Information Item

Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission
Meeting date: November 5, 2020

Subject: Public Comment and Engagement Pilot Update for the Draft Amendment to the 2040
Regional Parks Policy Plan

District(s), Member(s): All
Policy/Legal Reference: Minnesota Statute § 473.147

Staff Prepared/Presented: Tracey Kinney, Senior Planner (651-602-1029); Ellie Hohulin, Parks Intern
(651-605-1449); and Emmett Mullin, Regional Parks Manager (651-602-1360)

Division/Department: Community Development / Regional Planning

Proposed Action
None; information and discussion only.

Background
Minnesota Statutes 473.147, subd. 1 directs the Metropolitan Council (Council) to plan for the Regional

Parks System. As part of the 2018 update of the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan (RPPP), the Council
committed to convening a region-wide discussion about system additions in 2019. This effort began in
October 2019 and continues to the present day through the public comment period on the draft
amendment to the RPPP. In addition to adding or expanding regional parks and trails, this draft
amendment adds new policy language to strengthen equitable access and proposes a new future study
on the history of the land where the parks and trails are located.

The Council has consulted with the Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission (Commission),
Community Development Committee, Land Use Advisory Committee, and Regional Park Implementing
Agencies as part of the system additions discussion and the other policy additions included in the draft
amendment to the RPPP. This plan amendment builds on the policy direction established in the most
recent policy plan update adopted in 2018, as well as the direction provided in Thrive MSP 2040. The
public comment period for the draft amendment to the RPPP runs from August 26 to October 30, 2020.

At the November 5, 2020, regular meeting of the Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission,
staff will provide a summary of the public comments, demographic analysis of the comments received,
and summary of the Public Comment Log Report (Attachment 1). The summary of the public comments
will feature an overview of the comment themes that received the most support, as well as highlight
unique and impactful comments. The demographic analysis will summarize the respondents’ age, race,
and gender where that information is available. This analysis provides a glimpse into who commented
on the draft amendment and approximately where in the region they live. The Public Comment Log
Report is a compendium of all of the original comment submittals organized by commenter type
(Agency, Organization, Resident, Staff Member). Staff will also brief the Commission on the
Engagement Pilot highlighting the organizational engagements during the public comment period and a
few of the videos received from the video challenge.

Rationale
The Council’s Public Engagement Plan recognizes that the public and key constituencies are “full and

equal partners in the region’s decision-making processes at all levels.” An open
discussion of key issues raised during the public hearing and public comment
period for the amendment to the RPPP demonstrates the Council’s and the :
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Commission’s commitment to listening and responding to public comments. This process will
demonstrate how these comments inform the final version of the amendment to the RPPP.

Thrive Lens Analysis
The RPPP draft amendment advances the Thrive MSP 2040 Outcome of Livability through increasing

access to natural resource-based outdoor recreation, which enhances the quality of life throughout the
region. It also advances the Thrive Outcome of Equity through strengthening equitable use of the
regional parks system by reducing barriers to participation across race, ethnicity, income, and ability.
These two outcomes were key considerations in scoring proposed additions to the regional parks and
trails system.

Known Support / Opposition
During the public comment period, the Council will receive a wide array of comments in support of and

in opposition to the current draft policy plan language.
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The Council’s mission is to foster
efficient and economic growth for
a prosperous metropolitan region

Metropolitan Council Members

Charlie Zelle Chair Raymond Zeran District 9
Judy Johnson District 1 Peter Lindstrom District 10
Reva Chamblis District 2 Susan Vento District 11
Christopher Ferguson District 3 Francisco J. Gonzalez District 12
Deb Barber District 4 Chi Lee District 13
Molly Cummings District 5 Kris Fredson District 14
Lynnea Atlas-Ingebretson  District 6 Phillip Sterner District 15
Robert Lilligren District 7 Wendy Wulff District 16
Abdirahman Muse District 8

The Metropolitan Council is the regional planning organization

for the seven-county Twin Cities area. The Council operates the
regional bus and rail system, collects and treats wastewater,
coordinates regional water resources, plans and helps fund regional
parks, and administers federal funds that provide housing
opportunities for low- and moderate-income individuals and families.
The 17-member Council board is appointed by and serves at the
pleasure of the governor.

On request, this publication will be made available in alternative formats to people with
disabilities. Call Metropolitan Council information at 651-602-1140 or TTY 651-291-0904.

Picture on front cover: Metropolitan Council, Scenes around Lake Phalen one day.



Overview of compilation of Public Comments
This document compiles the written and in-person comments that the Metropolitan Council received on
the draft amendment to the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan.

The draft amendment to the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan was released for public comment on
August 26, 2020. The public hearing occurred on October 19, 2020 and the public comment period
concluded on October 30, 2020. During that time, the plan was available on the Council’s website and
through printed copies as requested.

The Council received 190 comments submittals from 180 commenters:

Regional park implementing agencies (2 submittals from 2 agencies)
City / township / county governments (4 submittals from 4 cities)
Organizations (34 submittals from 28 organizations)

Residents (148 submittals from 145 residents)

Council Staff (2 comments from 1 staff member)

Two commenters including one organization and one regional park implementing agency provided their
oral testimony at the October 19 public hearing.

The Public Comment Report, a compilation of the themes of these public comments, will accompany
the adoption of the draft amendment to the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan.
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Comments at the Public Hearing

The public hearing took place at the Monday, October 19th, Community Development Committee
meeting. All verbal comments made at the hearing are summarized below. A video of the meeting can
be viewed through this link (Table 1).

Table 1. Public Hearing Comments

Commenter Commenter Type Affiliation Comment
Gilmer, Organization Twin Cities Community e Reserve some land in
Jenean Agricultural Land Trust regional parks for agricultural

production, including
community gardens and small
market farms

e Many people in the region
have deep agricultural
knowledge but lack access
for close-to- home gardening

e This issue exists within the
core cities as well as further

out
\Vlaming, Implementing Three Rivers Park e On behalf of Three Rivers
Jonathan Agency District thank the committee for

including all of Three Rivers
system additions

e These additions will benefit
residents of the region for
generations to come
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Comments from regional park implementing agencies

The Council received two written comments on the draft amendment to the 2040 Regional Parks Policy
Plan from two of the ten regional park implementing agencies:

o Dakota County
e Three Rivers Park District
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COUNTY

October 26, 2020

Charles Zelle, Chair
Metropolitan Council
390 Robert Street North
St. Paul, MN 55101

Dear Chair Zelle:

On behalf of the Dakota County Board of Commissioners, we thank you for the opportunity to
comment on the draft 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan amendment. The 2040 Regional Parks Policy
Plan provides the framework needed for the regional park agencies to manage and improve the
Metropolitan Regional Park System and guides regional park investments that are important to citizens
of Dakota County.

We would also like to thank the Metropolitan Council for including the regional park implementing
agencies and other stakeholders with the development of the policy amendment. As a result, Dakota
County’s comments are few and supportive with no comments for amendment language for Chapters
1,2,4,5,6,7 and 8. We offer the following comments for your consideration to the draft 2040 Regional
Parks Policy Plan amendment:

Chapter 3: Change name of Mississippi River Regional Trail to Mississippi River Regional Greenway
(Page 50). Change name of Rich Valley Greenway Regional Trail to Veterans Memorial Regional
Greenway (Page 61,63,64).

Chapter 9: Dakota County supports the Metropolitan Councils workplan advancing discussion for long-
term sustainable funding for supporting the acquisition, recreation and natural resource enhancement,
operations, maintenance and asset preservation of the Metropolitan Regional park and Greenway
System (Page 148,149).

We appreciate your attention to these comments and look forward to working with you towards a final

version of the Regional Parks Policy Plan amendment.

Sincerely,

Al S %

Mike Slavik, Chair
Dakota County Board of Commissioners

cC: Dakota County Board of Commissioners
Matt Smith, County Manager

County Board of Commissioners

P 651-438-4418 F651-438

A Dakota County Adminis

+ Hastings « MN 55033 Eﬁ ﬁ
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ThreeRivers

PARK DISTRICT

10/30/2020
Metropolitan Council
390 Robert St. N.
St. Paul, MN 55101
ATTN: Emmett Mullen, Parks and Natural Resources Manager

RE: Three Rivers Park District Comments on the Regional Parks Policy Plan/System Plan
Update

Thank you for your work on updating the Regional Parks Policy Plan, and for offering the
opportunity to provide comments and proposed revisions to the plan.
Three Rivers’ comments are organized by type of comments:

1. Request Policy language change: Three Rivers requests consideration of changing
policy-level language in the plan.

2. Request Technical Correction: Proposed revisions which are consistent with current
policy but require technical corrections to ensure accuracy.

3. General Comments: As described.

Request Policy Language Change:

Page 89, Lines 17-20

The Policy Plan identifies Bridging Facilities as units of the regional parks system:

e "Bridging facilities are a type of special recreation feature that are intended to attract and
introduce new outdoor recreation users to the Regional Parks System’s Parks and Trails. (Page 88,
lines 15-16).

The policy plan defines the purpose of these facilities:

e "Their purpose is to help address inequities that contribute to lower participation rates” (Page 88,
lines 16-17).

e "Bridging facilities are designed to prototype new ideas that advance equitable usage, focusing on
underserved groups in the Regional Parks System.” (Page 88, Lines 20-21)

Three Rivers is a strong advocate for the bridging facility concept and is the only park
implementing agency to propose a search area and process for developing bridging facilities in this
Policy Plan update. The vast majority of the Policy Plan language on bridging facilities is excellent
and is supported by Three Rivers. However, there is one bullet point in the Policy Plan that is not
acceptable:

e "Bridging facilities will not be included in the annual Regional Park System use estimate. If
designed to meet their purpose of attracting new users and connecting them to regional

Administrative Center, 3000 Xenium Lane North, Plymouth, MN 55441-1299
Information 763.559.9000 e TTY 763.559.6719 e Fax 763.559.3287 e www.ThreeRiversParks.org


http:www.ThreeRiversParks.org

parks and trails, a facility’s success will be reflected in increased visitation in future annual
regional park and trail use estimates.” (Page 89, lines 17-20)

This bullet implies that visits to Bridging Facilities are not important, and that underserved
communities’ visits to bridging facilities do not count.

Furthermore, as noted above, the Policy Plan identifies bridging facilities as a type of Special
Recreation Feature in the Regional Park system, and reaffirms that status by requiring that the
bridging facility have an approved Master Plan. Visits to approved bridging facilities are visits to the
regional park system. The idea that the “success” of the bridging facility is only reflected in gross
visitation increases to other regional parks and trails diminishes the importance and purpose of
bridging facilities.

Three Rivers requests that visits to approved bridging facilities be included as part of the Annual
Use Estimate. Please remove Lines 17-20 from page 89.

Page 94 Lines 20 - 22, line 23 -27: Linking Regional Trail Master Plan Requirements

Historically the implementing agencies provided a generalized route, anticipated acquisition needs
and an associated cost estimate for potential linking trail easements. This practice has worked well
in the past and is appropriate for the level of detail evaluated and utilized during a master planning
process. It is not reasonably possible for most Linking Regional Trail Master Plans to fully meet the
new proposed boundary and acquisition requirements in the Draft Policy Plan.

¢ Implementing Agencies need to have flexibility to work with willing landowners and to shift
the route slightly to take advantage of opportunities such as a road reconstruction projects
or development and avoid challenges such as utility relocation. These tools can help reduce
cost, reduce impact on residents, and can help expediate development of the trail.

¢ Linking Regional Trails Master Plans often identify what road the trail is proposed to follow,
occasionally indicate which side of the road the trail is proposed and include general
acquisition assumptions (i.e. “an estimated 5’ of easement is anticipated”). However, this is
not finalized; and the final alignment and true acquisition needs are not determined until
the design phase is complete.

e The design phase includes detail design, wetland delineation, available right-of-way, safety
considerations, utilities, potential road reconfiguration, survey work, title work and similar.
These components, in addition to thoughtful conversation with project partners and
impacted property owners, are what guide the final alignment and acquisition needs. As
such, the master plan is not the appropriate place to detail these findings and create an
“administrative boundary”, a list of parcels to be acquired, or an estimated cost of those
exact properties.

¢ It is also not possible to provide an exact schedule for the acquisition of said properties for
trails since the exact properties and acquisition boundaries are unknown until the design is
finalized.

e Requiring this level of detail eliminates an Implementation Agency’s flexibility to be cost
effective and efficient, take advantage of opportunities, avoid challenges, and potentially
seek acquisition and construction reimbursement if modifications to the conceptual route
and preliminary acquisition needs are modified following a master plan approval process.



To address these issues, Three Rivers requests the following changes to this section (shown in
blue):

Lines 20-22

Boundaries: A map showing the general trail route/concept, and when known, the administrative
boundary-that-ineludes agency-owned acres and any ant|C|pated private |nhold|ngs assoaated W|th
the trail route/concept. thattegether-establish-the-desired-managemen e

managed-by-theageney.

Lines 23-27

Acquisition costs: A list of anticipated parcels or real property to be acquired when known, and
their estimated total acquisition cost. ard-sehedulefortheiraecquisition—A description of the natural
resources, site suitability, special assessments, potential contamination based on data from the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, and other conditions that affect acquisition of the site or
location of the boundaries should be included for those parcels. A-deseription-of-the-ewnershipand
managementarrangement:

Page 106, Lines 34-36
This section discusses the important topic of land exchange.

The Policy Plan update proposes to drop the following criteria when the Council considers
conversion of parkland:

e Whether the regional park system unit benefits from a facility in exchange for the parkland
e Whether the need for the conversion, as in the instance of transportation improvements, is
generated by the recreational park system unit.

This is a significant topic that needs additional review and discussion. Three Rivers requests that
these two criteria remain in the Policy Plan and be reevaluated in the next Policy Plan update.

Request Technical Corrections:

Page 53: Figure 3.4: Regional Trails Open to the Public 2020

There are multiple technical corrections to this map (e.g. portions of Medicine Lake Regional Trail
are missing, portions of other trails not yet open are shown as open). Please reach out to Kelly
Grissman at Three Rivers to correct this map. Thank you.

Page 69: Figure 3.8: Regional Park and SRF Boundary adjustments and Search Areas
e The First-ring City Bridging Facility Search Area should also include the City of Hopkins.

e The Minnetonka/Minnehaha Creek Search Area circle should move slightly south and west
so as to not overlap the City of Hopkins.

e The Corcoran-Rogers Search Area should be moved further west so that it does not overlap
Maple Grove or Dayton.

Please note that there are other maps that will need these same corrections.



Page 77: Line 18:
Request Technical Correction

Line 18 currently says “1 location siting 2-3 unique Bridging Facilities”.

The number of potential bridging facilities was not quantified in the proposal submitted by Three
Rivers. The appropriate number of facilities will be determined in the Master Planning process.

Please change the language to say:
"1 location siting 2-3 multiple unique Bridging Facilities”.

General Commments:

Page 22 (lines 7-10) and also on pages 23/79/128
The following language affecting the Regional Park System Fund Distribution Policy is proposed to
be dropped from the Policy Plan:
"Adopted annually by the Council upon the recommendation of the Metropolitan Parks and
Open Space Commission...”

This is a significant oversight reduction for MPOSC and the Council, and raises the following
question:
What will be the process for amending/updating the Fund Distribution Policy, and for the
Regional Park System sub-recipient administrative guide?

Page 98, Lines 33-35

“If an opportunity for a major boundary adjustment arises off-cycle, the Council may consider a
focused Policy Plan Amendment which will determine whether the addition should be brought into
the system.”

Thank you for including this “safety valve” language on the major boundary adjustments. The
language allows exceptional opportunities to be addressed in a timely fashion. Three Rivers is
supportive of the work the Council staff has done on revising the boundary adjustments policy
language.

Page 116, Lines 3-11 & Page148

The section on page 116 dropped language that showed the Council’s interest and intent to explore
new types of classification systems that provide a diversity of natural resource and recreational
settings across the region. This concept is known within the professional park planning field as the
Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS), and the ROS model has been adapted for use by the U.S.
Park Service, the U.S. Forest Service, several state park systems, and a few urban park systems.
Three Rivers has recently adopted its own modified version of the ROS classification system.

The ROS classification system idea was not added to the Work Plan section on Page 148.
ROS is an important concept for regional parks planning and helps ensure all peoples’ needs are

being met within the broader system. As part of Three Rivers 2040 System Plan, Three Rivers is
prepared to work in partnership with the Met Council or independently with the Implementation



Agencies to further explore how this tool could be used across the Regional Park System to best
serve our residents, reduce duplicity, create parks/trails with regional draw and ensure diversity of
recreational experiences, settings and opportunities for all.

Thank you for all of your hard work in developing the System Plan update and additional revisions
to the Regional Parks Policy Plan.

Thank you for considering Three Rivers’ requests.

Respectfully,

7=

Jonathan Vlaming
Associate Superintendent of Planning, Design and Technology



Comments from city / township / county governments

The Council received 1 set of written comments and three surveys on the draft amendment to the 2040
Regional Parks Policy Plan from four cities of the region.

City of Circle Pines

City of Hopkins

City of New Prague - Bass, Maggie
City of New Prague - Ondich, Ken
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City of Circle Pines
10/26/2020


From: Jan Youngquist

To: PublicInfo

Cc: Mike Mornson; Kersten Elverum; Steve Stadler; Jason Lindahl; Vlaming, Jonathan
(Jonathan.Vlaming@threeriversparks.org); Kelly, Colin; Larson, Michael

Subject: Comments on draft amendment to the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan

Date: Friday, October 30, 2020 1:11:43 PM

Dear Metropolitan Council and Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission members:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft amendment to the 2040 Regional Parks
Policy Plan (2040 RPPP). The City of Hopkins is a hub for the regional trail network, with the North
Cedar Lake, Cedar Lake LRT, Lake Minnetonka LRT, Minnesota River Bluffs LRT, and Nine Mile Creek
Regional Trails all converging in our community. We value these regional parks system components,
which contribute to Hopkins’ reputation as a great community in which to live, work, and play. In
fact, Hopkins was designated a Bicycle Friendly Community by the League of American Bicyclists in
2019 due in part to our strong trail network.

The draft amendment to the 2040 RPPP includes two proposed additions to the Regional Parks
System within Hopkins—the First Ring Cities Bridging Facility/Special Recreation Feature Search Area
and the Minnetonka/Minnehaha Creek Regional Park Search Area. The Metropolitan Council
required regional park implementing agencies to submit letters of support from affected cities for
proposed additions to the Regional Parks System. Hopkins and Three Rivers Park District have a
strong partnership for the regional parks system facilities in our community.

We offer the following comments on the proposed system additions within Hopkins:

First Ring Cities Bridging Facility/Special Recreation Feature Search Area

Three Rivers Park District approached the City of Hopkins regarding their proposed First Ring Cities
Bridging Facility/Special Recreation Feature Search Area and we submitted a letter of support for the
search area, dated May 21, 2020. However, the map of the search areas in Figure 3-8 on page 69 of
the draft 2040 RPPP does not include Hopkins within this search area. The text on page 66 indicates
that the search area spans 11 cities, but it appears that the map includes 10 communities, rather
than 11. Therefore, there is a discrepancy between the map and the text, and it appears that
Hopkins may have inadvertently been omitted from the map.

Mapping of the Search Area: The mapping for the First Ring Cities Bridging Facility/Special
Recreation Feature Search Area shows the entire boundary of the affected communities within the
search area. Additions to the Regional Parks System require the Metropolitan Council to issue
System Statements to affected communities, who will then need to amend their comprehensive
plans to acknowledge the regional parks system additions. While Hopkins supports the idea of a
bridging facility and looks forward to exploring options for a facility with Three Rivers Park District,
we are a small community that is trying to grow our tax base through redevelopment, especially
near the Southwest LRT—METRO Green Line. If Hopkins was included in the First Ring Cities Bridging
Facility/Special Recreation Feature Search Area we would amend our comprehensive plan with the
understanding that the general search area would apply to publicly owned land only, rather than
opening up land within our entire community to potentially be the location of a bridging facility.
Name of the Search Area: The Metropolitan Council may want to consider changing the name of the
search area. “First ring cities” is not a regional planning term defined in Thrive MSP 2040 and thus
may be confusing. It appears that Three Rivers Park District’s intent with the search area is to
provide regional park amenities in areas that are more densely developed and do not have the land
base for regional parks. The Metropolitan Council could consider using the Thrive MSP 2040
Community Designations, which are defined in both Thrive as well as in the 2040 Regional Parks


mailto:jyoungquist@HOPKINSmn.com
mailto:public.info@metc.state.mn.us
mailto:mmornson@HOPKINSmn.com
mailto:kelverum@hopkinsmn.com
mailto:sstadler@HOPKINSmn.com
mailto:jlindahl@HOPKINSmn.com
mailto:Jonathan.Vlaming@threeriversparks.org
mailto:Jonathan.Vlaming@threeriversparks.org
mailto:Colin.Kelly@metc.state.mn.us
mailto:Michael.Larson@metc.state.mn.us

Policy Plan (page 6 and 8). The 11 communities included in the search area are defined as Urban and
Urban Center in Thrive; therefore the search area could be referred to as the Urban/Urban Center
Bridging Facility Search Area for consistency in regional planning terminology.
Minnetonka/Minnehaha Creek Regional Park Search Area

The draft 2040 RPPP also includes the Minnetonka-Minnehaha Creek Regional Park Search Area. The
City of Hopkins did not submit a letter of support for this search area, but the mapping of this search
area in Figure 3-8 on page 69 encompasses small portions of northwest Hopkins. We would consider
having conversations with Three Rivers Park District over this proposal as they begin a master
planning process, but since we did not submit a letter of support, we cannot support Hopkins being
included in the search area, which would require us to amend our comprehensive plan for this
proposal.

In summary, the City of Hopkins respectfully requests that the Metropolitan Council:

e Include the City of Hopkins within the First Ring Cities Bridging Facility/Special Recreation
Feature Search Area, with the understanding that the search area would apply only to
publicly owned land within the City

e Remove the City of Hopkins from the Minnetonka-Minnehaha Creek Regional Park Search Area

If you have any questions or would like additional information about our comments, please contact
me. The City of Hopkins appreciates our partnership with both Three Rivers Park District and the
Metropolitan Council.

Jan Youngquist, AICP | Community Development Coordinator | City of Hopkins
1010 1%t Street S. | Hopkins, MN 55343 | 952-548-6343
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City of New Prague - Bass, Maggie
10/13/2020
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City of New Prauge - Ondich, Ken
09/30/2020


Comments from organizations

The Council received 34 comment submittals on the draft amendment to the 2040 Regional Parks
Policy Plan from 28 organizations or organizational affiliates of the region (five organizations had
multiple comment submittals). Thirteen of these comment submittals were emails, eighteen were
surveys, and one was a video submittal.

Bike MN (3 comment submittals)

Boy Scouts

City of Arden Hills, Parks & Trails Committee
City of Skate

Cycle Sisters (2 comment submittals)
Ecological Design

Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden, Theodore Wirth Regional Park
Environmental Studies, Hamline University
Great Northern Greenway task force

Hamline Midway Coalition

Lake Street Council

Mahtomedi Area Green Initiative

Mayo Clinic Health System

Midtown Community Works Partnership
Midtown Greenway Coalition (2 comment submittals)
Minnesota Off Road Cyclist (MORC)

New Prague Area Schools

North Star Ski Club

Race Forward

Ramsey Cooperative Weed Management Area
Sierra Club North Start Chapter

Sustainable Earth Advocates

Trust for Public Land

Twin Cities Adaptive Cycling

Twin Cities Community Agricultural Land Trust
Urban Farm and Garden Alliance

Urban Roots (2 comment submittals)

Wild Ones Prairie Edge Chapter

Women in Wildlife
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BikeMN, Lake Links, Gateway Trail- Eggert, Scott
10/19/2020


From: Scott Eggert <>

Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2020 11:38 AM

To: Kelly, Colin <>

Cc: lan Harding <>

Subject: Re: Thank you for sharing your thoughts on the draft Regional Parks Policy Plan amendment

Colin, thanks for the Metropolitan Council’s county alignment work with the “Regional Parks Policy Plan amendment
— specifically (my/our) suggestion that planning efforts be aligned and coordinated with Ramsey and Washington
County’s bicycle and pedestrian planning work — via the Metropolitan Council’s online survey.”

Parks Policy Plan - Metropolitan Council

Parks Policy Plan - Metropolitan Council

We are advocates for connecting the major East/West and North/South commuter and recreation corridors so that
families can safely, easily and directly bike, walk or roll to our parks, schools and businesses across counties and cities.
Planning and coordination should continue be a collaboration with counties and cities, and planning efforts shouldn’t
end at the major corridor border-lines.

Specifically we would like to see the direct corridors for County Road E/12 to Stillwater and Century Ave./120,
from Woodbury to White Bear Lake with access to the Century College walking and biking paths, for improved for
bicycle safety to the parks, schools, businesses and open spaces along these corridors.

Supporting the Lake Links Trail access around White Bear Lake with the 96 corridor and Bruce Vento Trail to
Hugo are also important to access the parks, beaches and businesses around the lake areas and parks.
Lake Links Trail Project | White Bear Lake Minnesota

Please let us know if we can assist with this planning alighnment in any ways.

Scott Eggert

Bicycle Alliance of Minnesota, Lake Links (White Bear Lake), Gateway and Parks & Trails Council of Minnesota member
and bike trail advocate.

121 Loretta Lane
Mahtomedi (White Bear Lake)
651-500-3439

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPad




From: Ted Duepner <

Sent: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 11:17 AM

To: Publicinfo <public.info@metc.state.mn.us>

Subject: Comment on Draft Amendment to 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan

Hi there, | am writing to express my support for the inclusion of the new search areas including Ford Spur Trail and
Midtown Greenway Extension. Attention to both will be amazing assets to connecting trail systems and furthering
usefulness of existing trails systems.

Thank you

Supporter Relations Manager
952-913-0420 LinkedIn

=l

Making Minnesota a place where bicycling is easy, safe, and fun for everyone.

Join the fun! Donate! Facebook Twitter Events News Volunteer Membership Contact Us

Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.


mailto:public.info@metc.state.mn.us
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Chad Wiekus, Boy Scouts
10/14/2020
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Straumann, Rich
09/22/2020


From: INFO City of Skate <>

Sent: Monday, October 26, 2020 2:09 PM
To: Publicinfo
Subject: 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan

City of Skate would like to add our support of the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan with the inclusion of a public
skateparks within the plan.

City of Skate, as a non profit, is a long-term partner with MPRB in the implementation, design, funding and building of
the 22 skateboard spaces that have been approved through the extensive MPRB city-wide master plan process which
has included regional parks within the MPRB system.

The first skatepark we are building with MPRB at Elliot Park in downtown Minneapolis was awarded a Mississippi
Watershed Management Organization action grant to help with the cost of water gardens and a permeable patio that
was initiated into the design from the beginning.

Our Skate-able Art Plaza project with lead partner Juxtaposition Arts in North Minneapolis also received a MWMO action
grant in 2019 for water gardens and water management.

Quality skateparks that help the environment and our watershed are possible and a priority for City of Skate and MPRB.

Skateboarding and quality skateparks will bridge participation and inclusion of youth into the regional park system.
Skateboarding has diverse participants, is easily accessible, equitable, and has developed over many decades into a
multigenerational activity

Please continue to support and expand skateboarding within regional parks to widen equity access to regional parks for
all our metro communities and youth.

Paul Forsline, President

cityofskate.org
612.240.4400

Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.


http:cityofskate.org
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Cycle Sisters
Raquel, Kiara
10/26/2020


October 29,2020
Dear Met Council Members,

Cycle Sisters are writing to comment on the Regional Parks Policy Plan update, to share what
parks mean for us and what we want to see of our parks in the future. Cycle Sisters are a group
of women who bike together in North Minneapolis. We strive to continuously support our local
community and the businesses of North Minneapolis. Our group rides and experiences cycling
directly connected to the network of bike lanes and trails existing in our city, including our
Regional Parks and Trails which are important for mental health and building community.

Nature is healing and good for decompressing, but it should be that space for everyone, and
that is not the case right now. Regional Parks are not always peaceful or welcoming places for
black and brown individuals and communities, especially with past encounters with police in the
parks. Feeling safe in nature is important so it is accessible to everyone, especially considering
it's public, tax payer space. We want to feel like we belong in our parksA welcoming system
includes seating and gathering places, tables, drinking fountains, spaces to wander and
rejuvenate, flat places for yoga, publicly accessible bathrooms, and nice trails for being active
outdoors.

We don'’t just want a pretty place, but one that feeds our soul, mind, body, and stomachs. We
need to shift to regenerative practices with water, soil, and air mitigation, moving towards fruit
bearing trees, spaces for gardens and harvesting, and canning and preserving classes in our
regional parks. We share our ideas to ensure that our parks are safe spaces for everyone.
Specifically, we want to emphasize the need for sharing history and culture that is
representative of the region and promoting further accountability of our parks agencies and
leaders.

Considering History

Regional Parks should focus both on the history of the land they sit on and the communities
they sit within. We want our parks to share the history of Native Americans and Indigenous
people, while reflecting the history and culture of neighborhoods nearby. For example, for many
decades, Theodore Wirth hosted the Juneteenth celebration. Having a memorial to share about
this important event within Theodore Wirth is important. How do parks justify telling a depressing
history, and omit the joyful and positive stories? One Cycle Sister member lives in a house that
was moved from Theodore Wirth to Thomas Avenue when the park was created. Stories like
this, one would never know unless someone shared it. How do we share that this space is more
than manicured landscapes, golf courses, and the Loppet Foundation? North Minneapolis is
dedicated as a historically Black neighborhood— Black history should be commemorated
throughout Theodore Wirth Park.

Planning, Community, and Accountability

In our parks, there is no accountability or repercussions for things people don’t see. We share
and hold stories that have hurt our community, from negative encounters with police in the parks
to trees being cut down without community consultation. It is essential that all our Regional



Parks offer more programming for BIPOC people. As residents of North Minneapolis, we should
not feel limited to visiting one or two specific Regional Parks nearest to us: we need to feel
comfortable and welcome at any park in the state. In order to do this, parks and governing
bodies need to hire BIPOC Black instructors, Black decision makers, and Black directors. Who
knows and understands the parks, forest, or greenery better than those who originally birthed it,
cared for it, and nurtured it...our Indigenous neighbors. They are one with Mother Earth. It is
rare to observe within the DNR system, an employee who is of Indigenous descent or from the
BIPOC community at all. In order for our community to truly feel represented and safe in our
regional parks, we need staff who look like us. We also want to see more specific efforts to have
Black folks of all ages gather together. We want spaces in our parks for working parents, where
they can use Wi-Fi while still letting their kids spend time in nature, in a designated space. We
want to see all different types of people and all activities in our parks.

Lastly, we want to know how the Met Council can continue to support and engage us in the
parks planning process? We envision the Council creating something that is sustainable for
BIPOC individuals and organizations, with groups like ours and others throughout our
community. We want to see these “Environmental Reparations” for spaces that we have been
excluded from and not represented in. .

Thank you for your time in considering our thoughts and feelings on our Regional Parks and the
future of our system. We hope to continue our partnership and engagement into the future. If
you have any questions for our Cycle Sisters group, or would like to continue the conversation,
please contact MN Renewable Now:

Cycle Sictere

612-208-3896
kristel@mnrenewablenow.org


mailto:kristel@mnrenewablenow.org
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Ecological Design
Rebhan, Lindsay
10/29/2020
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Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden, Theodore Wirth Regional Park 
Brandel Tanis, Annelise
10/07/2020
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Environmental Studies, Hamline University
Cadieux, Valentine
10/30/2020


October 23, 2020
To: public.info@metc.state.mn.us

Cc: Robert Lilligren, Metropolitan Council Member District 7
Abdirahman Muse, Metropolitan Council Member District 8

Re: Comments on Regional Parks Policy Plan

The Great Northern Greenway is a four and a half mile shared use trail which travels along 26th
Avenue N and 18th Avenue NE in Minneapolis. Some trail segments were constructed as early as
1997. Two-thirds of its route have been completed since 2017 as part of three separate street
reconstructions that were over a twenty-million dollar infrastructure investment. There are only a few
remaining trail gaps of which the Mississippi River crossing is the most notable.

For over twenty years, many public studies including Riverfirst and the Above the Falls master plan
have identified the BNSF railroad bridge, halfway between the Lowry and Broadway bridges, as the
river crossing. The railroad bridge is nominally servicing freight delivery to only one business. One of
its two sets of tracks was removed long ago, leaving fourteen feet of non-utilized, empty space that
could be converted to a trail. Alternatively, the freight service could be moved to a nearby Canadian
Pacific rail, allowing for trail use of the full bridge.

The Great Northern Greenway is primarily an independent and road adjacent trail linking Theodore
Wirth Regional Park to the Diagonal Trail. It links to the Mississippi River water and shore line trail
systems. Access over the BNSF bridge, will be the only protected route traversing the northern half of
Minneapolis other than the combined Victory Memorial, Columbia, St. Anthony regional trail systems
one to two miles north. It traverses nine north and northeast Minneapolis neighborhoods several of
which are areas of concentrated poverty. It is a direct, protected urban route to schools, parks, transit,
cultural, business entities and job centers.

While the trail is primarily under the City of Minneapolis jurisdiction, it connects to parks and trails
under the Minneapolis Parks and Recreation Board including the newly constructed 26th Avenue N
River Overlook. The Great Northern Greenway task force continues to advocate with them as well as
Hennepin County, State and Federal representatives to seek an agreement with the BNSF railroad to
gain access to the bridge.

We ask that the Met Council include the Great Northern Greenway river crossing in its 2040 Regional
Parks Policy Plan to acknowledge the importance of this goal.

Sincerely,

Kathleen Boe, Dan Miller

Great Northern Greenway task force members
greatnortherngreenway@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/GreatNorthernGreenway

encl: River crossing photos and illustrations

Great Northern Greenway comments / Regional Parks Policy Plan Page 1 of 2
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Hamline Midway Coalition
Reynolds, Mike
10/30/2020


Executive Committee
President

Alicia Garatoni

Keller Williams Realty

Vice President/Secretary
Jackie Knight
Ackerberg Group

Treasurer
Carlos Landreau
The Landreau Group

At Large
Vicki Karr
Wellington Management

At Large
Baba Letang
Midtown Global Market

Directors At Large
Anna Columba Reyes
Enlaces Mexicanos

Dipankar Mukherjee
Pangea World Theater

Frank Inamagua
BMO Harris Bank

Julie Ingebretsen
Ingebretsen’s

Melina Carter
Wells Fargo

Rich Esquivel
Sunrise Banks

Ted Campbell
Ryan Companies

Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission
Metropolitan Council

390 Robert St N

Saint Paul, MN 55101

September 22, 2020

Dear Members of the Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission,

Please accept this letter in enthusiastic support from the Lake Street Council for the Minneapolis
Park and Recreation Board’s inclusion of the Midtown Greenway for Regional Parks and Trails
System designation in the Regional Parks and Trails System Policy Plan update under review.

The Lake Street Council serves, supports, and advocates for businesses in the Lake Street
commercial corridor, which runs parallel to the Midtown Greenway. Over the past two years, we
have partnered with the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, Hennepin County, the City of
Minneapolis, and the Midtown Greenway Coalition to improve the connections between the
Midtown Greenway trail and the businesses on Lake Street.

The Midtown Greenway carries over 3,000 bicyclists every day. Many of these users start or end
their trips on or near Lake Street’s major institutions and small businesses, and they rely on the
Greenway to provide a safe and enjoyable route for reaching their destination. Many others
experience the Greenway as a critical connector between major regional destinations, including
the Mississippi River Gorge and the Chain of Lakes. These users, and the businesses they frequent,
would benefit from the additional expertise and coordination that would result from the Midtown
Greenway operating as a regional trail.

We strongly support the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board’s submission and hope that you
will strongly consider designating the Midtown Greenway to the Regional Parks and Trail System.

Thank you,

Allison Sharkey
Executive Director

919 E Lake St, Minneapolis, MN, 55407
asharkey@Ilakestreetcouncil.org | 612-822-0232 |
LakeStreetCouncil.org

e e R e U
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Mahtomedi Area Green Initiative
Harding, Ian
10/20/2020
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Ashley, Kelly
10/15/2020

Mayo Clinic Health System
Ashley, Kelly
10/15/2020
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October 29, 2020

Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission
Metropolitan Council

390 Robert St N

Saint Paul, MN 55101

Dear Members of the Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission,

The Midtown Community Works Partnership is pleased to submit this letter in support of
inclusion of the Midtown Greenway in the Regional Parks Policy Plan update.

The Midtown Community Works Partnership is a public private partnership formed to guide the
redevelopment of the Midtown Greenway-Lake Street corridor in south Minneapolis. Our
partners are Hennepin County, the City of Minneapolis, Metropolitan Council, Allina Hospitals
and Clinics, Wells Fargo, Midtown Greenway Coalition, and the Lake Street Council. Throughout
its work, the Midtown Community Works Partnership has supported, and continues to support,
a vision of the Midtown Greenway as a multiple use corridor that includes bicyclists,
pedestrians, and future streetcar or rail transit use to connect the Southwest LRT and Hiawatha
LRT lines.

The Midtown Community Works Partnership recognizes that, in conjunction with an operating
agreement with the City of Minneapolis, the Midtown Greenway has become a flagship trail in
a regional network of bikeways and walking paths, serving as a key connector between the
Mississippi River Gorge Regional Park and the Minneapolis Chain of Lakes, as well as to many
regional parks and trails assets operated by a variety of jurisdictions. These other parks and
trails include the Southwest LRT Trail, Kenilworth and Cedar Lake Trail, West River Parkway,
Grand Rounds Scenic Byway, Brackett Park, the Mall Park, Soo Line Gardens, and Minnehaha
Parkway, among others. The Midtown Greenway’s location carries the potential to connect
neighborhood residents with the region’s greatest diversity in terms of race, national origin,
and income/wealth, serving the goal of strengthening equitable usage of regional parks and
trails by all our region’s residents across age, race, ethnicity, income, national origin, and ability.
The Midtown Greenway-Lake Street Corridor is also home to a vibrant commercial and cultural
corridor of established and emerging small businesses created by generations of immigrants
and people of color. The corridor boasts a revitalized employer center of over 15,000 jobs at
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage, Abbott Northwestern Hospital, Allina Health, and Children’s
Minnesota.

The Midtown Greenway strongly aligns with the Metropolitan Council’s 2040 Regional Parks
Policy Plan criteria for inclusion of regional inking trails, including drawing visitors from across



Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission
October 29, 2020

the region, benefitting the regional trail system, connecting two or more units of the regional
parks system, and connecting to multiple public interest destinations such as schools, job
centers, cultural sites, and commercial districts.

The Midtown Community Works Partnership initially voted to support the exploration of
regional trail designation for the Midtown Greenway on June 28, 2019, and then voted to
express support for the designation on March 12, 2020. We support adding the Midtown
Greenway to the Regional Parks and Trails System, under management of the Minneapolis Park
and Recreation Board, with the understanding that such a designation would continue to
include the vision of future rail transit use in the corridor, and that agreements among our local
governments will need to address further details.

We would welcome the opportunity to discuss this issue with you further at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Alondra Cano Marion Greene

Minneapolis City Council Member Hennepin County Commissioner
Midtown Community Works Partnership Chair Midtown Community Works

Partnership Vice Chair



2834 10th Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55407
Phone: 612-879-0105
www.midtowngreenway.org

GREENWAY),

September 23, 2020

Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission
Metropolitan Council

390 Robert St N

Saint Paul, MN 55101

Dear Members of the Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission,

The Midtown Greenway Coalition is pleased to submit this letter in support of the
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board’s submission of the Midtown Greenway for
Regional Parks and Trails System designation.

Our founders had the idea for the Midtown Greenway and worked with our public and
private partners in the Midtown Community Works Partnership to get it built.

We are the 501(c)3 nonprofit organization that is the “friends” group for the Midtown
Greenway. Our programs help keep the Greenway safe, clean, green, and full of public
art. We also regularly work with our Midtown Community Works partners on ideas and
recommendations for trail improvements.

We believe a major improvement for the Midtown Greenway would be for it to become
part of the Regional Parks and Trails System, bringing the corridor under a unified
operating structure with expertise in park and trail management.

The Midtown Greenway serves as a connector to many other regional parks and trails,
connecting residents and visitors to the Minneapolis Chain of Lakes, the Mississippi
River Gorge, and beyond. We estimate that more then 5,000 people use the Greenway
every day during warmer months, and over 1 million bike trips are taken on it each year.

We hope the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board’s submission to have the Midtown
Greenway added to the Regional Parks and Trails System is successful, and we
appreciate your consideration of their request.

Sincerely,

=/

Soren R. Jensen
Executive Director

MIDTOWNGREENWAY.ORG
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Midtown Greenway Coalition
Jensen, Soren
10/14/2020
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Minnesota Off Road Cyclist (MORC)
Porter, Dennis
10/15/2020
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New Prauge Area Schools
Webb, Chuck
10/15/2020
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From: Cecily Harris
Sent: Sunday, September 27, 2020 11:15 PM
To: Mullin, Emmett <> Subject: Fwd: parks
Emmett,
Here is a comment from a North Star Ski Club Member.
Sent from Cecily Harris' iPhone.
Begin forwarded message:
From: Karen Hulstrand > Date: September 27,

2020 at 4:59:05 PM CDT To:
Subject: parks

My comment on regional parks. | would really like to see snow making capabilities at Lake Elmo Park. It
gets high use but snow conditions have deteriorated with climate change that it would fill a big gap on
the East Side to have this.

Karen Hulstrand

Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Race Forward
Saulk, Raintry
09/27/2020


Ramsey County CWMA
Gernes, Carole
10/29/2020

8.Comment Topic
|:| Overall
Adding, modifying, or expanding parks and trails
Equitable Access
Reconsidering History

Climate Resilience and Natural Resources

O O O 0O o

Park and Trail Boundary Adjustments
[] Bridging Facilities
[ ] 1 don't know

Protection from invasive species.

9. Comment

If you are referring to a specific page number in a chapter, please include that in your comment.

There need to be policies in place to protect the parks, their plant communities and rare species
from fragmentation and invasive species: -Environmental impact statements before installling
additional trails - WorkCleanGo protocols in every contract for construction, equipment should
come clean and leave clean. - PlayClenGo protocols for off road bikers and hikers. Off road bikers
should be involved with removing the invasive plants that are spread by their activities as part of
trail maintenance. - Construction contract clauses stating contractors are responsible for
removing invasive species from project area for 5 years following construction and must use
methods recommendaed by state or local invasive species experts. - Boot brush and bike
cleaning stations at off-road biking and other trail heads - Fund terrestrial invasive species early
detection, treatment and educational efforts. Partner with and support existing and future
Cooperative Weed Management Areas. Train staff and volunteers in invasive species detection
and spread prevention.
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Sierra Club North Star Chapter
10/30/2020


THOMAS E. CASEY
Attorney at Law
2854 Cambridge Lane
Mound, MN 55364
(952) 472-1099

tcasey@frontiernet.net

October 30, 2020

Metropolitan Council

Public Information Via E-mail and U.S. Mail
390 Robert Street North public.info@metc.state.mn.us
St. Paul, MN 55101

RE: Regional Parks Policy Plan — Draft Amendment
Comments from Sustainable Earth Advocates (SEA)

Dear Metropolitan Council and Planning Staff,

| represent Sustainable Earth Advocates (SEA), a Minnesota non-profit corporation
organized in 2008 for the purposes, in part, of ensuring that our natural resources are protected
from unnecessary and ecologically damaging development.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft amendment to the Regional Parks

Policy Plan. Please consider SEA’s comments to this draft as preliminary, subject to revision as
more information is provided.

Background Facts - Sixth Mass Extinction

The Earth is suffering from the 6™ mass extinction event in its history. This time, the
cause is us. (Kolbert, The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History. 2014.)

Human-caused global warming is creating unprecedented climate change and weather
events, resulting in tragic loss of human and animal life, extensive damage to ecosystems, and
severe economic costs.

The “Anthropocene” is proposed as a new geological epoch, acknowledging that human
activity now rivals natural geological processes, leaving unmistakable evidence in the
stratigraphic record.

“... [T]he current world population of 7.6 billion is expected to reach 8.6 billion in 2030,
rising to 9.8 billion in 2050.” [WWF Living Planet Report, 2018, page 51.]

“In March 2018, the Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services
(IPBES) released its latest Land Degradation and Restoration Assessment (LDRA), finding that
only a quarter of land on Earth is substantively free of the impacts of human activities. By 2050
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this fraction is projected to decline to just a tenth. Wetlands are the most impacted category,
having lost 87% of their extent in the modern era. The immediate causes of land degradation
are typically local — the inappropriate management of the land resource ...” [WWF Living
Planet Report 2018, page 42; emphasis added.]

In summary, the Earth, on a global scale, is being afflicted by “death by 1,000 cuts.”

Minnesota’s Natural Resources - Imperiled

Minnesota’s native plants and their communities have suffered great losses. Less than
1% of our native prairies and oak savannahs remain. Less than 2% of our old growth forests
remain.

About ¥ of Minnesota’s original wetlands remain. “It has been estimated that Minnesota
has lost approximately half of its original pre-settlement wetlands due to draining and filling for
agriculture and development, with some regions of the state having lost more than 90 percent of
their original wetlands (Anderson and Craig 1984).” (Kloiber, S.M. and Norris, D.J. 2013. Status
and Trends of Wetlands in Minnesota: Wetland Quantity Trends from 2006 to 2011. Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources, St. Paul, MN.)

“Monitoring suggests that about 40% of Minnesota's lakes and streams are impaired for
conventional pollutants.” (https://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/minnesotas-impaired-waters-list,
last visited 11/11/18.)

The Metropolitan Regional Park System contain the crown jewels of our area, with the
most sensitive and rare plant and animal communities. The deserve the highest degree of legal
protection.

Yet, our Metropolitan Regional Park System is also suffering from “death by 1,000 cuts.”

“Rescue of Environment is Central Organizing Principle”

Former Vice-President Al Gore wrote in Earth in the Balance: Ecology and the Human
Spirit (1992): "I have come to believe that we must take bold and unequivocal action: we must
make the rescue of the environment the central organizing principle for civilization." (Page
269.) Former Vice-President Gore continues: "Adopting a central organizing principle ... means
embarking on an all-out effort to use every policy, every tactic and strategy, every plan and
course of action - to use, in short, every means to halt the destruction of the environment and to
preserve and nurture our ecological system.” (Page 274.) [Emphasis added.]

The ethical/moral decisions, arising from the Regional Parks Policy Plan, must be
guided by this “central organizing principle.”

Park Reserves Are Ecologically Fragmented

The current Regional Parks Policy Plan — and draft amendment — state that “park
reserves” are subject to an 80% - 20% formula. That is, “at least” 80% of the land is preserved
to “protect the ecological functions of the native landscape”; and “up to” 20% is allocated for
“compatible recreational activities.”

Page 2 of 9
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Specifically,
“... regional park implementing agencies are required to manage at least 80%

of the park reserve as natural lands that protect the ecological functions of the
native landscape. [Page 14; emphasis added.]

“To establish and maintain an uncompromised sense of nature and protect high-quality
natural resources, at least 80% of each park reserve should be managed as wild lands
that protect the ecological functions of the native landscape. Up to 20% of a park
reserve may be developed for compatible recreational activities.” [Page 45; emphasis
added.]

Unfortunately, in many metropolitan “park reserves”, the “ecological functions” of the
80% natural areas are compromised - fragmented into smaller ecological units by incompatible
horse trails, paved bike trails, mountain bike trails, excessively wide cross-country ski trails, and
other park “improvements.” Often times, these trails are constructed in close proximity to each
other, diminishing the quietude of each recreational user.

Moreover, “park reserves” are very susceptible to political pressure by organized
recreation groups, who demand that their hobby be allowed in the park. For example, “single
track” mountain bike trails fragment natural habitat, damaging its “ecological function.
Furthermore, these “single track” trails are not compatible with people on foot, who would be
distracted from enjoying nature by having to be constantly on the lookout for fast-moving
cyclists.

Horse riders have enjoyed special privileges for many years, with fly-infested horse
manure lying along trails — land mines for unwary walkers.

The “wants” never cease; they only increase with each new hobby invention.

And the “Recreation-Industrial Complex” is always poised for a new capital project — or
as one of my clients bluntly stated: «... another wreck-reation ...”

All to Nature’s detriment ...

Specific Comments to Draft Regional Parks Policy Plan

Page 1, line 18:
Please specify what are the ... new demands stemming from demographic shifts ...”

Page 12, lines 27-28:

Current language states: “Provide a comprehensive regional park and trail system that
balances the conservation and restoration of natural resources with the provision of nature-
based recreational opportunities.” [Emphasis added.] We know that Earth is presently “out of
balance.” (Gore, 1992.) Please describe in detail how the Regional Park System will re-balance
conservation of natural resources.

Page 3 of 9
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Page 25, lines 27-39:

We support the acquisition of parks and trails, but are concerned that designation of these
acquisitions as “regional parks”, instead of “park reserves” removes the development constraints
of “park reserves.” That is, at least 80% of “park reserves” must be managed to ... protect the
ecological functions ...”

Page 31, lines 16-20:

Thank you for recognizing the non-profit partners, such as Parks and Trails Council of
Minnesota, Trust for Public Land, and The Nature Conservancy. Are there other non-profits
worthy of mention?

Page 38:

“Regional Parks” should be defined as 200-500 acres, not 1,000 acres.

“Park Reserves” should be defined as 500+ acres.

In this way, more land is subject to the “80% - 20%” formula governing “park reserves.”
This is particularly important when acquired land is near, or adjacent, to a natural resource
corridor.

Page 39:
“Hunter training education facilities” should be required to use non-toxic ammunition.
(It is our understanding this may already be occurring. Please confirm.)

Page 40:
Again, “regional parks” should be limited to 500 acres, not 1,000 acres.

Page 45:
Again, “park reserves” should be 500+ acres.

Page 81:
Again, “regional parks” should be limited to 500 acres, not 1,000 acres. “Park reserves”
should be 500+ acres.

Pages 88-89:

“Bridging facilities” are vague statements of good intention. They could be a Trojan
Horse for uses that are incompatible with nature-based recreation and protection of natural
resources. This needs clarification. Not every activity, proposed for location in a natural area, is
in fact a “nature-based” activity.

Nevertheless, SEA supports adequate funding of “bridging facilities” from other sources
where “bridging facilities” are located outside the regional park system.

Page 92-93:

Currently, public engagement is deficient in the park planning process. SEA supports
increased public engagement, including timely knowledge of proposals, access to information,
including park master plans and the parks’ planning process. SEA recommends a central website
that displays pending planning processes — and how to participate.
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Page 93, lines 18-33:

SEA supports on-the-ground surveys of plant/animal species, in addition to the criteria in
the section describing the Natural Resources Inventory (NRI). The endangered Rusty Patched
Bumble Bee (Minnesota’s “state bee”) requires particular attention; the Twin Cities is one of its
last strongholds on Earth.

Page 93, lines 32-33:

The draft states, “The final design and construction should allow the public to view and
enjoy these natural habitats with minimal adverse impact on that habitat.”

SEA notes Minnesota Rule 4410.4600, Subpart 27 exempts from environmental review
“constructing or rehabilitating” a non-motorized trail in the Twin Cities Metropolitan Regional
Park System. SEA supports working with Metropolitan Council and other interested parties to
repeal this rule. In this way, the environmental impacts of mountain bike trails and other projects
on Rusty Patched Bumble Bees — and other natural resources - can be better understood.

Page 95-96:
Again, SEA supports increased public engagement, including timely knowledge of
proposals, access to information, including park master plans and the parks” planning process.
SEA recommends a central website that displays pending planning processes.

Page 99, line 28:

Paved trails are not "equitable.” They discourage people on foot, seeking to stop to
enjoy, contemplate, and or photograph nature. Paved trails are good for access to and from the
park - not through the park.

Mountain bike trails are not “equitable.” They favor a limited age group, discourage
multiple uses (e.g. walking; nature photography), and can trammel natural resources more than
walkers.

Page 111, after line 39:

Please add another strategy: “System Protection — Strategy 7: Environmental Review.”
Again, the Regional Parks Policy Plan should require environmental review of certain proposed
trails and other projects.

Minnesota Rule 4410.4600, Subpart 27, exempts from environmental review the project
of “constructing or rehabilitating” a non-motorized trail in the Twin Cities Metropolitan
Regional Park System. Again, SEA supports working with the Metropolitan Council and other
interested parties to repeal the rule. In this way, the environmental impacts of mountain bike
trails and other trails on Rusty Patched Bumble Bees — and other natural resources - can be better
understood.

Page 113, after line 5:
Mountain Biking - was not a popular activity in the early 1970s, either inside or outside
the Regional Park System. They are located in natural areas — and further fragment the habitat.
For example, Carver Park Reserve contains the “Monarch Singletrack Trail”, a 10-mile
single-use mountain bike trail, through a vast area of intact “Big Woods” and prairie habitat, that
once contained only one hiking trail. Unfortunately, horses are also allowed in this area. (See
attached Exhibit 1.)
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Mountain bike trails have also fragmented habitat in EIm Creek Park Reserve —12.7
miles (Exhibit 2); Lake Rebecca Park Reserve — 13.25 miles (Exhibit 3); and Murphy-Hanrehan
Park Reserve - 10 miles (Exhibit 4).

Horses should be removed from the park system. Horse are incompatible with protecting
the “ecological function of the native landscape,” particularly when they are located in “park
reserves” - areas receiving the highest level of natural resources protection. They deposit
manure, with no requirements to pick up and remove the manure. (Unlike dog owners who pick
up and deposit pet waste in appropriate containers.) Horse manure can also spread exotic species.
Horses churn up trails, making them muddy and difficult to walk on. (Crow Hassan Park
Reserve is a glaring example of horse damage.)

Fishing, where allowed, should be conditioned upon the use of non-toxic tackle.

Snowmobiles consume gasoline and oil, contribute to global warming, cause noise and
air pollution, disturb animals, and damage habitat. They should be banned from the regional
park system.

Page 114, lines 7-8: Off-leash Dogs

The language, “... allowing off-leash dog use on a trail ...” is incompatible with the goal
of natural resource protection. Off-leash dogs disturb wildlife, damage habitat, and increase
conflict with other park guests. (Dogs are also imperiled when they encounter wild animals.)
Off-leash dogs should not be allowed in the Regional Park System. Off-leash dogs fail the
criteria stated on page 112:

1. “avoid or minimize adverse environmental effects”

2. “compatible with other uses and activities, minimizing user conflicts”

3. “conserve, enhance, and/or restore the natural-resource base”

4. “remove ... safety concerns”

Page 115, lines 18-109:

The Regional Parks Policy Plan should be amended to clarify the meaning of the
following language: “Regional park implementing agencies may participate in siting an off-road
vehicle use area.” ORVs should not be allowed in the Regional Park System.

Page 116, line 2:

SEA agrees that parks should not try to be ... all things to all people.” However, the
Metropolitan Council should explain why lines 3 to 11 (pertaining to a park classification
system) were deleted.

Page 116, lines 29-30:

The present language states: “Intense developments at parks and park reserves in the
Rural Service Area should be the exception rather than the rule and should be considered on a
project by project basis.” [Emphasis added.] It is unclear what criteria will be applied to these
projects. What does “project by project basis” mean?
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Page 116, line 39:

“... movies and music in the park ...” constitute non-consensual noise pollution and light
pollution, have adverse impacts on animals, and are incompatible with a nature-based system
unless contained inside buildings. This language should specify where these activities can occur.

Page 117, lines 29-30:

Please note the Plan states, “Study findings revealed the most preferred outdoor
recreational activities included walking, picnicking or barbequing, and playground use.”
Understandably, mountain bikes, horses, and snowmaobiling are not mentioned.

Page 188, line 12:

Please note the Plan states, “Walking remains the most frequently mentioned favorite
activity”, yet far too many trails are designated for horses and mountain bikes — incompatible
with walking.

Page 134, lines 9-10:

SEA strongly agrees that the Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund money
should be used for acquisition only — and not used for “development, redevelopment, or
restoration.”

Page 148:

SEA strongly agrees with the proposed language: “Work with stakeholders to develop a
set of Regional Parks System indicators as a foundation for continuous improvement and public
accountability to address key priorities such as strengthening equitable usage, managing natural
resources within the system, and contributing to climate resilience.”

SEA also strongly agrees with the proposed language: “Explore the development of a
land acknowledgement that recognizes and respects indigenous residents and the histories of the
land where our regional parks and trails are located.”

Page 149:

SEA generally supports recreational water trails, but is concerned about the
environmental impacts on the shoreland areas from camping and overuse. The Plan should
contain a provision for environmental review.

Summary

The current Regional Parks Policy Plan — and draft amendment — state that “park
reserves” are subject to an 80% - 20% formula. That is, “at least” 80% of the land is preserved
to “protect the ecological functions of the native landscape; and “up to” 20% is allocated for
“compatible recreational activities.” This ratio is not honored. Instead, multiple, incompatible
uses litter the natural landscape of the park reserves and other park units.

It is important to note that SEA is not against park development. For example, SEA is on
record supporting development of a bison range in Spring Lake Park Reserve, as part of the
Minnesota Bison Conservation Herd. (This assumes there are no genetically detectable cattle
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genes in the herd.) SEA also supports one contiguous range, to allow more natural conditions, as
opposed to 3 separate paddocks. It is laudable that 150 acres of native prairie will be restored.

Most important, the Regional Parks Policy Plan does not answer the question: What
are the limits to “development” within any unit of the regional park system?

Requests for Action
SEA respectfully submits the following requests to the Metropolitan Council:

1. Please acknowledge your agreement with Vice-President Al Gore’s statement that
“Rescue of the environment [is] the central organizing principle for civilization.”

2. Institute a moratorium, to be included in the Regional Parks Policy Plan, on building
any new trails until their environmental impacts are determined.

3. Work with interested parties to repeal the trail exemption from environmental review
under the Minnesota Environmental Policy Act.

4. Add language in the Plan to remove the incompatible uses and protect the natural
resources of the Regional Park System as much as possible.

5. Address the questions and comments in this letter, specific to the draft amendment to
the Regional Parks Policy Plan.

6. Expand the scope of the subject matter for public comment to the draft amendment to
the Regional Parks Policy Plan. Please include the topics stated in this letter and, more
broadly, invite public comments to these questions:

a. What does a natural resource-based regional park system look like?
b. What are the limits to development in all units of the regional park system?

7. Publish notice that the comment period has been extended for 120 days to allow the
public opportunity to fully engage in this process.

On behalf of SEA, I thank you in advance for your kind consideration and reply.

Sincerely yours,

Tonas & By

Thomas E. Casey
TECl/tc
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cc: SEA
Charles Zelle — Met. Council Chair — via e-mail: charles.Zelle@metc.state.mn.us
Christopher Ferguson — Met. Council Rep, District 3 — via e-mail:
christopher.ferguson@metc.state.mn.us
Robert Moeller, MOSC Representative, District B — via e-mail: bob@moeller.us.com
Lynnea Atlas-Ingebretson, Metropolitan Council Liaison to MOSC — via e-mail:
lynnea.ai@metc.state.mn.us

Emmett Mullin, Met. Council staff — via e-mail: Emmett.Mullin@metc.state.mn.us
file

Exhibit 1: Carver Park Reserve - Monarch Singletrack Trail
Exhibit 2: EIm Creek Park Reserve - Singletrack Trail

Exhibit 3: Lake Rebecca Park Reserve — Singletrack Trail
Exhibit 4: Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve — Singletrack Trail
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2610 University Ave W

#300

St. Paul, MN
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Metropolitan Council
Public Information
390 Robert St N

St. Paul, MN 55101

Re: Updates to the Regional Parks Policy Plan

To Whom It May Concern,

Our amazing park systems make the Twin Cities a safer, healthier, and more vibrant place
to live. The link between access to parks and open space and economic, health, and
climate outcomes, to name a few, is undeniable. Our parks have always been cherished by
us in the Twin Cities, but as the pandemic has proven, having a close-to-home park is

critical in maintaining physical and mental health.

The Trust for Public Land applauds the Metropolitan Council for supporting and
fostering a strong regional park system, and we are encouraged by the Council’s efforts to
address the health, climate, and equity issues we face, the ladder of which deservers our

utmost attention, action, and commitment.

We support the Metropolitan Council’s efforts to expand the park system; connect parks
and trails to places of employment, learning, and home; integrate the parks and trails
system with the broader transportation network; and to offer amenities, programs, and
park spaces that meet the unique needs, preferences, and priorities across race, ethnicity,

age, ability, income, and national origin.

The Trust for Public Land encourages the Metropolitan Council to geographically and

programmatically balance its offerings in urban, suburban, exurban, and rural areas. As
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our region and its population expand, we need to continue investments towards efforts to
preserve unique natural areas before those opportunities are lost permanently to
development. And at the same time, we must provide new, unique, and culturally-
relevant spaces within developed areas. We understand the Metropolitan Council and
regional park implementing agencies face limited budgets and as such we offer our

assistance in efforts to expand conservation and park development funding sources.

In that vein, The Trust for Public Land supports the additional language and emphasis on
exploring bridging facility opportunities within the first ring suburbs. As first ring
suburbs diversify, evolve, and urbanize, our region needs to place an emphasis on
providing regional amenities for these communities. That being said, we encourage the
Metropolitan Council to consider regional equity in its calculations. Many first ring
suburban communities in the north, east, and south metro are rapidly diversifying and
deserve more or equal attention in comparison to some of the more affluent west metro

communities identified in the Council’s maps.

Which, in that regard, we encourage the Metropolitan Council to improve the legibility of
its maps within the regional parks plan. We understand the need to balance the ambiguity
of search areas and the sheer size of the region, however, in terms of transparency,
accessibility, and good governance, we encourage the Council to consider improving the

quality, usability, and detail of the maps.

While there are many great park and trail proposals and search areas, we do want to
specifically call out our support for the Midtown Greenway Extension and closing gaps in
the grand rounds systems. These projects will provide critical links around and between

the cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul.



2610 University Ave W
#300

St. Paul, MN

55114

651-917-2240

tpl.org

In regard to parks and trails, we encourage the Metropolitan Council to consider efforts to
improve user experience and quality. Many parks and trails can be exposed to the
elements and air and noise pollution sources, especially highways. As our climate
changes, urban heat will become an increasing threat to our communities. Ensuring parks
and trails have shade, places to rest, and access to water and restroom facilities will

improve accessibility, use, and protect the health and well-being of parks and trail users.

Finally, we encourage the Metropolitan Council to consider its role in building
connections, reducing barriers, and convening stakeholders across disciplines and
differences. We know that our park systems do not operate within a vacuum. And we are
increasingly aware, often due to painful experiences, that not all of our parks are safe and
welcoming to everyone. Systemic racism and prejudice have plagued our region and our
park systems - our regional culture can be unwelcoming to newcomers and those seen by
some as different; policing whether by official systems or overzealous members of our
community can make our communities of color, low-income, and LGBT communities feel
unsafe; the impacts of a vast undersupply of affordable housing and shifting housing
patterns can lead to green gentrification and displacement and people experiencing
homelessness with nowhere to go but parks; epidemics of loneliness, obesity, and other
diseases threaten our mental and physical health; and the impacts of climate change and
urban heat island threaten the health, safety, and vitality of our most vulnerable and
historically marginalized communities. No one organization or individual will be able to
solve these systemic breakdowns. We encourage the Metropolitan Council to continue on
its journey of identifying solutions alongside the community while remaining aware of
the intersectionality of parks, housing, economic resiliency, climate change, health, equity,

and transportation. Please consider The Trust for Public Land a partner in this work.

Thank you for providing the opportunity to comment on the regional parks plan update.

We look forward to partnering with the Metropolitan Council on implementing the plan
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and advancing efforts to ensure everyone in our region has a high-quality park close to

home.
Best,
Eric Weiss, AICP

Community Powered Parks Program Director

The Trust for Public Land - Minnesota/Northwoods



From: Caito Bowles-Roth >

Sent: Friday, October 16, 2020 7:59 AM

To: Publicinfo <public.info@metc.state.mn.us>
Subject: Support for Midtown Greenway Extension

Dear Met Council,

| am writing to voice my support to add the Midtown Greenway Extension in St. Paul to the proposed 2040 plan Regional
Parks Policy Plan.

Kindly,

Caito Bowles-Roth

Caito Bowles-Roth

Co-Founder & Executive Director
Twin Cities Adaptive Cycling

x

https://www.tcacycling.org
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Twin Cities Community Agricultural Land Trust
Cadieux, Valentine
10/30/2020
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Urban Farm and Garden Alliance
Dodge, Diane
10/29/2020


BROWING HEALTHY COMMUNITIEB

QOctober 7, 2020

Hello Council Members,

We, the interns of Urban Roots are writing to comment on the park plan update and how it impacts
our lives. For over 50 years Urban Roots has been providing programming in the areas of architecture,
urban planning, economic and organizaticnal development—with a common thread of empowerment,
engagement and innovation. Since 1996 we have operated food and environmental programs on the
East Side of Saint Paul. These programs engage thousands of youth in education, training, and work .
projects that provide service to the community, develop young leaders and improve health and the
environment. Our activities directly benefit from a robust and representative park system. We are
writing to ensure parks become places that are representative of the entire history of the region as well
as inviting to all people to enjoy learning about that history. We also want to emphasize the need for
parks to provide the opportunity for learning about our natural environment and allow us to exercise
and use these spaces safely for recreational purposes.

Considering history:

Parks are more impactful when they provide a bigger history. For example, Bruce Vento Nature Refuge
has burial grounds and a cave with history. Having something to learn about the land you are visiting is
important. Telling histories is meaningful, Then, when visitors come, they know what land they're
standing on, what it means to stand there, and who is connected to the land. When we visit a park, we
want to know about all the events that happened there and how the land has changed. For example,
Trout Brook use to be a place for trains and trash. People came together to make it better.

It's important whose history is told. The histories need to be more inclusive, not just one group. It’s neat
to know these things. For example, Swede Hollow could have more recent history about who lives there,
not only the Swedes. We want to know also what the Ojibwe use the Mississippi for. Can parks include
more than one history?

Inclusivity

Everybody should be included in parks and be consulted. When a park or trail is put in, people who live
in the neighborhood around the park should be included in the process, but we also want environmental
experts to be included. Climate change and the need to mitigate its affects is very important to us and
our future.

Affordable access is important for families. If the park is free, they're more likely to go and be
comfortable. Parks should have a place to play volleyball or soccer, too. An open field that allows for
this is great. It doesn’t have to be an official field but just a space to play whatever game we choose at
the time. It’s important to have these things for families because you're less likely to go at our age
(teen) if you don’t go as a kid. We can’t afford to go if it’s even $2 or $3. At this point, it’s a time when
we’'re coming out of kid stage, and we pay for our own stuff. Free parks have given us the chance to
make memories that will stick with us the rest of our lives.

Parks can be more inclusive and show us we’re welcome by going beyond history to making connections
between different groups and the parks. For example, Hmong people do not have a history with the
Mississippi River, but the Mississippi River park can integrate our histories. The river park could have
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signs about how rivers are important to Hmong people and the people of Minnesota in similar
ways. This is a bridge to our understanding of the Mississippi River. History can find the commonality to
connect people to places.

We agree with our team member who said, “My people never had a place to call home. When parks
have signs and things that connect to me, | can know that this place belongs to me, that | have a place
here.”

Lastly, we would like to know how we can be a part of the parks going forward? We are trained in
ecology and sustainability and many other subject areas pertaining to these park spaces. We would like
to offer our help in providing services in the future. We are trained to teach other youth about native
plants, pollution, trees and habitat restoration. Do not hesitate to call on us in the future to help spread
the word about any subject we can in partnership with the parks. It would be an honor to know that our
hard work had contributed to the lasting future of the entire park system through service.

Thank you for taking the time to consider our thoughts on the future of our parks. We appreciate the
thoughtful process you have put forth for planning our future. We look forward to engaging with you
more in the future. If you have any questions for the youth of Urban Roots or would like to continue the
conversation about our concerns please feel free to contact us at:

Urban Roots

463 Maria Ave #207
St Paul, MN 55106
(651) 228-7073

info@urbanrootsmn.org

Respectfully Submitted,

Urban Roots Interns




Regional Parks Policy Plan Comment
Video

Name: Gustavo Ibarra (Urban Roots)

Date: 2020-09-30

Address: 1611 lowa Ave, St Paul, MN 55106
Age: 17

Message Summary: Use Bruce Vento Regional Trail often. Like that it connects to favorite parks, including local parks
like Harvest Park where | work for Urban Roots. Can use the trails to do everything from shopping to swimming at
Phalen Regional Park. Can connect to lots of places in my community using the Regional Trails System. It’s very fun to
see all those different places using the trails system as I’m biking more.

Original Message: B Gustavo Park Connect.mp4
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Wild Ones Prairie Edge Chapter
Torkelson, Marilynn
10/30/2020
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Comments from residents

The Council received 148 comment submittals on the draft amendment to the 2040 Regional Parks
Policy Plan from 145 residents of the region (two comments had multiple submissions). Thirty of these
comment submittals were emails, 114 were surveys, one video, and three voicemails.

Ackos, David
Aichinger, CIiff
Albaugh, Jannina
Amundson, Cortney
Anderson, Mishael
Anondson, Eric
Anonymous
Anstedt, Bill
Ashley, Kelly
Bancroft, Kara
Barten, Joe
Bartyzal, Tony
Beaudette, Jennifer
Beckius, Erica
Belter, Brenda
Bissonnette,
Raymond

Bohn, Chad
Brever, Eric
Brown, Katie
Bryan, Raymond
Burroughs, Stefany
Cecere, Dominic
Chatfield, Andrea
Cirillo, Ryan
Croatt, DeAnn
Deihl, Kiffin
Dimond, Tom (3
comment submittals)
Dohlman, Crystal
Duklet, Claire
Dunn, Susan
Eller, Brad
England, JJ
Fahey, Leigha
Fors, Marie
Frykman, Angie
Frykman, Paul
Gammon, Lisa
Garretson, Lisa
Gasterland, Hans
Gjerdingen, Steve
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Gjerdr, Angie
Goldade, Maggie
Goodman, Mark
Gould, Sam
Gregorie, Shirley
Griffith, Rachel
Gunvalson, Samuel
Guttmann, Jim
Hackett, Maureen
Hallet, Christine
Hammer, Tina
Hankerson,
Stephanie
Hanson-Busch, Mary
Harris, Cecily
Hartmann, Sandra
Hegland, Dustin
Heinen, Natile
Helgestad, Pauline
Holets, Katie
Huber, Michael
Illies, Dana
Jabas, Lindsay
Jansen, Andrew
Jasperson, Emily
Jelen, Dave
Jennifer

Jirik, Katie
Johnson, Andrew
Johnson, Bryan
Julie

Kiley, Emma
Klimp, Mary (2
comment submittals)
Knuteson, Steve
Kottke, Thomas
Kreutzian, Lexi
Kuechle, Lynne
Labelle, Stephanie
Lee, Brooke

Lee, Greg

Leigha, Fahey

Leiter, Bethany
Lexa, Caroline
Mackenthun, Jackie
Maruska, JoAnne
McNamara, Marianne
Melby, Jason
Meyer, Suzanne
Moore, Gordy
Moore, Jen
Murphree, Jennifer
Nasty, Donna
Novak, Heather
Novotny, Lora
O’Connor, Patrick
Olson, Allison
Ouradnik, Louise
Paulson, Emily
Peck, Claude
Prochaska, Nick
Prokopec, Marcia
Proulx, Mike
Rameyb, Brett
Raymond, Michael
Risse, Michael
Roepke, Dan
Rogers, Mary
Ruhland, Jan
Rusciano, Mark
Ryburn, Becca
Ryburn, James
Ryburn, Julianna
Sample, Bonnie
Sanz, Tina
Schoenecker, Jolene
Schoenecker, Sandra
Schroeder, Jennifer
Schwartz, Philip
Seifert, Rebbecca
Seru, Emily
Shaffer, Aaron
Shirley Schulz
Shoemaker, Tara



Slater, Karen (2
comment submittals)
Springer, Tim

Tang, Brian
Tarwuita

Thielbar, Amber
Thompson, Pat
Tietz, Pam
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Timmerman, Shanna
Tovo, Aaron

Tupy, Sue

Ulschmid, Emily

Van Wylen, Nathan
Vanderpoel, Jane
VanderSchaaf, Mark
Wagner, Jamie

Washa, Vicky
Wilson, Vita
Winter, Tyler
Wilizlo, Will
Wong, Crystal
Ykema, Gretchen
Zweber, Sara
Jansen, Jean



From: David Ackos <>

Sent: Friday, October 16, 2020 12:26 AM

To: PublicInfo <public.info@metc.state.mn.us>
Subject: Comment on 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan

| am writing to ask you to please add the Midtown Greenway Extension to St. Paul into your
parks plan. We already have exceptional bike infrastructure for the US, but with the right
investments, we will have world class bike infrastructure and people's lives will be bettered in
al kinds of ways. Please add the Midtown Greenway Extension to St. Paul to the 2040
Regional Parks Policy Plan!

Thank you so much,
David Ackos

David Lauer Ackos
They/them, He/him
davidackos@gmail.com | +1 612-361-7338

Caution! Thisemail was sent from an exter nal source. Do not click any linksor open
attachments unlessyou trust the sender and know the content is safe.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FMetropolitanCouncil&data=04%7C01%7CEleanor.Hohulin%40metc.state.mn.us%7C4432f0080fb346cdbe5c08d871e9e88e%7Cddbff68b482a457381e0fef8156a4fd0%7C0%7C0%7C637384596719987701%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=i7%2F4YfXJ4s7AENCzdTA3pBGIUChj7y2Vb%2FCkS91PoWA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2F%23!%2Fmetcouncilnews&data=04%7C01%7CEleanor.Hohulin%40metc.state.mn.us%7C4432f0080fb346cdbe5c08d871e9e88e%7Cddbff68b482a457381e0fef8156a4fd0%7C0%7C0%7C637384596719997672%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=5C%2FRj9gXZTMkh6XoQaWhF%2FCoNHnl3bP1fzKU8Rf0AwQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2FMetropolitanCouncil&data=04%7C01%7CEleanor.Hohulin%40metc.state.mn.us%7C4432f0080fb346cdbe5c08d871e9e88e%7Cddbff68b482a457381e0fef8156a4fd0%7C0%7C0%7C637384596719997672%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=UfvUCGXuia2eLslox0VEpXPuN9X0UVfMviduu8%2BFnzQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FMNORGMETC%2Fsubscribers%2Fnew%3Fpreferences%3Dtrue&data=04%7C01%7CEleanor.Hohulin%40metc.state.mn.us%7C4432f0080fb346cdbe5c08d871e9e88e%7Cddbff68b482a457381e0fef8156a4fd0%7C0%7C0%7C637384596720007604%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TqhCUItZO8yg1rR1zl%2Fsqh%2Fs4Dxu064qkty%2FCo8jaCE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:davidackos@gmail.com
mailto:public.info@metc.state.mn.us
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Aichinger, Cliff
10/30/2020
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Albaugh, Jannina
10/14/2020
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Amundson, Cortney
10/14/2020


‘Kjajes Aofus oy ||e 4o} Juswanoidwi ay1| Jo Ayjenb

1eaib e ag pjnom siy] ‘s1o0opino ay} Aofus pue asidiaxa 03 ade|d ajes e Jou S| aIay) asnedaq

S 1e 2Je 1eys ey} eale siy} punode skemybiy Jofew uo six|em pue sia¥Iq ‘siduunl JO 10| e aJe
949y ‘Wd1SAS died ay1 01 dN 129Uu0d P|NOM eyl WiaisAs [1eJ} e Se ||om Se a3e| Yl JO dpIS 1SOM

pue 3se3 8y} 109UU0D P|NOM 1By} WISAS |Iel) B 9A0| P|NOM | ‘97 Jepad) 4O 9pIS 1Se3 a3 UO dAl| |

FM| |99} pue 00| WISAS syed |euoibay wealp JNoA pjnom 1eym “/

| uondQ

020¢/S1/01
|9eysSI|A ‘uosiapuy


Anderson, Mishael
10/15/2020
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From: William Anstedt

To: PublicInfo
Subject: Public skateparks in regional parks
Date: Friday, October 23, 2020 2:12:35 PM

Good afternoon Met council,

| hope this email finds you all well. Thisemail isin reference to the draft amendment to
provide funding and infrastructure for skateparks in regional parks. Oftentimes skateparks are
not seen asregional draws. | would say that assumption isincorrect. Often times well done
skateparks can draw users to park that they may not have thought to go to. Many
skateboarders and bmx'ers enjoy the outdoors very much we like to hike and camp and even
fish. And even if we don't we have family members who do enjoy those activities. Providing
space for skateparks allows families for all members to enjoy outdoor spaces.

Also utilizing the terrain and natural infrastructure to be incorporated into skatepark design
creates interesting and unique features that are not found in city parks. Which gives park users
unique objects to use and utilize.

So | ask you consider voting in favor of including the funding for the inclusion of skateparks
in your funding.

Regards,
Bill Anstedt
Bill Anstedt

612-991-1426
Sent from my mobile device. Please excuse any spelling or grammatical errors.

Caution! Thisemail was sent from an external source. Do not click any linksor open
attachments unlessyou trust the sender and know the content is safe.


mailto:ws.anstedt@gmail.com
mailto:public.info@metc.state.mn.us
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Ashley, Kelly
10/15/2020


Regional Parks Policy Plan Comment

Voicemail
Name: Anonymous (Resident)

Date: 2020-09-23

Message Summary: Broad appreciation for Lake Minnewashta Regional Park, Carver County. Particularly the lawns,
beach, trails, and spacious and clean restroom facilities. It is a gem. It’s one of the reasons | am moving to this area next

year.

Original Message: 09-23 Voicemail

METROPOLITAN
G OUNG CIL
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Ashley, Kelly
10/15/2020
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Bancroft, Kara
08/27/2020
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Barten, Joe
10/15/2020
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Bartyzal, Tony
10/15/2020
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Beaudetter, Jennifer
10/15/2020
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Beckius, Erica
10/15/2020
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Belter, Brenda
10/14/2020
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Bissonnette, Raymond
10/29/2020


's|ieq pue syled Bunsixa uo sainssaid Bupnpas yoiym
‘saijlunpoddo |euoneadas atow apiaoid (spue| 4L ayi a31)) puel Aijenb ybiy siow buippy

¢NoA 03} ueaw wa3sAs [euoibay ayy 0y pue| Ayjenb ybiy Buippe pjnom 3eym ‘6L

'SaI}IAIOR AsN-1}nw YBnoay) yieap o3 pano| buiag aie syied Juaund UnQ jSOA

dou
Aym 10 Aypn ;sxied pue adeds uado ayy buipdeyoud pue soy bBuned poddns nok oq gl

aJ1|p|im 1oy uondajoid

pue jeyqey buipnioul ‘saioe Jo A1atiea e sapinoad yoiym pue ‘ssadde 0} Asea si ey} walshs v

;NOA 03 81| 00| Wa)SAS syied |euoibay Bulwodjam e saop 1eYm ‘L

‘syeAey pue saoued Jo Yyjoq ‘a|pped pIAe Ue we | 8snedaq ‘op | ‘S

dou
Aym 10 AYpn ¢|1esy Jo1em e uo bBuljpped spnjoul jeyy sjiely pue syied oddns nok og 9|

'SUBAW SIY} JBYM INS JON

230U Aym 1o AYpn ¢siasn sied mau awodam 0} saydeosdde anbiun poddns nok oq gL



‘paydajold aq 0} Juenodwi pawasp asIMIBYI0
10 ‘pajeuop 8 0} aWed Spue| Moy pue oym Jo AI01s 8y) 1ey) W 0} sueaw Juswabpajmoude uy

(noA 0} ueaw Juswbpajmous|de pue| e saop 1eYM ‘€1

$19119q aunynd pue AJolsiy InoA 108)81 WBISAS Syied [euolbay ay) pjnod MoH 'zl

‘spue|
JO S9SN [EDLI0ISIY SE ||aMm Se ‘apise 19s uaaq aAey spuepied moy pue Aym mou 0} poob s3] 'S9A

$NOA 0} UBBW SIY} P|NOM JRUYAA ;WSISAS
Syled |euolbay ay3 Jo A103SIY dAISN|DUI I0W e ||3) 0} SHoyd uoddns nok oq ||

"}sej 00} Aem o6 pue ajl|p|Im Jo siasn Jayio aledidijue 1o uoiuane Aed o) wess 3,uop sispu
ay] "sasn Jayio yim ajgredwodur aq 0} swaas bujiq uieyunow Ajjenadss ‘buryig “uonenaidde
pue UOIBAIBSO I|P|IM PUE ainjeu Joj AJuo apise 195 syied [eIaAds 9L O) 9AO| PINOM |

;91| |99} pue 00| WalSAS syied [euoibay wealp JnoA pjnom 1eypn ol

's|ied] 331D S,umolg pue [ied| Aemales sy} ape|quajjol pue ayiq os|e | Sjed
ouwi|3 9)e7 pue 'syied 91e1S UOYY pue uslg,O 18 buis pue Bupjiem Aofus pue ‘axe ysyuns pue
Jul0d Buld 1e Sj|em Juanbauy uoy 0B | ‘o11a 1sea ay} ul sjies) pue syied [euoibai [esanss 03 0b |

$ISIA NOA usym op noA op 1eypn ¢dA0] pue asn NoA op sjie} pue syied 1eypn 6

'sauo paned Auew os Ajjeradpa sjiesy Auew

0S P9U 3,UOpP SN 'S|1BJ} BSAL) WIOI) JJOUN JO S}I8443 ay) Yum Buijeap swajqoud Buiney Apeasje
ae 9\ "sedepns snolasadwi yym paned sjiesy Auew os Bulaey o) pasoddo osje we | '9AI9sqo

01 06 | 3)1|p|Im pue spuiq 8y} se ||am se ‘1ainb pue adead ay3 qunisip Asy "s1ayiq utejunow Aq
UMOP UNJ 1SOW (e J0 PagJnisIp 8¢ O} JUem 1,Uop | ‘SPOOM 3y} U jjem 13inb e uoj ob | uaym ‘puey
0 1n0 Aem uspob sey asn-13nw jo 1daduod ay] sjiesy aiow jou Ajjeadss pue ‘,syled, siow
JOAR} A|11BSSDDBU J0U Op | ‘Poau am YdIym ‘aI|p|Im 1o} seale |einjeu buidayoad poddns op | ojiym

{ou
Aym 10 AYpp ¢ wL1sAs syied |euoibay ayj o3 sjiely pue syted buippe poddns nok oq- g

020z/62/01

puowAey ‘@pLauuossig


Bissonnette, Raymond
10/29/2020
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From: Cecere, Dominic <> Sent: Thursday, October 15,
2020 3:36 PM

To: Publicinfo <public.info@metc.state.mn.us>
Subject: Greenway extension

| fully support the Greenway extension into St.Paul !
Dominic Cecere

Sent from my iPad
Dominic J. Cecere
Partner

STINSON LLP

50 South Sixth Street, Suite 2600

Minneapolis, MN 55402

Direct: 612.335.7005 \ Mobile:

612.709.7009 \ https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stinson.com%2Fpeople-
DominicCecere&amp;data=04%7C01%7Cpublic.info%40metc.state.mn.us%7Ca5a3736214b64c6d27f508d87149f151%7
Cddbff68b482a457381e0fef8156a4fd0%7C0%7C1%7C637383909692563832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsh3d8eyJWIjoi
MCAwLjAwMDAILCIQIjoiV2IuMzIliLCJBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6EMNn0%3D%7C2000&amp;sdata=THfPXhYDteTgDzhx5%2FZy
OWIf%2BSQ0dxgYzfbi2U8UytM%3D&amp;reserved=0

Assistant: Nancy Sirany \ 612.335.7008 \ mailto:nancy.sirany@stinson.com

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stinson.com%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7Cp
ublic.info%40metc.state.mn.us%7Ca5a3736214b64c6d27f508d87149f151%7Cddbff68b482a457381e0fef8156a4fd0%7C
0%7C1%7C637383909692563832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAILCJQIjoiV2IuMzliLCJBTil6lk1
haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&amp;sdata=8EKwSNikrkxOnXnencaU6GZYWI1%2BuJ47apgYclihDLps%3D&amp;reserv
ed=0

This communication (including any attachments) is from a law firm and may contain confidential and/or privileged
information. If it has been sent to you in error, please contact the sender for instructions concerning return or
destruction, and do not use or disclose the contents to others.

Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stinson.com%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7Cp
mailto:mailto:nancy.sirany@stinson.com
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stinson.com%2Fpeople
mailto:public.info@metc.state.mn.us

From: TOM DIMOND <>

Sent: Sunday, October 18, 2020 8:03 PM

To: Mullin, Emmett <Emmett.Mullin@metc.state.mn.us>

Subject: Input for the Community Development Committee on Monday

Emmett,

Thanks for getting back to me. My wife had to go into the hospital last week and | am going to be at the VA
Medical Center for much of tomorrow. We will both be fine, it just means | am slow to return your call. In
the mean time the issue below is coming before the Community Development Committee. | support the
suggested changes and it highlights one of the concerns involved with the proposal to dump dredge spoils into
Pig's Eye Lake. Not only was there no public engagement, the public was denied the ability to participate in
the development of the plan. | hope to be able to participate tomorrow. If | can not make it, please consider
this my testimony.

Thank you,

Tom Dimond

Tom Dimond
219 Skyway Drive
Saint Paul, MN 55119

Metropolitan Council
Community Development Committee


mailto:Emmett.Mullin@metc.state.mn.us

RE: 2020-262 Draft Amendment to the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan
| hope to participate in the October 19, 2020 public hearing. If unable, please consider this as my testimony.

| would like to commend you and encourage your approval of Chapter 5 recommendations that ensure broad
public engagement and public participation. | also strongly support language to provide accountability that
these policies are implemented. When it comes to ensuring broad public engagement and participation in the
development of a Regional Park Master Plan or Plan Amendment, the Metropolitan Council has the ability to
ensure public participation. It is essential that all of the public are valued participants throughout the planning
process. Itis also essential that there be accountability to hold people accountable that this is actually
happening.

| encourage you to add language that public participation and public engagement applies from start to finish
of the planning process. A truly participatory and representative process cannot be just a thumbs up or
thumbs down after all the options have been decided, design work is done, and agencies have signed off.

| previously submitted testimony about a real-life example of park planning that ignored Met Council public
engagement and participation policies. | requested on multiple occasions to participate and was told the
public could not participate in the planning. They insisted it was an agency only process. | asked to at least
receive meeting minutes so | could follow what was being considered. | was told the public could not see any
information until they had completed their plan.

The Met Council Park Planning Policy calls for public engagement and participation process to engage the
public in the development of the master plan amendment. The public engagement process must seek to
mitigate existing racial, ethnic, cultural, or linguistic barriers and include people of diverse ages, races,
ethnicities, incomes, national origins, and abilities. How is this possible when the public is not allowed in the
room?

| strongly support the recommended changes to more fully include the public in park planning. Ultimately, it is
up to the Met Council to ensure that plans do not move forward without the public engagement and

participation you call for in the Park Planning Policy.

Thank you for the opportunity to participate.

Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.



From: TOM DIMOND <

Sent: Sunday, October 18, 2020 8:34 PM
To: PublicInfo
Subject: Support for more inclusive planning process

Tom Dimond

219 Skyway Drive

Saint Paul, MN 55119

Metropolitan Council

Community Development Committee

RE: 2020-262 Draft Amendment to the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan

| hope to participate in the October 19, 2020 public hearing. If unable, please consider this as my testimony.

| would like to commend you and encourage your approval of Chapter 5 recommendations that ensure broad
public engagement and public participation. | also strongly support language to provide accountability that
these policies are implemented. When it comes to ensuring broad public engagement and participation in the
development of a Regional Park Master Plan or Plan Amendment, the Metropolitan Council has the ability to
ensure public participation. It is essential that all of the public are valued participants throughout the planning
process. It is also essential that there be accountability to hold people accountable that this is actually
happening.

| encourage you to add language that public participation and public engagement applies from start to finish
of the planning process. A truly participatory and representative process cannot be just a thumbs up or
thumbs down after all the options have been decided, design work is done, and agencies have signed off.

| previously submitted testimony about a real-life example of park planning that ignored Met Council public
engagement and participation policies. | requested on multiple occasions to participate and was told the
public could not participate in the planning. They insisted it was an agency only process. | asked to at least
receive meeting minutes so | could follow what was being considered. | was told the public could not see any
information until they had completed their plan.

The Met Council Park Planning Policy calls for public engagement and participation process to engage the
public in the development of the master plan amendment. The public engagement process must seek to
mitigate existing racial, ethnic, cultural, or linguistic barriers and include people of diverse ages, races,
ethnicities, incomes, national origins, and abilities. How is this possible when the public is not allowed in the
room?

| strongly support the recommended changes to more fully include the public in park planning. Ultimately, it is
up to the Met Council to ensure that plans do not move forward without the public engagement and
participation you call for in the Park Planning Policy.

Thank you for the opportunity to participate.

Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.



From: TOM DIMOND <

Sent: Monday, October 19, 2020 6:40 AM

To: Mullin, Emmett

Subject: Park Planning Engagement and Participation
Emmett,

Chapter 5 amendment. When it comes to those that should be included, in park
planning engagement and participation, the list should include Veterans. Sorry | failed
to include this. As a Veteran and one who volunteers to help fellow Veterans and
advocate for care the parks system has special meaning to many Veterans. Veterans
find the park system a valuable place to help with PTSD, and overall health of the body
and mind. Facilities that help Veterans live a better life include facilities that
accommodate some of the unique needs of Veterans and also benefit others. If you
would mention Veterans as a consideration to the Committee it would be greatly
appreciated.

Tom Dimond

Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Duklet, Claire
10/15/2020


Regional Parks Policy Plan Comment

Voicemail
Name: Susan Dunn (Resident)

Date: 2020-10-12
Phone Number: 651-777-0197
Message Summary: Opposition to Regional Trail connecting Phalen Regional Park and Lake Elmo Park Reserve.

Original Message: This is Susan Dunn (651-777-0197), it is October 12t 2020, | read the newspaper article in St Paul
Press about connecting trail to Lake EImo park reserve. | am 80 years old and was involved extensively when the park
reserve was developed, and this was never to be connected to these other areas. There are lots of issues in other
sections of our communities. It would be wrong to put a trail that connects Phalen to the Regional Park reserve. | am
opposed to that proposition. Someone can call me if they desire. | would appreciate you putting my comments in: No to
connecting Lake EImo Park Reserve with the inner city, it’s supposed to be only 20% developed.

METROPOLITAN
G OUNG CIL
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Gammon, Lisa
10/14/2020


From: Lisa Garretson

Sent: Thursday, October 15, 2020 8:05 PM

To: Publicinfo <public.info@metc.state.mn.us>
Subject: Please extend the Greenway to St. Paul!

Hello - I am writing in support of extending the greenway from Minneapolis to St. Paul. As a resident of the Longfellow
neighborhood, | am a heavy user of the trail to reach the western part of Minneapolis, but | am forced to use alternate
trails or surface streets when going east.

Extending the Greenway to St. Paul would effectively double the occasions | would be able to use the trail and make
bicycle commuting an even safer option for trips | make around the city.

Thanks,
Lisa Garretson
Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Gasterland, Hans
10/16/2020


From: Steve Gjerdingen <>

Sent: Monday, October 19, 2020 9:02 AM
To: Publicinfo
Subject: "Comment on Draft Amendment to 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan"

Dear Met Council,

| heard about 2 recently mentioned "search areas" in your Regional Parks Policy Plan development: the Midtown
Greenway Extension and the Ford Spur Trail. I've been following the conversation about the Midtown Greenway
extension for years, ever since | discovered the Greenway (back in 2007). | am excited of the prospect of connecting St.
Paul to this system and highly encourage the further study of how to make this happen. | also heard about the Ford Spur
Trail as a possible rails to trails conversion. | also think that would be worth exploring given the opportunities in regards
to connecting the new Ford development with West 7th.

--Steve Gjerdingen

Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Gjerdr, Angie
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Goodman, Mark
10/15/2020
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Gould, Sam
10/29/2020
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Griffith, Rachel
10/15/2020
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Gunvalson, Samuel
10/16/2020
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Hallet, Christine
10/15/2020


From: Tina H. >

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2020 7:03 AM
To: PublicInfo

Subject: Bike Trails

Hello,

I'm submitting comments on the bike trails project | read about in the Pioneer Press on 10-11-20. I'm in favor of these
Twin Cities projects, particularly the Midtown Greenway extension and the extension of bike trails to the Washington
County parks. I'm also in favor of using taxpayer dollars to maintain existing bike trails, for instance, the Gateway Trail
which at times has needed resurfacing. The more that cyclists can be provided safe pathways within the city and from
the city to scenic suburban areas, the better.

Thank you,

Tina Hammer
St. Paul Resident

Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Overall

Adding, modifying, or expanding parks and trails
Equitable Access

Reconsidering History

Climate Resilience and Natural Resources

O O o o o

Park and Trail Boundary Adjustments
|:| Bridging Facilities
|:| | don't know

Regional Water Trail Policy

9.Comment

If you are referring to a specific page number in a chapter, please include that in your comment.

When developing this policy consider that all lakes and all rivers may not be suitable. And
seriously discuss whether it serves no motorized hand carried boats such as kayak, canoe, sail
boat, dragon boat, paddle board, windsurfer, etc. Consider what amenities are helpful for water
trail sites. i.e. parking, picnic table, restroom, boat wash, trash can, launch this is not a concrete
ramp. It is natural soil or a low freeboard pier. Signage is very important too. Any users should
know local rules/regulations, DNR or Coast Guard rules but also how far to stay away from
threatened/endangered wildlife or migrating waterfowl to not impact them further. Maps are
also crucial so people know the distance between launches and what amenities are available and
what is any amenities are fully accessible.


Harris, Cecily
10/01/2020


SHOM SIY} Ul PApNPUI 3G PINOYS Ul NOA OP OUM b1

BuiyioN

£NOA 0] UeBW JUBWBPAIMOUN DR pue| B S30P J_UM 'ST

¢4amaq a1nyjnd pue A103slYy INOA 131481 WaISAS Sled [euoibay ay3 pinod MOH ZT

*SIy} Aq ueaw Aj|eal noA Jeym 3e3s noA 3,uop AU *si ,Juswabpajmousde pue|, Jeym ains
JON "3Je M a1aym dn papua am moy pue jsed a3 sbpsimoudde 03 Jueypodwi Si i JUIYY I

¢NOA 03 UBBW SIY3} PINOM JBUM ¢ WISAS
syIed |euoibay ay3 Jo AI03SIY SAISNDUI SJ0W e |19} 03 SHoYd poddns noA oq 1T

*UONESISAUOD [RUOIBRI Japeoiq pue juswbpajmousoe puel ybnodyy Aloisiy
siyy buriouoy asojdxa 03 sasodoud ‘sapuabe bunuawsajdwi syJed jeuoibal QT ay3 yum diysiauped
1Dun0) ueyljodotid|y YL “Ssuoneu [equl ay3 ‘spiema)s [eulblio asay 104 duedyiubis jeuossad

pue ‘|lemyuids ‘[eo1i03s1y 3ea1b pjoy spue| ayL awoy paj|ed pue Joj paled buol aaey ajdoad
2103 3Y3 pue a|doad ageeulysiuy ay3 38y} Spue| Uo aJe s|iesy pue syied s,WwaiSAS Ssyied [euoibay
3y "wa)sAs syled |euoibay sy Jo juswdoeAsp sy uo pey aAey sapijod ajqejinbaul sypedwi

QU3 SIUBWINJOP pue S3GLIISDP 1oy} APNIS [EILI0ISIY-{eINYIND B JO uoneald ayy sasodoid |1puno) ayL

Aloisiy buliapisuoday

suonsanb saway} pue sa103S - Z uondo

"JI| pUB pauleIUleW |9\ "9SN pue SSIDde 0} Ase]

1| [994 pUB Y0O| WIISAS Siled [RUOIBDY WeaJp INOA PINom JeUm 0T

“Bop ayy yum Aerd
pue |ep\ “spusily pue Ajjwey yim dn 399J "SHa0U0D pusqly ‘siuus) pue jjob Aejd jem ‘axig

SSIA NOA UBYM Op NOA Op JeYA\ ¢9A0| puB 3sn NOA op s|iely pue syled 1eym 6

*aARY AjjuaJind M jeym uiejuiew o3 Ajljige Jno Jiqiyul Juop am buippe Aq yi Ajuo

¢ WRISAS Syued |euoibay ayy 03 sjiesy pue syded buippe Joddns noA oq g

*saninoe Jeindod

Jayyo buowe ‘aunjeu ui buieq pue ‘bupyiq ‘bunjiy ‘buidwed ‘Buppiudid ‘Ajunwiwod buipjing ‘spualdy
pue Ajwey yym buidsuuod 1oy syed s,uoibal sy asn 9jdoad *padJojulas ale Wa)sAs au) 03 S|iesy
pue sy.ed ppe 03 sue|d s,|1PUN0D 3Ul ‘6TOZ Ul WISAS SxIed |euoibay ay) JO asn piodat buimojjo4

s|ie] 1o syied buippy

suonsanb saway) pue salols - ¢ uondo

‘paulejuiew ) dosy 03 Ayoeded sy S| a4y3 SSajuNn
3Ing 89 p|noys mau Buiyio pauiejuiew Ajjualsisuod aq ) Jeyy i waisAs y.ed e oy Ayoud v

$VI| [99) pue 00| WISAS Syled [euoiBay Wwealp INoA pjnom Jeym °/

T uondo

0202/,2/80
elpues ‘uuewpeH


Hartmann, Sandra
08/27/2020


‘paulejulew Ajjus3sISUod aq JoUUeD seale Mau pue bunsixa i 3 poddns juop I

¢NOA 0} uesw wWa3sAS |euolbay ay3 03 pue| Ajljenb ybiy buippe pjnom jeym "0z

¢NOA 0] Ja)1ew JUBWIUOJIAUS INO 10) Bulied saop AYm '61

éou Aym
10 Aypn ¢syded pue aoeds uado ayy bunoasjoud pue Joj bued poddns noA oqg *8T

*syeyqey |eanid buipinoid pue

“193em bBuibeuew ‘uonnjiod buiybly a1,9Mm ‘WSAS Syled |euoibay ayy buipuedxs Ag ainjeu Jnoge
suonelauab aimny Huiyoeay pue ‘ainjesadway bupesopow ‘syeyqgey buipinoid Ja3em buipdsiold
‘Ayaiesy sn buidesy — abueyd ajewip bupebiiw ul 9jo4 Juedyiubis e sAejd puepled ‘S3ewiP
24n3ny JUSI|ISa] 10w e 10y syuelnjjod Jo Jie ay3 buues)d ‘assydsowie a3 Jo sbun| ay3 aJe soa.]

S19SN 9SIDAIP ‘9|qISsadde ‘ajes

¢NOA 03 91| 00| WISAS SHJed [euoibay Buiwodom e saop 1eym /T

wayy uo Bulll suapisas ay3 Isnl
uey) aiow AQ juswAolua 413y} poddns pinoYs pue Sa2.1n0SaJ 131eM JU||9IXD dABY 9M ‘BInS

é1ou Aym
10 Ayp ¢|iedy Jagem e uo buipped apnpui 3eys sjiesy pue syted yoddns noA oq ‘91

¢s4asn yded mau snf
Aym os|y -jueaw Ajjeoi1dads si Jeym uo spuadap 31 954n0d Jo g eap! [esausb ayy poddns 1

éou
Aym 1o Aypn ¢s1asn dded mau swodem 03 saydeoldde anbjun poddns noA oq gt

*uoibaJ ay3 ul SI9AL pue syl 9|pped

0} 9|doad Joj saoe|d ajes Buipiroid yied ,jiely sa3em, e Buiysijgelss Japisuod ose ||im 3epdn Siyl
*awodul pue sanijige ‘sabe ‘suiblio [euoneu ‘saiIUYID ‘sadel Juatayip Jo 9idoad Aq uonedpiped
Japeouq abeinodus syled Jno ainsua 03 34 [|IM AJjIDey SIY3 Jo [eob ay ) a1epdn siyy yum ,Ajjoeq

Buibplig, e pajjed ainjea) uoneadal |epads Jo adAl mau e uieb |Im waisAs Syled [euolbay syl

ssa20e 3jqeyinb3

suonsanb ssway) pue saLIO}S - ¢ uondo

'S|U} JaMSUR 03 S| 31 JBUM MOUY 0} DABH



"30IU 3 OS|e p|nom eale
U3 ul syded ayy ||e bunosuuod buluuew pue 4 pd Aiunod /e Ay ‘g6 Amy buoje 1esy ax1q paaed
Y 'S9SIN0D 9)1g uieyunow peoJ JJo pue syded 33e)s ‘SasInod J|oo) JSIg 210W 935 0] 1| PINOM |

¢I| [93) puk 00| WSAS SHed [euoibay wealp INoA pjnom ey °z

T uondo

020¢/¥2/60
unRsng ‘pue|baH


Hegland, Dustin
09/24/2020


‘anbeld MaN 0} e Jepad) Woly |1e} djig e 93S 0} dAO| P|NOA

;1| [994 pue Y0O0| WalSAS syied |euoibay wealp JnoA pjnom jeypn ‘L

| uondo

0zoz/st/o1
aulined ‘peisabjsH


Helgestad, Pauline
10/15/2020


‘WasAs yled

JUS1IND INO 0} }3SSE |NJISPUOM B ¢ P|NOM 3 UMO] O} }eY3} }09UUO0D O} SUBSW B PUlj P|NOD aM J|
‘spooysoqybiau Buipunotins sy} punose sdeim 31 MOy dA0| | pue jealb si wJiey sy} punose waisAs
el 8y "wJeq e Jepad 01 UMo} wolj yied pamow Jo pased e Jayiia 995 0} 9A0| P|NOM |

;M| |99} pue 00| WalSAS syied |euoibay wealp JnoA pjnom jeym 2

| uondo

0202/1/01
aney ‘s19|oH


Holets, Katie
10/14/2020


£NOA 0} ueaW JuBWBpPaIMOU DR pue| B S0P UM '€T

*UORUINE DIOUW SIAIISIP dAOGR QT UONSANb i i .
SUIYY T “(JRYHSPUEBN JO 3] B|GRINSE3W B U}IM) JUS0S3p Ueadoing Jo ueisedne) e sy USIA noA usym op noA Op JeyM ¢9A0] pue asn noA Op sjieq pue mv_._Mn_ 1eym-e

£49119q a4y nd pue AI03SIY INOA 109)Ja4 WRSAS SHed [euoibay ay) pjnod MOH "ZT

'SBA
WY} yum uonelojdxs syuerem
(suoneyojdxa 3sed buipnjour) sabejuay aARdadsas J1By) JO Juswabpajmousde pue ‘spusiy
pue $an6e3||03 UEDLIBLUY UBDLYY 1§ UEILIBWY SANEN JO [NJpURY B AT "LIoYa SIy) Loddns | SWSAS syied |euoibay ayj 03 sjiey pue syted buippe J1oddns noA oq °g
¢NOA 0] UBBW SIY} PINOM JRUAN ¢ WISAS
SyIed |euolbay 2yl Jo AI0Isiy dAISNPUI SJow e |93 03 SHoya poddns noA oq Tt ‘saipape Jejndod

Jay30 Buowe ‘aanjeu uj buaqg pue ‘bupyiq ‘bupy ‘buidwed ‘Buppiudid ‘Ajunwwod buip|ing ‘spuaty
"UOESIBAUOD [euoIBal Japeolq pue Juawbpaimowde puel yBnoiyy Aloxsiy pue Ajiwey yum buposuuod 1oy syed s,uoibas ay3 asn 9|dosd ‘padojuinl dle WalsAS ay) 03 s|iesy

siy} Buouoy a10jdxa 03 sasodoud ‘sapuabe bunuawaldwi syed [euoiba QT ay3 yum diyssauped /
5Uno) Ueyjodosialy YL "SUOHRU [equil Sy} ‘Spiema)s [eulbLo asay) 1oy aouedyiubis [euosiad pue sxted ppe 03 sue(d s,PUNOD BU3 ‘6TOT Ul WASAS SH1ed [2UOIBY 3L JO SN pidaI Buimojio4

pue ‘lemuids ‘|eanioisiy 1eaib pjoy spue| ayL "swoy paj|ed pue 1oy pated buo| aney ajdoad

e103eq 2UY3 pue 3jdoad aqeeuySIUY BU3 JeU} SPUB| O B8 S|ies} pue syied sWlsAS Syed [euoibay Sjiel] 1o S)Jled @C_U_U<
3L "W)SAS Sxed [euolbay sy Jo Juawdojasp ay} uo pey aaey sapijod sjqeynbaul syedwi
3U3 S)USWINJ0P pue S3LOSAP Jeuy ApN3s |e2LO0ISIY-|eIn3|nd e Jo uofeald ayy sasodoud [1punod ayL

A03s1y Burispisuoday suonsanb sawayy pue sal0ls - z uondo

suonsanb sswayy pue salos - z uondo

‘[9A3] [euoibal pue pooysoqybiau ayj je Juenodwi ale
sanjeA asay ‘sjaoJed padojaasp 03 spuejiam pue aoeds paisaloy JO ofel 8y} puedxa Jo/pue
9AJI3saId 0} S|Ies} pue seale [einjeu jeuoiippe buippe pue ‘sa2inosal bunsixa Buialasald

*9]eds ul puedxa 0} 31 MOJ[e pue ‘BuiISIXS Sy} SAIISI 106 SA,3M JeuMm JO SI0[

£)1] [99) pue Y00| WRJSAS Siled [euoifay Wealp JNoA pjnom Jeym "0T

$MI| [99) pue Y00| Wa)SAS Syed |euoibay Wealp INoA pinom ey °/

‘uoialRl ‘Aydesbojoyd ‘Buiysyy ‘buniiy ‘bulpiiq = SSIIAIPY "NIW MN Ul saisadoud
Aduensasuo) aunjeN AJuUno) UOISNOH 0} BISEY] WOy *** AS]|eA JBALY IdISSISSIN dYL *d10yS
UHON 313 uo 1eal BupyiH Jouadns 3yl *(dSIN 03 uepior wiosy) 3bnsay aIp|IM [euoneN Asjen T Co_un_o
NI "uo1bal au3 Jo apIs YHou a3 uo A1y solie) ‘NIW ‘uebe3 ui syied snolep “wnialogly
adedspue NN YL "0D I03eq Ul S||IH UOURGST PUe ‘SPOOM [IBI3HUM ‘SUIARY 3|IIASBIIN

0202/£2/80
|9eUdIW 43qNH


Huber, Michael
08/27/2020


"3WI} JaA0 sispew Ajjeal Jeym 03 10adsal YIm ssaibo.d

¢NOA 03 ueaw wWB)SAS |euolbay ayy 03 pue| Ajljenb ybiy buippe pjnom 3eym "0z

‘9A0Qe 935

¢NOA 0} Ja11ewW JUSLIUOIIAUS Ino 1oy Bulied saop AUM ‘6T

'S|U} padU S)UBPUISIP
INQO "3|qRUIRISNS SS3| PUB SAIPIRIYIR SS3| SIIHUNWILWIOD INO Yew [[IM Sjuejiqeyul 013w
0} 9|qIsSsa0e $224n0sal |edmjeu (uodn puedxa pue) aAlasaid 03 ainjied *saA ‘Ajjeoneydwy

£3ou Aym
10 Aym ¢syed pue aoeds uado auyy buipdayoud pue Joy bulied poddns noA oq '8T

*syeyqey |eonid buipiaoid pue

133em buibeuew ‘uonnjjod Bunybly a4,9Mm ‘WSAS SHIed [euoibay ay) buipuedxs Ag *ainjeu jnoge
suonesauab ainyny Buiyoes) pue ‘aanjesadwsy bupesspow ‘syejigey buipirold “a3em bunosyoad
‘Ay3jeay sn buidasy — abueyd ayewp bupebiniw ul 910 Juesiubis e sAejd puepiied “ajew|p
2Jn3ny Jul|ISaJ 40w e Joy syueinjjod Jo Jie ayy buiues)d ‘alsydsowie ayy Jo sbun| ayj aJe saad

Sylded Uy} pue ‘arewl) uswuoliAug

suonsanb saway) pue salo)s - ¢ uondo

*UOIIRIBPISUOD B 3] 0} Spaau uone|ndod |euoibas 1no Jo abejuadiad Ja3ealb e 03 Ay
J93eaib 3ng *** AJIjIgeuleISnS |RIUSWUOIIAUD pue uopeAlasald |einjeu Jo duepoduwl
2y} aziseydwia 03 pud}  ‘djoym-e-se-uoibai a3 SSOJIe SI9}eM pue SPOOM JO HIOMIBU W

¢NOA 01 21| 00| WISAS Syileq [euoibay Huiwodam e ssop 1eym /T

*s|leJ} J31eM PIBS UO SSWN|OA diyjes) uo sywil yim sdeysad ybnouyy = SoA

é30u Aym
10 AUM ¢l1et3 Ja3em e uo Buipped apnpui 3eyy sjiesy pue syued poddns noA oq 97

“Jno as.ed 03 uondayal |NYbnoyy pue
awn ayey ||,3ey3 abusjieyd juedyiubis e si Ajjigissadoe Japeolq buney|oey pue uoneasasaid
|einjeu usaMiaq Sdueleq au3 bupiiaS *s|1eISp U3 Ul 3q ||IM |IASp By L *saA ‘Bdipuld ug

éou
Aym 10 AU\ ¢S19sn yied mau awodam 03 saydeoldde anbjun poddns noA oq ST

*uoifal aUj Ul SIS pue S0 3|pped

0} 9|doad 1oy saoe|d ayes Huipinoid yied ,jiesy Ja3em, e bulysiiqeiss Japisuod osje ||im a3epdn Siyl
*awoou| pue sanljiqe ‘sabe ‘suiblio [euoneu ‘saidIuYIS ‘saoes Juasaylp Jo ajdoad Aq uonedpiied
Japeo.q abeinodus syled 1no ainsus 03 39 ||Im AjIoe) SIy3 Jo [eob sy -a3epdn siyy yum ,Axjoe4

buibpuig,, e pajjed a1njesy uoneasdal [eads Jo adAy mau e uleb [IM WalsAS syued euoibay syl

ssaooe 9|qelnby

suonsanb saway) pue saL01S - ¢ uondo

“Juswbpajmousioe an1asap os|e Ajuuadsold
pue ABJaud "S"n 03 SUOHNQLIIUOD JUSLIND pue AJRIIA 3SOUM NI 0} Sjueibiwiwi Jamau
woJj 3ndul pue *** SSUNWWOD UBDLISWY UBDLLYY pue UedLISWY SARRN wodj Indul [eusiep

&HOM SIUy Ul papnjoul 8q pINoys Uiy} NoA op oYM "+ T

's93€e15 pajun
3Y) JO S2LINJUBD M3 1SB| B3 UIYNIM uonejiojdxa pue uoisniul ueadoing Jo Adeba| aanisinboe
“Is1oes ayy bulpseba. uoniuod pue adsal pue uoniubodas jo ubis e aq (adoy 1) pjnom 31




dlem/ax1q/und

1abuoj e 10} yied sy} jo A1a4es ay3 aAey ued | 0s 9say} a1 syied yum sease 0} USALIP dAeY | SaWl}
Auen "a1ay Buinow ul Joyde} Buipidap e aq pjnom 1l eale sy} Ul aAl| Apead|e Jupip |} Ajjeuosiad
"S21UNWWOD 213y} ul syzed asayy aAey said Jaylo Auey ‘saied yioq oy Jabuep ayy aziwiuiw
01 SPEOoJ 3} UO SALIP OYM dSOU} Se [|9M Sk Sa1IAI}De 958y} bulop uosiad sy} 1oy [eyauaq aq
pnom 1] "A312 INO Ul S|IBJ} SNONUIIUOD OU 3Je 943Y1 Se Speold AJUNod 1y S199J1S UO SUOop 3( 0} pasau
Sa11IAI30e 353y} Jo Auel "Bupjjem/Buiuuni/Buidiq 1o} S|iel} PaNUIZUOD 9ABY O} 91U 8q P|NOM }|

FM1| |99} pue 00| WISAS syed |euoibay wealp JNoA pjnom 3eym -/

| uondo

020¢/s1/01
eueq sal|I


Illies Dana
10/15/2020


‘sde| snonuiuod 4oy doo| pue 303Uu0Dd [|e S|ied]

$1] |99} puk 00| Wd1SAS syled |euolbay wealp JnoA pjnom ey 0l

Iq ‘punosbAe|d uo Aejd ‘saauy quiipd ‘syred ayi djem apa ed jeuoibal axeq Aies|d

¢USIA NOA usaym op noA op 1eyp\ ¢9A0| pue asn noA op s|iesy pue syed 1eyp 6

"UMO} WOJ}
Buialp Jo peaisul Buiwwims 104 ydeaq ay3 03 a1q 03 Ajige ay3 buippe os|y ‘syied pajeubissp
‘9jes uo sanlunyoddo asipiaxa pue bululely Jabuoj 4o} Alljige sueaw uoisuedxa SIOIN jSOA

Jou
Aym 10 AYpp WB1SAS Syued [euolbay ayi 03 sjiesy pue syied buippe poddns nok oq g

020Z/+1/0T
Aespur ‘seqer


Jabas, Lindsay
10/14/2020


From: Andrew Jansen <

Sent: Monday, October 19, 2020 5:36 PM
To: PublicInfo
Subject: Support for Greenway Extension & Witches Tower View, Food Forests, Native Use & More

Hello Met Council,

I'm just putting in my 2 cents on your proposals! | really like the idea of extending the Greenway to St Paul. Our bike
trails are already fantastic but that would be really great. Streetcar on the greenway makes sense to me too.

I'd like to see the Witches Tower in Prospect Park opened year round. It really is one of the most amazing views in town
and could be similar to a Coit Tower in San Francisco.

Equitability is also important ~ | think a Food Forests makes a lot of sense for that... opening it up for people too can give
that food to people.. allow people to become stewards of the land or the park. Especially allowing native people to use
the land as well for food. These are important things!

Anyways just a few ideas.

thank you,

Andrew

612-298-1284

Andrew Jansen
Loud Sun // facebook / soundcloud / tumblr

Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.



From: JEAN JANSEN <> Sent: Tuesday, October
13,2020 9:19 PM

To: Publicinfo <public.info@metc.state.mn.us>
Subject: Park Proposals

| support investment to our parks and trails as these are truly an amenities in our neighborhood. |
live on the East Side of Saint Paul and with closure of parks in the area, i.e. Prosperity Playground
and Park community center, young people need a place to hang out for good clean fun and

activities. My kids played baseball and softball for years at this park and | was sad to see the
closure. My kids would gather for free lunch at this park during the summer months and | felt safe for
them to do so.

However, more urgently need right not is the homeless encampment near Lake Phalen Park. This is
adding safety and security concerns for those walking or running the lake. What can be done about
this to stop further decline housing prices and safety and security for kids who visit the park or live in
the surrounding area.

Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
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Jirik, Katie
10/14/2020


From: bryanjohnson4 <>

Sent: Monday, August 31, 2020 1:04 PM

To: Publicinfo <public.info@metc.state.mn.us>
Subject: Parks Expansion

It is my understanding that the land near my home in Scott County has been purchased for a park. | reside at

22787 Valley Forge Road in Cedar Lake Township. If the land was purchased with plans to build a large park |
just wanted to Express my overwhelming support for this. We need more large parks to recreate. | would love

to see a park in the area.

Thanks

Bryan Johnson

22787 Valley Forge Road
Cedar Lake Township
952-221-127

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S7, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone

Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.


mailto:public.info@metc.state.mn.us

From: Andrew Johnson <

Sent: Friday, October 16, 2020 11:41 AM

To: Publicinfo <public.info@metc.state.mn.us>
Subject: 2040 REGIONAL PARKS POLICY PLAN

More off-street bicycle trails and paths, please! There are not enough, particularly outside of Minneapolis. We would
also like to see the Midtown Greenway extended over the river into St Paul.

Thanks,
~ Andrew & Sara Johnson

Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Knuteson, Steve
09/27/2020


From: Thomas Kottke <Sent: Thursday, October 15, 2020 4:42 PM
To: Publicinfo <public.info@metc.state.mn.us>
Subject: Extending the Midtown Greenway into St. Paul

| just learned that extending the Midtown Greenway into St. Paul is part of the 2040 Regional Plan. This is great news
because physical activity is critical for both physical and mental health. Giving people increased opportunity to bike, walk
or run recreationally or as they commute to work will pay for itself many times over through the reduction of diabetes,
heart disease, some cancers, anxiety and depression. | would be happy to provide supportive evidence either in person
or in text.

Best wishes,

Thomas E. Kottke, MD, MSPH
Medical Director, Well-being
HealthPartners

Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Meyer, Suzanna
10/19/2020


From: Gordy Moore <>

Sent: Monday, October 19, 2020 4:16 PM
To: Publicinfo
Subject: Public Comment on Proposed Draft Amendment to the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan

To whom it may concern:

| am writing to register my strong support for the inclusion of the Midtown Greenway Extension in the Draft
Amendment to the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan. The Greenway is already a vital, incredibly useful piece of
transportation infrastructure for residents of Minneapolis and other cities in the metro area. Extending the Greenway
over the Mississippi River and to/through St. Paul would provide a phenomenal, safe, and efficient bicycle and
pedestrian connection between the two cities.

With the Greenway extending into St. Paul and potentially all the way down the Ayd Mill corridor and eventually to
downtown St. Paul, bicyclists and pedestrians would have a truly world-class connection for both recreation and
commuting; the extension would tie together downtown St. Paul and the regional trails that converge near there to the
far western reaches of Minneapolis near Bde Maka Ska and the other regional trails that come together there. Extending
the Greenway is truly a special, generational opportunity to better utilize underused infrastructure (rail bridge over
Mississippi and right-of-way in Ayd Mill corridor) to create a seamless bike highway for the benefit of all residents in the
Twin Cities and metro region.

Thank you for your vital work at our regional government agency!

Sincerely,
Gordy H. Moore

Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Regional Parks Policy Plan Comment

Voicemail
Name: Donna Nasty (Resident)

Date: 2020-10-16

Message Summary: Opposition to the Midtown Greenway extension and putting more money into bike trails. Desire to
set priorities on supportive and affordable housing to help end homelessness.

Original Message: | am Donna Nasty, | live in Minneapolis about 3 blocks from the Midtown Greenway and was reading
that the Midtown Greenway will be extended by the Met Council and extended to regional parks proposed for 2040. |
got hopping mad when | read that. | am an avid bike rider, until this year, I'm 71, | would ride 100 miles a week. Now I'm
down to 50-70 miles a week. | ride all over. | ride my bike to every place | need to go in town in the summer, fall, and
spring. And I’'m still made about this. The Met Council does not need to put any more money into bike trails, | cannot use
the Greenway because it’s full of tents where people are shooting up drugs and driving down the greenway making
everything unsafe. It's become unusable. We need to set our priorities on housing, affordable and supportive housing
for drug addicts and drunks. Get them out of those tents, off our city streets and greenways, that should be our focus.
Almost like the coronavirus, we need to focus on this. Get rid of that and then our economy will be back. Get rid of
homelessness and drug use and we will be able to ride our bikes again on the greenway and anyplace. Need to focus on
housing, this should be a priority. Not making any more bike trails, and I’'m a bike rider.

METROPOLITAN
G OUNG CIL
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Novotny, Lora
10/20/2020


From: Carol Blackburn <>

Sent: Saturday, October 17, 2020 1:42 PM
To: Publicinfo
Subject: Greenway extension

Please support the Greenway extension into St. Paul. Cycling will continue to be not only exercise for people, but a
larger part of our transportation infrastructure. The extension of the Greenway into St. Paul will help to facilitate this
growth and keep cyclists safe as well.

Thank you,

Patrick O’Connor
Sent from my iPad

Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Olson, Allison
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Ouradnik, Louise
10/25/2020
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From: Claude Peck <claudepeck@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 15, 2020 8:39 PM

To: Publicinfo <public.info@metc.state.mn.us>
Subject: Midtown Greenway extension

| strongly support extending the great Midtown Greenway bike path to St Paul over the railway bridge. Study is done,
let’s move to make this momentous move to promote biking, healthy exercise, green transportation and the beautiful
Mississippi River.

Claude Peck

Minneapolis

Sent from my iPhone
Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Rameyb, Brett
10/30/2020



From: Gmail >

Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2020 4:46 PM
To: Publicinfo <public.info@metc.state.mn.us>
Subject: Extend the greenway to Saint Paul!

Hello,
Please add the Saint Paul greenway to the 2040 city planning goals.

| am from Saint Paul and | recently moved to Minneapolis. | live on the midtown greenway and it has made biking so
1

much easier.

Biking in Saint Paul is good, but it lacks an epic bike path. Sure, there’s river road, Bruce vento, and the gateway trail, but
no routes through Mirraim park and grove land that connect the city. Adding the greenway in Saint Paul will bring bring
Saint Paul up to Minneapolis’ level of bike friendliness for generations to come.

Also, it will help fight climate change and make more people want to live in Saint Paul.
Michael Raymond

Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Risse, Michael
08/28/2020


> On Aug 31, 2020, at 1:57 PM, Publicinfo <public.info@metc.state.mn.us> wrote:

>

> Hi Don,

>

> Thanks for expressing your opinion about stewardship of public lands. | have forwarded your comment to Joe Unger
(joe.unger@state.mn.us) at the Department of Natural Resources, the state agency in charge of this project. The Met
Council is not involved.

>

> Regards,

>

> Jeanne

> Communications | Metropolitan Council

> From: Don Roepke <drgrouse@yahoo.com>

> Sent: Sunday, August 30, 2020 4:35 PM

> To: PublicInfo <public.info@metc.state.mn.us>

> Subject: Future plans for equitable access and use

>

> The DNR today sent out a solicitation for UP an organization looking to create more off highway motorcycle trails in
northern and central Minnesota. How about this plan instead put the off highway motorcycle trails in th metro area.
That way large sums of money would not need to be spent creating destructive, noisy trails in existing tracts of pristine
Wild land. While money in metro area would not need to be spent trying to create the illusion of pristine wilderness. The
off road motorcycle trails would Be easy to incorporate into the already noise and polluted areas of the metro. Toxic
landfills would make excellent hills for climbing and moguls. Best part is the majority of the riders are from the metro
area. This would reduce travel and allow for equitable access for those that cannot a Afford to travel out of metro area.
>
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Rogers, Mary
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Ruhland, Jan
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Becca, Ryburn
10/14/2020
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Ryburn, James
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Ryburn, Julianna
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Schulz, Shirley
08/27/2020


From: Philip Schwartz <

Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2020 8:39 AM
To: Lilligren, Robert; Publicinfo; Zelle, Charles
Subject: Support Skateparks!

Good morning,

I'd like to provide my support for including skateparks in regional parks. High quality skateparks definitely are a regional
draw. Skaters travel quite far just to check out new places to skate, like my day trip from South Minneapolis to St. Cloud
this summer to check out their new park, or the countless times | trekked all the way to Woodbury or Oakdale to skate
their parks. Skateboarding can also be a nature based activity. While most of the skateboarding | do is in urban areas
due to the types of terrain not found in nature, | have seen other states with skateparks in very natural areas that look
like a great way for skateboarders like myself to enjoy the therapeutic effects spending time in nature can bring.

Skateboarding is an activity that reaches across ages and cultures. Please support skatepark planning and funding!
Thanks,

Philip Schwartz
Lyndale Neighborhood, Minneapolis

Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.
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From: Aaron Shaffer <>

Sent: Thursday, October 15, 2020 3:21 PM

To: Publicinfo <public.info@metc.state.mn.us>
Subject: Midtown Greenway Extension

To whom it may concern:

I’'m writing in support of the Midtown Greenway Extension being added to the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan. As
someone who for several years commuted from south Minneapolis to St. Paul by bike, it was often treacherous and
scary, especially in winter, to use painted bike lanes on major roads in St. Paul. By connecting the Greenway to St. Paul,
you not only eliminate that, but add the ability for a growing winter biking culture to travel between the city’s and
support local shops, restaurants, and brewies.

Thank you and have a great day,

Aaron Shaffer
4331 Pleasant Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55409

Aaron Shaffer, (he/him/his)
Digital Communications & Social Media Associate
(direct)612-752-8591 (fax) 612-752-8001

AVIVO

Avivo
1900 Chicago Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 55404

We are hiring! See our current career openings
Live well. Work well. Avivo increases well-being through recovery and career advancement while working to end
homelessness.

avivomn.org

DISCLAIMER: This e-mail message is intended only for receipt and use by the individual(s) or entity(ies) to which it is specifically addressed. It
also may contain information that is privileged, confidential or protected from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended
recipient, you should not review the information or share it with anyone. Please contact HR@avivomn.org if you have received this email in
error. Further, any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication by a person who is not its intended recipient is strictly
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient of this email, please notify us immediately by reply email and delete or destroy the original and
all copies of the original message and attachments. Emails sent to or from Avivo may be retained as required by law or regulation. Please
direct any related concerns to HR@avivomn.org. Thank you.

Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.


mailto:HR@avivomn.org
mailto:HR@avivomn.org
http:avivomn.org
mailto:public.info@metc.state.mn.us

'$9]2e35g0 INOYHM ‘AI9UdIS POONL)

FM| |99} pue 00| WalSAS syled |euoibay wealp JnoA pjnom 1eypa -/

| uondo

020¢/ST/0T1
ele| Usyewaoys


Shoemaker, Tara
10/15/2020


From: Karen Slater <slaterkarenm@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, October 2, 2020 3:36 PM

To: Kelly, Colin <Colin.Kelly@metc.state.mn.us>

Subject: Re: Thank you for sharing your thoughts on the draft Regional Parks Policy Plan amendment

Colin,

| appreciate your response back. As | mentioned in my comments | am 34 year resident of CIDNA and my husband and |
have, and do use the parks extensively. Although biking has been problematic with the SWLRT and that is very
disturbing, but we knew that when the Met Council pushed its agenda on the residents of Minneapolis and chose to

destroy one of the most beautiful connecting trails to the city and outlying suburbs. And no, it will never be the
same. Not ever.

Hopefully there is a consensus to be fiscally responsible for the Parks Plan as we have been hit hard with taxes for a lot
of poor policy decisions made by the city. The parks are vital to the health of the city and keeping Cedar Lake a natural
beauty as it is, is a bonus for all of us as Minneaplois will not recover for years from the riots and violence, and the
pandemic.

Thank you for your role to maintain something beautiful in our city.

Best,

Karen Slater

Sent from my iPhone


mailto:Colin.Kelly@metc.state.mn.us
mailto:slaterkarenm@gmail.com
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Slater, Karen
09/29/2020


From: Tim Springer <>

Sent: Thursday, October 15, 2020 9:09 PM

To: Publicinfo <public.info@metc.state.mn.us>
Subject: 2020 amendments to 2040 parks plan

Dear Sir/Madam:

| strongly support the inclusion of an extension of the Midtown Greenway as regional trail search corridor in the 2020
amendment to the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan. This is consistent with many aspects of the 2040 Plan, including
efforts to serve more people and broaden who is served, to get people to important regional park destinations, and to
use link trails to serve an important transportation function.

Cheers,

Tim Springer
2836 18th Ave S
Minneapolis, MN 55407
612 355 9600
Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Thielbar, Amber
10/14/2020

Option 1

7.What would your dream Regional Parks System look and feel like?

To have the city of new prague connect to cedar lake and then have more trails out there.


Thielbar, Amber
10/14/2020


From: Pat Thompson <>

Sent: Friday, October 30, 2020 10:43 AM
To: Publicinfo
Subject: Comment on Draft Amendment to 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan

Dear Metropolitan Council folks,

I'm writing to support the addition of the Midtown Greenway Extension as a Regional Trail Search Corridor in the 2040
Regional Parks Plan.

Creating this important bike (and pedestrian) connection is a major missing link that will help both cities work toward
their climate goals and give everyone more enjoyment of the Mississippi River gorge. It will also connect to bike
infrastructure in Saint Paul, including the new Ayd Mill trail, or will by the time the Extension is completed.

As part of master planning for this Extension, please remember the need to connect to the Saint Paul Grand Round,
which runs north-south on Pelham Ave. and changes over to Raymond Ave. right around where the railroad tracks run
east from the Extension. Planning for a connection to the Grand Round in the area of Raymond or Pelham is a crucial
connection point in building the overall bike network.

Thank you,

Pat Thompson
1496 Raymond Avenue, Saint Paul 55108

Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Tietz, Pam
10/16/2020
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Timmerman, Shanna
10/14/2020


From: Aaron Tovo <>

Sent: Thursday, October 15, 2020 11:42 PM

To: Publicinfo <public.info@metc.state.mn.us>

Subject: Midtown Greenway Extension

Dear Met Council,

| just want to chime in that | support the plans to extend the Midtown
Greenway across the river to St Paul. It would be a huge addition to the
Twin Cities' excellent biking opportunities and | would use it often.
Thank you for reading this,

Aaron Tovo

Minneapolis

Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Tupy, Sue
10/14/2020
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Ulschmid, Emily
10/14/2020
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Van Wylen, Nathan
10/14/2020
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Vanderpoel, Jane
09/23/2020
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VanderSchaaf, Mark
10/17/2020


‘spually Jo Ajlwe) yum a1y e uo ob 03 JapJo ul saINUIW +(g [9ABJ) 01 BulAey Jou UBSW PINOM 3|

‘puod e uo aye| e Buipnpul 3158104 Y3 Ul S|ied} d1IsNy
;NoA 01 ueaw Wa)sAS |euoibay ay3 03 pue| Aljenb ybiy Buippe pjnom jeypn €|

91| |99} pue 00| WalSAS Syjied [euoibay wealp JNOA pjnom 1eypn oL

aue|d uno 1oy uonepaidde Janaq e Buiney

Aj@1ewn|n pue wayj buisn sjdoad aiow ui 3nsal ||Im Agueau sjies) 9]qissadde alow Buirey analeq

OS|e | ‘a4Njeu Ul pue sioopino awiy Buipuads Jo syyaUSq 8y} 810U SBIPNIS SSI|IUNOY) “A|SNOLISS ut y/uniiem poob e Humab ajiym Liauads ‘ay1ipim ‘siuejd S11uipe —IUSWIUOIIAUS 3y}
JUSWUOIIAUS INO 3.} 3,Uop AUBW asnedaq ysu 1e s AHjiqeuleisns uewny JnQ “Ajainjosqy 210]dx2 3 233 ‘ULie] led 4N ‘S||IH uoueqa ‘ueyaiuer Aydini u93ua) ainjeN AN Hisin am
s10U $¥SIA NOA usym op NoA op 3BYA ¢SA0] PUB 3sn NoA op sieJ) pue syJed 1eYym 6

Aym 10 Aypn ¢s>ded pue adeds uado ay3 bundsiosd pue soy buued poddns nok og -zl

‘sjeyqe
|eanu Buipiroid pue Jarem Buibeuew ‘uonnjiod Bunybiy a1,9m ‘WaisAS syied [euoibay ayy m:_ncmuxu “A31> 341 40 SPISINO sjteu} BuiAeY WO 1YSUS] PINOM AHUNWLIOD INQ "SOA
Ag "aanjeu 1noge suonessuab auniny buiyoesy pue ‘sunjesadwa) bunesspow ‘syenqgey buipiroid
us1em Bunosroud ‘Ayyesy sn buidssy — abueyd sjew|d bunebiiw ul ajos Juedyiubis e sAejd puepyied ;10U
"91ew|d> 2ininj JUaI|Isal dJow e Joy syuelnjjod Jo e ayy Buiues)d ‘assydsowie ayy jo sbun| ayy ale saau] Aym 10 AYm ¢wia1sAS ssyied [euoiBay ayy 01 sjies) pue syued Buippe poddns nok oq ‘g

S3Jed 2yl pue ‘siewll|D usuuoliAug

020Z/¥1/01
alwer Jaubepp


Wagner, Jamie
10/14/2020
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Washa, Vicky
10/15/2020


Regional Parks Policy Plan Comment

Video
Name: Vita Wilson (Resident)

Date: 2020-09-25
Address: 10810 46" PI N, Plymouth, MN 55442

Email: VitaWilson@edinarealty.com

Message Summary: Supporting the need for developing safe regional trails, specifically enhancing technology for
crossing busy intersections (like at Zachary Land and Rockford Road in Plymouth). Develop a better way for cyclists to
request light changes rather than getting off the bike and using a manual button. Excited for continued progress in
enhancing the Regional Trails System.

Original Message: https://photos.app.goo.gl/fHds37VYHIyH65Z87

METROPOLITAN
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Winter, Tyler
08/28/2020
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From: Will Wlizlo <>

Sent: Saturday, October 17, 2020 1:50 PM
To: Publicinfo
Subject: Please add Greenway Extension to the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan

Dear Met Council,

I'm writing to encourage you to formally adopt the extension of the Midtown Greenway multi-use trail into your
updated 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan. This project would be a historic and game-changing addition to our regional
active transportation network.

| live in Minneapolis and use the Midtown Greenway multiple times per week, primarily by bicycle. | use the trail for
recreational, commercial, and social trips -- and, at a recent previous job, used it for work-related activities as well.
What's more, as a connection to the Cedar Lake Trail(s), | have been able to visit my family members who live in
Hopkins, Minnetonka, Plymouth, and Long Lake. This network has allowed our family to live car free and still stay in
human contact with our relatives.

Extending the Midtown Greenway in the other direction would create a safe, accessible, and beautiful way for others to
connect with Saint Paul, which is currently a challenging City to visit by bicycle (in some ways). When synched up with
the Ayd Mill road cycletrack project, it will also provide an easy route to a hard part of Saint Paul to travel to without a
car.

Thank you for considering this project for your long-term plans.

Peace and light,

Will Wlizlo

3236 23rd Ave S
Minneapolis, MN 55407

Caution! This email was sent from an external source. Do not click any links or open attachments unless you trust the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Wong, Crystal
10/15/2020
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Ykema, Gretchen
10/14/2020
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Zweber, Sara
10/15/2020


Comments from Metropolitan Council Staff

The Council received two written comments on the draft amendment to the 2040 Regional Parks Policy
Plan from one Council staff member, Guthrie Byard. Guthrie Byard serves as the ADA & Title VI
Administrator for the Metropolitan Council’s Office of Equal Opportunity.
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From: Byard, Guthrie <Guthrie.Byard@metc.state.mn.us>
Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2020 10:24 AM

To: Mullin, Emmett <Emmett.Mullin@metc.state.mn.us>
Subject: Updated 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan

Hi, Emmett—

| noticed that this policy plan is being updated and will soon go out for comment. | have
a few comments on the plan to share with you. Please let me know if there is someone
on your staff that could benefit from getting this information and I'd be happy to discuss
this with them.

1. | agree with what has been shared by some Council members which is to ensure
promotional materials are in plain language, especially helpful for those with
disabilities.

2. It would be good to target disability advocacy organizations as a way to help
promote inclusion of those communities in our parks, but also in the planning
process. | would make engagement of these types of agencies/demographics a
priority

3. | noticed that the language in the policy plan about ADA compliance requires
agencies to conduct ADA reviews of their projects and master plans. How are we
enforcing this so that we know money we grant is going towards compliant and
more universally designed efforts?

4. One consideration for language change is to not just reference physical
disabilities but to say participants of all abilities, as persons with cognitive,
hearing, or visual disabilities also should have the same experiences at the parks
as those without disabilities.

Thanks for reviewing these comments, and please let me know if you would like me to
explain any of this further or help out in any way.

Best,

Guthrie J. Byard, MPH, ADAC
Pronouns: he/him
ADA & Title VI Administrator

Office of Equal Opportunity

(763) 458-6231
guthrie.byard@metc.state.mn.us

560 6" Avenue North, Minneapolis MN 55411

2
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From: Byard, Guthrie <Guthrie.Byard@metc.state.mn.us>
Sent: Friday, August 28, 2020 12:52 PM

To: Mullin, Emmett <Emmett.Mullin@metc.state.mn.us>
Subject: RE: Updated 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan

Thanks for the answers, Emmett. Below are a few agencies that support
outdoor rec for those with disabilities, though some have a reach
outside of the metro.

| would also reach out to regional park system therapeutic and adaptive
rec coordinators for them to share within their networks. They
presumably have lists of families with participants with disabilities.

« Capable Partners

Courage Center

Let’'s Go Fishing with Seniors

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing
United Federation of Disabled Archers

Wilderness Inquiry

Thanks,

Guthrie


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.capablepartners.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7CTracey.Kinney%40metc.state.mn.us%7Cd344d71dbca3475c424008d84b7b64f2%7Cddbff68b482a457381e0fef8156a4fd0%7C0%7C0%7C637342340640061494&sdata=SyLsD4lY6xHvBqNcxOzGUuWectMlmIvv%2F5%2FXsWKLqVo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.couragecenter.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7CTracey.Kinney%40metc.state.mn.us%7Cd344d71dbca3475c424008d84b7b64f2%7Cddbff68b482a457381e0fef8156a4fd0%7C0%7C0%7C637342340640071460&sdata=nujY3PPy7OOxn2ZA68jbY2132csax8nsHpAK9iMRcUo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lgfws.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7CTracey.Kinney%40metc.state.mn.us%7Cd344d71dbca3475c424008d84b7b64f2%7Cddbff68b482a457381e0fef8156a4fd0%7C0%7C0%7C637342340640081415&sdata=kCOcF%2BsVwJz6vAL84zDCphRRy3MRknZVTRinos3SdvY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.projecthealingwaters.org%2Findex.html&data=02%7C01%7CTracey.Kinney%40metc.state.mn.us%7Cd344d71dbca3475c424008d84b7b64f2%7Cddbff68b482a457381e0fef8156a4fd0%7C0%7C0%7C637342340640081415&sdata=8qlSi0gKadEIk9yG5X14mMu6DIEQt6yv88aHX94TiVc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uffdaclub.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7CTracey.Kinney%40metc.state.mn.us%7Cd344d71dbca3475c424008d84b7b64f2%7Cddbff68b482a457381e0fef8156a4fd0%7C0%7C0%7C637342340640091368&sdata=tmzcwVZyGknvX8g3T66vaXI7EyY7Vy7in8HUFEU5XiM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wildernessinquiry.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7CTracey.Kinney%40metc.state.mn.us%7Cd344d71dbca3475c424008d84b7b64f2%7Cddbff68b482a457381e0fef8156a4fd0%7C0%7C0%7C637342340640091368&sdata=%2BB6kZfeTgx%2FGvnQ6uJkrerpgYdzvz6%2FxW9gmlXxEzg8%3D&reserved=0
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