. I...g ~

-
ot £

A r,{-\.

(] m— i d i ﬂu;é s .«a&#ﬁ"’ f"ﬁﬂiﬁ
Battle Creek Regional Park
Long-Range Plan, Ramsey County

Business Item 2023-261 METROPOLITAN

| L

Metropolltan Parks and Open Space Commlssmn

> o R T R L U T Lk AR R, TR SRR R R T Ef o IR 2 Lo ¢ : gl
LB P L - T AR LA e s S L RN G e T e e AN AN R e . A Y ;"'" -
T L e, 2023 Gl ey, P At

1o o i
r = Tt
ph R e —F r_i-,_' e
o e o e ae s iegl oo W B v FA

gt



Battle Creek Regional Park

Battle Creek

Anoka
County

] A
* Ramsey
Caunty

Thres Ri
Park Dastrict

Scott

|
B
,-.I;—-. . Ii _..r"g o County | | i
?é' a e ii P::\;“;‘:’
7 L [ c
a ' N
2] 5 |l. 15 2 ! j
m IL f““’"’

— Regonal Tralls (Dpan 1o the Fublic) Counky Boundaries
City and Township Boundarnies

Lakes and Rivers

----- Regonal Traiks (Mot Open to the Public)
Flannad Regional Trails (Mot Open o the Public)
I FRegans Parks (Cpen to the Pubie]
Regonal Farka (Mot Open 0 he Pubiic)
9% Planned Parks (Mot Open to the Public)

Battle Creek Regional Park within the
Regional Parks & Trails System

¥
I_.-a Regional Park\

1

'Gatevay Regional

AbGve the Falls
Refgional Park

Minneapalis
Chainof Lakes
Regional Park

Litydaté:Harriet
siand Regianal

4 o g
Fort Snelling

(unorg.) Snelling Mendata,
¥ PR ke i
State Par'k'T‘J hLakes, Inver Grove Heights
N L] 25 5 10
weder
2 g

Regional Parks
Existing (Open to Public)

Regional Park Search Areas and

Regional Trail Search Corridors State Parks

In Master Plan (Mot Open to Public) . Boundary Adjustments State Wildlife Management Areas (Publicly Accessible)
Planned Parks and Reserves Scientific and Natural Areas (SMNA)
Regional Trails Search Areas Special State Recreation Features

=——— Existing (Open to Public)
====- Existing (Not Open to Public)
Planned

Other Parks, Preserves, Refuges and Natrural Areas
Regional Trail Search Corridors Minnesota Valley National Wildiife Refuge

S e L v First-Ring City o™ MN Valley National Wildlife Refuge
egional Trail Corridor Lan Bridging Facility ) _ ]
Search Area * Minnesota Valley State Trail and Recreation Area

Battle Creek Regional Park in Ramsey County

Tanndrs Lake

Saint Payl.e- A%, :
In;!jul’-ﬂ%cl::nd: Req&p} \
L

o [l H:mmm

Park”

o\, T~ Little Pigs Eye &
-'-\-Minne-:ota Departmeft

f Natural Recources 2=

L - %
\% "m%\%
\ % %
| Saint Paul -

. Pigs Eye
% Regional Park

[ — Muropatian Councl Emdbsomsamsi arscss
4 A || e
Meatropplitan Council G R
Enviroimental Services - [ ——
_____ foves
1 Prepesssd Maragrans Bourdesy SR
St Pond Open Space
| Fagonst Park Boundary LLTLoE
| e F— Miszesipg River Bufts Dpan Soece.

Camzer
| Miasaizgs hasisrm e wn Racraaia
e

Flth Coaat Opan Seace
]
T

Mimsames Dapartmant of Tuspomten

hiorie prisertier will oy be acquined when

Part dushosty of Saint Pt
 larad bazeras sasinbds arl Pam wiling

Rasidertial Fropertes

i Red Rock
_ | Termihal

I [ I S S G W B

Battle Creek Regional Park

eCeee @8 ©

[1duno9 uejijodoala



Partner Engagement

Ramsey County started the long-range planning efforts for the Battle Creek
Regional Park in Spring 2019.

« Stakeholder agencies are the key decision makers throughout the planning process
and were primarily involved through the Project Management Team (PMT).

 The PMT consisted of representatives from:
o Ramsey County

o City of Saint Paul

o City of Maplewood

o Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

o SRF Consulting Inc. =

o Wakan Tipi Awanyankapi (formally known as Lower Phalen Creek Project) g
« The County received resolutions and letters of support from: S

o Ramsey County Parks and Recreation Commission -

o City of Saint Paul Z

o City of Maplewood °

o District 1 — Southeast Community Organization 3




Public Engagement

Goals

Work directly with the public
throughout the process to ensure
there is transparency and
consistent communication of project
information.

Use an equity lens in amplifying the
voices of communities traditionally
left out of planning processes,
including immigrants, people of
color, LGBTQ communities, Native
American communities, youth, and
the elderly.

Connect with a broad cross section
of community stakeholders to
provide ideas, guidance, and
feedback.

Deploy a defined communications
and messaging strategy.

Recommendations

Balance recreation with natural
passive uses.

Improve bike and pedestrian
connectivity.

Play area improvements.

Realize the goal of connecting
people and youth to the park.
Improve wayfinding.

Protect the bluffs and acquire more
bluff land for the park.

|dentify areas for water fountains and
restrooms.

Better narrative of the site and its
history.

Preserve natural areas and
strategically locate new development
within developed park areas.
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Equity Analysis

- Relative to the rest of the County, the area Themes from Underrepresented Members and Groups

surrounding the regional park is a more

racially diverse area with a population that * Prioritize beginner to intermediate level outdoor programs.

also skews slightly younger. * Perioritize introductory outdoor recreational activity programs.
« The focus area has larger populations of * Prioritize the redevelopment of waterworks or a free splash pad.
Asian or Pacific Islanders (15.3%), black or .« Develob and imorove park amenities
African Americans (13.3%), and Hispanic or Y p mP V g HES:
Latino people (8.9%). * Add trailhead amenities.
- Specific engagement locations and events * Addition of a nature center.
included: « Increase fishing opportunities.

o Hmongtown Marketplace.

o Battle Creek Pavilion Eritrean Muslim
Council

Southeast Community Organization
Community

Battle Creek Recreation Center
Southeast Community Organization Council
Carver Elementary School

Battle Creek Middle School English as a
Second Language Classroom.

« Create safe access to the regional park.
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Development Concept

Connect the Battle Creek and Fish Creek segments.

* Recreational development includes a mix of active
and passive opportunities.

« Existing trailheads and access points have planned

enhancements.
« Major amenities proposed include:
o Multi-season trailhead and nature center
o New trailhead locations
o Waterworks redevelopment or reconstruction
o Extension of existing trails
o Safe pedestrian access points
o Interpretive signage along three learning trail
corridors : ; ; =7
& -~ . ) | EE sl kB
o Improvements to the off-leash dog area SN S SN N | g Rl )
L. . . . L. 0 325 450 1300 1950 2400 Mﬁ — ::m -
o Additional picnicking oppo.rtunlt.les o | + e 8
o Benches, trash and recycling bins, wayfinding signs, rgasar ook
water fountains sttt e
N . g om0
o Additional access to the Pigs Eye Lake segment, ool ——
long-term R 3_
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Overall Estimated Cost

» Total estimated acquisition cost associated with the
Battle Creek Regional Park is $58,754,945.

« Total estimated improvement cost is $30,150,000.

» Total estimated annual operations and maintenance
costs are $878,000.

« Taken together, the total estimated cost associated
with the Battle Creek Regional Park Long-Range
Plan is $89,602,945.
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Rationale for
Proposed

Actions

The Battle Creek Regional Park Long-Range
Plan is consistent with the requirements of the:

» 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan
o Planning Strategy 1

* Other Council policies
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Proposed
Actions

1.

2.

Approve Ramsey County’s Battle Creek
Regional Park Long- Range Plan.

Require Ramsey County, prior to initiating
any development of the regional park, to
send preliminary plans to the
Environmental Services Assistant Manager
at the Metropolitan Council’'s Environmental
Services Division.
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Colin Kelly

Planning Analyst, Community Development
colin.kelly@metc.state.mn.us
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