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 The Metropolitan Council is the regional planning organization  
for the seven-county Twin Cities area. The Council operates the 
regional bus and rail system, collects and treats wastewater, 
coordinates regional water resources, plans and helps fund regional 
parks, and administers federal funds that provide housing 
opportunities for low- and moderate-income individuals and families. 
The 17-member Council board is appointed by and serves at the 
pleasure of the governor. 

On request, this publication will be made available in alternative formats to people with 
disabilities. Call Metropolitan Council information at 651-602-1140 or TTY 651-291-0904.  
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2024 Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) 
This 2024 Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) describes the Metropolitan Council’s intentions for the 
one-time legislatively directed Regional Parks System Competitive Fishing Piers Grant Program. 
Specifically, this notice:  

• Establishes the amount of funding available and the limits that apply to individual awards. 
• Sets the schedule for application submittal, review, and award.  
• Describes the criteria the Metropolitan Council will use in project selection.  
• Defines who is eligible to apply. 

Background and Purpose 
The 2024 legislative session appropriated $500,000 for grants to Regional Park Implementing Agencies 
for new fishing piers to increase fishing opportunities on lakes in the metropolitan parks system. The 
Metropolitan Council is tasked with soliciting proposals from the implementing agencies. These funds 
expire June 30, 2026. 

Eligible Applicants 
By state statute1, applicants must be a regional park implementing agency, defined as the counties of 
Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Ramsey, Scott and Washington, the cities of Saint Paul and Bloomington, the 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, and the Three Rivers Park District.2 Regional park 
implementing agencies are welcome to collaborate on proposals. Individuals and/or other 
governmental, private, or nonprofit entities are not eligible to apply, but are encouraged to be included 
as project partners with regional park implementing agencies.  

Available Funds and Award Limits for 2024 
• $500,000 in State funds is available for new fishing piers.  
• Agencies are allowed to submit one application each for $125,000. If the total project cost is 

more than $125,000, agencies must provide the additional funding. 
• A drawing will be held at a Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission (MPOSC) meeting 

to select four awards from the pool of eligible applications. 
• The Council reserves the right to award less than the available funding.   
• Grants are reimbursement-based.  

Eligible Uses of Funds and Criteria 
Grant proposals must meet all of the below criteria to be considered for funding. 

• Proposals must be for new fishing piers. 
• Proposals must clearly demonstrate a need and describe how the fishing pier will increase 

fishing opportunities. 
• Proposals must address one or more equity focus area (age, race, ethnicity, income, national 

origin or ability).  
• The proposal must demonstrate how a new fishing pier will contribute to additional programming 

opportunities and awareness building for the regional parks and trails system. 

 

 

1 Minn. Stat. § 473.315: https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=473.315  
2 Minn. Stat. § 473.351: https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=473.351  

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=473.315
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=473.351
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• Projects must be shovel ready and completed by June 30, 2026. 
• Projects must be within the boundaries of the Regional Parks and Trails System, consistent with 

the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan, consistent with a Council-approved long-range plan, and 
compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

• Project must be approved by the Agency’s locally elected board either individually or as part of a 
local capital improvement plan before the proposal is submitted. 

Funding Schedule 
October 2024 NOFA brought through the Council process for approval and to authorize 

awarding four eligible projects after the MPOSC drawing 
November 2024 NOFA posted on Council website and application opens 
January 2025 Applications due by 4:00 P.M. on January 10, 2025 (must be submitted via 

WebGrants) 
January 2025 Staff review projects for eligibility 
February 2025  Drawing held at the MPOSC meeting 
February 2025 Grant agreements sent out  
 
These dates are subject to change.  

Proposal Review Process 
Council staff will review all proposals to ensure completeness and eligibility. Council staff are available 
to answer agency questions throughout the application process. Applications must meet each of the 
criteria listed above in order to be eligible for the drawing. The MPOSC chair will select four 
applications at random at a public MPOSC meeting. 

Grant Terms 
Grants will expire June 30, 2026, with no extensions possible. All costs eligible for reimbursement must 
be incurred during the grant term and all costs must be submitted within 90 days after the end of the 
grant term. Unspent grant funds will revert to the State. 

https://metrocouncilgrants.org/index.do
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390 Robert Street North 
Saint Paul, MN 55101-1805 

651.602.1000 
TTY 651.291.0904 

public.info@metc.state.mn.us 
metrocouncil.org 

Follow us on: 
twitter.com/metcouncilnews 

facebook.com/MetropolitanCouncil 
youtube.com/MetropolitanCouncil 
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