
Business Item No. 2013-XXX 
Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission  
Meeting date: December 3, 2013 

For the Community Development Committee meeting of December 16, 2013 

For the Metropolitan Council meeting of January 8, 2014 

Subject:  Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund Grant for Above the Falls Regional Park 
(2128 Marshall Street NE), Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (Tori Dupre 651-602-
1621)  

District(s), Member(s): Metropolitan Parks & Open Space Commission District D, 
(vacant) 

Policy/Legal Reference: Minnesota Statute Section 473.315 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Tori Dupre, Senior Planner-Regional Parks and Natural 
Resources (651-602-1621) 

Division/Department: Community Development Division  

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council: 

1. Authorize a grant of up to $185,370 from the Parks and Trails Legacy Fund 
Acquisition Account to Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board to finance up to 75% 
of the costs to acquire approximately 22,650 square feet for the Above the Falls 
Regional Park.  The grant should be financed with: 

• $111,222 from the FY2014 Parks and Trails Legacy Fund appropriation, and 

• $74,148 from Metropolitan Council bonds 

2. Authorize the Community Development Director to sign the grant agreement and 
accompanying documents including the restrictive covenant. 

Background 
On November 18, 2013 the Council received the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board’s 
request for an $185,370 acquisition opportunity grant.  The grant will help finance up to 
75% of the estimated costs to acquire approximately .52 acres (22,650 square feet) for 
the Above the Falls Regional Park. (Attachment 1) 

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board has an opportunity to acquire the property at 2128 
Marshall Street NE that will provide access to the Mississippi River inside Above the Falls 
Regional Park.  The property is approximately 22,650 square feet and includes residential 
structures that will be removed to provide 85 feet of river frontage to the regional park 
visitors. The parcel is within the mapped park boundary in the Above the Falls Regional 
Park Master Plan. (Attachment 2) 

The Park Board’s acquisition is consistent with the Metropolitan Council-approved master 
plan (February 13, 2002; Item 2001-67) for Above the Falls Regional Park.  

Total acquisition costs for the residential parcel is $385,050. The Park Board requests 
acquisition grant funding for 62 percent, the portion of the lot to be parkland, which is 
eligible for funding.  This part includes residential structures (house and garage) that will 
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be removed by the seller as a condition of the purchase transaction.  The remainder of the 
lot (38 percent) will become a parking area. 

Because the park board seeks grant funding for only 62 percent of the parcel, it totaled 
the acquisition costs (including eligible costs such as the purchase price, appraisal, etc.), 
calculated 62 percent of that cost, and requested 75 percent of that amount.  The grant 
amount requested is for $185,370. 

The 25 percent local share of the acquisition costs will be paid by the Mississippi 
Watershed Management Organization, not to exceed $63,000.  (Attachment 4) 

The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board’s request is consistent with the Park 
Acquisition Opportunity Grant Rules (Metropolitan Council, 01/09/2013, 2012-260). 

Rationale 
In 2001, the Metropolitan Council established a Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund grant 
program to assist regional park agencies in acquiring land for the Metropolitan Regional 
Park System.  Land that is acquired must be within Metropolitan Council approved master 
plan boundaries for that particular park or trail unit. 

Currently, the cumulative amount of all Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund grants totals 
$34,827,158 acquiring 2,841 acres.  The total cost to acquire this land is $79,959,965. 

All park acquisition opportunity grant agreements include an “agreement and restrictive 
covenant” that park agencies record to ensure that the property remains in regional 
recreation use.  The Metropolitan Council’s action authorizes the Community Development 
Director to sign the grant agreement and accompanying documents including the 
restrictive covenant. 

Funding 
The unobligated balance in the Parks and Trails Legacy Fund acquisition account is 
$2,744,225, which includes $746,535 of fiscal year 2014 Parks and Trails Legacy Fund 
money, plus $1,997,690 of Metropolitan Council Bonds. On September 25, 2013, the 
Metropolitan Council added $1.5 million of Metro Council bonds to this account. 

The acquisition costs are summarized in Table 1 showing only the costs that represent   
62 percent of the total parcel acquisition costs for which the Park Board is seeking grant 
funding.  

Table 1:  Acquisition Costs (62 percent of total) 

Cost Items Amount 

Purchase Price $179,048 

Appraisal $1,023 

Taxes, Closing costs, Survey, Environmental Review  $5,299 

Total $185,370 
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The Metropolitan Council’s approval of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board grant 
request leaves an unobligated balance of $2,558,855 in the Parks and Trails Legacy Fund 
acquisition account.   

Table 2: Acquisition Grant Revenue Sources  

Revenue Sources  Amount 

Grant Request (up to 75% acquisition total) $185,370 

FY2014 Parks and Trails Legacy Fund (60%) $111,222 

Metropolitan Council bonds (40%) $74,148 

Known Support / Opposition 
The request is consistent with the rules for Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund Grant Rules 
(MC Item 2012-260) and with the Above the Falls Regional Park master plan.  The Council 
has received no communication of support or opposition to the Park Board’s grant 
request.  
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Attachment 1:  Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board request for an acquisition grant 
for the Above the Falls Regional Park 
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Q:\parks\2013\December\2013-XXX MPOSC MPRB Above the Falls RP Marshall Dec3.docx 5 



Attachment 2: Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Property Acquisition 
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Attachment 3: Aerial Photo of Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Property 
Acquisition in Above the Falls Regional Park 
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Attachment 4: MWMO Meeting Minutes  
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