
Business Item No. 2013-xxx 
Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission  
Meeting date: June 4, 2013 

For the Community Development Committee meeting of June 17, 2013 

For the Metropolitan Council meeting of June 26, 2013 

Subject:  Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund Grant for Doyle-Kennefick Regional Park 
(Premier Banks parcel), Scott County  

District(s), Member(s): Metropolitan Parks & Open Space Commission District B, Robert 
Moeller 

Policy/Legal Reference: Minnesota Statute Section 473.315 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Tori Dupre, Senior Planner-Regional Parks and Natural 
Resources (651-602-1621) 

Division/Department: Community Development Division  

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council: 

Authorize a grant of up to $983,489 from the Environment and Natural Resources Trust 
Fund Acquisition Account to Scott County to finance up to 75% of the costs to acquire the 
148-acre Premier Bank parcel for the Doyle-Kennefick Regional Park. The grant should be 
financed with: 

• $590,093 from the 2012 Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund 
appropriation 

• $393,396 from Metropolitan Council bonds 

Consider reimbursing Scott County up to $327,830, its 25% match, from the County’s 
share of a future Regional Park Capital Improvement Program. However, the Council does 
not under any circumstances represent or guarantee that reimbursement will be granted, 
and expenditure of local funds never entitles a park agency to reimbursement. 

Background 
Scott County has submitted a grant request of $983,489 to finance up to 75% of the 
estimated costs to acquire the 148-acre (Premier Bank) parcel for the Doyle-Kennefick 
Regional Park.  The letter from Scott County (Attachment 1) requests the grant, describes 
the proposed land purchase and provides other property information. The land is located 
southwest of the intersection of County highways 8 and 87, in Cedar Lake Township. 
Premier Banks currently owns the property.   

The Doyle-Kennefick Regional Park master plan provides the land acquisition history, since 
the county acquired the initial 400 acres in 2004.  Subsequent land acquisitions occurred 
in 2005 (40 acres) and 2008 (50 acres).  The master plan described the acquisition of this 
parcel and other neighboring parcels that would ultimately define the future park 
boundary.  Therefore, Scott County’s acquisition of this parcel is consistent with the 
Metropolitan Council-approved master plan for Doyle-Kennefick Regional Park master plan 
(Business Item 2012-131).  

Scott County also requests reimbursement consideration of up to $327,830, its 25% 
match of the total acquisition costs, from the County share of a future Regional Park 
Capital Improvement Program. The reimbursement consideration of the 25% match is 
permitted under the amended rules for Park Acquisition Opportunity Grants approved by 
the Metropolitan Council on January 9, 2013 (Business Item 2012-260). 
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Rationale 
In 2001, the Metropolitan Council established a Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund grant 
program to assist regional park agencies in acquiring land for the Metropolitan Regional 
Park System.  Land that is acquired must be within Metropolitan Council approved master 
plan boundaries for that particular park or trail unit. 

To-date, about $27.6 million has been granted to acquire 2,122 acres. If this grant is 
approved, the balance in the Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund Acquisition 
Account is $246,936 if the $509,500 grant to Three Rivers Park District (for Kingswood 
SRF) is granted or $629,061 if it is not granted.  

Funding 
The actual and estimated acquisition costs for the Premier Bank parcel, based on 
documentation provided by Scott County, total $$1,311,318 as shown in Table 1. 

Table 1:  Acquisition Costs  

Cost Items Amount 

Purchase Price $1,258,000 

Appraisal, Taxes, Closing costs and Title Insurance $15,568 

Other Estimated stewardship, and associated Acquisition costs $35,000 

Phase 1 Environmental Assessment  $2,750 

Total $1,311,318 

Scott County requests that the acquisition of the 148-acre Premier Bank parcel for Doyle-
Kennefick Regional Park be financed with the following revenue sources, shown in Table 2.  

Table 2: Acquisition Grant Revenue Sources  

Revenue Sources  Amount 

Metro Council -Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund (75%) $983,489 

Scott County match (25%) $327,830 

Total: $1,311,318 

 

Scott County also requests reimbursement consideration for up to $327,830 for its 
required 25% match to the grant.  Reimbursement would be financed from Scott County’s 
share of future regional park capital improvement programs.  The reimbursement request 
is permitted under the amended rules for Park Acquisition Opportunity Grants approved 
by the Metropolitan Council on January 9, 2013.   

The timing of when Scott County is reimbursed for any portion of the $327,830 depends 
upon when funds are provided in a future Regional Park Capital Improvement Program.  
The Council does not under any circumstances represent or guarantee that a 
reimbursement will be granted, and expenditure of local funds never entitles a park 
agency to reimbursement. 
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The parcel has no residential structures and qualifies for funding from the Environment 
and Natural Resources Trust Fund Acquisition Account, one of the two accounts in the 
Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund.  This account funds acquisition of properties having 
high-quality natural resources and no residential structures, as identified in Council-
approved park master plans. The acquisition grant would be financed with the revenue 
sources shown Table 3. 

Table 3:  Park Acquisition Opportunity Grant Fund Revenue Sources  

Revenue Sources Amount 

2012 Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund 
Acquisition Account (60%) $590,093 

Metropolitan Council bonds (40%) $393,396 

Total Grant  $983,489 

 

Known Support / Opposition 
 
The request is consistent with the rules for Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund grants as 
adopted on January 9, 2013.  There is no known opposition to the request.  
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Attachment 1:  Letter from Scott County requesting grant to acquire Premier 
Bank Parcel for Doyle-Kennefick Regional Park 
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Attachment 2: Scott County Property (Premier Bank) Acquisition in Doyle-
Kennefick Regional Park 
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Attachment 3: Aerial map of Property (Premier Bank) Acquisition in Doyle-
Kennefick Regional Park 
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Attachment 4: Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund Grant Totals and Percent 
Grants Awarded/Spent by Park Agency (Apr 2001 – 2013) 

Park Agency  

Total Park 
Acq. Opp. 

Grants  

%of Park 
Acq. Opp. 

Grants  
Acres 

Acquired 
% of Acres 
Acquired 

Anoka County   $  ,632,891  5.91% 860  40.54% 
Bloomington   $    500,244  1.81% 1.07  0.05% 
Carver County   $ 2,574,281  9.32% 67.10  3.16% 
Dakota County   $ 3,873,968  14.03% 536.50  25.28% 
Minneapolis Park & Rec. Board   $ 3,233,794  11.71% 9.48  0.45% 
Ramsey County   $    990,639  3.59% 13.69  0.65% 
Scott County   $ 3,582,674  12.98% 301.56  14.21% 
St. Paul   $ 2,221,918  8.05% 5.09  0.24% 
Three Rivers Park District   $ 5,163,949  18.71% 209.86  9.89% 
Washington County   $ 3,832,858  13.88% 117.38  5.53% 

Grand Total 
 
$27,607,215  100% 2,122.03  100% 

Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund Grant Totals and Percent Grants Awarded by 
MPOSC District (Apr 2001-2013) 

MPOSC District 

Total Park 
Acq. Opp. 

Grants  

%of Park 
Acq. Opp. 

Grants  
Acres 

Acquired 
% of Acres 
Acquired 

District A Subtotal   $ 3,343,349  12.11% 64  3.02% 
District B Subtotal   $ 7,246,354  26.25% 394.55  18.59% 
District C Subtotal   $    500,244  1.81% 1.07  0.05% 
District D Subtotal   $ 3,233,794  11.71% 9.48  0.45% 
District E Subtotal   $    731,200  2.65% 119.80  5.65% 
District F Subtotal   $ 6,298,699  22.82% 984.87  46.41% 
District G Subtotal   $ 2,379,607  8.62% 11.59  0.55% 
District H Subtotal   $ 3,873,968  14.03% 536.50  25.28% 

Grand Total 
 
$27,607,215  100% 2,122.03  100% 
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