
Business Item No. 2013-XXX 
Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission  

Meeting date: September 3, 2013 

For the Community Development Committee meeting of September 16, 2013 

For the Metropolitan Council meeting of September 25, 2013 

Subject:  Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund Grant for Vermillion Highlands Greenway 
and Rosemount Greenway Regional Trails (Klein Parcel), Dakota County  

District(s), Member(s): Metropolitan Parks & Open Space Commission District H, 
Barbara Schmidt 

Policy/Legal Reference: Minnesota Statute Section 473.315 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Tori Dupre, Senior Planner-Regional Parks and Natural 
Resources (651-602-1621) 

Division/Department: Community Development Division  

Proposed Action 

That the Metropolitan Council: 

1. Authorize a grant of up to $270,000 from the Parks and Trails Legacy Fund 
Acquisition Account to Dakota County to finance up to 75% of the costs to acquire 
approximately 8.5 acres in a 100-foot wide, 3,200-foot long greenway corridor 
easement for the Vermillion Highlands Greenway and Rosemount Regional 
Greenway Regional Trails. The grant should be financed with: 

• $162,000 from the FY2014 Parks and Trails Legacy Fund appropriation, and 

• $108,000 from Metropolitan Council bonds 

2. Consider reimbursing Dakota County up to $90,000 from its share of a future 
Regional Park Capital Improvement Program for its 25% share of the total 
acquisition costs. The Council does not under any circumstances represent or 
guarantee that reimbursement will be granted, and expenditure of local funds never 
entitles a park agency to reimbursement. 

Background 

On August 9, 2013 the Council received Dakota County’s acquisition opportunity grant 
request for $270,000 to finance up to 75% of the estimated total costs to acquire 
approximately 8.5 acres in a 100-foot wide, 3,200-foot long greenway corridor 
easement. (Attachment 2) 

The greenway corridor is part of the Vermillion Highlands Greenway and Rosemount 
Regional Greenway Regional Trails.  The County is acquiring a conservation easement 
for the trail corridor, while the City of Rosemount will own the property in fee title.  
The regional greenway corridor is part of a wider open space greenway to 
accommodate the trail and greenway as defined in the greenway master plans for the 
Vermillion Highlands Greenway and Rosemount Greenway regional trails.  The 8.5-acre 
trail corridor is located in the City of Rosemount, MN. 
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Dakota County’s letter (Attachment 1) describes the trail corridor conservation 
easement acquisition, transfer of ownership, and corridor location. It outlines the 
corridor conservation easement appraised value, closing costs, title insurance and 
other acquisition costs.  The acquisition costs total $360,000, and Dakota County 
requests a park acquisition opportunity fund grant for 75% of the total cost, $270,000. 

The master plans for the Rosemount Greenway regional trail and the Vermillion 
Highlands Greenway regional trail show this segment of planned trail.  Attachment 3 
shows the proposed acquisition in context with the greenway trail master plans, and 
show that the proposed acquisition is consistent with the master plans.  The 
Metropolitan Council approved both master plans on November 28, 2012 (2012-354 
and 2012-355).   

Dakota County’s 25% share of the total acquisition costs is $90,000, and the County 
requests that the Council consider reimbursement from a future regional parks capital 
improvement program.  The County’s request is consistent with the Park Acquisition 
Opportunity Grant Rules approved by the Metropolitan Council on January 9, 2013 
(Business Item 2012-260). 

Rationale 

In 2001, the Metropolitan Council established a Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund 
grant program to assist regional park agencies in acquiring land for the Metropolitan 
Regional Park System.  Land that is acquired must be within Metropolitan Council 
approved master plan boundaries for that particular park or trail unit.  To-date, about 
$32.6 million has been granted to acquire 2,708 acres.   

All park acquisition opportunity grant agreements include an “agreement and 
restrictive covenant” that park agencies record to ensure that the property remains in 
regional recreation use.  The Metropolitan Council’s action authorizes the Community 
Development Director to sign the grant agreement and accompanying documents 
including the restrictive covenant. 

Funding 

The Parks and Trails Legacy Fund balance is $2,259,152 based on the Metropolitan 
Council’s approval of Ramsey County’s grant for the Phalen Kelller Regional Park.   

 

Dakota County’s total acquisition costs are $360,000, as shown in Table 1.  

Table 1:  Acquisition Costs  

Cost Items Amount 

Purchase Price $350,000 

Appraisal  $6,000 

Taxes, Closing costs and Title Insurance $4,000 

Total $360,000 
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The Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund grant will be financed with the following 
revenue sources, shown in Table 2.  

Table 2: Acquisition Grant Revenue Sources  

Revenue Sources  Amount 

Grant Total (up to 75%) $270,000 

FY2014 Parks and Trails Legacy Fund (60%) $162,000 

Metropolitan Council bonds (40%) $108,000 

If the Metropolitan Council approves this grant and the Ramsey County grant, the 
Parks and Trails Legacy Fund Acquisition Account balance is $1,989,152. 

 

Known Support / Opposition 

The request is consistent with the rules for Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund Grant Rules 
(MC Item 2012-260).  The Council has received no communication of known opposition to 
the County’s grant request.  
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 Attachment 1:  Dakota County letter requesting an acquisition grant for the 
Vermillion Highlands Greenway and Rosemount Regional Greenway Regional 
Trails 
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Attachment 2:  Dakota County Property Acquisition Trail Corridor and greater 
Greenway 
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Attachment 3:  Dakota County Property Acquisition within Rosemount and 
Vermillion Highlands Greenways  
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