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MINNESOTA WALKS 

Current and Future Steps Toward a  
More Walkable Minnesota 



WALKING IS IMPORTANT 
Walking Provides Numerous and Diverse Benefits for People in Minnesota 
 

WALKING SHOULD BE EASIER 
Environmental Factors – Built, Social and Cultural – Affect Walking in Minnesota 
 

IT’S HARDER FOR SOME PEOPLE TO WALK 
Some Populations Have Less Access and Fewer Opportunities to Safely Walk 
 

MINNESOTA IS ON TRACK TO IMPROVE WALKING 
Minnesota is Working on Walking in Many Different Ways 



Priority Populations 
• American Indian 
• Children and Youth 
• Low Income Urban 

• Older Adults 
• People with Disabilities 
• Small Rural Communities 



STATEWIDE PEDESTRIAN PLAN 
Goals, Outcomes, Process 



Working Vision 
 
 
 

Walking is EASY, SAFE and DESIRABLE for 
ALL in Minnesota 

 



Project Goals 
 
 

• More people walk 
• Healthier people 
• Stronger communities 
(economically, socially, other) 

 
 

• Improve walking for all 
purposes 

• Improve safety 
• Improve accessibility and 

encourage connections 



Purpose & Outcomes 
• Develop and prioritize recommendations for new projects, 

policies and programs that would improve the pedestrian 
environment at the state, regional, and local levels 
 

• Gain a better understanding of pedestrian needs and challenges in 
Minnesota from public and external stakeholders to help MnDOT and 
MDH better address pedestrian needs 
 

• Provide recommendations to clarify the various roles and 
responsibilities of partners involved with creating better pedestrian 
environments in Minnesota 



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 



Engagement Approaches 
• Community Engagement 
• Social Media/CitiZing! 
• Focus Groups 
• Walking Workshops 
• Advisory Group Engagement 
• Internal Agency Engagement 

– MnDOT  
– MDH 

• Communication Strategies 



Guiding Principles 
Harness Existing Relationships 
Make it Convenient 
Foster Peer-to-Peer Conversations 
Ongoing Review & Evaluation of Engagement 

Process 



Community Engagement 
Activities 



Activity #1: It is important that I 
am able to talk to… 

 



Activity #2 – Hey, that looks like 
my street!  







Online Survey 
minnesotawalks.org 



Online Survey: Features to 
improve your walking experience 

  



  



Community Gathering 
Engagement Toolkit 



• General public 
• Special interest in 

priority populations 
• Moving away from 

open house format 
• Meet people where 

they are! 

Target Audience 



TAAC RECOMMENDATIONS 
Focus Group Questions 
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