Metropolitan Council
and TAAC
A Partnership for Better

Transit Accessibility Advisory Committee A
Council Member Jennifer Munt £
. M OPO

December 2, 2015 METROPOLITAN



Metropolitan Council’s Role

Planning

e Designated as the region’s Metropolitan Planning
Organization or MPO

e Long-range transportation planning and shorter term federal
funds programming

Transit Functions

* Provide, contract for, and coordinate metropolitan transit
operations (bus and rail)

* Provide financial assistance to local transit providers
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Metropolitan Council plays two fundamental roles in Twin Cities transportation. 

First role = region’s Metropolitan Planning Organization or MPO.  In this role, the Metropolitan Council is the chief planner for the transportation systems in the Twin Cities. 

Second role = the largest provider and lead agency for transit service in the Twin Cities.  



Transportation Accessibility
Advisory Committee’s Role

* to advise the council on the development

and management of policies regarding accessibility
of all aspects of fixed regular route and special
transportation services for persons with
disablilities.” 473.375
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How a TAAC Recommendation goes through

the Met Council process

TAAC staff bring it to
Director of MTS or
General Manager of
Metro Transit (Arlene
McCarthy/Brian Lamb)

TAAC makes a formal
recommendation

A N D...TAAC routinely provides valuable

input during project design. Examples
include: LRT, BRT, public facilities, and
transportation policy (TPP).

Transportation
Committee takes it up
for consideration
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Presentation Notes
The Important thing to remember here—recommendations and advise can happen formally, and informally.
	
Staff often implement advice or suggestions without having to go thru the Transportation committee.
	
There are a number of advisory committees here at the Council these days.

We’ve taken informal feedback from the community on important matters such as modifying light rail vehicles.

Elevator at the Pedestrian Bridge example.  

A NEW Equity Advisory Committee
Land Use Advisory Committee
Livable Communities Advisory Committee
Water Supply Advisory Committee




Project Development Process

System
and early
corridor
planning

Corridor study for
mode and
alignment (LPA
selection), early
environmental
review, corridor
land use planning

Project
Development,
approx. 30%
engineering
plans and final
NEPA
environmental
review

Engineering -
final plans,
specifications
and bid
documents

Construction

Operations
and
Maintenance

Progression of example project developme
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Transitway development can be a long process –
System planning is typically done in the TPP which identifies promising corridors for study and development

Corridor studies generally take one and ½ to two years depending on the number of alternatives and level of agreement of stakeholders.  The process ends with the selection of a Locally Preferred Alternative or LPA, which is then amended in to the TPP once funding is agreed upon.  The LPA identifies the mode and alignment for the corridor. This stage can overlap with early environmental work and corridor-level land use planning. Both of these factors can be influential in the selection of the mode and alignment. 

PD can take one to two years and engineering one to two years typically.

Construction will take 2-4 years depending on the length and complexity.

Total is 8 to 10 year process.

Arterial BRT and Highway BRT can have shorter timelines because of the less extensive nature of the investment. Similar process is followed but some steps can be combined and shortened. 



Eagan Transit Station Improvements

* New Freedoms grant to provide upgrades to the Eagan
Transit Station. The upgrades are currently in progress
and include:

* Improved heating in waiting area

* Improved lighting in waiting area

e Improving security cameras

* Adding a handicapped door access button
* Adding signage
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This a picture of the Eagan Transit Station, waiting area.  


Central Corridor Improvements
at Central Station

* Based on feedback from the disability community,
access to the Green Line was improved by installing an
elevator and linking LRT to the skyway system.

* Problem that skyways were closed at 9 p.m.
* Partnered with Mayor Coleman and the city
* Resulted in improved access
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Mayor Coleman with disability activist Rick Cardenas on site at Green Line’s Central Station.
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2016 Legislative Session

Transit and Transportation
Funding

When we partner, good things happen.
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