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Gold Line Overview
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Today’s Topics
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• Gold Line Project Overview
• Platform Discussion



Gold Line Project Map
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Types of Dedicated Guideway (BRT-only lanes)
Mixed Traffic

Dedicated Center RunningDedicated Side Running

Dedicated Curbside Running



Demographics within the Gold Line Corridor
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• 17% of households ¼ mile from the Gold Line do not 
have access to a car

• 14% of people report having a disability
• 47% of people identify as people of color
• Saint Paul has the highest concentration of zero-car 

households and people that report having a disability
• Saint Paul and Landfall have the highest 

concentrations of people of color



Gold Line in the Community
• 2018-2019 Outcomes

– More than 120 outreach & 
engagement events, meetings 
and activities 

– Over 2,500 individual 
connections 

– Mailings to over 2,100 residents 
– Nearly 800 survey respondents 
– Contact with nearly 200 residents 

while door-knocking
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Focus on engaging communities of color and low-income populations
Pop-up’s, community events
Open houses and neighborhood meetings
Individual stakeholder meetings
Community & Business Advisory Committee engagement
Online and print surveys
Mailings, door-knocking, flyer distribution




Gold Line Bus Rapid Transit Project Timeline
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PRE-PROJECT 
DEVELOPMENT

REVENUE 
SERVICE

2024

ONGOING PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT
January 2018-January 2020

CONSTRUCTION
2-3 Years

ENGINEERING
1-2 Years

DESIGN ADVANCEMENT

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

WE ARE 
HERE



Platform Discussion
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Platform Discussion Goals
• TAAC members provide feedback to Gold Line staff to 

help guide platform design 
– What are the highest priorities?
– What are some great examples of platform features 

that work well?
– What could help make our platforms even better?
– What other ideas or innovations do you have?

• TAAC feedback will inform initial concept designs
• Future meeting(s)

– TAAC input on concept designs
– TAAC input on vehicle design
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
A line station spotlight on flikr



BRT Platform Elements 
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Shelter

Pylon

Ticket Validator

Tactile 
Warning

Real-Time 
Arrival Sign

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What other projects have heard from TAAC before: 
Consistent station layout is important 
No stairs to access platforms
Locating all bus services on the same block/gate- not need to cross street or move around platform to reach correct bus
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Bench

Waste & 
Recycling 
Receptacle Light 

Fixture

Ticket Vending 
Machine

Information 
Kiosk

BRT Platform Elements  

Platform Light 
& Heaters 

Emergency 
Telephone

Security
Camera 

Arrival 
Annunciator

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What other projects have heard from TAAC before: 
Benches inside the shelter and preference for benches over lean rails 
Location of heaters- place low enough to be effective for seated passengers
Arrival annunciator- place within easy reach, adjust volume in high traffic areas
Ticket vending machines- ensure accessibility and touchpad sensitivity
Find ways to increase accessibility of visual information kiosk




Standard Sidewalk
• 6” curb (standard 

sidewalk height)
• Ramp is deployed
• Compatibility with 

all bus models

BRT Platform Elements – Bus Interface
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14”+ platform
• Minimal vertical gap
• 3-5” horizontal gap
• Bus ramp is usually 

deployed
• BRT bus only
• Separate local bus 

stop location

9-11” platform
• Minimal horizontal gap
• 3-5” vertical gap
• Bus ramp is deployed
• BRT and other buses

Ongoing evaluation of platform height

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Higher platforms result in tradeoffs
Consistent ramp deployment to meet ADA requirements
Buses must stop farther away from the platform (horizontal gap)
Platforms will be shorter than required, leading to a loss of consistency in station layout and fewer features
Steep ramps and/or stairs are required to access high platforms
High platforms would displace other routes, create impacts for all riders including difficulty and safety issues when transferring
Tradeoffs apply in both downtown and guideway stations




BRT Platform Elements- Winter Maintenance
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Red Line BRT Jan 2019 Snow Event

Snow and Ice Maintenance 
Challenges 



Platform Discussion

• What platform design choices can make Gold Line a 
premium service for all users?

• What other ideas or innovations do you have?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
A line station spotlight on flikr



Next Steps 
• Environmental Assessment Comment period 

– Mid-October to Mid-November
• Feedback on platform design concepts and station 

access 
– early 2020

• Advancing to 60% design 
– through July 2020
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For more information:
www.metrotransit.org/gold-line-project

Metro Transit BRT Projects
Charles Carlson

Director of BRT Projects
(612) 349-7639

charles.carlson@metrotransit.org

METRO Gold Line BRT Project Office
Chris Beckwith

Senior Project Manager 
(651) 602-1994

christine.beckwith@metrotransit.org
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