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ACTION TRANSMITTAL 
No. 2012-46 

 

 
DATE: December 6, 2012 

TO: Transportation Advisory Board 

FROM: Technical Advisory Committee 

REQUESTED 
BY: 

Anoka County, Kate Garwood (763-862-4320) 

PREPARED BY: Kevin Roggenbuck, TAB Coordinator (651-602-1728) 
Heidi Schallberg, Metropolitan Council (651-602-1721) 

SUBJECT: Anoka County requests a scope change for a CMAQ funded transit 
expansion project. 

REQUESTED 
ACTION: 

To approve the scope change described for the four components of the 
CMAQ funded transit expansion project. 

RECOMMENDED 
MOTION: 

Recommend that TAB approve the requested scope change for 
SP#TRS-TCMT-13F to increase the number of buses purchased from 
six to seven; and for SP# TRS-TCMT-13G to extend the transit service 
route to East Bethel and Ham Lake. 

 
BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE OF ACTION; RELATIONSHIP TO REGIONAL POLICY: 
Anoka County was awarded $6,630,762 in CMAQ funds (adjusted for inflation) in the 2009 
regional solicitation for the TH 65 Transit Service and Park and Ride Facility project. The 
project was programmed in 2013 in four separate components; land acquisition at the 
intersection of TH 65 and CSAH 14 in Blaine, construct 400 space surface park and ride lot, 
purchase six coach buses and fund transit service start-up from the facility to Minneapolis.  
 
Anoka County requests a scope change for this project. The County can purchase a property 
near the TH 65 and CSAH 14 intersection for less than programmed in the TIP and wishes to 
use those saved federal funds to purchase an additional bus and extend service into East 
Bethel and Ham Lake. The combined total cost of all four project components would remain 
the same as the original project. The county’s request and supporting documentation is 
attached.  
 
Projects that receive funding through the regional solicitation process are subject to the 
regional scope change policy. The purpose of this policy is to ensure that the project is 
designed and constructed according to the plans and intent described in the original 
application. Additionally, federal rules require that any federally-funded project scope change 
must go through a formal review and TIP amendment process if the project description or 
total project cost changes substantially. The scope change policy and process allow project 
sponsors to make adjustments to their projects as needed while still providing substantially 
the same benefits described in their original project applications. 
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STAFF ANALYSIS: 
Anoka County, MnDOT Metro State Aid and the TAB Coordinator consulted about the 
proposed scope change. Staff reviewed the scope change request in accordance with the 
process adopted by the TAB in March 2011. The county provided staff with revised data on 
the following criteria: Service Efficiency, Service Productivity, Reduction in SOV trips and/or 
VMT, Reduction in Vehicle Emissions and Measure of Project Effectiveness. Anoka County 
also provided a map showing the extended transit route funded in the project and the 
advertised cost of the land for the park and ride facility. 
 
Staff used the 2009 solicitation criteria to compare the original application (portions attached) 
and score with the proposed changes. Although the total project cost is unchanged, the 
added cost of the start-up service component and extension of the transit route were 
evaluated. After a review of the original project application and the scope change request, 
staff determined that the revised scope would have slightly higher operating cost and 
annualized cost per new transit rider (Service Efficiency and Service Productivity) but not 
enough to affect the criteria score. Staff also determined that the revised scope would 
provide more reduction in SOV trips and further reduce VMT. Anoka County provided a 
recalculated Appendix G showing a greater reduction in vehicle emissions, and the greater 
emissions reduction improves the total project’s Measure of Effectiveness. The revised 
scope provides slightly higher emission reduction benefits and slightly better cost 
effectiveness benefits. 
 
This evaluation addressed if the revised project scope provided about the same benefits as 
the original scope that was evaluated in the 2009 solicitation and if it would have been as 
likely to be funded; it is not intended to be an evaluation of the merits of the proposed revised 
project. 
 
COMMITTEE COMMENTS AND ACTION: 
The TAC Funding & Programming Committee and the full Technical Advisory Committee 
unanimously recommended approval of this scope change.  
 
 

ROUTING 

 

 

 

 

 

TO ACTION REQUESTED DATE COMPLETED 

TAC Funding & Programming 
Committee 

Review & Recommend November 15, 2012 

Technical Advisory Committee Review & Recommend December 5, 2012 

Transportation Advisory Board Review & Approve  

Metropolitan Council Information  









594 passenger trips

~21.55 miles

18 vehicle trips

37 mph

Emissions Factor 

(grams/mile)*

Daily SOV 

VMT (miles)

Emissions 

(kg/day)

CO Emissions 11.17 12,516 139.8

NOx Emissions 1.71 12,516 21.4

VOC Emissions 1.14 12,516 14.3

175.5

41 mph

Emissions Factor 

(grams/mile)*

Daily Bus 

VMT (miles)

Emissions 

(kg/day)

CO Emissions 5.58 389 2.2

NOx Emissions 8.07 389 3.1

VOC Emissions 1.16 389 0.5

5.8

Auto SOV 

Emission 

Reductions 

(kg/day)

Bus 

Emissions 

Generated 

(kg/day)

Net 

Emission 

Reductions 

(kg/day)
YEAR THREE 

(or final year if 

less than 3)
175.5 5.8 169.7

Year 3 (or final year if less than 3) Estimated Daily Ridership

Distance from Terminal to Terminal

Year 3 (or final year if less than 3) Estimated Daily Transit Vehicle Trips

NET PROJECT EMISSION REDUCTIONS

YEAR THREE (or final 

Total Emissions

VEHICLE EMISSIONS REDUCTION WORKSHEET (APPENDIX G)

Total Emissions

Average Weekday AM Peak Bus Travel Speed: 

Average Weekday AM Peak SOV Travel Speed: 

YEAR THREE (or final 

SOV (AUTO) EMISSIONS REDUCED

BUS EMISSIONS GENERATED

New or Expanded Transit Service, Vehicles or Capital

Copy of Revised Appendix G1 - Emissions Reduction (3)Transit Service Implementation 12/12/2012 11:14 AM
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Month Operating

Parking 

Operations Fuel Credits (Cash Fares)

Fare 

Reimburseme

nts
Operating     Fed 

Share

Operating 

County Share

Operating Cost 

Total

Operating 

Cost Per 

Passenger

Operating 

Subsidy per 

Passenger

 Passenger 

Trips pass/day

monthly 

service days

Start Up

Oct 13 65,701.62      150.00           207.00           18,609.30      37,628.26      9,407.06     28.6% 65,851.62       9.54 6.82 6,900           300 23 total fhwa anoka

Nov 13 57,131.84      1,100.00        195.00           17,530.50      32,405.08      8,101.27     30.4% 58,231.84       8.96 6.23 6,500           325 20 Operating $1,993,733 $1,594,986 $398,747

Dec 13 59,988.44      1,400.00        220.50           19,822.95      33,075.99      8,269.00     32.7% 61,388.44       8.35 5.63 7,350           350 21 Y1 334,690 83,673

Jan 14 59,988.44      2,200.00        236.25           21,238.88      32,570.65      8,142.66     34.5% 62,188.44       7.90 5.17 7,875           375 21 1,260,296 315,074

Feb 14 57,131.84      2,200.00        240.00           21,576.00      30,012.68      7,503.17     36.8% 59,331.84       7.42 4.69 8,000           400 20 Y2 271,152 67,788

Mar 14 59,988.44      2,200.00        267.75           24,070.73      30,279.97      7,569.99     39.1% 62,188.44       6.97 4.24 8,925           425 21 989,144 247,286

April 14 62,845.03      200.00           297.00           26,700.30      28,838.18      7,209.55     42.8% 63,045.03       6.37 3.64 9,900           450 22 Y3 285,153 71,288

May 14 59,988.44      180.00           315.00           28,318.50      25,227.95      6,306.99     47.6% 60,168.44       5.73 3.00 10,500         500 21 balance $879,988.72 $703,990.58 $175,998.14

June 14 59,988.44      170.00           374.22           33,642.38      20,913.47      5,228.37     56.5% 60,158.44       4.82 2.10 12,474         594 21

July 14 62,845.03      170.00           392.04           35,244.40      21,902.87      5,475.72     56.6% 63,015.03       4.82 2.10 13,068         594 22 -          

Aug 06 59,988.44      170.00           374.22           33,642.38      20,913.47      5,228.37     56.5% 60,158.44       4.82 2.10 12,474         594 21

Sep 14 59,988.44      180.00           374.22           33,642.38      20,921.47      5,230.37     56.5% 60,168.44       4.82 2.10 12,474         594 21

Year One 725,574         10,320           -                 3,493.20        314,038.68    $334,690.03 $83,672.51 43.15% 735,894.42     6.32 3.59 116,440      -          -          

Oct 14 67,013.26      150.00           409.86           36,846.41      23,925.59      5,981.40     55.5% 67,163.26       4.92 2.19 13,662         594 23

Nov 14 55,358.78      1,100.00        338.58           30,438.34      20,545.48      5,136.37     54.5% 56,458.78       5.00 2.28 11,286         594 19

Dec 14 64,099.64      1,400.00        392.04           35,244.40      23,890.56      5,972.64     54.4% 65,499.64       5.01 2.29 13,068         594 22

Jan 15 58,272.40      2,200.00        356.40           32,040.36      22,460.51      5,615.13     53.6% 60,472.40       5.09 2.36 11,880         594 20

Feb 15 58,272.40      2,200.00        356.40           32,040.36      22,460.51      5,615.13     53.6% 60,472.40       5.09 2.36 11,880         594 20

Mar 15 64,099.64      2,200.00        392.04           35,244.40      24,530.56      6,132.64     53.8% 66,299.64       5.07 2.35 13,068         594 22 Maple Grove rate Y1 $186.34 Y2 $190..06 Y3 193.86

Apr 15 64,099.64      200.00           392.04           35,244.40      22,930.56      5,732.64     55.4% 64,299.64       4.92 2.19 13,068         594 22

May 15 58,272.40      180.00           356.40           32,040.36      20,844.51      5,211.13     55.4% 58,452.40       4.92 2.19 11,880         594 20

June 15 64,099.64      170.00           392.04           35,244.40      22,906.56      5,726.64     55.4% 64,269.64       4.92 2.19 13,068         594 22 Assume 8 inbnd & 8 outbnd daily trips

July 15 64,099.64      170.00           392.04           35,244.40      22,906.56      5,726.64     55.4% 64,269.64       4.92 2.19 13,068         594 22 Assume 12.14 daily NTD revenue hrs

Aug 15 61,186.02      170.00           374.22           33,642.38      21,871.53      5,467.88     55.4% 61,356.02       4.92 2.19 12,474         594 21  Assume $186.34 hr  or $2262.17 a day Y1

Sep 15 61,186.02      180.00           374.22           33,642.38      21,879.53      5,469.88     55.4% 61,366.02       4.92 2.19 12,474         594 21 Assume  $190.06 hr Y2

Year Two 740,059         10,320           4,526.28        406,912.57    $271,152.46 $67,788.12 54.83% 750,379.43     4.97 2.25 150,876      Assume $193.86 hr Y3

Oct 15 65,381.22      150.00           392.04           35,244.40      23,915.83      5,978.96     54.4% 65,531.22       5.01 2.29 13,068         594 22

Nov 15 59,437.48      1,100.00        356.40           32,040.36      22,512.57      5,628.14     53.5% 60,537.48       5.10 2.37 11,880         594 20 Assume 1% cash fares $3.00

Dec 15 65,381.22      1,400.00        392.04           35,244.40      24,915.83      6,228.96     53.4% 66,781.22       5.11 2.38 13,068         594 22 Assume electronic fares reimbursed at 90%: $2.727

Jan 16 59,437.48      2,200.00        356.40           32,040.36      23,392.57      5,848.14     52.6% 61,637.48       5.19 2.46 11,880         594 20

Feb 16 62,409.35      2,200.00        374.22           33,642.38      24,474.20      6,118.55     52.6% 64,609.35       5.18 2.45 12,474         594 21 need to know estiamted hourly rate for all three years

Mar 16 68,353.10      2,200.00        409.86           36,846.41      26,637.46      6,659.36     52.8% 70,553.10       5.16 2.44 13,662         594 23 need to know estimated Fuel Credits

Apr 16 62,409.35      200.00           374.22           33,642.38      22,874.20      5,718.55     54.3% 62,609.35       5.02 2.29 12,474         594 21 need to know estimated parking expenses

May 16 62,409.35      180.00           374.22           33,642.38      22,858.20      5,714.55     54.3% 62,589.35       5.02 2.29 12,474         594 21 need to know estimated daily passengers

June 16 65,381.22      170.00           392.04           35,244.40      23,931.83      5,982.96     54.4% 65,551.22       5.02 2.29 13,068         594 22

July 16 59,437.48      170.00           356.40           32,040.36      21,768.57      5,442.14     54.4% 59,607.48       5.02 2.29 11,880         594 20

Aug 16 68,353.10      170.00           409.86           36,846.41      25,013.46      6,253.36     54.4% 68,523.10       5.02 2.29 13,662         594 23

Sept 16 62,409.35      180.00           374.22           33,642.38      22,858.20      5,714.55     54.3% 62,589.35       5.02 2.29 12,474         594 21

Year Three 760,800         10,320           4,561.92        410,116.61    $285,152.93 $71,288.23 53.78% 771,119.69     5.07 2.34 152,064      

% Farebox 

Recovery
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 Federal CMAQ Funding Application – Transit Expansion 
INSTRUCTIONS: Return the completed application to Kevin Roggenbuck, Transportation Coordinator, 

Transportation Advisory Board, 390 North Robert St., St. Paul, Minnesota 55101.  (651) 
602-1728.  Form 1 needs to be filled out electronically.  Please go to Metropolitan Council’s 
website for instructions.  Applications must be received by 5:00 PM or postmarked on 
June 15, 2009. *Be sure to complete and attach the Project Information form. (Form 2) 

Office 
Use Only 

I. GENERAL INFORMATION 

1. APPLICANT: Anoka County 

2. JURISDICTIONAL AGENCY (IF DIFFERENT):       

3. MAILING ADDRESS: 1440 Bunker Lake Boulevard 

    CITY: Andover STATE: MN ZIP CODE: 55304 4. COUNTY: Anoka 

5. CONTACT PERSON:  
Douglas W. Fischer, P.E. 

TITLE:  
County Engineer 

PHONE NO. 
(763)862-4200 

6. CONTACT E-MAIL ADDRESS: Doug.Fischer@co.anoka.mn.us 

II. PROJECT INFORMATION 

7. PROJECT NAME: TH 65 Transit Service and Park and Ride Facility 

8. BRIEF PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The project proposes to purchase 6.68 acres of property for the development 
of a 400 space Park/Ride lot near the TH 65 and CSAH 14 intersection in the city of Blaine. Six coach buses will be 
purchased for providing 15-30 minute service during the morning peak hours from the Park/Ride lot to downtown 
Minneapolis and for the return trip during the afternoon peak period. The proposed route will travel on T.H. 65, T.H. 
10/610, T.H. 252 and I94.  According to MnDOT both T.H. 65 and T.H. 252 are congested three to four hours per 
weekday.  In addition, nine of the thirty-five most congested intersections on the Arterial System in the Metro area 
are located along the proposed route. 
9. INDICATE PROJECT OR PROGRAM CONSTRUCTION LETTING, COMPLETION, OR FULLY OPERATIONAL 
DATES. 
If approved for CMAQ funding, property acquisition and Park/Ride design will be completed in time for a 2013 
construction start. Express transit service will begin in 2014 and then continue through 2016 as a demonstration 
service. 
 

III. PROJECT FUNDING 

10. Are you applying for funds from another source(s) to implement this project?     Yes             No  
If yes, please identify the source(s):       

10. FEDERAL AMOUNT: $6,583,786 15. REQUESTED PROGRAM YEAR:  2013        2014 

11. MATCH AMOUNT: $1,696,447 16. SIGNATURE 

12. PROJECT TOTAL: $ 8,482,235 17. TITLE: County Engineer 

13. MATCH % OF PROJECT TOTAL: 20% 

                               

14. SOURCE OF MATCH FUNDS:  
Anoka County 
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 TH 65 PARK AND RIDE AND EXPRESS SERVICE  
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

   
The project will construct a new 400 car park and ride lot at the intersection of TH 65 and CSAH 14 in the 
City of Blaine.  Approximately 6.68 acres will be acquired for this new lot.  Six coach buses will be 
purchased to provide peak period express service from the lot to/from Downtown Minneapolis via TH 65, 
TH 10/610, TH 252 and I-94. The Park and Ride lot will be located north of 121st Avenue NE between 
Ulysses St. NE and TH 65 (west side of TH 65). The lot is intended to serve commuter trips from the cities 
of Blaine, Ham Lake, Bethel, East Bethel, Andover, Oak Grove, St. Francis and communities north of 
Anoka County e.g. Athens, Isanti, and Cambridge. The new lot will feature pedestrian walkways and a 
bus turnaround/layover area. 
  
This application assumes construction of the park and ride in the year 2013 with express service starting 
in 2014, continuing through 2016 as a demonstration service.  In the final year of the grant, 297 new park 
and ride users (594 new daily riders) are expected to generate 151,470 new annual rides in 2016. 
  
According to the traditional five step model, the mid- and long-term demand for this site is very 
high. However, this application is for a relatively small facility (400 spaces) because the TH 65 corridor is 
influenced by expansion of the existing park and ride lot at 95th Avenue/ I-35W, which is expanding to 
1,482 spaces and by the Northstar Commuter Rail facilities along TH 10.  The facilities will impact usage 
of this proposed new lot at TH 65/CSAH 14.   
  
This application seeks funds to establish a park and ride in an area of high transit usage (based on recent 
studies and user origin data) that is not currently serviced.  The application is sized to a conservative 
estimate of transit demand, while leaving the possibility of future expansion open, as specified in the 
Metropolitan Council's 2030 Transportation Policy Plan. 
   
Background 
  
In 1998, the Metropolitan Council and Metro Transit embarked on a program to improve the effectiveness 
and efficiency of transit service to meet the changing demographics and emergence of new travel 
patterns.  The Metro Area was divided into nine geographic sectors for the purpose of comprehensively 
evaluating transit service and needs, determining market opportunities, and restructuring service and 
facilities to better address those needs and opportunities. The need for a large park and ride and express 
service was identified in the Transportation Policy Plan (TPP), Transit Market Study and other planning 
initiatives including the Anoka County Transit System Plan. There are currently no park and ride facilities 
within a 2.5 miles radius of this site. 
  
Communities in Anoka County are among the fastest growing in the region.  Downtown Minneapolis 
employment is expected to grow from 140,000 on 2002 to 170,000 in the year 2010.  Park and rides in 
the area are: 95th Avenue - 953 spaces plus an additional 471 this year; Foley Blvd. -1,243 spaces; and 
the Northtown Transit Center -366 spaces. The remaining existing capacity in these lots ranges from 6% 
at 95th Avenue to 24% at the Northtown Transit Center. 
 
TH 65 and Express Service   
  
In order for Metro Transit to meet the increasing demand and reduce peak hour congestion along this 
route, a new park and ride served by express service (coach buses) is proposed.  The new route would 
operate express service between the new park and ride and Downtown Minneapolis.  The route 
will utilize new shoulder lanes on TH 65 and the existing shoulder lanes on TH 252. According to 
Mn/DOT, both of these state highways are congested from 3 to 4 hours per weekday. Nine of the 35 
worst congested intersections in the Metro Area are located on the new route proposed by this 
application. 
  
This route is proposed to offer weekday express service to Downtown Minneapolis between 5:45 A.M. 
and 8:50 A.M. and returning from Downtown Minneapolis between 3:10 P.M. to 6:27 P.M. totaling nine 
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trips each direction. The average travel time between the new park and ride and Downtown Minneapolis 
in AM Peak Period is 38 minutes and 46 minutes in the PM Peak Period. For the majority of these trips 
service will run every 15 minutes.  The cities that will benefit most from the implementation of this service 
are Blaine, East Bethel, Bethel, Oak Grove, Andover and Ham Lake; however Metro Transit’s analysis 
indicates a park and ride demand from a broad area outside of the Seven County Metropolitan Area. 
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