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¥ Air quality affects our health
¥ There are inequities in exposure and health 

outcomes
¥Minnesota’s air quality is good, but more is 

needed to protect our most vulnerable
¥Most air pollution in MN comes from our 

everyday activities

Key take-aways
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AIR QUALITY AFFECTS OUR 
HEALTH
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¥ Anyone, especially on bad air days
¥ Some people are more affected than others:

¥ People with heart and lung conditions
¥ The elderly
¥ Children
¥ People who are active outdoors

Who is affected by air pollution?
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¥ Inequities in exposure and health outcomes 
for some groups
¥ People of lower income
¥ People of color

Environmental justice
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Percentage of 8th graders diagnosed 
with asthma by race/ethnicity in MN



MINNESOTA’S AIR QUALITY
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Air pollution and our economy
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Federal standards
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Bad air days

10



MOST AIR POLLUTION IN MN COMES 
FROM OUR EVERYDAY ACTIVITIES
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Overall air pollution by type
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WHAT WE’RE DOING
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¥ Federal actions
¥ Transportation planning
¥ Consumer and business decisions

Vehicles and heavy-duty equipment
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Emission trends in MN for major vehicle-
related pollutants 2005-2014

Federal standards
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¥ Land-use planning
¥Multi-modal transportation options
¥ Reducing congestion

Transportation planning
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¥Mode of travel
¥ Vehicle miles traveled
¥ Efficiency of vehicle
¥ Age of vehicle

Consumer and business choice
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Vehicle type
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Diesel trucks and equipment
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Electric vehicles
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WHAT YOU CAN DO
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¥ Partnerships are critical
¥ Remember:

¥ Land-use planning
¥ Multi-modal transportation options
¥ Congestion mitigation

Keep up the good work!
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¥ Get involved with Clean Air Minnesota
¥ Be Air Aware MN: 

https://www.beairawaremn.org/
¥ Become an Air Aware Employer

Get involved!
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https://www.beairawaremn.org/


¥ Updates on air quality issues and the work 
of the MPCA and our partners.

www.pca.state.mn.us/airmail

Sign Up for Air Mail
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http://www.pca.state.mn.us/airmail


¥ The Air We Breathe
www.pca.state.mn.us/air/air-we-breathe-2017

Check out the report

25

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/air/air-we-breathe-2017


26

Amanda Jarrett Smith
Senior Air Policy Planner
Air Assessment Section
Environmental Analysis & Outcomes Division
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
Amanda.Smith@state.mn.us
651-757-2486


	The air we breathe�The state of Minnesota’s air quality 2017
	Key take-aways
	Air quality affects our health
	Slide Number 4
	Who is affected by air pollution?
	Environmental justice
	Minnesota’s air quality
	Air pollution and our economy
	Federal standards
	Bad air days
	Most air pollution in MN comes from our everyday activities�
	Overall air pollution by type
	What we’re doing
	Vehicles and heavy-duty equipment
	Federal standards
	Transportation planning
	Consumer and business choice
	Vehicle type
	Diesel trucks and equipment
	Electric vehicles
	What you can do
	Keep up the good work!
	Get involved!
	Sign Up for Air Mail
	Check out the report
	Slide Number 26

