
Transportation Advisory Board 
of the Metropolitan Council of the Twin Cities  
 
 

ACTION TRANSMITTAL 
 

No. 2012-21 
 
DATE:  April 19, 2012 
 

TO:  Technical Advisory Committee 
 

FROM: TAC Funding & Programming Committee 
 

SUBJECT: TIP Amendment Request for MnDOT to add St Croix River Crossing 
 
MOTION:   That the TAB adopt an amendment to the 2012-2015 TIP that adds 

SP#8217-82045PE and 8217-82045PR: Bridge Plan Design, Analysis 
and Review.  

 
BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE OF ACTION: The construction of the St Croix River 
Bridge was previously held up because of a decision by the National Park Service to not 
approve the project under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. In March, 2012, President 
Obama signed legislation that exempted the crossing from the Wild and Scenic River 
Act, enabling the project to move forward. These two projects are required to confirm 
and utilize the preliminary bridge plans to produce a formal bridge plan. The federal 
funds used for this project are being advance constructed with conversion of federal 
funds taking place in 2014. The project is subject to air quality conformity determination 
which has been previously included in the TIP Air Quality Analysis and no changes have 
been made either to the horizon year or the capacity increase from this project on the 
regional system. Additional background material is attached. 
 
RELATIONSHIP TO REGIONAL POLICY: Federal law requires that all transportation 
projects that will be partially funded with federal funds must be in an approved 
Transportation Improvement Program and meet the following four tests: fiscal constraint; 
consistency with the adopted regional transportation plan; air quality conformity and 
opportunity for public input.  It is the TAB’s responsibility to adopt and amend the TIP 
according to these four requirements. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

ROUTING 
 

TO ACTION REQUESTED DATE COMPLETED 
TAC Funding & Programming 
Committee 

Review & Recommend February 16,  2012 

Technical Advisory Committee Review & Recommend  
TAB Programming Committee Review & Recommend  
Transportation Advisory Board Review & Adopt  
Metropolitan Council Concurrence  
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