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ACTION TRANSMITTAL No. 2018-33 

DATE: May 18, 2018 

TO: Technical Advisory Committee 

FROM:  TAC Funding and Programming Committee 

PREPARED BY: Joe Barbeau, Senior Planner (651-602-1705) 

SUBJECT: Scope Change Request for Anoka County’s Hanson Boulevard 
Expansion 

REQUESTED 
ACTION: 

Anoka County requests a scope change to its Hanson Boulevard 
Expansion project (SP # 002-678-022) to eliminate widening of the 
bridge over Coon Creek. 

RECOMMENDED 
MOTION: 

That the Technical Advisory Committee recommend to the 
Transportation Advisory Board approval of the scope change 
request for Washington County’s Hanson Boulevard Expansion 
project (SP # 002-678-022) to eliminate widening of the bridge over 
Coon Creek. 

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE OF ACTION: Anoka County was awarded $7,000,000 ($7,560,000 
after inflation adjustment) in Surface Transportation Block Grant funds for the 2019 fiscal year in the 
Roadway Expansion category of the 2014 Regional Solicitation. The project was awarded funding to 
expand Hanson Boulevard (CSAH 78), a two-lane roadway, to a four-lane divided facility with six-foot 
paved shoulders from 139th Lane to Crosstown Boulevard (CSAH 18), a distance of roughly one and a 
half miles. Anoka County’s request proposes changes to the bridge over Coon Creek. The rest of the 
project length would remain unchanged from the original scope. 

Due to the existence of various power lines on both sides of the street, the planned widening of the 
bridge is impractical. The County considered several alternatives including constructing a separate 
bridge and alternate routes for the trail but settled on working within the existing bridge width. The 
impacts of this scope change will primarily be to the bridge. Key impacts would be: 

• The overall bridge width would remain at the current 71.5 feet, as opposed to the planned 
increase to 88 feet. 

• The median would be narrowed from the planned six feet to four feet. 

• The inside lane with would be reduced from the planned 14 feet to 13 feet. 

• The bicycle trail would remain at the current six-foot width with no clear zone, as opposed to the 
required width of 14 feet.  The County received a variance from MnDOT Metro State Aid on this 
requirement on December 18, 2017. 

• Additional bridge upgrades would be made (including installation of additional reinforcing for the 
beams, addition of concrete approach panels, deck resurfacing, and improvements to the 
erosion control best management practices). 

RELATIONSHIP TO REGIONAL POLICY: Projects that receive funding through the Regional 
Solicitation process are subject to the regional scope change policy. The purpose of this policy is to 
ensure that the project is designed and constructed according to the plans and intent described in the 
original application. Additionally, any federally-funded project scope change must go through a formal 
review and TIP amendment process if the project description or total project cost changes substantially. 



  

The scope change policy allows project sponsors to adjust their projects as needed while still providing 
substantially the same benefits described in their original project applications. 

A TIP amendment accompanies this request. 

STAFF ANALYSIS:  

Scoring: This project scored 543 points out of 1,100. The highest-scoring unfunded project in the 
Roadway Expansion category scored 510. For most scoring categories, there was no need to consider 
a scoring change. The scorer in the Multimodal Facilities and Connections criterion deducted two points 
due to the narrowing of the trail improvement on the east side of the bridge along with the removal of 
the sidewalk on the west side, which could potentially have accommodated future non-motorized 
infrastructure. With that deduction, the project still scores 541, enough to have been funded. 

Funding: The County did not propose a federal funding amount. The bridge replacement was included 
in the original budget at a cost of $1,000,000. In lieu of replacing the bridge, the County is estimating 
$530,000 for new upgrades to the existing bridge.  This results in a $470,000 reduction from the bridge.  
Staff provides the following options for federal funds removal: 

• Remove $376,000 of federal funds, which is 80% of the $470,000 cost reduction. 

• Remove $282,000 of federal funds, which is 60% of the $470,000 cost reduction.  The 60% is 
based up the fact that the original application was funded with a 60% federal contribution. 

COMMITTEE COMMENTS AND ACTION: At its May 17, 2018 meeting, the Funding & Programming 
Committee voted unanimously to recommend approval of the scope change request for Washington 
County’s Hanson Boulevard Expansion project (SP # 002-678-022) to eliminate widening of the bridge 
over Coon Creek at a cost reduction of $376,000. 

ROUTING 

TO ACTION REQUESTED COMPLETION DATE 

TAC Funding & Programming Committee Review & Recommend 5-17-2018 

Technical Advisory Committee Review & Recommend - 

Transportation Advisory Board Review & Approve - 

 















Anoka County - Scope Change Request 
CSAH 78 (Hanson Blvd) Reconstruction Project 

SP 002-678-022 
 

Figure 3: Existing Great River Energy Power Transmission Lines (east side of CSAH 
78) 
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