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Locally Preferred Alternative
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* PAC unanimously approves LPA

Locally Preferred Alternative — Feb. 12, 2014

L
L] WHEREAS, the Midtown Corridor is identified in the Metropolitan Council’s 2030 Transportation Policy
° Plan (amended May 2013) as a future bus or rail transitway, with the appropriate mode and alignment
to be determined through further study, and

WHEREAS, Lake Street is identified in the Metropolitan Council's 2030 Transportation Policy Plan
{amended May 2013) as a future arterial BRT carridor (called enhanced bus for this study), and

L] L] L] L]
- Combination alternative of rail
WHEREAS, on April 2, 2010 the City of Minneapolis identified the Midtown Greenway as part of a long-

term rail network, and

L]
WHEREAS, the City of Minneapolis has identified Lake Street as a primary transit network corridor in the
I I I re e l lway a l l e I l a I l Ce u S Access Minneapolis: Citywide Transportation Action Plan (published July 2008}, and

WHEREAS, on November 3, 2009 the Hennepin County Regional Rail Autharity unanimously supported
the Southwest Transitway LPA resolution which included an amendment that “the region continue to

explore the development of and commitment to the Midtown Corridor as a rail transit connection
between the Southwest and Hiawatha LRT lines,” and

'WHEREAS, the alternatives analysis identified three primary needs to address with the Midtown
Corridor transitway: unmet transportation needs in the corridor, particularly with transit; a diverse

population with a variety of transportation demands; support of city and regional policies encouraging
= u p p O r r O I I I a I l growth and development in the corridor, and

WHEREAS, the alternatives analysis identified five primary goals to achieve with the Midtown Corridor
transitway: increase transit use among the growing number of corridor residents, employees, and
visitors; improve corridor equity with better mability and access to jobs and activities; catalyze and

. . .
support housing and economic development along the corridor; develop a cost-effective transitway that
- I I 0 I l l re I I l e I I l e I I I I l l l l l re is well-positioned for implementation; build upon the vibrancy and diversity of the corridor by
supporting healthy, active communities and the environment, and
'WHEREAS, the alternatives analysis has shown that either the double/single-track rail in the Midtown

p I I a S e S Greenway or enhanced bus on Lake Street will address the corridor needs and achieve the project goals,
and

'WHEREAS, the alternatives analysis has further shown that there is sufficient demand in the corridor to
support both double/single-track rail in the Midtown Greenway and enhanced bus on Lake Street, and
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Council Action

That the Metropolitan Council recognizes the Midtown Corridor Policy
Advisory Committee’s (PAC) action on a Locally Preferred Alternative
(LPA) recommendation made on February 12, 2014. This action
confirms previously adopted BRT improvements along Lake Street. A
future Council action to amend the Transportation Policy Plan with a
rail corridor LPA may be considered when:

* Adequate funding is projected for the project in the fiscally
constrained plan,

 Specific rail mode (single car LRT or streetcar) is determined

through more advanced study phases and supporting community
engagement, and

e Resolutions of support are obtained from the City of Minneapolis

and Hennepin County GMetroTranSIt
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