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How does the Council Review Plans?

Issue Approach

Review Standard

Planning 
Component

Metropolitan 
Development 

Guide
Thrive MSP 2040

System 
Plans

Conformance

Potential 
Plan 

Modification

Develop-
ment

Policies

Consistency

Technical 
Assistance

Coordination

Compatibility

Local 
Jurisdiction 
Facilitation
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How does MTS Review Plans?

Issue Approach

Review Standard

Planning 
Component

Transportation 
Policy Plan TPP

Highways/ 
Transit/
Aviation 

Conformance

Potential 
Plan 

Modification

Bike/Ped

Consistency

Freight

Compatibility

Technical 
Assistance
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• Minn. Stat. 473.175, subd. 1:
“The council shall review the comprehensive plans of local 
governmental units…to determine their…conformity with 
metropolitan system plans.”

• Review standard: “more likely than not to have a 
substantial impact on or contain a substantial 
departure from metropolitan system plans”

• Steps:
– Immediately work toward issue resolution
– Last step: plan modification procedures

Review 
Standard Conformance
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• The TPP identifies what constitutes a conformance 
issue in a local comprehensive plans

• Examples of Potential Conformance Issues:
– Classifying Principal Arterial’s as something different
– Inappropriately guiding land within an aviation facility
– Not planning for the minimum densities to support  

transitway station areas

Review 
Standard Conformance
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• Minn. Stat. 473.175, subd. 1:
“The council shall review and comment on the apparent 
consistency of the comprehensive plans with adopted plans of 
the council.”

• Steps:
– Technical assistance to resolve inconsistency
– Advisory comments recommending changes, offer 

assistance

Review 
Standard Consistency
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• Policies in Thrive and the TPP 
– Identified policies as they apply to local comprehensive plans

• Examples of Potential Policy Inconsistencies:
– Not planning or preparing for RBTN
– Plans clarifying the TPP has limited funding for expansions

Review 
Standard Consistency
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• Minn. Stat. 473.175, subd. 1:
“The council shall review the comprehensive plans of local 
governmental units…to determine their compatibility with each 
other…”

• Ensure coordination among local jurisdictions
• Incompatibilities are rare
• Steps:

– Identify the incompatibilities, offer suggested solutions
– Support to facilitate conversations among local jurisdictions

Review 
Standard Compatibility
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MTS Review Team

• Joe Barbeau – Sr. Planner
• David Burns – Sr. Planner
• Russ Owen – Sr. Planner/Aviation Modal Lead
• Heidi Schallberg – Sr. Planner/Pedestrian Modal Lead
• Katie White – Sr. Planner
• Daniel Pena – Planner
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MTS Review Team Modal Leads

• Steve Elmer – Bikes/Freight
• Tony Fischer – Highways 
• Cole Hiniker – Transit
• Steve Mahowald – Metro Transit 
• Mark Filipi – Forecasts
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Review Schedule

• Plans will come in the rest of the year, all through the end of next year
• 1 hour to 2 days for review/plan
• Most of reviews have been preliminary plans
• Official plans submitted, it’s possible this will double the amount of review time



13

Preliminary Review Process
• Communities can submit 

draft versions of whole 
or part of the plan

• MC staff provide 
feedback on:
 Completeness of 

information
 Conformance issues
 Any policy inconsistencies
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Plans Submitted

• Reviewed ~ 50 plans, including 4 
county plans

• Most have been Preliminary  
Reviews
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Once Plans are Submitted

• MTS Staff/Metro Transit Staff assigned a group of communities
• MTS Staff review plans according to community checklist (Highways, Transit, 

Bike/Ped, Aviation, Freight)
• Metro Transit Staff review transit section, provide comments to principal 

reviewer
• Principal reviewer combines MTS and Metro Transit comments
• Once comments have been finalized, sent to LPA 
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Themes in the Plans 

• Some common missing items to date: 
– Forecasts for roadways not consistent with Met Council forecasts
– Regional Bike Transportation Network (RBTN) not addressed 
– Pedestrian needs not addressed 
– Incorrect Transit Market Areas

• Many plans have addressed most of the checklist items
– Many plans have excellent mapping
– Some plans have incorporated the RBTN in their local bike system
– Most plans have addressed the required aviation components



Mark Filipi
Manager, MTS Technical Services 
651-602-1725
Mark.filipi@metc.state.mn.us

Questions?

mailto:lisa.barajas@metc.state.mn.us
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