
The Public Art In Transit Collection Update
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The Public Art In Transit Collection

38 Sites          43 Artworks         365 individual pieces
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2016
• Half of Blue Line Public Art was in need of conservation 

treatments
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2016
• One third of Green Line Public Art was in need of 

conservation treatments
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Public Art Conservation Goals

2017 -- Noticeable activity as to the condition of artworks at LRT 
platforms

2018 – 50% improvement in condition of artworks at LRT 
platforms

2019 -- Condition problems on the LRT platform art seems the 
exception and customers have a clear sense that pieces will be 
repaired if broken

2020 -- Reinstalling missing artworks that have not been 
permanently removed/deaccessioned

2021 -- All public art pieces are on a regular maintenance 
schedule, have had at least one conservation treatment, appear 
to be in optimal condition and graffiti is removed in a timely 
manner



Conservation From 2016 thru 2018
27 Conservation treatments        15 Graffiti removals
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Most Impactful Projects by Year: 2016
• Graffiti Removal and cleaning at Lexington Pkwy Station 
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Most Impactful Projects by Year: 2017
• Repainting of Aldo Moroni’s Dancing Mill City at Cedar-Riverside
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Most Impactful Projects by Year: 2017
• VA Medical Center Station Bench and Steps
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Most Impactful Projects by Year: 2018 
Anti-graffiti coating removal on Green Line mosaics
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Most Impactful Projects by Year: 2018
Small Kindnesses, Weather Permitting upgrade
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Most Impactful Projects by Year: 2018
Small Kindnesses, Weather Permitting upgrade
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2019 Conservation Plan
Focus on Glass Art at: 28th Avenue, Bloomington Central, 
50th Street, Cedar-Riverside and Lake Street Stations
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Touch-up grouting for mosaics on Green Line
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Removal of broken Neon Marquee at Franklin Avenue 
Station
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Other smaller items
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Public Art Conservation Goals

2017 -- Noticeable activity as to the condition of artworks at LRT platforms -
ACCOMPLISHED

2018 – 50% improvement in condition of artworks at LRT platforms -
ACCOMPLISHED

2019 -- Condition problems on the LRT platform art seems the exception and 
customers have a clear sense that pieces will be repaired if broken –
Replacement of glass art at 28th Avenue and Bloomington Central, removal of 
broken glass at 50th Street Station and removal of the Neon Marquee at Franklin 
will resolve all noticeably broken artworks except canopy at Cedar-Riverside
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Program Improvements
• New Website Pages – more information about the work, the artists 

and an additional 350 photos – https://www.metrotransit.org/public-art-in-
transit

• Guidelines for Long-Term Public Art 
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https://www.metrotransit.org/public-art-in-transit


• Public Art Collection Impact Survey – 2017 & 2019
• Better Bus Stops Catalog of Possibilities for 

Placemaking and Community Identity 
– Created in 2018
– Pilot projects in 2019
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Program Improvements



Program Improvements
• Public Art Temporary Use of Property Procedures - 2017
• Lake Street Station Butterfly Sculpture

– 2018 Proposed by Lake Street Council
– 2019 Install
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• Upgrade of Small Kindnesses, Weather Permitting
– 2018 Tech Upgrade
– 2019 Content Upgrade 

• Public Art Tour – Third Saturday of June, July and August
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Program Improvements



• “Where is this?” social media project

Where is this? Where is this?
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Program Improvements
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