
METRO G Line – Authorization to Release Recommended 
Corridor Plan for Public Comment 
Business Item 2024-193 | September 9, 2024

Laura Greteman, Planner, Arterial BRT



Proposed action 2024-193

• Authorize release of the METRO G Line 
Recommended Corridor Plan for public 
review and comment

• Direct staff to collect public comments 
through Friday, October 25, summarize 
comments, and report the findings to 
the Metropolitan Council
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METRO G Line

• The METRO G Line will be an 
important link in the growing 
METRO network

• Fast, frequent, all-day service 
in an 11.5-mile corridor from 
Little Canada to West St. Paul

• The G Line will upgrade Routes 
62 and 68 to become the main 
transit service in the Rice 
Street/Robert Street corridor 
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G Line project phasing
• G Line construction will be coordinated 

with planned street projects, including 
MnDOT’s Robert Street South 
reconstruction project in 2027-2028

• Plan to construct and open the G Line 
project in two phases

– Phase 1 will include the north half of the 
corridor, including downtown St. Paul

– Phase 2 will extend from downtown St. Paul 
to the Dakota County Northern Service Center

• The G Line Recommended Corridor Plan 
identifies station locations for both phases

4



Planned project schedule

5

G Line 
identified: 

March 2021

Early project 
coordination:  
2022–2023

Draft Corridor 
Plan: 

Comment 
period

 Sept. 25–  
Nov. 6, 2023

Recommended 
Corridor Plan: 

Comment 
period

Fall 2024

Final Corridor 
Plan 

approved: 
Winter 

2024/2025

Engineering: 
Fall 2024–

2025

Construction: 
2026–2028

Planning phase

Looking for community input 
to select station locations

We are here

Community 
engagement



What is included in the 
Corridor Plan?
• Proposed station locations 

• Proposed platform locations within the 
station intersection

• Information about how proposed 
locations were determined

• Other planning considerations

– Project coordination with agency partners

– Bus priority treatments

– Supporting local bus service
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Draft Corridor Plan engagement strategies

• Engagement along the corridor

– Door knocked over 170 station neighbors

– Over 400 interactions at 15 community events

– 87 signs posted at Route 62 and Route 68 bus stops

– 32,804 postcards sent to residents, businesses, and 
property owners 

• Virtual engagement and communications

– 919 G Line project subscribers received updates

– 58,969 Go To card users received email 
communications

– 1 virtual open house
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Strong support for the G Line

• 320 survey responses

• 78% of respondents like the 
G Line project

• 71% of respondents will use 
the G Line when it opens
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Draft Corridor Plan feedback

• Majority of survey respondents: 

– Use Metro Transit at least a few times 
a week or every day (60 percent) 

– Have home ZIP code within corridor 
(65 percent)

– Identify as white alone (66 percent)

– Have lower than average household 
incomes (77 percent under $100k)

• 36 percent identify as having a 
disability
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Engagement themes

• Feedback about all station and 
platform locations along the G 
Line corridor

• High interest in several specific 
station and platform locations 

• Requests to change or extend 
the planned G Line alignment

• Interest in pedestrian and 
traffic safety in the corridor
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Revisions from Draft Corridor 
Plan
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Additional analysis 
and response to 
feedback

• Stations with additional analysis but no 
recommended changes:

– Rice & Como (within Rice Street Capitol Area Redesign project)

– Cesar Chavez & State

– Robert & Butler

• Stations with recommended changes:
– Rice & Cook (within Rice Street Visioning project)

– Rice & Fuller (within Rice Street Capitol Area Redesign project)

– Robert & Isabel (within Robert Street South project)

– Robert & Sidney (within Robert Street South project)

– Robert & Annapolis (within Robert Street South project)



Cesar Chavez & State
• During engagement, heard 

business owner feedback 
about southbound platform  

– Cited public safety and the loss 
of 3-4 parking spaces

• Evaluated alternative 
southbound platform 
locations with City of St. Paul 

– Pedestrian crossing

– Design feasibility

– Potential replacement of 
parking spaces

• Staff recommends retaining 
nearside platform location 
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Alternative 1

Recommended 
platform 
location

Alternative 2



Robert & Butler
• During engagement, heard 

business owner feedback about 
northbound platform 

– Cited platform maintenance and reducing 
traffic crashes

• Evaluated alternative 
northbound platform locations 
with agency partners 

– Pedestrian crossing

– Design feasibility

– Design options to limit impact to 
business

• Staff recommends retaining 
farside platform location
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Alternative 1

Alternative 2

Recommended 
platform 
location



Robert & Sidney
• The proposed station location in 

Draft Corridor Plan was at Robert & 
Curtice

• The Recommended Corridor Plan 
proposes station at Robert & Sidney 

• This station is within MnDOT’s 
Robert St South reconstruction 
project 

• MnDOT is exploring changes to 
Robert St:

– Removal of the traffic signal on 
Curtice St

– Improved pedestrian crossing at 
Sidney St

– Closure of the driveway in SW corner 
of intersection 
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Draft Corridor Plan
proposed platform 

location

Draft Corridor Plan
proposed platform 

location

Recommended 
platform 
locationRecommended 

platform 
location



Recommended Corridor Plan public engagement 

• Council action to release plan starts 30-day 
public engagement period

• Public comment period: September 25 – 
October 25
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Proposed action 2024-193

• Authorize release of the METRO G Line 
Recommended Corridor Plan for public 
review and comment

• Direct staff to collect public comments 
through Friday, October 25, summarize 
comments, and report the findings to 
the Metropolitan Council
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