METRO G Line - Authorization to Release Recommended

Corridor Plan for Public Comment
Business Item 2024-193 | September 9, 2024

Laura Greteman, Planner, Arterial BRT
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* Authorize release of the METRO G Line S

@)= METRO G Line (Bus Rapid Transit) Rice & Larpenteur

Recommended Corridor Plan for public oo

Rice & Arlington

Green Line (Light Rail)

review and comment

Gold Line (Bus Rapid Transit) Rice & Cook

@ Purple Line (Bus Rapid Transit) Rice & Front

B and H lines (Bus Rapid Transit) Rice & Atwater

LPURPLE

Rice & Como

* Direct staff to collect public comments
through Friday, October 25, summarize _‘”I
comments, and report the findings to | “
the Metropolitan Council /\

9% ) 4
/ \'\‘Q.\%

\ J1th St
& Cedar

oy Robert & Fillmore
Robert & Plato

Robert & Isabel
Cesar Chavez & State

Robert & Sidney

Robert & Annapolis

Robert & Butler
Robert & Moreland

Robert & Thompson
Robert & Wentworth
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2 Northern Service Center Robert & Mendota




METRO G Line
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* The METRO G Line will be an
important link in the growing
METRO network

* Fast, frequent, all-day service
in an 11.5-mile corridor from
Little Canada to West St. Paul

Geen Ue
Hopkins, »»
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* The G Line will upgrade Routes '
. l\
62 and 68 to become the main ;
]
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transit service in the Rice P A4
Street/Robert Street corridor Nverilbar 2073
\ \
Current METRO network Planned METRO network
— A Line m——  Green Line = = = Planned BRT Gold Line = = = Green Line Extension
— C Line Orange Line ~ ****** Additional candidates for === Pyrple Line === Blue
BRT between 2030 and 2040 Project under study; route and stations Projec and stz
s D Line = Red Line subject to change. subjec

Blue Line




Little Canada

o M E T R o Rice & Little Canada Rd in Transit Station @

G Line project phasing

Rice & County Rd B
Subject to change

e G Line construction will be coordinated <
with planned street projects, including
MnDOT’s Robert Street South Rethingon §  Comsaruction

Downtown 5t. Paul detail - Phase 1 Construction 2026-2027

reconstruction project in 2027-2028 a2

Rice & Maryland

Rice & Cook
Rice & Front

& Ced.

Rice & Atwater

* Plan to construct and open the G Line
project in two phases

— Phase 1 will include the north half of the
corridor, including downtown St. Paul

Rice & Como
Rice & University I 12th St & Cedar
Robert & 10th St
Robert & 5th/6th St
Robert & Kellogg

== Rice &Fuller

/
11th St & Cedar

s Robert &Fillmore
Robert & Plato

— Phase 2 will extend from downtown St. Paul A—
to the Dakota County Northern Service Center ot s §

Robert & Annapolis

Phase 2

* The G Line Recommended Corridor Plan Consiicion | LS
identifies station locations for both phases
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Robert & Thompson I =

Robert & Wentworth
Robert & Marie
Dakota County Ot Robert &
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Planned project schedule

Planning phase

‘ We are here

4

Draft Corridor

Recommended Final Corridor

. . Plan: . . . N
' G L.|rTe Early.prOJ'ect Comment Corridor Plan: Plan Engineering: Construction:
identified: coordination: eriod Comment approved: Fall 2024—- 2026-2028
March 2021 2022-2023 Sspt 55 period Winter 2025

Nov. 6, 2023 Fall 2024 2024/2025

>
Looking for community input
to select station locations
< — > —
Community
engagement

@ METRO




What is included in the
Corridor Plan?

* Proposed station locations

* Proposed platform locations within the
station intersection

* Information about how proposed
locations were determined

* Other planning considerations
— Project coordination with agency partners

— Bus priority treatments

— Supporting local bus service

EA BRT Platform

BRT Platform




Draft Corridor Plan engagement strategies

* Engagement along the corridor
— Door knocked over 170 station neighbors
— Over 400 interactions at 15 community events
— 87 signs posted at Route 62 and Route 68 bus stops

— 32,804 postcards sent to residents, businesses, and
property owners

* Virtual engagement and communications

— 919 G Line project subscribers received updates

— 58,969 Go To card users received email
communications

— 1 virtual open house

Bus rapid transit service coming
to Rice St. and Robert St.

COMMENT BY NOV. 6

metrotransit.org/g-line-project

Txojkev Rice Street thiab Robert Street yuav
uaj cov npav khiav ceev. Thob ghia seb nej xavli
cas ua ntej 11HIi tim 6.
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Strong support for the G Line

e 320 su rvey responses | like the G Line project

* 78% of respondents like the

G Line project

® Strongly agree = Agree ® Neither agree nor disagree © Disagree = Strongly disagree

* 71% of respondents will use
the G Line when it opens | will use the G Line when it opens

B Strongly agree = Agree ® Neither agree nor disagree = Disagree = Strongly disagree

; @ METRO




Draft Corridor Plan feedback

Race, ethnicity and/or origin

* Majority of survey respondents:

— Use Metro Transit at least a few times 66% 12% 7% 1%
a week or every day (60 percent)
B White M Hispanic, LatinX, or Latino
— Have home ZIP code within corridor W Prefer not to answer m Black, African, or African American
(65 percent) Asian or Asian American
— ldentify as white alone (66 percent)
— Have lower than average household Household income in 2022

incomes (77 percent under $100k)

* 36 percent identify as having a
dlSGbIllty M Less than $30,000 ™ S$30,000-549,999 ® $50,000-579,999

m $80,000-599,999 $100,000-$149,999  $150,000 or more

: @ METRO




Engagement themes

. Top Themes from Written Survey Responses
* Feedback about all station and

platform locations along the G e errerermioceten
Line corridor Alignment and termin
pedestrian safety and access
* High interest in several specific N
station and platform locations
Local service
* Requests to change or extend Stotion spacing
the planned G Line alignment safety and security
6

Bus-only lanes

* Interest in pedestrian and
traffic safety in the corridor

10 @ METRO




Revisions from Draft Corridor
Plan

Stations with additional analysis but no
recommended changes:

Rice & Como (within Rice Street Capitol Area Redesign project)

— Cesar Chavez & State

Robert & Butler

Stations with recommended changes:

11

Rice & Cook (within Rice Street Visioning project)

Rice & Fuller (within Rice Street Capitol Area Redesign project)
Robert & Isabel (within Robert Street South project)

Robert & Sidney (within Robert Street South project)

Robert & Annapolis (within Robert Street South project)

@ METRO

June 2024

Q Additional analysis
and response to
feedback

Rice &Little Canada Rd

Rice & County Rd C

Rice & County Rd B2

Rice & County Rd B

Rice & McCarron-Roselawn

Rice & Larpenteur

Rice &Arlington

()

Little Canada
£° Transit Station

—
35E

Rice & Maryland{
Rice & Cool
Rice & Front

Rice & Atwater

Rice & Com
Rice:&University:
== Rice &Fuller

Downtown St. Paul detail

12th St
& Cedar

Mth St
& Cedar

Kellogg

Norther

Robert & Plato

Robert & Isabel
Cesar Chavez & Stat

Robert & Sidney

Robert & Annapolis

Robert & Butle
Robert & Moreland

Robert & Thompson I
Robert & Wentworth

Robert & Marie O

Dakota County
n Service Center O™ Robert & Mendota



Cesar Chavez & State

* During engagement, heard
business owner feedback
about southbound platform

— Cited public safety and the loss
of 3-4 parking spaces

* Evaluated alternative
southbound platform 9.
locations with City of St. Paul stPaul LR RN platform

T location

— Pedestrian crossing

— Design feasibility

— Potential replacement of
parking spaces

e Staff recommends retaining
nearside platform location

12




Robert & Butler

* During engagement, heard
business owner feedback about
northbound platform

— Cited platform maintenance and reducing
traffic crashes

* Evaluated alternative
northbound platform locations
with agency partners

— Pedestrian crossing

— Design feasibility

— Design options to limit impact to
business

* Staff recommends retaining
farside platform location
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Robert & Sidney

The proposed station location in
Draft Corridor Plan was at Robert &
Curtice

The Recommended Corridor Plan
proposes station at Robert & Sidney

This station is within MnDOT’s
Robert St South reconstruction
project

MnDOT is exploring changes to
Robert St:

— Removal of the traffic signal on
Curtice St

— Improved pedestrian crossing at
Sidney St

— Closure of the driveway in SW corner
of intersection

14
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Recommended Corridor Plan public engagement

|
myl |

* Council action to release plan starts 30-day
public engagement period

* Public comment period: September 25 -
October 25




@ METRO

Rice & Little Canada Rd

Rice & County Rd C

Little Canada
Transit Station

0

June 2024

Proposed action 2024-193

Rice & County Rd B2
Rice & County Rd B

Rice & McCarron-Roselawn

e Authorize release of the METRO G Line
Recommended Corridor Plan for public
review and comment

@O® METRO G Line (Bus Rapid Transit) Rice & Larpenteur

Current METRO line | . ot
Rice & Arlington

Green Line (Light Rail)

Planned METRO lines Rice'& Maryland
Gold Line (Bus Rapid Transit) Rice & Cook
@ Purple Line (Bus Rapid Transit) Rice & Front

B and H lines (Bus Rapid Transit) Rice & Atwater

PURPLE

* Direct staff to collect public comments
through Friday, October 25, summarize
comments, and report the findings to
the Metropolitan Council
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Rice'&University
== Rice &Fuller
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