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Priority Waters List
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What is the Priority Waters List?

A tool to help Council leaders and staff effectively distribute resources and make 

decisions. 



3

Why Do We Need to Prioritize?

• We have over 950 lakes and hundreds of miles of rivers and streams.

• Future Council initiatives may ask which waters to:

– Target for monitoring and assessment?

– Offer technical assistance on?

– Target grants to?

– Protect during construction projects?

– Focus education around?

We need priorities for plan-making and plan implementation
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• Used to set monitoring and assessment 

priorities. 

• Lakes prioritized based on:

– High regional recreational value

– Water supply provider

– Good water quality

– Wildlife significance

Current Priority Lakes List
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Goals of the New Priority Waters List

• Build on successes of the existing Priority Lakes List.

• Add priority rivers and streams.

• Be used for resource (grant and system investment) decisions.

• Be a key lens for policies and activities included in the 2050 Water Resources 

Policy Plan.

• Offer insights to other organizations as they prioritize projects and spend their 

valued resources.
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Prioritization Approach
The Priority Waters List is those waters the Council has determined to be 

regionally significant based on their uses and benefits. 

Method: Quantitative assessment using regional scale datasets.
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Scoring Categories
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Result: Priority Waters List

• Waters qualify based on top overall and/or category scores

• Separate lakes list and rivers and streams list
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Project Status

• Preliminary draft list was finalized in early November.

– Internal review completed in November.

• External outreach to local and regional partners in January.
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The Ask

• Receive email requesting feedback in January

– Review the website and draft list

– Provide feedback through the form on the site

– Forward the information on to others
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Questions?

Emily Resseger

Environmental Analyst

emily.resseger@metc.state.mn.us

651-602-1033

mailto:emily.resseger@metc.state.mn.us

