
 

CAPTAIN’S: Breakout Sessions 
 
4:00 PM – 5:00 PM 
STRATEGIC HOUSING PLANS 
MODERATOR – LISA BARAJAS 
 
Tara Beard, AICP, Metropolitan Council  
Tara Beard, AICP has both a BA in Architecture and a Master of Urban and Regional Planning 
from the University of Minnesota. She has held several planning and community and economic 
development positions at the cities of Minneapolis and Hopkins, as well as Hennepin County. 
She is currently a Housing Policy Analyst at the Metropolitan Council. 

Paul Mandell, Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board 
Paul has been a Principal Planner at Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board (CAAPB) for 
the 28 years. He has also served as the Executive Secretary of CAAPB since 2014. Paul is a 
member of Inver Grove Heights Planning Commission for the past seven years and the Inver 
Grove Heights Housing Committee since 2009. He is also on the School Board for twelve years, 
and a member of MICAH since mid-90s. 

Scott Neal, City of Edina  
Scott is the City Manager in the City of Edina since 2010. He has been a local government chief 
executive officer for over 28 years. During his career, he has served as the City Administrator 
or City Manager in many Cities, most recently in Eden Prairie and Northfield before coming to 
Edina. He earned his Bachelors of Economics and Masters of Public Administration from Iowa 
State University.  

 

  


