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Blue Line Extension
Community Open Houses

November 2016
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Today’s Topics
• Welcome
• Project Overview
• Station Design
• Stay Involved
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Project Description
• 11 new LRT stations

• 13 miles of double track

• 27,000 est. rides by 2040

• Serving Brooklyn Park, 
Crystal, Robbinsdale, 
Golden Valley & 
Minneapolis

• Provides one seat Blue 
Line ride to MSP Airport 
and Mall of America

• Connections to METRO 
Green Line, Northstar and 
bus services
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Project Timeline

• Project Development2014-2016

• Environmental/Municipal Consent2016

• Engineering2017

• Full Funding Grant Agreement2018

• Heavy Construction2018-2020

• Passenger Operations2021
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Station Design Public Engagement
• Purpose:
 Educate community about station 

design evolution

 Receive feedback/ideas about station 
design concepts:
o Did we miss anything?

o Are we on the right track?

o What did you like/didn’t like?
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Stations

Platform

Site

Area

3 Components

½ MILE
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2014/2015: Station Area Planning

Image provided by Hennepin County
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Station Site
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Station Site Elements
• Station
• Pedestrian access
• Bike facilities
• Wayfinding
• Landscape
• Stormwater
• Bus facilities
• Passenger drop-off
• Park-and-ride
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LRT Station Overview
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LRT Stations
• LRT stations provide 

access to the light rail 
system

• LRT stations provide 
form in terms of 
shelters, and function in 
terms of ticket vending 
machines, heaters, train 
information

• LRT stations and access 
are owned/maintained 
by Metro Transit

Green Line: Prospect Park Station
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Platform Design

LRT Vehicles

Canopy Above

LRT Doors

Platform Access Ramp
(Both Ends)
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Station Design
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Station Design Framework
• Respond to lessons learned
• Provide safe and accessible facilities
• Enhance customer experience
• Develop design consistency
 Customer wayfinding
 Constructability / cost
 Maintenance

• Respond to character & context of each site
• Incorporate Section 106 / Secretary of Interior 

standards
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Sect. 106: Historic Properties Interpretation
• Requires Federal agencies to take into account the 

effects of their “undertakings” on historic properties

• Osseo Branch Line/Great Northern Railway Historic 
District (BNSF corridor) and the Grand Rounds 
Historic District (Theodore Wirth Segment) contain 
stations will include interpretive elements:
 63rd Ave (Osseo Branch)
 Bass Lake Rd (Osseo Branch)
 Robbinsdale (Osseo Branch)
 Golden Valley Rd (Osseo Branch & Grand Rounds)
 Plymouth Ave (Osseo Branch & Grand Rounds)
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What are Interpretive Elements?
• Interpretation is a 

communication 
process for the 
public to discover 
the meaning and 
significance 
associated with 
historic 
resources; it tells 
a story
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Station Platform Design

LRT Vehicles

Canopy Above

LRT Doors

Platform Access Ramp
(Both Ends)
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Station Platform Design

LRT Vehicles

Platform

Information
Kiosk

Pole with Lights 
+ Message Sign

Ticket Vending + Trash/Recycling

Bench

Windscreen/Shelter

Rider Alert Message Sign + 
Smart Card Validator

Access Ramp 
(Both Ends)
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Station Design Framework
• BPO areas of variability to create identity for each 

station through use of color, materials, massing
• Metro Transit encourages partnerships with 

stakeholders & community members to facilitate 
addition of artwork along BLRT corridor
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Draft: Work in Process

Opportunities for Variability
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How Context and Character
Informs Design: Example
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Stadium Village 
Station

Stadium Village Station Rendering

Stadium Village Station Today
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Target Field 
Station

Target Field Station Rendering

Target Field Station Today
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Draft: Work in Process

Opportunities for Variability
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Brainstorming Questions:
• Think about the station site now……
 How do you feel about it now?

 How do you want to feel about it in the future?

 Tell us what you think are key features?

 What elements would you like to see strengthened?

 What elements would you like to see minimized/no longer 
exist?
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Van White Boulevard Station
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Aerial View of Van White Blvd Station Site
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Van White Blvd Station Context & Character Words
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Station Plan Concept

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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View from Olson Memorial Highway looking Northeast

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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View from platform entry looking West

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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Penn Avenue Station
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Aerial View of Penn Ave Station Site
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Penn Avenue Station Context & Character Words
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Station Plan Concept

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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View from Olson Memorial Highway looking West

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS



42

View from platform entry looking East

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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Plymouth Avenue Station
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Aerial View of Plymouth Ave Station 
Site
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Plymouth Avenue Station Context & Character Words
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Station Plan Concept

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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View on Plymouth Ave bridge looking North at LRT 
station entrance – stairs and elevator

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS



48

View looking South from walkway access

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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View looking East from trail access

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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Golden Valley Road Station
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Aerial View of Golden Valley Rd Station Site
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Golden Valley Rd Station Context & Character Words
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Station Plan Concept

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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View looking West at LRT station entrance – stairs and 
elevator

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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View looking West from walkway

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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View of LRT station looking North

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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Robbinsdale Station
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Aerial View of Robbinsdale Station Site
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Robbinsdale Station Context & Character Words
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Station Plan Concept

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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View from Railroad Ave looking West

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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View from Hubbard Ave looking West

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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View of transit center and station looking North

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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Bass Lake Road Station
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Aerial View of Bass Lake Rd Station Site
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Bass Lake Road Station Context & Character Words
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Station Plan Concept

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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View from Bass Lake Rd looking South

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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View of station looking Northwest from Park 
and Ride

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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63rd Avenue Station
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Aerial View of 63rd Ave Station Site



72

63rd Avenue Station Context & Character Words
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Station Plan Concept

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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Birdseye view of 63rd Ave Station

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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View of plaza at park and ride entry

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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View of pedestrian overpass from LRT platform

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS



77

Brooklyn Boulevard Station
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Aerial View of Brooklyn Blvd Station Site
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Brooklyn Blvd Station Context & Character Words
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Station Plan Concept

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS

Note: The streetscape design for West Broadway Ave. is being developed in coordination with the Visioning Team with input from the City, County, and 
Community. Improvements shown on the station site plan do not imply that the LRT Project will provide them. Final determination of funding sources 
for the streetscape features is yet to be determined.



81

View from West Broadway Ave looking 
Northwest

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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View from platform entry looking North

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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85th Avenue Station
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Aerial View of 85th Ave Station Site
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85th Avenue Station Context & Character Words
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Station Plan Concept

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS

Note: The streetscape design for West Broadway Ave. is being developed in coordination with the Visioning Team with input from the City, County, and 
Community. Improvements shown on the station site plan do not imply that the LRT Project will provide them. Final determination of funding sources 
for the streetscape features is yet to be determined.
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View from West Broadway Ave looking 
Southeast

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS



88

View from platform entry looking North

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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93rd Avenue Station
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Aerial View of 93rd Ave Station Site
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93rd Avenue Station Context & Character Words
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Station Plan Concept

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS

Note: The streetscape design for West Broadway Ave. is being developed in coordination with the Visioning Team with input from the City, County, and 
Community. Improvements shown on the station site plan do not imply that the LRT Project will provide them. Final determination of funding sources 
for the streetscape features is yet to be determined.
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View from West Broadway Ave looking 
Southeast

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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View from platform entry looking North

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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Oak Grove Parkway Station
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Aerial View of Oak Grove Pkwy Station Site
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Oak Grove Pkwy Station Context & Character Words
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Station Plan Concept

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS

Note: The streetscape design for West Broadway Ave. is being developed in coordination with the Visioning Team with input from the City, County, and 
Community. Improvements shown on the station site plan do not imply that the LRT Project will provide them. Final determination of funding sources 
for the streetscape features is yet to be determined.
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Birdseye view of Oak Grove Pkwy Station
DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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View from sidewalk to LRT platform & ramp

DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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View from ramp to LRT platform with TOD
DRAFT – WORK IN PROGRESS
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Station Design: Stay Involved!
• Receive input from project 

partners, Community and 
Business Advisory Committees 
and Corridor Management 
Committees

• Share station design concepts at 
Community Open Houses:
 Nov 9 – 17

• Presentation materials, station 
design boards and comment form 
posted on project website: 
BlueLineExt.org
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Next Steps
• Oct - Nov: Receive community/project partner input 

on 30% station design concepts
• Dec - Jan: Review input received
• Feb: Finalize 60% station design
• Spring/Summer: Community updates
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More Information

Website: BlueLineExt.org
Email: BlueLineExt@metrotransit.org 
Twitter: @BlueLineExt
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