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Today’s Topics

• Call to Order & Welcome

• Approval of December 19 Meeting Summary

• Community and Business Advisory Committee Reports

• Anti-Displacement Community Prosperity Program 

Board Update

• Environmental Update 

• Design Update

• Schedule Update 
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Approval of December 19
Meeting Summary

The public can submit written comments to BLE Outreach (nkongo.cigolo@metrotransit.org) 
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Community and Business 
Advisory Committees Report
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Anti-Displacement Community 
Prosperity Program Board Update
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Environmental Update
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Environmental Update.

• Continuing development of Supplemental Final EIS

• Monitoring Federal policy updates and seeking direction from FTA

• Coordinating with project partners to ensure project success for community

• Section 4(f) steps to proceed in Spring 2025 
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Design Update
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60% Design Plans
• Building on Municipal Consent and 

30% plan reviews and Comments

• Package for each City and Lowry 

Station Area

• 12 Volumes of plans per segment:

▪ Typical Sections

▪ Roadway

▪ Track

▪ Bridge

▪ Walls

▪ Utilities

▪ Drainage

▪ Urban Design

▪ Traffic

▪ Lighting

▪ Stations

▪ Cross Sections
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60% Design Plans.

• Typical plan sheet

• Significantly more information 

and detail than 30% roll plots

• Plan sheet view windows match 

in each volume 

• Volume and sheet format will 

carry through to final design

• Roll plots will be developed for 

public meetings
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60% Design Release
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60% Design Review and Next Steps

• Plans delivered to project partners on a staggered schedule

• Reviewing partners will have 45 days to review and comment

• Continue to regularly meet with partner Design Resolution Teams (DRT)

• Prepare Scope and Budget based on 60% plans

• Advance plans to 90% scheduled to be complete early 2026
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Lowry Avenue Station Design
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Continued Design Coordination

• From Municipal Consent and SDEIS processes, the project received comments 
on the Preliminary Design plans 

▪ Minneapolis Park + Recreation Board expressed concerns about the at-grade crossing of 
the parkway and impacts to park property

▪ North Memorial Hospital expressed concerns about vehicle access to the hospital due to the 
gate at Lowry/Oakdale Avenue

▪ City of Minneapolis echoed concerns shared by Minneapolis Park + Recreation Board and 
North Memorial and asked for a review the station design 

▪ City of Robbinsdale echoed concerns shared by North Memorial Hospital

▪ Community expressed concerns with the gated crossings, hospital access, and impacts to 
parkway continuity
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Continued Design Coordination.

• A stakeholder workgroup was formed to continue evaluation of the 

Municipal Consent design and alternative design options

• Stakeholder workgroup includes

▪ Minneapolis Park + Recreation Board, North Memorial Hospital, City of 

Minneapolis, City of Robbinsdale, Hennepin County, Metro Transit

• Through the design review, 9 options were evaluated
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Continued Design Coordination..

• In the last 6 months

▪ 4 stakeholder workgroup design workshops 

▪ 9 station design options evaluated 

▪ 2 public open houses with 90+ attendees 

▪ Online survey
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Public Engagement Summary

Option H: mixed opinions on parkway 

not connecting to Lowry Ave

Most discussed options:

▪ Option A – at grade station/LRT 

crossing parkway/Lowry

▪ Option H – at grade station/No 

crossing parkway/Lowry

Overall Concerns:

▪ Gates at parkway and Lowry

▪ Construction disturbance, 

duration, noise and vibration

▪ Maintaining parkland

▪ Safety and security

▪ Traffic impacts on CR 81
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Lowry Avenue Station Design Options



19

Objectives Identified by Workgroup

• Provide transit service to park 

patrons

• Improve transit access to hospital

• Increase transit service to the 

adjacent neighborhoods

• Provide station that integrates into 

the surrounding park environment
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9 Lowry Ave Station Options
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Evaluation Matrix
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Option A – Municipal Consent Design
• At-grade station and 

crossings

• Gates at both roadway 

crossings

• Moderate impacts to 

new bridges over 

Lowry

• Visible and accessible 

to the community

N
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Option A – Municipal Consent Design.
• Designed to work with 

existing infrastructure

• Creates new and more 

usable park space

• Opportunity to modify 

EMS response route 

and timing

• Currently Identified in 

SDEIS 
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Option A – looking north up parkway



25

Option H – At-grade station-no crossings
• At-grade station

• No at-grade or gated 

crossings of parkway + trail 

or Lowry Ave

• Removes and reconstructs 2 

bridges, adds 2 new bridges, 

modifies 1 existing bridge

• Creates new and more 

usable park space 



26

Option H – At-grade station-no crossings.
• Parkway and trail travel under 

Lowry Ave, West Broadway Ave, 

and LRT Tracks

• Lowry/W Broadway intersection 

on bridge over LRT

• Adds at least one year to 

construction for Lowry Ave 

Station

• Increases cost by $50 M
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Option H – looking north toward LRT
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Option H – looking west from shifted parkway
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Option H – looking west from station
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Option H – looking northeast at station
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Option HOption A



32

Next Steps
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Next Steps.

•Station design direction

• Project Decision Board (Met Council + Hennepin County policy makers)          

           on Feb 19 - gives design direction

• Future engagement with stakeholders and public 

•Continue Section 4(f) concurrence and Section 106 consultation

•Explore potential mitigations
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Schedule Update
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2025 Schedule
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Stay connected

• Engagement email:

• BLEoutreach@metrotransit.org 

• BlueLineExt.org

• For the latest project updates and to 

sign up for our newsletter

• Connect with staff for your questions or 

schedule a presentation

• Follow us:

• Twitter: @BlueLineExt

• Facebook: MetroBlueLineExtension

mailto:bleoutreach@metrotransit.org
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