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Blue Line Extension 
Municipal Consent 

Public Hearing
August 26, 2024
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Today’s Topics

•Project Overview

•Municipal Consent

•Design Plans 



3

Project Overview
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• 13.4 miles & 12 new stations 

• Connecting Minneapolis, Robbinsdale, 
Crystal, Brooklyn Park and surrounding 
communities to fast, frequent, all-day 
service across the METRO system

• Single seat ride to existing Blue Line 
stops downtown, MSP Airport and Mall 
of America 

• Focus on building community prosperity 
through anti-displacement strategies 
before, during, and after construction

Next steps
• Supplemental Draft Environmental 

Impact Statement: Spring 2024

• Municipal Consent process to 
confirm final route: Summer 2024

• Updated 60% cost estimate: Fall 
2024

• Final Design: 2024-2025

• Construction starts: 2026-2027

• Anticipated opening: 2030

EXTENSION
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2024 Schedule
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Municipal Consent
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What is Municipal Consent?
• State process that requires local 

approval of physical design 
components (Minnesota Statutes Sec. 
473.3994)

• Acknowledgment (consent) that the 
represented concept plan is consistent 
with the design coordination that has 
occurred to date

• One step in the design process, not 
the end of the process

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/473.3994#:%7E:text=Failure%20to%20approve%20or%20disapprove%20the%20changed%20plans%20in%20writing,town%20and%20the%20responsible%20authority.
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/473.3994#:%7E:text=Failure%20to%20approve%20or%20disapprove%20the%20changed%20plans%20in%20writing,town%20and%20the%20responsible%20authority.
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Municipal Consent Outcomes

The municipal consent period is expected to be from Aug to October 2024

Vote
What it means

Outcome

Approve
The plans are consistent with 

the coordination that has 
occurred to-date

Consent

No Action
Approval vote by default

Consent 

Disapprove
City/County must provide 
specific plan amendments 
required to gain consent

Plan amendments, followed by 
Consent

• Hennepin County and each city along the line vote to approve preliminary design plans 
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Design before and after Municipal Consent

Route 
Modification

Concept 
Design

Route 
Approval

Municipal 
Consent

Preliminary & 
Final Design

Aug 2020 - April 
2023

Sept 2023 Oct 2023 - March 
2024

Aug - Oct 2024

Route study, 
engagement and 

adoption 

CMC Resolution 
on the preferred 

route

30% design 
development of 
route alignment 

Cities and 
County vote to 

approve 
alignment design 

Final design 
development 

2024 - 2025



10

Preliminary Design Plans
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Preliminary Design Plan Example
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How to Read the Plans
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View the Plans
• Here tonight

• On the project website: 
BlueLineExt.org

• Complete sets located at:
 Minneapolis Central Library

 MnDOT Transportation Library

 Blue Line Extension Project Office

 Metropolitan Council Library

 MN Legislative Library

 North Regional Library

 Brookdale Library 

• City specific sets available at: 
 Brooklyn Park: City Hall and Library

 Crystal: City Hall and Rockford Road 
Library

 Robbinsdale: City Hall and Rockford 
Road Library

 Minneapolis: City Hall, North Regional 
Library and Minneapolis Park and 
Recreation Board 
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Public Testimony
• Public verbal testimonies will take place following this presentation.

• Your name will be called in order. When you are called to the microphone please 
state your name, address, and who you represent if applicable (i.e., business).

• Please speak slowly and clearly. The court reporter will record your testimony.

• Please limit your testimony to comments and/or opinions regarding the 
proposed project aspects for which this public hearing is being held.

• To allow everyone a chance to speak, please limit your testimony to 
approximately 3 minutes.



15

How to Submit Comments
• Verbally here tonight
• Written to your city contact:

Hennepin County:

Shahin Khazrajafari, METRO Blue 
Line Extension
Deputy Project Director
6465 Wayzata Blvd., Suite 600
St. Louis Park, MN 55426
BLE.Comments@hennepin.us

City of Brooklyn Park:
Marc Culver, City Engineer
5200 85th Ave. N., Brooklyn Park 
blueline@brooklynpark.org

City of Crystal:
John Sutter, Community 
Development Director
4141 Douglas Dr. N., Crystal, MN 
55422
john.sutter@crystalmn.gov

City of Robbinsdale:
Tim Sandvik, City Manager
4100 Lakeview Ave. N., 
Robbinsdale, MN 55422
TSandvik@robbinsdalemn.gov

City of Minneapolis:
Menno Schukking, Transportation 
Planner
505 4th Ave. S., Room 410, 
Minneapolis,
MN 55415
bluelinecomment@minneapolismn
.gov

Metropolitan Council:
Nkongo Cigolo, Manager of Public 
Involvement
6465 Wayzata Blvd., Suite 600,
St. Louis Park, MN 55426
Nkongo.Cigolo@metrotransit.org

mailto:BLE.Comments@hennepin.us
mailto:blueline@brooklynpark.org
mailto:john.sutter@crystalmn.gov
mailto:TSandvik@robbinsdalemn.gov
mailto:bluelinecomment@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:bluelinecomment@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:Nkongo.Cigolo@metrotransit.org
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Stay connected
• BlueLineExt.org

• For the latest project updates and to 
sign up for our newsletter

• Connect with staff for your questions or 
schedule a presentation

• Follow us:

• Twitter: @BlueLineExt

• Facebook: MetroBlueLineExtension
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