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‘By acting now we will assuredly make
mistakes. But if we don't act now, I'm afraid

we will not have even the opportumm ﬂ
make the mistakes a little later." = | f:'t_il

- FDR first 100 days.

1. Minneapolis Streetcar Parade, Downtown Mlnneapolls MN (1 954)

T T P O

\X/E VE BEN HERE BEFORE.

At the turn of the last century, trains and trolleys were an integral part of the industrial revolution,
ushering in the modern age. The rapid movement of people, goods and services spurs economic
growth, socio-economic vitality with expanded regional and cultural connections. Minneapolis is
not new to world class public transportation. Our Streetcar system connected the Twin Cities
metropolitan area well before the development of the freeway system and expansion of
individual vehicles. From Woodbury to Medicine Lake people could get almost anywhere riding

the rails provided by the people. Fast forward 100 years, and we are again faced with the
challenge - and the opportunity - to move people, goods and services in response to the growing
population and opportunities across the region.

f2. Metro Transit, BLE

This time, with the lightning speed of light rail technology and intentional design, the Light Rail
Blue Line Extension will center North Minneapolis as a major artery, connecting residents to the
southwestern and northwestern parts of our region. This also means moving more people across
greater distances in less time to the people, places and opportunities that matter.
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WHERE ARE WE NOW? y

WHAT IS MUNICIPAL CONSENT?

B State process that requires local approval of physical
design components (Minnesota Statutes Sec. 473.3994) ¢

# Minnesota Legislature

B Acknowledgment (consent) that the represented

that has occurred to date

B One step in the design process, not the end of the ;ﬁmmnesota Statutes

process
WE ARE HERE
2024 SCHEDULE
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Environmental ‘_.Pub"snsnﬂs G )
Supplemental Environmental
Impact Statement & 4(f) - — - -
Evaluaton
30% Design 30% Design Review Design Coordination 60% Design
Design :
Met Council & Henn Co =
Cost & Ridership Ridership/Cost Data 30% Cost Est. & Ridership Updates 60% Cost Est.

Anti-Displacement

Public Engagement

Draft CAP

Engage on Draft CAP Publish CAP 1.0

Consult and Involve

OAK GROVE
G METRO BARKYAY Lo S
93RD 610 West Broadiway Rozscway Updares
: Yl NEXT STEPS
Blue Line L e
AVENUE
EXTENSION ; B Supplemental Draft
B 134 miles & 12 new stations BOULEVARD ¢ E?;/tlgct?:g:ﬁ'nst?) lr:rr:;psg;4
B Connecting Minneapolis, T L P
Robbinsdale, Crystal, Brooklyn 63RD AVENUE * roceslz bl
Park and surrounding o P =
communities to fast, frequent, BASSLAKE route: summer 2024
all-day service across the : ROAD foq
f Updated 60% cost
METRO system T e @ estimate: Fall 2024
W Single seat ride to existing o) SR AN : _
Blue Line stops downtown, ROBBINSDALE (F:maltDesign, e
MSPAWport and Mall of i MINNEAPOLIS SIELISE oS el
America LOWRY AVENUE 2026-2027
' PENN AVENUE 'AVENUE s :
B Focus on building community Agtlglpated opening:
prosperity through anti-dis- S HAKESE pLMOUT 203
placement strategies before, B N

during, and after construction
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WHAT PROVISIONS WOULD NORTHSIDE TRANSIT USERS LIKE TO SEE?

HOMEOWNERS

2

Homeowners want to be sure they will receive financialand
additional resource support in the event of displacement.

B They welcome infrastructure improvements but want to

know what provisions will be made to maintain access
to/from their homes

Added transit stops create more access, great solution to
growing traffic congestion

ELDERS

Elders would like accessible parking near station
Can shuttles be available to grocery stores? parking?
They would like the trains to be ADA accessible

They would like to see acknowledgment of addiction,
resources for homelessness and addicts

A place to wash hands, public restrooms

Close proximity to healthcare, grocery, post office, busi-
nesses, senior housing, jobs

BUSINESS OWNERS

Business owners along the corridor want to be consulted,
included in decision-making process

They would like support mitigating disruption of business
i.e. shuttle service during construction for employees
and customers, and temporary parking solutions

They want to know what concrete anti-displacement
resources are available to them

They welcome the prospect of increased business, new
customers once BLE is completed

They like the vitality that would come with TOD and
added amenities, resources

Opportunities to launch business and training programs
around BLE

DreamNORTH

Some renters are concerned about lack of communication
from absentee/out-of-state landlords not sharing BLE
information with them

They want to know what support will be available to them
for displacement

They welcome added transit options
Want to learn about BLE job opportunities
They would like opportunities to explore homeownership

They appreciate the added transit options, especially
those without a driver's license or car

Would like Wi-Fi access

The opportunity to connect to job opportunities in other
parts of the city, county

The opportunity to connect with friends and family,
recreation

They want to explore job or business opportunities
around BLE

DISABILITY COMMUNITY

Access - Ramps, elevators

Verbal commands - independence
Payment accessibility - free?!

Language options

Maps more legible, textured, for everyone
Color ques to stops

Language translation for info

Same benefits as teens and elderly

Northside..It's OUR time!




THE NORTHSIDE STORY

!
i

Trail of Trauma: A;Hns;:ory of. System,n: L e ‘

f—'Frauma and Chronic Disinvestment
i

fi West Bl'qadway (19&)

ek I T g

) FPTLIEER P
Uniquely positioned just northwest of the Federal Reserve Bank; one of the wor1i 'S |mportant economic assets,
North Minneapolis has been penalized, experiencing chronic disinvestment since the late 1960s. Once a thriv-
ing predominantly Jewish community - thanks to loosening anti-semitic covenants prevalent at the time -
Plymouth Avenue and West Broadway were once bustling thoroughfares with businesses and trades. Rem-
nants of that era are evident in the grand homes in Highland Park and Theodore Wirth neighborhoods.

WHAT HAPPENED?

The 1960s were already a turbulent time.
Minneapolis, like many cities at the height
of the civil rights movement, was also
experiencing racial tensions. A new gener-
ation emerging from the quiet respectabili-
ty of racism and white supremacy of the
1050s, were rebelling against the social
order and policies of the time. Low wages,
lack of employment or housing opportuni-
ties, heightened tensions. Issues further
exacerbated by rank police violence
= against the community. \

. - " ™
CRImNATmN&bOLk;E,vm).ENCE | %9 & :&3\ - ~m\

thjustifie Jurders of unarmed communlty member: by the Mlnneapohs Pollce Depart ent have
[ ‘neratlons of mistrust between public institutions and the African American commuity.in icidlar.
eful night of July 10th, 1967 was the spark that'set the Northside ablaze. Reports of 2 young Black girls
beaten by Minneapolis police during the Aquatennial parade in downtown Minneapolis, sparked protests, riots
and looting down Plymouth Avenue. Ongoing racial tensions, the assassination of U.S Attorney General, Robert
F. Kennedy, in quick succession to the assassination of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, led to a second wave of
‘white flight', with many fleeing to nearby Golden Valley and St. Louis Park. The lack of cooperation and coordi-
nation by officials to provide safety and security further sealed the fate of the Northside, closing it off from the
rest of the city..from the rest of the world. '2

The feeling within the community after the riots confirmed the feeling of despair, the feeling of being hunted, and
the feeling of being dehumanized all over a $20 bill.

EMPLOYMENT & ECONOMIC DISPARITIES

The lingering effects of the past, collided with the stagnant economy of the 1980s. Many financially stable com-
munity members left for the northwestern suburbs. Since 1998, the Northside has continued to hemorrhage
over 7,000 jobs and 150 businesses causing unemployment, blight, increased crime and violence.

e
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HOUSlNG |NEQU|T|ESZ o <3

The modest gains, and any upward mobility or wealth achieved on the Northside (or by African Americans), was
swiftly erased. In 2007 and 2008, the community suffered another blow as the housing bubble not only burst for
many new homeowners, many suffered a malicious scheme that extorted homes from community members.
African American Women - particularly seniors, retirees and widows - were impacted the most.

1.2011 Tornado, North Minneapolis

In 2011 a tornado ripped through a portion of North Minneapolis, claiming the lives of 2 community members,
causing tens of millions of dollars in damages. The scars and effects are still visible on many homes, businesses
- and people - throughout the area.

2 Neritighscheel — EDUCATION DISPARITIES

‘ » -*ﬁi—-ﬂ”‘_ -
N ﬂ HT n g During that period, plans were announced to close the oldest high schoolin
H HIGH scH E North Minneapolis North High school. Student enrollment decreased to 68

students for a school designed for over 1,200 students.

_ IMPORTANT MEET]

According to a report by the Northside Achievement Zone (NAZ), North
Minneapolis families chose to have their children attend over 50 different
schools beyond the borders of North Minneapolis. Current enrollment in
Minneapolis Public Schools is 29,000 - a 17% decline over the past 5 years.
Approximately 19,000 students have left for charter schools and open
enrollment in other districts. Trust and faith in Minneapolis Public Schools
3 : has yet to be restored within the community.

HISTORYREPEATSITSELF =

Just over 50 years later, the simmering tensions between MPD and the community
were reignited. In 2020, the murder of George Floyd set off three nlghts of civil
unrest throughout the Twin Cities - lncludmg the Northside. Many millions more in T
damages. The community’s lack of trust in the Minneapolis Police Department now ‘
widened to a chasm. The onset of the COVID-19 pandemic the same year only
further exacerbated conditions on the Northside.

3. Geaorge Floyd Memorial

WHEN IS IT GOING TO BE OUR TURN?
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FROM PAIN
TO POWEF

In spite of that shared painful history, a
diverse group of community mem-
bers - from youth to sassy seniors -
gathered at the University of Minneso-
ta Urban Research Outreach Center in
North Minneapolis to DREAM. Vulner-
able - slightly apprehensive - yet
inspired, over the course of 3 weeks
and 4 sessions to DREAM - Develop
Recommendations Empower Action &
Mobilize. They envisioned how our
communities could thrive with the
catalytic investment brought by the
Blue Line Extension light rail project
(BLE). These individuals shared 480 of
their hopes, dreams, fears and
concerns about large infrastructure
projects that have historically disrupt-
ed or even destroyed low-income and
communities of color. Understanding
the stakes, they offered over 480 com-
munity building ideas and collectively
voiced strong support for the Blue
Line Extension in this comprehensive
report filled with actionable recom-
mendations.

Rather than being driven by fear and
adversity, participants designed with
JOY as the driving force.

=

“Northside is overdue for its GLOW UP!”

"Hennepin County Board Chair, Irene Fernando™

DreamNORTH
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£l Mlnneapolls Skyline

NORTHSIDE ATA GLANCE....WHO IS THE NORTHSIDE’

If North Minneapolis was a city unto itself, it would be one of the top 10 cities in the state of Minnesota by
population.

Sitting on the banks of the Mississippi River to the east, a world renowned golf course to the west, (the City
of Brooklyn Center to the north), and the gateway to downtown Minneapolis to the south, North Minneapo-
lis is, and has always been, primed and positioned to be part of the economic engine that powers our city.

The Northside - as affectionately called by longtime residents - is a community whose moment has come.
The opportunity to be centered in one of the greatest, once in a lifetime public investments our region has
seen in decades, is remarkable. It represents an opportunity to right the wrongs of the past while charting
pathways to growth and prosperity into the future.

The DREAM process authentically engages stakeholders. Anchored in community voice, we curate the
DREAMS and goals of the community, understand and mediate any pain points, and collaborate with poli-
cymakers and stakeholders to implement solutions. DREAMNorth is a blueprint for the Northside - by the
community, with community.

e 1 i A

3. Minneapolis Skyline f4. Minneapolis Skyline
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WHAT DO NORTHSIDERS WANT?

Northsiders want

Gvgﬁgwa[k Sa what YOU want. They

want to live, work and

239, & ‘anlage’ Bodegas EREREEND

= = 'g o< Q safe and accessible

(o) community with tran-

e aé 8% ’azz caf‘e Coffee sit options that con-

g’* S0 =~ Cafes nect them to more of

P OEC =~ ~ sit-down restaurant o ity e

= Xt historical markers ¢ § Northsiders are_in

;o g = TRADE SCHOOL 8 P (2 development  with

> 57 parking (; - LR iy oo and

(- — the ability to sustain

= ICE CREAM w m O : 2 daily business opera-

— SHOP mg b = tions. They want con-

S . CD crete solutions and a
5 E £ Cannibis spa * & olitions a

£ Finances thelr government not

0} mTheraplsts Q‘Nﬂl‘thSIde Mall to harm or displace

| .

O w ﬁ@ financial literacy center ©  [EESSSEG

= o Thg Uncle's @ Real Estate Center % love to access ameni-

® @ arage connect to Ground Round = ties, entertainment

n N = and lifestyle options

Unhoused Resource Center SPOKEN CLUBS Q in their owh commus-

o ities. Th ted

CREATIVE SPACES insurance agencies5l o  [iyriitiageitenrs

s Lid Pro;ect Sweetie Pie Emporium 3 21 Edll orctered, consu

2 2 C ed and extended the

: Z Cigar candy store : 25 e

—_— evelop, build an

§ HOTELS GAMING CENTER o ® own solutions in their
= S. ities. Ab

5 7 Beale Street 9o karting 5.2 communities Bheye

Movement Center Northside vibe.
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PLACEMAKING |

In addition to the many foundational families on the Northside -
including many U.S. born African Descendants of Slaves, Europe-
an and Indigenous Americans - many New Americans : African,
Asian-Pacific Islander and Latino families call the Northside
home. The importance of place and belonging cannot be over-

stated. Whether by forced migration and displacement due to political conditions, or by choice, in
search of an improved quality of life, planting and maintaining strong roots, with the opportunity to
infuse their history and culture as part of the vibrant tapestry that is the Northside, is essential.

Those who've lived through the racial segregation, race-based violence, discrimination and displace-
ment - only to live through it again in 2020 - are especially vigilant and triggered. Understandably so.
For those reasons and more, it's important to get it right. Northsiders deserve to experience JOY!

29

The benefits of the
project can sprout a
new view coming from
a cloud of trauma so
many of us have
experienced without
any remedy to make
things right. It allows
people who may not
feel they are able to
move to other parts of
the city the ability to
do so and get to work,
school, medical
appointments and
other family members.

Mino Leon

Realtor, 3rd Generation
Puerto Rican whose family
relocated to the Northside

aftera Hurricane in 1038

DreamNORTH

CULTURE

The hallmarks of culture making are food and gathering places. DREAM
session participants expressed an overwhelming desire for vibrant
cultural spaces to gather, enjoy savory global cuisine and listen to live
music. Public spaces designed around active lifestyles, communal
spaces, with transportation options that promote ‘15 minute villages'
where commuters can hop on/hop off, visiting various retail shops,
restaurants and access basic needs are favored.

We were particularly impressed by the mindfulness that emerged from
participating youth leaders. In addition to fun games, sports and enter-
tainment options, they also lifted up the need for resources for the
unhoused, affordable wellness options for the uninsured/underin-
sured, financial education and educational institutions to learn job
skills, wealth creation and homeownership.

ART & HISTORY
MEETS
TECHNOLOGY

Bourbon (New Orleans) and Beale (Memphis) Streets
emerged as a vision for West Broadway in particular. Resi-
dents would love to have Northside's main street reflect the
sights, scents and sounds of those historic places, marked by
high energy and an eclectic vibe - but uniquely Northside. The
vibrant walkable neighborhoods of Chicago, such as Hyde
Park, Wicker Park, were also mentioned. Northsiders want to
live, work and play in beautiful surroundings! A desire for more
art installations and beautification elements were also
expressed. Historical preservation is also key. Having historic
markers in key locations, having those highlighted in overhead
announcements as the train nears those stops. Amuseum that
celebrates the Minneapolis Sound and its iconic creators..

Northside..It's OUR time!




ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

Economic prosperity is

paramount to self-deter-

mination and long-term

community stabilization.

DREAM participants are ‘ 2
particularly interested in JEE T MIXED DEVELOPMENT:
various business and : - /5. \WORKFORCE HOUSING & RETAIL
development models that -
ensure individual and

community ownership of

the land, properties and

potential development on

the Northside. Various

business models and

industries were highlight-

ed spanning health & well-

ness, dining & entertain-

ment, games & sports,

grocers and big box retail-

ers, as well as a strong

desire for smaller individu-

al unique boutiques. Food

production - including

farm-to-table options -

product manufacturing,

technology and other

industries were named. A

‘Northside Mall', open-air : :

marketplaces and other Y SHARED GREEN SPCE
market/bazaar models -

were named.

, , GO KARTING

Manufacturing
ensures long-term
sustainability.
Without it, a thriving : ;
SUSTAINABLE
community is just a URBAN FARMING
dream e, i)

Michael Chaney
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OPEN AIR
GATHERING SPACE
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MANIIFACTIIRING
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gell (2011)

pgl.f1. https://collection.mndigital.org/catalog/msn:272

pgl.f2. https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=676349437200723&set=a.144187590416913

pg2. f1. https://mynorthnews.org/stories/2023/8/3/landmarks-of-my-childhood

pgé. f1.  https://www.cura.umn.edu/sites/cura.umn.edu/files/styles/folwell_half/public/2020-07/e450_r12.jpg?itok=OUY9wM7

pg6. f2. https://i.ytimg.com/vi/vdoJQ51nXNA/maxresdefault.jpg

pgé. 1.  https://www.mprnews.org/story/2017/07/19/minneapolis-plymouth-avenue-riots-anniversary

pg6. 2.  https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/news/deja-vu-for-me-all-over-again-july-19-marks-anniversary-of-1967-unrest-in-north-minneapolis/
pg7.f1. https://www.foxnews.com/us/deadly-tornado-hits-minneapolis

pg7.f2. https://img.apmcdn.org/6b50befe500f5d6339531828e9601ae4bdf6d037/uncropped/f9de87-20070417-northhigh.jpg

pg7. f3. https://news.uchicago.edu/sites/default/files/styles/full_width/public/images/2021-05/george_floyd_memorial_at_cup_foods.jpg?itok=TXPCX6IQ
pg8. f1-6. All Images courtesy of Anika Robbins, DreamNORTH

pg9. f1. https://images.fineartamerica.com/images/artworkimages/mediumlarge/3/minneapolis-skyline-from-boom-island-park-josh-hild.jpg

pg9. f2. https://images.fineartamerica.com/images/artworkimages/mediumlarge/1/w-broadway-street-minneapolis-mn-roy-c-owens.jpg

pg9. f3. Photo courtesy of Anika Robbins, DreamNORTH

pg9. f4. https://storage.googleapis.com/cdn.mplsart.com/file_container/RmIsZUNvbnRha

pg21. f1. https://mynorthnews.org/stories/2023/8/3/landmarks-of-my-childhood
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The DREAM Report was produced by:

g FR!ENDS

for the DREAM TEAM on behalf of

=0

loneMN.nrgr'
[‘\.

www.onemn.org
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