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City of Minneapolis Open House 
July 29, 2015 
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Blue Line Extension Overview 
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METRO System 
• Green Line Extension 
 (Southwest LRT) 

 
• Blue Line Extension  

(Bottineau LRT) 
 

• Orange Line 
 (I-35 W South Bus 

Rapid Transit) 
 

• Red Line Expansion  
(Cedar Avenue BRT) 
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Project Description 
• 10 or 11 new LRT stations 

• 13 miles of double track 

• 27,000 est. rides by 2030 

• Serving Brooklyn Park, Crystal, 
Robbinsdale, Golden Valley & 
Minneapolis 

• Provides one seat Blue Line ride 
to MSP Airport and Mall of 
America 

• Connections to METRO Green 
Line, Northstar and bus services 
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Project Timeline 

• Project Development 2014-2016 

• Environmental/Municipal Consent 2016 

• Engineering 2017 

• Full Funding Grant Agreement 2018 

• Heavy Construction 2018-20 

• Passenger Operations 2021 
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What We Heard at the Minneapolis/Golden 
Valley Open House on June 3: 
• Prioritize people; put pedestrians first 
• Pedestrian safety is necessary in crossing to stations 
• Support strategies that promote economic 

development and stabilization of North Minneapolis 
• Better transit with more predictable service 
• No good connection from downtown Minneapolis to 

bike paths at Theo Wirth Park and out to Golden 
Valley 

• Segment from I-94 to Theo Wirth Parkway is car 
only; this needs to change 
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Technical 
Issues 

 
Tonight’s Topics 
• Olson Mem. Hwy 
• Station Layouts 
• City of Minneapolis 

Small Area Planning 
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Target Field Station SWLRT and BLRT 
Connection 
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Target Field Station Connection Viewed 
Through 7th St Intersection 
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7th  St and Olson Memorial Highway 
Intersection 
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TH 55/Olson Memorial Highway:  
Key Issues 

 
 

 

 
 

• Designated principal arterial 
• Posted 40 MPH speed limit 
• 3 lanes eastbound and westbound (6 total) 
• Reliever route for I-394 
• Existing lanes are 12’-17’ 
• Alignment is continuous and straight 
• Pedestrian crossings are in poor condition 
• No bicycle facilities 
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TH 55/Olson Memorial Highway 
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TH 55/Olson Memorial Highway 
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TH 55/Olson Memorial Highway 
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TH 55/Olson Memorial Highway 
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TH 55/Olson Memorial Highway 



17 

TH 55/Olson Memorial Highway 
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TH 55/Olson Memorial Highway 
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TH 55/Olson Memorial Highway 
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Van White Blvd and Penn Ave Stations 
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TH 55/Olson Memorial Highway 
Recommendations 
• Advance design for 6-lane principal arterial 
• Center running LRT 
• 11’ boulevards 
• 6’ sidewalk on south side 
• Accommodate for 12’ cycle track and 6’ sidewalk on 

north side 
• Continue design coordination with MnDOT, 

Hennepin County and Minneapolis 
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Community Outreach Coordinator 
• Sophia Ginis 
§  Serves Minneapolis 
§  E-mail: Sophia.Ginis@metrotransit.org 
§  Phone: 612-373-3895 

 
• What to expect: 
§ Available to answer questions and relay feedback to 

design and environmental teams 
§ Regular contact regarding process and project progress 
§ Transparency 
 

•  Two-way communications: 
§ Call or email with questions, ideas and concerns 
§ Share ideas about stakeholders we should meet 
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More Information 

Website: BlueLineExt.org 
Email: BlueLineExt@metrotransit.org  
Twitter: @BlueLineExt 
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