ROUTES FOR CONSIDERATION

These routes provide opportunities to deliver a light rail project that maximizes community benetits
and connects people to jobs, education, healthcare and other key destinations.

nree unique areas in the corridor for the Blue Line Extension have been identitied (shown on map).

ne routes shown represent the best apparent options to extend the METRO Blue Line Extension
based on previous community input, technical considerations and past project work.
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The project goal is to identify a single community-supported route by
the end of 2021.
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POTENTIAL STATION STUDY AREAS

FOR THE ROUTE OPTIONS
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BOTTINEAU BLVD (COUNTY ROAD 81)

TRAFFIC OPERATIONS

The Blue Line Extension project would reduce the number of vehicle travel lanes on
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NOTE: Proposed trees and other landscape material omitted for visual clarity.
These elements will be added as the design progresses.

METRO BLUE LINE EXTENSION

Bottineau Blvd (County Road 81) in Crystal from six lanes to four lanes in order to accommodate the tracks.

How would this impact traffic operations on
Bottineau Blvd (County Road 81)?

Based on traffic modeling completed for this project, reducing
Bottineau Blvd (County Road 81) to four travel lanes, two in each
direction, and adding LRT would not result in substantial additional
traffic congestion or delays.

Why are we proposing reducing travel lanes on Bottineau
Blvd (County Road 81)?

o To make room for the lightrail guideway without widening the
overall width of the public right-of-way

e To balance the many transportation needs and modes along
the corridor

e To support city, county, and state sustainability goals to lower
greenhouse gas emissions and reduce vehicle miles traveled



STATION STUDY AREAS

CRYSTAL & ROBBINSDALE

A potential station study area is a location where the project is
considering a station for the light rail.
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Q@ BOTTINEAU BLVD (COUNTY ROAD 81)
NEAR THE CRYSTAL AIRPORT, CRYSTAL

EXISTING

This is a visualization of a section of Bottineau Blvd (County Road 81)
in Crystal as it exists today.

Brooklyn Park

Brooklyn Center
CR 81 at Crystal Airport

Minneapolis

Robbinsdale

DRAFT: CONCEPT IN DEVELOPMENT

CONCEPT

This visualization represents how light rail could fit in Crystal along Bottineau Blvd
(County Road 81). This picture uses the typical width of the roadway at this location.
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Q BOTTINEAU BLVD (COUNTY ROAD 81)
SOUTH OF BASS LAKE ROAD, CRYSTAL

EXISTING

This is a visualization of a section of Bottineau Blvd (County Road 81) in Crystal as it
exists today.
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CR 81S. of Bass Lake Rd
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CONCEPT

This visualization represents how light rail could fit in Crystal along Bottineau Blvd
(County Road 81). This picture uses the typical width of the roadway at this location.

MAINTAINS EXISTING . ..
CURB LINE -

Emte iy ooty e
iy e T T T T i T S O S T R ML e A T e, TR, T

NOTEProposed trees andotherlandscapematerlal omlttedforwsualclarlty e SR ST S L S L T R S R A S RS L T e T L R
These elements will be added as the design progresses. DRAFT: CONCE PT I N DEVE LOPM E NT

JULY 2021
METRO BLUE LINE LRT EXTENSION ‘ ﬁ

METROPOLITAN
C O U N C I L




Q BOTTINEAU BLVD (COUNTY ROAD 81)
AT 48TH AVE, CRYSTAL

EXISTING

This is a visualization of a section of Bottineau Blvd (County Road 81) in Crystal as it
exists today.
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Brooklyn Center

Crysta ' CR 81 at 48th Ave

Minneapolis
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DRAFT: CONCEPT IN DEVELOPMENT

CONCEPT

This visualization represents how light rail could fit in Crystal along Bottineau Blvd
(County Road 81). This picture uses the typical width of the roadway at this location.
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BASS LAKE ROAD STATION: CONCEPT

These visualizations show a vehicle overpass at Bass Lake Road with an at-grade station.

Looking south along Bottineau Blvd

Looking eastbound on Bass Lake
Road toward the light rail
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Safe pedestrian access to the

station is a priority and will be
designed with further input

from the public. ‘
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