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(Opening statenents off the record.)

THE COM SSIONER: | have a list of
peopl e who have signed up, and the first person on
the list is Barry Schade. Wl cone.

BARRY SCHADE: Thank you, M. Chairman.
My nane is Barry Schade. | live at 256 Sheridan
Avenue South. And |I'mhere as a representative for
the Bryn Maw Nei ghborhood Association. W wanted
to show up today and | et you know that the Bryn Maw
Nei ghbor hood Associ ati on supports the DEIS revi ew of
the locally preferred alternative, and we support
the finding that it is the environnentally preferred
alternative. And that would include, especially in
our interest, the Penn station and the relocation of
the freight rail out of the Kenilworth corridor.

We're not particularly naive in ignoring

there are sone potentially negative inpacts on Bryn
Mawr, for exanple, the possible | oss of connectivity
i n the nei ghborhood, as we have yet another possibly
divisive thing like 394 that split the nei ghborhood
years ago. And also we're aware of the possible
| oss of our easy unconventional access to the biking
and wal king trails by wal king across the railroad
tracks and going directly onto the trails.

However, we think that these negative

612-339-0545 * Paradigm Reporting & Captioning * 800-545-9668 #67543

www.paradigmreporting.com




Public Testimony, 11/13/2012 Page: 5

© 00 N o o A W DN P

N D DD DD PR, R, R, R R
o A W N P O © 0 N OO 0o A W N P+, O

| npacts are significantly offset by benefits that
cone fromthe project. And there are five things |
woul d i ke to highlight.

First of all, the station itself would give
us better access and connectivity to the light rail
and to the regional transportation system That, of
course, is paranount. Secondly, the station at Penn
woul d give us access to trails that we coul d
ot herwi se | ose by construction of the light rail and
the construction of fences along the light rail.

Thirdly, we think the station at Penn woul d
of fer devel opnental potential, as was identified in
t he Capstone report that was prepared for the
nei ghbor hood by the Hunphrey School of Public
Affairs. And we see that beyond the nei ghborhood
that the station also offers an opportunity for the
near north side to connect wwth the |light rai
system and al so -- would al so provide an inportant
gateway to the parks and trails in M nneapolis.

O course, there are couple of mnor things
we m ght want to grunbl e about and probably w |
submt those in witing, but we mainly wanted to
show up today and express our strong support for the
DEI S docunent and its environnental eval uation and

to thank you for the opportunity to appear before

612-339-0545 * Paradigm Reporting & Captioning * 800-545-9668 #67543

www.paradigmreporting.com




Public Testimony, 11/13/2012 Page: 6

© 00 N o o A W DN P

N D DD DD PR, R, R, R R
o A W N P O © 0 N OO 0o A W N P+, O

you t oday.

THE COW SSI ONER: Thank you very nuch.
Next is Tim Hayes. After that it wll be Bob
Sal men, just to get yourself ready.

TI M HAYES: Thank you, Chairman. M
nane is TimHayes. And |I'mwth LBP Mechanical, 315
Royal st on Avenue. The inpact study shows a | ack of
under st andi ng of the current conditions of the
busi ness operations on Royal ston Avenue. W're
going to be negatively inpacted by the alignnent of
the platformand on the routing of the rail |ine.
These busi nesses require unfetterred access from
Royal ston, and this wll be inpacted by the current
| ayout .

The long-termeffects of the businesses on
these sites need to be a priority as we go forward
with this study. The DEIS anticipates |and use
changes with no plan for the inplenentation. The
proposed LRT could have the inpact of dislocating or
rel ocati ng the busi nesses, and this needs to be
devel oped.

Wil e the environnental inpact study
acknow edges | and use change is projected in the
future, the existing businesses finding new

| ocations, there's no plan as to howthis wll
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happen and when. The mtigation nust be identified
to ensure that the existing businesses will be able
to continue to operate.

We depend on street parking, and this wl
be elimnated with the current proposed routing.
Further study of the traffic patterns and
i dentification of nmeasures to ensure that these
busi nesses will continue to operate and have access
need to be a priority during the prelimnary
engi neering study. The proposed | ocation of the
Royal ston station should al so be reeval uated. The
proposed | ocation wll severely inpact the Royal ston
area busi nesses.

The busi nesses on Royal ston Avenue are
primarily industrial in nature and enpl oy over 200
peopl e currently. And there's nothing in the study
t hat acknowl edges these busi nesses or the
contribution to the |Iocal econony. Thank you.

THE COW SSI ONER: Thank you very nuch.
Next is Bob Sal nen, and then Duane Peterson after
t hat .

BOB SALMEN. Thank you. Appreciate it.
| wll first second pretty nuch everything that Tim
had stated. | have the two properties that are just

to the west of him 501 Royal ston and 415 Royal st on.
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My nane, just to reiterate, is Bob Sal nen, and ny
address is 501 Royal ston Avenue. | ama -- we
manage, |ease, and own the two industrial properties
at that |location. They are nmulti-tenant. And we
feel that we would be negatively inpacted for the
foll ow ng reasons.

First of all, it will be a | ogistical
ni ght mare. Because, as Timstated, heavy truck
traffic is in and out of our property on a daily
basis. That wll be severely restricted both during
the construction period and post construction wth
the rail and inactivity. So that's devastating to
some of our tenants who need the access,
accessibility, and the circulation that currently is
in the location, which will be blocked from
Royal st on Avenue.

There's al so sone discussion that Royal ston
Avenue may be converted to a route that goes al ong
Border Avenue. And | just want to comment that if
t hat does happen, that affects us probably even nore
negatively for pretty nmuch the sane reasons. But
that would totally elimnate all of our truck access
and traffic access, which is all through the west
si de of our property -- or properties.

Secondly, the construction disruption wl|l

612-339-0545 * Paradigm Reporting & Captioning * 800-545-9668 #67543

www.paradigmreporting.com




Public Testimony, 11/13/2012 Page: 9

© 00 N o o A W DN P

N D DD DD PR, R, R, R R
o A W N P O © 0 N OO 0o A W N P+, O

have a negative inpact on our businesses. And our
busi nesses are three- to five-year tenancies. And

I nstead of a conpany comng into a construction zone
for that period, they will probably either elimnate
It or our revenues and revenues of those businesses
woul d be anticipated to be very restricted. \Wether
or not that's the case, tinme wll tell.

Taking the central corridor into account, it
woul d probably align nore with our fears that
there's going to be a disruption that w |
negati vely inpact the businesses that are in there,
or in our case, the businesses that we cannot bring
Into the property because of that.

The light rail itself for the type of
busi nesses that we operate in that nei ghborhood is
probably going to have little inpact, even though
there are 200, probably 250 soon, enpl oyees. Most
of themdrive cars, and for the near future nost of
t hose users probably will continue to. So even
t hough there are many benefits to the light rail,
the inpact in the ridership to this particul ar area
on Royal ston is probably very limted.

THE COWM SSI ONER:  Your three m nutes
Is up, if you could wap up.
BOB SALMEN. One | ast thing, another

612-339-0545 * Paradigm Reporting & Captioning * 800-545-9668 #67543

www.paradigmreporting.com




Public Testimony, 11/13/2012 Page: 10

© 00 N o o A W DN P

N D DD DD PR, R, R, R R
o A W N P O © 0 N OO 0o A W N P+, O

bi g concern that we have is the station being put in
in front of Stark Electronics on this street wll
then require either an underground project or an
over-the-bridge project to get the train fromthat
station to the interchange itself. And we have seen
not hing to show us what that's going to be like. So
we're very nervous that we're going to get cut off
fromdowntown by a large either concrete structure
or bridge-type structure. So thank you very nuch
for your tine,

THE COW SSI ONER: Thank you very nuch.
Duane Peterson is next, and then Art Hi gi nbot ham
Wel cone, M. Peterson.

DUANE PETERSON. Yes. M nane is Duane
Peterson. The address is 401 Royal ston Avenue
North, M nneapolis, Mnnesota. The organization
woul d be Stark Electronics, which is our business.
| m going to tal k about the access of -- the inpact
Is going to have on the Royal ston Avenue wth our
busi ness. The LPA has a negative inpact on access
to the busi nesses al ong Royal ston Avenue.

The busi nesses al ong Royal ston Avenue are

I ndustrial in nature and require unfettered access
to the conduct of their businesses. Further study

of the traffic patterns and identification of
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measures to ensure these businesses continue to have
access should be prioritized during the primry
engi neeri ng, the engi neering being done now.

The busi nesses on Royal ston Avenue are
I ndustrial and require direct and frequent access
wth cars, trucks, and sems. W have enpl oyees
going in and out. The site contains only one access
on Royal ston Avenue. And the priority of the early
P and E should be identifying alternate access to
t hese busi nesses.

Further study of Border Avenue route as an
alternative to Royalston is necessary to see if
there is an alternative that has | ess inpact on the
Royal st on busi nesses. |If Holden Street is closed,
the train alignnment as it exists, the rail trench on
its way to the Royal ston station, the loss of this
connection nmust be mgrated by the project opening
Bor der Avenue t hrough one bl ock through a private
property through G enwood Avenue. It is critical to
mai ntain or inprove vehicle circulation in this area
for existing businesses, future devel opnent, traffic
circul ation, and pedestri an access.

| f the Hol den Avenue becones a dead end,
turnaround capability will be required provided that

the public right of way and not on private property.
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Al i gnnent al ong Royal ston Avenue right of way
centered west side and east side should be eval uated
| ooki ng at affects of adjacent businesses way to
keepi ng two-way traffic circul ation.

The proposal |ocated at Royal ston station
shoul d be reevaluated. The proposal |ocation wll
certainly negatively inpact the Royal ston Avenue
busi nesses.

The LPA will have a negative inpact of
busi nesses al ong Royal ston Avenue. Again, | think I
already said this, they're nostly industrial, but
iIt's going to be over 200 and sone jobs going to be
| npacted. |If we have to nove, these jobs could be
done, gone. It should be a priority to study the
I npact of the LPA on these businesses with the
pl anned devel opnent to ensure that jobs are
preserved wwthin the city of Mnneapolis. That's
all | have to say.

THE COW SSI ONER: Thank you very nuch.

DUANE PETERSON: Thank you.

THE COWMM SSI ONER: Art Hi gi nbot ham and
then Scott Barriball. M. Higinbotham welcone.

ART H G NBOTHAM  Good afternoon. Art
Hi gi nbot ham 3431 St. Louis Avenue, M nneapolis.

|"'m going to wear the cap of the representative for
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the West Lake Street station on the Sout hwest LRT,
and ny coments will be directed to section 8.0 of
the DEI'S, the financial analysis.

In that section there's a table which shows
the expenditure for trackage and gui de of
$218, 000, 000. That nunber was based on advanced
conceptual engineering. Wen | addressed the
question of what advanced conceptual engineering
nmeans, Mark Fuhrman, who is the project director,
replied, 1 percent of the engineering costs. In
ot her words, it's a guess.

The problemis that if any of you have seen
the video, a virtual ride fromEden Prairie to
Target Field, and Target Field is not really the
destination nost of these riders are going to be
going to, it includes an overpass at 494, an
overpass at H ghway 212, an overpass at the
crosstown, a 3,000 foot bridge over the M nnehaha
Creek water shed in M nnetonka, a grade separation
at H ghway 169, grade separation at Cedar Lake
Par kway, grade separation at the Burlington Northern
tracks downtown, and over North 7th Street.

It seens incredible that all this can be
done for $218, 000, 000. Secondly, around the West

Lake Street station there's no provision for
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1 | nproved access to the proposed West Lake Street

2 station. The arteries West Lake Street and

3 Excel si or Boul evard al ready carry 39, 000 vehicles

4 per day. And a recent study has shown that they are
5 at saturation today. If we bring in nore commuters
6 to that station, either comng in from Uptown or

7 fromLinden Hlls or Edina, we're going to have

8 | virtual traffic jans on the railroads.

9 Furthernore, there is very little parking
10 access. There is a deficiency of spaces today for
11 the two maj or business centers, Cal houn Commobns and
12 Cal houn Village. And there is no funds in the
13 proposal to rectify those shortages. Thank you very
14 much for you tine.

15 THE COW SSI ONER: Thank you very nuch.
16 Scott Barriball, and Craig Wstgate on deck.

17 M. Barriball, welcone.

18 SCOIT BARRI BALL: Yes, thank you.

19 Hello, ny nane is Scott Barriball. | amat 200 East
20 Lyndal e Avenue, which is commonly known as the
21 Farnmers Market Annex. |'ve been at that site for 28
22 years. |'ve made over a half-mllion dollars of
23 i nprovenents. | just recently conpleted a $250, 000
24 renovation in the back, which I now call the urban
25 garden. | was rezoned froman | zone to a C2 about
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a year ago. W've been working closely with the

M nnesota Twins. And we're developing our facility
now for weddi ngs, tailgating, charitable operations,
and corporate events.

The Farnmers Market Annex is a mx of small
farnmers, food vendors, and individual entrepreneurs.
We have al nost 150 snall businesses. | enploy 15
full- and part-tine people. The building that I own
and occupy has two tenants; the Sunrise Early
Learning Center, which is a mnority owned and
operated day care; and the Wecker Services, which
rents 10,000 square feet and has been a tenant of
m ne for the past 28 years.

Currently the plan calls for their storage
area to be taken. So | am poised | guess to |ose ny
| ong-tinme tenant which generates over $60, 000 of
rent a year. | understand from sone of the things
that |'ve heard and | ooking at the plan that ny new
urban garden area nmay need to be cut into. Wuldn't
be a great deal for me. M business and the
M nneapolis farnmers market across the street is
totally dependent on access and parking, w thout
that we're pretty nuch out of business.

|"mreally concerned about the construction,

the staging of the equipnent, the parking, and the
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congestion | feel wll hurt ny business. The good
side of it is we're only open Saturday and Sunday
fromMay 1 until the end of Cctober. So if there
can be sone thought put into naybe, you know,
| i ghteni ng that up on the weekends so we could
operate as free fromthe construction process as
possi bl e.

| al so have heard runblings that the
Royal ston may turn into the border argunent. |
don't know where that's comng from But that would
be a catastrophic effect on both the farners narket
and ny business. There is just sinply no way we can
| ose that parking. And the construction, the two
year, two and a half year process, it would just
absolutely ruin a | ot of people's businesses.
That's all | have to say. Thank you very nuch.

THE COWM SSI ONER: Thank you for you
time, sir. Craig Westgate, and on deck Ryan
Edstrom M. Westgate, wel cone.

CRAI G WESTGATE: Thank you. Craig
Westgate. M address is 3523 St. Paul Avenue in
M nneapolis. But tonight |I'm speaking as the
chairman of CIDNA. |'m here on behalf of Cl DNA.
Qur transportation commttee has done a wonderf ul

job of preparing a witten response for the Decenber
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11 deadline. Wth that said, we have nany concerns.
|"mjust going to point out a couple.

The first one we believe is the noise.
The -- we believe that the inpact of the noise |evel
and noi se incident frequency has not been properly
assessed and wll have a nmajor inpact on the peace
and tranquility for the residents and the users of
the Kenilworth corridor and users of the G and
Rounds Nati onal Scenic Hi ghway. The flyover bridge
at Cedar Lake Parkway is just unacceptable. To
gquote an area resident, it's sonething that
Mussol i ni woul d be proud of.

We believe that this is -- we believe that
this is the reason that we have in place the
Shorel and Overlay District restrictions, so that
devel opers, both private and public, cannot just
build what they want. Not only is the bridge too
tall, it does not fit in with the neighborhood. It
IS a nonstrosity.

We believe that we need a grade separation
at Cedar Lake Parkway. Wth trains every three
m nutes, that intersection is sinply and cannot
handl e the cars and trains at the street level. W
bel i eve that sone sort of a better solution of grade

separation of LRT underpass, whether it be a tunnel,
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cut and cover, we believe that the noise and the
visibility issue should not be overl ooked going
forward. Thank you very nuch.
THE COW SSI ONER:  Thank you very nuch.
Ryan Edstrom and Peter Ri ckneyer is next.
RYAN EDSTROM  Good evening. M nane

Is Ryan Edstrom Thanks for the opportunity to
speak tonight. M address is 2824 Yosem te Avenue,
St. Louis Park, Mnnesota. |'mrepresenting nyself.
| think |I could probably speak for others in ny
nei ghbor hood. Just to kind of give you an idea
where we live, we are at H ghway 100 and M nnet onka
Boul evard. Just west of that area near what would
be called the LRT 3A LPA option, the freight rail
reroute, within two bl ocks of that freight rail
reroute.

| cane tonight to speak specifically to goal
nunber four of the DEIS, which is preserve and
protect the quality of life in the study area and
region. And specifically | wanted to speak to
noi se, safety, air quality, and property val ue.

Let's start with noise. Wth the freight
rail reroute there's a planned ranp that woul d be
runni ng al ong H ghway 7 that would get the trains

across H ghway 7 and t hrough our nei ghborhood. And
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for those trains to get up that new proposed ranp,
t hey would have to be running full throttle. |
don't know if that has been studied in this

envi ronnental inpact study. So that woul d
definitely affect the residents in that area.

Further with noise, the trains are going to
be bigger. So currently there's two trains running
there every day, about ten cars each enpty. Wth a
full train, a full coal train or an ethanol train,

t he noi se would be significantly nore. The trains
are just heavier and | onger.

Moving on to safety. Wth the increase in
trains, | think there's just an inherent risk of
sonet hi ng bad happening in that area, not just
because there's added trains, but because of the
configuration of the track in that area. There's up
to three blind corners in that neighborhood. So the
engi neers would not be able to see through those
corners, making that particular route a |lot nore
dangerous than the LRT 3A coal |ocation route.

And then air quality, this kind of goes
along with the noise. |If those trains are runbling
up that grade at full throttle, there's definitely
going to be a |l ot nore diesel snoke, and | think

t hat goes agai nst preserving the quality and
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protecting the quality of life that's in this study
ar ea.

And the last thing here | think is property
value. 1've heard that freight rail reroutes cause
property value inpacts from3 to 12 percent. And
t here's about 200 houses in our nei ghborhood that
that would directly inpact. | think | can probably
close with that. Thank you for your tine tonight.

THE COWM SSI ONER:  Thank you. |Is there
a second list? That would be good. Next speaker is
Peter Ri ckneyer, and then Joshua Houdek is next.
Thank you. Wlcone to the commttee.

PETER RI CKMEYER: Thank you. Peter
Ri cknmeyer, 2118 - 25th Avenue North, M nneapolis.
First, the Bryn Mawr nei ghborhood is a
wel | -respect ed nei ghbor hood organi zation within the
city of Mnneapolis. And |I'maware that the
Royal st on busi nesses, | woul d encourage both groups
to get together to work out alternative roads to get
in and out. There are two nore public hearings, so
that woul d gi ve you enough tine to di scuss possibly
corrections to this plan and give nore thought to it
to see if sonething could be worked out. And Bryn
Mawr , please work with the farnmers market people,

t oo, even though they're way out of your district.
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|"'m here specifically to tal k about what the

| ast gentl enman was tal ki ng about, specifically about

noi se, environnental inpact, and above all, the
purpose of it. | believe the purpose of light rail
Is to reduce the carbon nonoxide, dioxide in -- to

and fromthe suburbs, from Eden Prairie into
downt owmn M nneapol i s.

| believe, first of all, to attack the noise
problens with the rails and the bells at the
I ntersections, | believe three layers. The first
| ayer woul d be bushes, which woul d decrease the
anmount of rail noise. The second |ayer woul d be
nmediumtrees. And the third |ayer would be tall
trees.

What that would do is that would, first of
all, reduce the anmount of noise three bl ocks away
fromwhere the light rail is. The second thing that
it would do is that it would provide oxygen, so the
area from M nneapolis to Eden Prairie would actually
i nprove its air quality, which I think is what we
al | want.

The third inpact would be specifically
around intersections wwth the trains. 1've taken ny
time and |'ve gone up to 38th and Hi awat ha, gone

about three, four blocks away, and | could hear the
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1 bells, and | talked to sone people over there. And
2 you can hear it. And | believe by putting sone

3 bushes, that would just naturally absorb the sounds
4 of the bells, that would relieve a |ot of the

5 conpl ai nts or concerns about the excess noi se.

6 | can only stress to you that we have been
7 dealing with global warm ng. And | believe that

8| with the bushes, md-sized trees, and large trees

9 that would give off a lot of shade in the 20-mle
10 light rail. And that would go a | ong ways into

11 reduci ng the gl obal warm ng, at least in the

12 downt owmn M nneapolis to the Eden Prairie area.

13 Thank you.

14 THE COVMM SSI ONER:  Your tine is up.

15 Thank you very much for your coments. Joshua

16 Houdek, and then Todd Klingel is next. Wl cone,

17 sir.

18 JOSH HOUDEK: Thank you, Chair. M

19 name i s Joshua Houdek. [|I'mwth the Sierra C ub,
20 Nort hstar Chapter, in Mnnesota. Qur address is

21 2327 East Franklin Avenue. | wanted to start off

22 | with saying that the 30,000 nenbers of the Sierra
23 Club in Mnnesota do support a greener, cleaner

24 | transportation choice in the southwest netro. And |
25 believe that it's a critical link for a 21st century

612-339-0545 * Paradigm Reporting & Captioning * 800-545-9668 #67543

www.paradigmreporting.com




Public Testimony, 11/13/2012 Page: 23

© 00 N o o A W DN P

N D DD DD PR, R, R, R R
o A W N P O © 0 N OO 0o A W N P+, O

transit system W believe that this is a smart
I nvestnent in the region, |ike Chairman MLaughlin
said earlier.

This project will serve over 200, 000 j obs.
There are problens with the route, the preferred
route that is, but -- and it's not perfect, but the
regi on needs to nove beyond oil if we are going to
remai n conpetitive in the future.

The station area planning, | wanted to bring
t hat up, because it's very, very inportant that good
sustai nable TOD transit-oriented devel opnent happens
around these stations that we are planning, not just
| arge park and rides, but good, multiuse,
sust ai nabl e, conpact devel opnent. So we want to
stress that be continued to keep an eye on that and
maxi m ze the anount of density that we can provide
around the station areas.

And | just wanted to conclude with a
quote -- or to quote President Cbhama's initiative,
"W Can't WAIt" to be riding this train by 2018,
because the regi on does need to renmai n sustai nabl e,
and this is a great step towards that. Thank you.

THE COW SSI ONER: Thank you very nuch.

Todd Klingel, and then Randy Peterson is after
M. Kiingel. Welcone.
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TODD KLINGEL: |'m Todd Klingel. [|I'm
presi dent/ CEO of the M nneapolis Regional Chanber of
Commerce. W al so oversee the Bl oom ngton Chanber
Comrerce and the Northeast M nneapolis Chanber.
Thanks for the opportunity to speak on the DEIS
t oday.

As many of you al ready know, we're very
strong supporters of transit, light rail transit,
particularly in this line. W share in that support
with St. Paul Area Chanber of Commerce, the Tw n\West
Chanber of Commerce, the Edi na Chanber of Commerce,
the Eden Prairie Chanber of Commerce. And we were
pl eased to see the DEIS that they understand |ike we
do that, quote, "there's limted additional traffic
capacity on existing streets and hi ghways resulting
in increased travel tine delays and air pollution.”

| thought it was interesting on Monday when
so many of us were caught up in that traffic on the
first snow of the season taking three tinmes as |ong
as normal to get to conmute, but the trains were
going right on tinme. And that kind of certainty is
really hel pful.

Additionally, the DEIS said that the
benefits of Southwest LRT substantially outweigh the

| npacts. For us in the business comunity you
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al ways need to weigh the capital investnent plans
agai nst the inpacts of those plans. They also said
the transportation option studied that LRT has the
greatest ability to address the needs of the region.
We al so know that it's the only alternative that the
federal governnment will give us $650 mllion for,
which we will be happy to use, and that the locally
preferred alternative when the LRT 3A is the npst
cost effective per rider. That LPAfits with the

| and use and economnmi c devel opnent plans of the
communities along the |ine.

Certainly we understand fromthe ones we' ve
heard earlier and the ones |I'msure you'll hear that
there are issues along the line with St. Louis Park
and noving the freight and sone of the other issues,
but we're confident that the county can work out the
details with those and nove ahead with the next
finer |level of planning.

We thank the FTA for the support of this
line, the adm nistration for green |ighting the
line, as one of only two in the country, and for the
county for taking the lead role that you have in the
regional rail authority. Thank you.

THE COW SSI ONER:  Thank you,
M. Klingel. Randy Peterson is next, and then
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1 Jeanette Colby. M. Peterson, welcone.

2 RANDY PETERSON: Yeah, | amfrustrated
3 t hat Washi ngt on Avenue is closed to transportation.
4 | just don't think you did a good plan. | should

5 not use profanity, | understand that, but at the

6 sane token, | just -- without using profanity, I'm
7 extrenely frustrated that Washi ngton Avenue is

8 cl osed. Because -- and | think we -- | don't think
9 we shoul d go ahead with this now, because |I think we
10 should wait until we get -- until Washi ngton Avenue
11 around the university is open, and then have
12 heari ngs again maybe after they were running say a
13 year.
14 That's ny opinion. You may not -- you may
15 go ahead anyway, but | don't think you should -- |
16 don't think you should do it now There's also
17 ot her concerns that should be addressed, and 60 days
18 I's not |ong enough. Thank you.
19 THE COW SSI ONER: Thank you very nuch.
20 | think you expressed your opinion very well wthout
21 profanity. Thank you for that. Jeanette Col by, and
22 t hen Russ Adans.
23 JEANETTE COLBY: Thank you,
24 Comm ssioner, for your tinme this afternoon. |'m
25 Jeanette Colby. | live at 2218 Sheri dan Avenue

612-339-0545 * Paradigm Reporting & Captioning * 800-545-9668 #67543

www.paradigmreporting.com




Public Testimony, 11/13/2012 Page: 27

© 00 N o o A W DN P

N D DD DD PR, R, R, R R
o A W N P O © 0 N OO 0o A W N P+, O

South. And |I'm here on behalf of the Kenwood I sles
Area Association. This -- the locally preferred
alternative line will run a little nore than a mle
t hrough our nei ghborhood. And we were pleased to
see that the DEIS recogni zed sone of the very grave
I npacts that it will have on our area, especially
noi se and visual inpacts as well as safety.

This line | think has really stressed the
transit-oriented devel opnent opportunities and ot her
busi ness devel opnent opportunities, which is
fabul ous. In our area we would like to stress the
| ssue of preserving what we have. W have a
beautiful, beautiful space in the Kenilworth trai
area. W have three freight trains approximately
that run through there a day, and will nove to 260
trains going from5 a.m to 1 a.m

So we are really looking forward to a very
strong and creative approach to mtigation. W were
alittle disappointed to see there wasn't nuch
mtigation tal ked about in the docunent. It was a
huge docunent, very thorough in a |ot of ways, but
not a lot of mtigation proposals.

So what we woul d be focusing on is
preserving our unique cultural and natural heritage,

saf equardi ng the safety and enjoynent of park and
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trail users, maintaining the quality of life of

resi dents, and ensuring the tranquility and
functionality of the station area proposed for 21st
Street. W also join CIDNA in thinking that a

bri dge over Cedar Lake Parkway would be awful, and
we'd like to see sone other formof grade separation
there. Thank you.

THE COW SSI ONER:  Thank you very nuch.
Russ Adans is next, and then Mark Stensrud.

M. Adans, wel cone.

RUSS ADAMS: Thank you, M. Chair. |
have one handout for the comm ssioners, if that's
possible. M nane is Russ Adans. |'mthe executive
director of the Alliance for Metropolitan Stability.
W' re at 2525 East Franklin Avenue in M nneapolis.
W first want to say that we support Sout hwest LRT
and the 3A alignnent and believe that that wll
provi de significant social and econom c
opportunities for environnental justice comunities
al ong the corridor.

We believe it will do that by the extension
of the regional transit system by increasing the
access to job centers along Sout hwest LRT, by
generating econom c devel opnent opportunities, and

by sustai ni ng econom c devel opnent opportunities for
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1 communities |ike the Harrison nei ghborhood at the

2 Van White station, with the full build out of the

3 Bassett's Creek Valley Master Pl an.

4 Now, | know you'll hear from Harrison

5 nei ghborhood in a nonent, but | do want to touch on
6 thema little bit. In our read of the DEIS we think
7 It needs to recogni ze that Harrison nei ghborhood is
8 an environnmental justice comrunity with significant
9 I nterest and opportunity at that Van White station.
10 The reason why it's significant is it's uniquely
11 posi ti oned between two maj or public transit
12 I nvestnents. The map shows this with Sout hwest LRT
13 to the south and the proposed Bottineau LRT line to
14 the north. You will not find another nei ghborhood
15 probably anywhere in the region that gets the kind
16 of saturated coverage fromtransit stations within a
17 quarter mle and half mle wal ki ng di stance than

18 Harrison. And it also has several stations nearby
19 I n the nei ghborhood as well as cl ose by.
20 We think the DEI'S and t he Sout hwest Corri dor
21 pl anners shoul d adopt the definition of equitable
22 devel opnent that was endorsed by Corridors of
23 Qoportunity Policy Board on Novenber 30, 2011. W
24 | will be submtting witten comrents. W' |l include
25 that definition in our comments. |'mnot going to
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read it now. But we think a common definition to
work from woul d be useful for both engi neers, as
wel | as planners, community representatives, and
public officials.

We al so noticed that the Hennepin County
Community Wrks uses a termcatal ytic
transit-oriented devel opnent. And we want to point
out that prioritized public -- there were two
aspects to this, prioritized public investnents that
catal yze private investnent and prioritized public
I nvestnents that catal yze equitabl e devel opnent. W
bel i eve both are possible and necessary for the best
out comes on Sout hwest LRT.

| won't go into too nuch detail on the
Harri son nei ghborhood catal ytic TOD opportunity
except to say that you do have land that is publicly
owned, you have a commtted devel oper, and you have
acity that's commtted to generating hundreds of
new housing units on that site and thousands of new
j obs. You al so have a nunber of busi ness owners,
property owners that are interested in revitalizing
A enwood Avenue corridor, the old industrial area,
and carrying that up in into North M nneapolis. |
see that ny tinme is up, M. Chair, so |l'll leave it

at that. Thank you so nuch.
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THE COW SSI ONER: Thank you very nuch.
We | ook forward to getting your witten comments as
well. Mark Stensrud, and then Malik Holt.

MARK STENSRUD: Mark Stensrud. | live
at 3145 Dean Court, which is the grain silos. And
our representative fromthe Cl DNA nei ghborhood,
which | belong to, was here. But I'd just like to
reiterate that, you know, | realize everybody -- you
know, nobody wants anything in their back yard, but
my back yard is Cedar Lake. And there's a, | don't
know, a tranquility that during the day it can be a
little noisy, but at night | can hear the frogs, |
can hear the geese fromthe | ake.

Plus our building is on what will be like a
90-degree turn that the light rail is going to take.
Qur building is so close to the tracks now, | nean,
| think people could reach out and touch the |ight
rail as it goes by. And now we're talking about 260
trains a day running right past ny residence.

And 1'd just like to say that | hope that
all alternatives are being | ooked at to quiet this
down. Because | know Dow Chem cal nakes a track
systemthat they say will reduce the noise by 5to 7
decibels. So | just hope we're not stuck in the

sanme rut, we did this on H awat ha, so now we're
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going to do it here, wthout | ooking at the best
al ternatives.

|"'mall for the light rail. | realize that
our community needs that. But that doesn't nean we
keep going along with blinders on, we did it this
way here, now that's the way we're going to do it

everywhere. Make sure we're |ooking at all the

newest alternatives to keep ny nei ghborhood -- it
wi Il never be the sane after this, but I'd like to
see the damage mnimzed. And that's all | was here

to say. Thank you.

THE COW SSI ONER:  Great. Thank you.
Are there other lists that have been conpiled? No.
Al right. M. Holt, Malik Holt, welcone.

MALI K HOLT: Thank you, M. Chair,
comm ssioners. |'mhere with Harrison Nei ghbor hood
Associ ation, which is located on 503 Irving Avenue
in Mnneapolis. Harrison nei ghborhood supports the
3A alignnent of the Southwest l|ight rail because it
bri ngs econom c opportunities at the Van Wite
Station and Bassett Creek. M comments will focus
mai nly on section A of the 3Alocally preferred
alternative.

Harri son Nei ghbor hood Associ ati on, an

envi ronnental justice comunity, wth people of
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color 78 percent and a nedi an i nconme of $21, 000.
Si nce 2000, Harrison Nei ghborhood Association and in
partnership with Bryn Maw Nei ghbor hood Associ ati on
have been involved in the Bassett Creek Master Pl an.
The devel opment will revitalize this environnental
justice community, that is Harrison, and repair the
decades of |and use neglect and di vestnent at the
Van Wiite station.

For nore than a decade Harrison residents
have recogni zed the opportunity for change,
I nvestment, and innovation in |land use with Bassett
Creek Valley. 1In its existing condition, Harrison
right nowis dom nated by post industrial |and use.

The follow ng are concerns and comments t hat
we're going to nmake now for the DEI'S, and then we're
going to make further in witten comment and e-nail
fromour residents, possibly sone of our business
| eaders. Including the master plan, putting those
actual nunbers and have those reflected in the DElIS,
I ncl udi ng the expected redevel opnent out cones of
3,000 housing units from Bassett Creek redevel opnent
plan, 2.5 mllion square feet of commercial and
office retail, 40 acres of new and open green space,
and 5,000 to 6,000 jobs.

The fulfillment of the Bassett Creek Master
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Plan will increase ridership and boost the success
of the Southwest light rail. Currently there is an
I nconpl ete | and use analysis that is in section
3.124, segnent A. The actual 2008 February city of
M nneapolis rezoning needs to be reflected wthin
section 3.124, segnent A, in the | and use.

Harri son al so has serious concerns about the
station area plan. W sent a letter on February 28
to Hennepin County, and Harrison is still requesting
that station area design w thout comuter rai
| ayover needs to be net. And we need that question
answer ed.

The final docunent clearly advocates the
siting of rail storage at Van White station. The
final docunent m srepresents the formal M nneapolis
City Council position on the sale of Linden Yards at
Van White station. The city directed city staff to
explore joint strategies at Linden Yards East and
report back to city council. The Van Wiite plan
I llustrates the m sl eading for policymakers
representing a platform plan that coul d accommobdat e
devel opnent and rail storage below. And this is
m sl eadi ng because the key feasibility work has not
been conpl eted and does not i nclude the

envi ronnment al assessnent of siting passenger rail
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1 storage and the maintenance facility.

2 My | ast comment -- and then | al so have a

3 handout for you that shows a 1935 map of racialized
4 [sic] -- racialized planning map the Gty of

5 M nneapolis did of our area. And then also MCEA,

6| whichis the -- that is the current condition of our
7 area the way it |looks today in terns of

8 nei ghbor hoods.

9 My | ast comment, Harrison nei ghbor hood does
10 not support locating the operation nmaintenance
11 facility, this is located in section 3.152, it does
12 not support it at Linden Yards. Four potenti al
13 | ocations for operation and nai ntenance have been

14 identified. Harrison does support the consultants
15 reconmendati ons on appendi x H, page 53, of the

16 operation mai ntenance facility site evaluation, we
17 support Eden Prairie 1, Eden Prairie 2, Eden Prairie
18 scenario 3, and the M nneapolis scenario 4, not

19 Li nden Yards.
20 THE COW SSI ONER:  Thank you very nuch.
21 MALI K HOLT: Thank you.
22 THE COW SSI ONER:  So far we have no
23 one el se who signed up ahead of tine, but we would
24 be happy to take testinony from anybody who woul d
25 like to testify. We'Ill start with this gentleman in
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the front row And then we'll go over here. And
then | saw a hand in the back. So | saw three so
far. We'll go until people are finished. Please
I ntroduce yourself for the tape.

JOHN HARTWG My nane is John Hartw g.
| Iive at 3228 Hunbol dt Avenue South in M nneapolis.
| would like to hand out some information to the
conmi Ssi oners.

Approxi mately 200 years ago the federal and
the state governnents got together and built the
Erie Canal. By the tinme the tine the Erie Canal was
conpl eted, the Erie Canal was al ready outnoded, the
reason being that the railroads cane in and took all
the noney fromthe Erie Canal. So in effect, the
Erie Canal even to this day is nothing but a
boondoggl e.

What we have here again is another
boondoggle, and it's called light rail. W aren't
going to need 20 | anes of New Jersey turnpi ke or 100
billion high speed rail lines to save us from
gridlock. Is that really where things are headed.
The Internet is drastically reducing the inportance
of distance in human affairs. E-mail has rendered
the | ocal post office nearly obsolete. Hundreds of

t housands of Anericans are already tel econmuting,
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and many have | aunched web-based busi nesses from
their hone. People who used to nake three trips a
week to the mall do nore of their shopping today
onl i ne.

The challenge isn't to nove nore neat. |'m
quoting here fromthis article | gave you. Wen
they say neat they nean people. The challenge is to
nove nore information. The light rail is already
outnoded. If this was 1900, naybe you could do it.
But it's nothing nore than a reconfigured street
car.

Here again quoting from here, business
parties and social organizations need to take full
advant age of the extraordinary efficiencies that the
| nternet provide. The rush hour rituals of the 20th
century really aren't destined to continue until the
end of tine. Telecomunication, flex tine, and
mni-comutes to satellite offices will change the
way we wor K.

More or less that's what | have to say on
this except for one nore thing. | used to live in
t he Kenwood nei ghbor hood, not too far from 21st and
Uptown. And | renenber when | cane in '50, '51 nmany
of the St. Louis freight workers for about five

years previously and up until about 1950, the
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frei ght workers were obviously working on the
tracks. And every so often they forgot to renenber
where they were. And | renenber one instance sone
rail road worker was sitting on the tracks and a
train cane by. And he ended up losing both his

|l egs. We went and | ooked at the stretcher. It was
full of blood. And obviously that individual didn't
survi ve.

And | think this is what you're going to
have, the sane thing again. You're talking about
200 trains going by during the day or 150 or
whatever. First of all, I'mold enough to renenber
when we had street cars. One street car for
what ever reason gets stopped, and you're going to
have street cars all the way back one mle, two
mles. So in effect, it's an inefficient system

THE COMM SSIONER: If you could wap
up, sir.

JOHN HARTWG  Sure. Wat we need --
we're 87 years away fromthe 22nd century, and what
we need to do is go forward not backward. Thank you
for your tine,

THE COW SSI ONER: Thank you very nuch.
| saw a hand over here, sir.

JACK LEVY: Thank you, Conm ssioner.
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My nane is Jack Levy. |'mon the board of the
Kenwood | sl es Association, but I'mhere to represent
nysel f. Jeanette has already tal ked about our
| ssues on behal f of the association and the
communi ty.

What -- so | |live on 21st Street between
Kenwood Parkway and the station. And one of the
things that alarns ne is the noise that the |ight
rail will generate, either through the rails
t hensel ves or through the bell or the sounds that
they will be sounding as they approach the station.
| was di sappointed to see a conplete | ack of
mtigation with regard to how that noi se was goi ng
to be mtigated. And it wasn't left as, we're not
going to address that, but rather we're going to
address that later while we're doing the
engi neering. And | got the sense that it would be
too late by that tine. So | would like to see sone
kind of a response on what happens to this pristine
qui et community when the train cones and the bells
go off and noi se inpacts the comunity and changes
the character of the entire nei ghborhood. Thank you
for your tine.

THE COW SSI ONER:  Thank you very nuch.

Soneone back there? Sonebody before you, Vickie, |

612-339-0545 * Paradigm Reporting & Captioning * 800-545-9668 #67543

www.paradigmreporting.com




Public Testimony, 11/13/2012 Page: 40

© 00 N o o A W DN P

N D DD DD PR, R, R, R R
o A W N P O © 0 N OO 0o A W N P+, O

t hink, yes. Wl cone.

KATHLEEN MURPHY: (Good afternoon.
Kat hl een Murphy wth Transit for Livable
Communities. And I'mat 6601 5th Avenue in
Richfield. And I've been a long-tine transit rider,
because | do not drive. And so | support, along
with the Transit for Livable Comunities, the
opportunity for the Southwest Corridor to have this
light rail system

| am hearing froma | ot of people that there
are things that need to be concerned about. And |
totally agree with all of that nyself. But ny
concern, along with TLC, is that the future of our
light rail systemis now and not to put a halt on
t hi s because of reconstruction or whatever is
happening here with the freight rail is going to
I ntervene with everything.

We have to cone to an understanding that in
our time of our economc situations that this wl|
hel p people in the southwest communities to be able
to prosper and to grow. And | totally am concerned
with making the right choices for people to get back
to work and for people to have better options wth
their transit system So | hope for the best for

all of this. Thank you.
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1 THE COW SSI ONER: Thank you very nuch.
2 Vi cki e Mbore. Wl cone.

3 VI CKI E MOORE: Thank you for your tine.
4 | live a 2032 Second Avenue North, the Harrison

5 nei ghborhood. |'ma nenber of the Harrison

6 Nei ghbor hood Association. | want to really nake

7 sure everyone really understands we strongly support
8 t he Sout hwest LRT, the 3A alignnent, and in

9 particul ar we strongly support the Van Wite
10 station.
11 W do see this as a catal yst for
12 devel opnent. We are a nei ghborhood that not only
13 | wel cones devel opnent, we wel cone city housing.

14 That's sonething you don't often hear.

15 | also want to point out that our

16 unenpl oynent rate is well over 20 percent. Sunmt
17 Acadeny is currently training people who can fill

18 the jobs that are going to be avail able al ong the
19 line. That's inportant to us, not just inportant to
20 t he Harrison nei ghborhood, but to our neighbors to
21 t he north.
22 Hennepi n has done a good job with community
23 and citizen involvenent. | know there's a | ot of
24 really good consultants comng into town to educate
25 peopl e on the council and the county. | would hope
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that the county woul d open those sessions up to
communities so that we can educate ourselves as this
process noves forward.

And | think one last thing | want to say is
| can't cite the section in the DEIS, but it would
be nice to see the 2010 census data included in
there, not the old census data. Thank you.

THE COW SSI ONER:  Thank you. Anyone
el se? Yes, sir. Conme on up introduce yourself.

MARC BALLBACH. Sure. M nane is Marc
Bal | bach. | live at 5503 W ngwood Court,

M nnet onka.

THE COWMM SSI ONER: What's your | ast
nanme?

MARC BALLBACH. Bal | bach,
B-A-L-L-B-A-CH |'ma year-round bi ke conmuter.
And | want to strongly encourage you all to take
I nto account the comruni cati on needs and overal l
needs during construction of the bi ke commuter
community. | go pretty nuch along the rail starting
at the Shady Qaks station, and then | work downtown
her e.

My experience this summer with sone of the
Cedar Lake repaving was that there was poor

communi cation. And | would love if you guys could
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work with us. And | should also say that |'mreally
excited about this light rail line, especially if |
get a flat tire along the way | can junp on a train.
So I'mvery nmuch watching this carefully and real
excited. Certainly after construction |I'm excited
to see a good bike infrastructure in the wake of
construction as well. And I'll be follow ng that

cl osel y.

During if you could focus on sone of the
soci al networ ki ng conmuni cation nethods to alert us
when we need to detour, that woul d be great.

THE COW SSI ONER:  Anyone el se? Yes,
sir. Cone on up.

ROLF ERI CKSON: 14520 - 12th Avenue
North in Plymouth. And |I'mjust concerned that
we're taking noney froma federal governnment that's
wall owm ng in debt to build 19th Century
transportation systens. That's ny basic concern. |
know | ' m a person that does not use nass transit at
all. There's very little near ne. And if | were to
go sonewhere like the Mall of Anerica it mght take
me three or four hours, so | understand |'m biased
in that respect. But | do believe it's wong to
keep breaking the governnent. Thank you.

THE COW SSI ONER: Thank you very nuch.
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF M NNESOTA
COUNTY OF HENNEPI N

SS.

| hereby certlf that | reported the
Sout hwest TranS|tma DEI S Open House/ Public Heari ng
on Novenber 13, 2012

W TNESS MY HAND AND SEAL THI S 19t h day of
Novenber, 2011.

Any Kristina Lizotte
Not ary Public, Hennepin County, M nnesota
My conm ssi on expires January 31, 2017.
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Draft Environmental Impact Statement Comment Form
Southwest Transitway Project

Federal and state environmental rules require that an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) be prepared for
the proposed Southwest Transitway project. The EIS process includes the preparation of a Draft Environmental

Impact Statement (DEIS), which must be made available for public review and comment.

The DEIS discusses: (1) the purpose and need for the project; (2) the alternatives considered: (3) the impacts of

these alternatives; and {4) the agencies and persons consulted.

Comments on the DEIS will be accepted through December 11, 2012. All comments must be received by that

date. Please include a return mailing address with all comments.

Public hearings on the DEIS will be held in November 2012. To learn more about the hearings, please visit

www.southwesttransitway.org
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Fold here

Hennepin County

Housing, Community Works & Transit
ATTN: Southwest Transitway

701 Fourth Avenue South, Suite 400
Minneapaolis, MN 55415
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