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Met ropol i tan Counci | )
Muni ci pal Consent Public Meeting )

TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS
The follow ng is the TRANSCRI PT OF
PROCEEDI NGS, taken before Julie A Brooks, Notary
Publ i c, Registered Professional Reporter, at
M nneapolis Central Library, 300 N collet Mll,
M nneapol is, M nnesota, commencing at 6:00 p.m,

Thur sday, August 27, 2015.
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Adam Dui ni nck
Lona Schrei ber
Jenni fer Munt
Gai | Dor f man
Kati e Rodri guez
St eve El ki ns
Edwar d Reynoso
St eve Chavez

Hennepi n County:

Peter McLaughlin
Li nda Hi ggi ns
Marion G eene
Jan Callison
Gary Cunni ngham
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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 Wher eupon, the TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS
3 was commenced at 6:00 p.m as follows:
4 * % *
5
6 MR, MCLAUGHLIN: |'m Peter MLaughlin.
7 |"'mchair of the Hennepin County Regional Railroad
8 Authority. I'mjoined here by two of ny coll eagues,
9 Jan Callison and Linda Hi ggins.
10 We're pleased to be here today for
11 another step in the process noving forward on a maj or
12 transportation investnent, Southwest LRT.
13 | think, |I'mencouraged by the turnout
14  and encouraged by the ongoi ng support and ent husi asm
15 We appreciate all of your work over the |last couple
16 nonths to get us where we are today.
17 MR. DU NI NCK: Just a few housekeepi ng
18 things here, if you' d |like to sign up and speak
19  tonight, please nake sure you are signed up on a
20 sign-in sheet that has been brought up to ne. R ght
21 now, we have one filled, and I'msure there will be
22 another one or nore that will be filled as we go on.
23 There are other ways to comment. You
24 can comment by witten formor online. So | think
25 there's a way. It is certainly out in the information
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area. There's a way to do it that way. You can nmake
comrents to us tonight, and the comments wll be open
for awhile. | think it will be until Septenber 4th --
Sept enber 11t h.

Tonight is going to be your opportunity
to provide input to Hennepin County, the Railroad
Aut hority, and the Metropolitan Council. W won't be
responding to what you say to us tonight. W're here
just to listen and take coments. It is being recorded
and everything for the record.

Speakers wll have up to three m nutes
to make their statenents. Please start by stating your
nanme and address for the record. |If you are
representing a group, state the group's nane, as well.

W'l | be keeping tine. W are not,
obvi ously, going to be too strict. But out of respect
for everyone's tinme that is participating, try to keep
it as close to three m nutes as possible.

Let's see here, | think processw se, as
we start calling nanes, I'Il call the person's nane who
I s speaking and the next person, so they can have their
t hought s prepared and nove forward.

We recogni ze Comm ssi oner Marion G eene
Is about to join us --

M5. GREENE: Thank you.
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1 MR. DU NINCK: -- from Saint Louis Park.
2 | think I'Il turn it over to Craig to
3 wal k-through the presentation. W're all going to go
4 sit down in the audience.
5 MR, LAMOTHE: Thank you, Chair Dui ninck.
6 Counci | nrenbers, Comm ssioners, good
7 afternoon.
8 |'ve got a brief presentation just to
9 talk alittle bit about tonight's process, what we have
10 on the docket, as well as to go through the prelimnary
11  design plans, revised prelimnary design plans, that
12 really pivot off of what fol ks may have seen in the
13 prelimnary design plans a year ago.
14 So we just conpleted the first portion
15  of our programtonight. W had a |ot of good
16  conversations outside of this roomwth many fol ks. W
17 had an hour-1long open house. W w | have open houses
18 at each -- nost of the upcom ng public hearings at the
19 city and county | evel.
20 Then we are now starting the second
21 portion of our program which is really the public
22 hearing. |'ll have this brief presentation, and then
23 open it up to public conmment, as the chair nentioned.
24 So the purpose of today's hearing is to
25 really provide stakehol ders an opportunity to conment
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to the Metropolitan Council, Hennepin County, Hennepin
County Railroad Authority on the revised prelimnary
desi gn pl ans.

The Sout hwest LRT, as proposed, is a
14.5-mle project. It is an extension of the G een
Line. 1t has an assortnent of 32 bridges along the
corridor. It has two LRT tunnels, as well as sone
pedestrian tunnels, as well. It has over seven |i neal
mles of retaining walls. It has 15 new stations, with
one deferred station to be built at a future date, down
in Eden Prairie. And we have the expectation that it
w Il be carrying approximtely 34,000 daily rides in
2040.

So a little bit about the changes that
you'll see in the revised prelimnary design plans, as
conpared to a year ago. W have one |ess station.
There was the deletion of the Mtchell Station, which
had been fornerly the end of the line, and its
associ ated park-and-ride.

As nentioned on the previous slide, we
have one station that has been deferred for
construction at a future tinme, in Eden Prairie, the
Town Center Station. Along with that, is the defernent
of the park-and-ride that woul d serve that future

st ati on.
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W' ve al so converted two parking ranps
to parking | ots and decreased the spaces, that woul d be
at Beltline, in Saint Louis Park, and at Bl ake Station,
I n Hopki ns.

We have decreased park-and-ride stations
at three other stations, the Downtown Hopkins Station,
which is a ranp. And the Qous Golden Triangle station
wi || have certain slots. The Southwest Station, the
new western termnus for the line, the park-and-ride
remai ns unchanged fromthe previous prelimnary design
pl ans. W' ve increased the spaces at the Louisiana and
Shady QGaks station, utilizing |and that we need for
ot her aspects of the project, building out additional
capacity there.

But all in all, conpared to the
prelimnary design plans froma year ago, we've got
approxi mately 2500 park-and-ride spaces, which is
approxi mately a reduction of 1300 park-and-ride spaces.

Sone of the other changes you'll see in
the revised prelimnary design plans are associ at ed
with the operation and nmai ntenance facility in Hopkins
where we reduced the storage barn down to a capacity of
30 light-rail vehicles.

W' ve al so nade changes to the station

platformlocation, as well as the track associated with
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the station for the Shady OGak Station, also, in
Hopki ns, near M nnet onka.

W' ve al so made changes to the
operational facility itself, in terns of howit is laid
out, the internal track configuration. 1In all, these
di fferent changes have allowed us to save full property
acqui sitions and relocations as a result of those
changes.

So we went through here recently over
the course of the summer and late spring. W ended up
with a revised project scope that reduces project costs
by $250 million, nost of which was contained in the
previous two slides. The new project is able to retain
15 to 17 stations, with that 16th station to be built
in the future.

W are able to retain 94 percent of the
ridership of the original project, as well as 90
percent of the corridor length, and very inportantly,
access to 96 percent of the jobs in the corridor, as
well as being able to connect to a nmajor existing piece
of infrastructure that we have for the transit system
which is the Southwest Station Transit Hub, which today
Is a major bus facility down in the southwest portion
of the netro.

Bei ng able to nake that connection to
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that station, to be able to provide opportunities to
bridge that last mle connection to enploynent that nay
be i n Chanhassen or other |ocations.

So alittle bit about what you are going
to see in the next several slides. And |I'mnot going
to go through all the details. Essentially, these were
what we spoke to many fol ks about out in the hallway
precedi ng the public hearing, these are the revised
prelimnary design plans.

You'l | see changes conpared to the
previous set of prelimnary design plans that really
fall into one of two categories. Just the pure
advancenent of the design of this project, we noved
fromwhere we were | ast summer to where we are this
sumer. As a result, we nmade design changes. W' ve
al so had to nmake changes associated wth reduci ng scope
by $250 million. The changes you'll see on these plans
fall into one of those two buckets.

Overall, throughout the corridor, what
you'll see, conpared to what we had | ast year, is we
didn't have the location of the track and power
substati ons and sone of the other communi cati ons
equi pnment needed to operate the LRT. Those have since
been cited, just as a function of advancine the design

f or war d.
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You al so have nore definition on these
plans, as to partial acquisition, full acquisition, and
nore inportantly, tenporary construction easenents that
are needed to buildout the project.

You'll also see nore detail associated
with the bridges, particularly the |ocations of the
piers that are holding up the bridges.

Specifically, on this sheet, this is
show ng now an end of the |ine at Sout hwest Station
wi th no change, as noted before, of the parking
structure of approxi mately 450-space expansion from
what is there today.

Movi ng west to east, on this new sheet,
what you'll see here is really the bridge structure
over Prairie Center Drive. W nmde adjustnents to the
alignnent, profile, and bridge length for this bridge,
just as a matter of design.

Moving farther to the east, what you
have here is the defernment of the Town Center Station.
So the track still goes through here, but we nade
several changes, which includes defernent of the
station. Underneath the ground, we are buil ding out
the infrastructure needed for that future station.

We al so have an extension of Eden Road

in the previous design plans to support access to that
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station. Here, in the interim prior to having a ful
station, we've got an access road, essentially, a
private access road to get out to the track and power
substation. That's what you'll see running parallel to
the alignnent.

W' ve al so made several changes with the
exi sting reconstruction of the Eden Road, where we've
made changes to where signals are located and also with
the roadway as wel|.

Moving on to the crossing of Valley View
Road. There was a shift here, where we had an S-curve
bri dge that crossed over. Now we have nore of a
straight bridge. This is able to save 40 seconds of
travel tinme. That was just as a function of noving the
desi gn forward.

Moving on to the Gol den Triangl e-area
station. Sone of the changes you'll see here is we
made adj ustnents to the park-and-ride, reduced the
spaces, as noted before. W also ended up shifting how
the alignment of the platformran, got rid of a curve
that was represented over on the right-hand side of
this screen that used to exist. Now we have a straight
approach into and out of the station.

Moving on into the Gty West Station, on

this sheet here, one of the key features is that we've
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made adjustnents to the retaining walls that surround
the park-and-ride at the station that wll serve the
Opti mum Heal th canpus that is currently under
construction. That is really the primary change here.

Moving from Eden Prairie into
M nnetonka, this is one of two LRT tunnels. This
tunnel goes underneath H ghway 62. This tunnel was
shortened as we advanced the design forward.

Sone of the other changes we made, at
the actual Qpus Station, we rel ocated where the buses
were previously |ocated. W elimnated, for cost
savi ngs, two pedestrian tunnels that went underneath
the roadway system sone of the nmmjor changes. W also
made adj ustnents and shrank the footprint of the
par k-and-ri de serving this station.

Moving on farther to the east, as we
| eave the Qpus Station, we then enbark upon a |arge
bri dge heading into the Shady OGak Station area. W
made sone adjustnents to the bridge as well. And,
probably, the nost key feature change fromlast tine,
we are bringing the two roadways you' Il see just to the
right of center on this street -- the roadways cone
over the top of LRT. Before, LRT ran at grade across
t hose two roadways.

Over to this location, you are seeing

Depo International, Inc.
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1 the operation and mai ntenance facility. | already
2 nmenti oned many of the changes here. [|'ll point out, we
3 were able to save this full property acquisition. This
4 business wll now be able to stay based on the design
5 changes we nmade at the operation maintenance facility.
6 One of the other key features here is we
7  nmoved the platform and we al so realigned the roadway
8 differently. The park-and-ride has been |laid out off
9 of Excelsior Boulevard in a nmuch different way. There
10 used to be roundabouts built into the extension of 17th
11 Avenue. Wirking with the Gty and others, we've
12 el i mnated those roundabouts and re-layed out the
13  park-and-ride and opened up opportunities for future
14  devel opnent on either side of the park-and-ride
15  fronting that street that we will be building.
16 It gives you just a better profile of
17 the park-and-ride and the future opportunity for
18 developnent in this area here, as well as over here.
19 Movi ng on to the Downt own Hopki ns
20 Station, there really haven't been any nodifications in
21  this area.
22 Moving on to the bridge over Excel sior
23 Boulevard, there al so have been very |little changes
24 here, sone slight nodifications to the bridge, but
25 nothing substantial .
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Moving on to the Blake Station in
Hopki ns, this is a change through the cost reduction
scope change exercise that we went through. This is
one of the locations that used to have a parking ranp.
The parking ranp has been elimnated and replaced with
a nmuch smaller surface lot. By doing so, we were able
to save two full property acquisitions right in this
area that would have been necessary for the footprint
of that parking ranp.

Moving on to the crossing of M nnehaha
Creek, as we transition from Hopkins into Saint Louis
Park, there really have been no changes in this segnent
of the corridor.

Moving on to the Louisiana Station,
probably the key change here is this is one of the
| ocati ons where we added additional parking conpared to
what we had before. That is really down in this area
her e.

W were needing to acquire these
properties here in order to provide the freight rai
connection that we are severing up in this area. These
were previously designated as remant parcels, and now
we are utilizing themfor additional parking to be able
to conpensate for sone of the other parking reductions

made at sone of the other stations.
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Moving on to the Woddal e Station area,
this is another area that really has not seen nuch
nodi fication as it relates to the design over the | ast
year .

Sane goes for the crossing of H ghway
100. This has been pretty stable froma design
statenent, no real changes here.

Moving on to the Beltline Station, this
Is at the other location that used to have a parKking
ranp at this |ocation and, even prior to that, a | arger
surface parking lot. As a result of the exercise over
the course of the summer to reduce costs and change the
scope, we've reduced this down to a nuch smaller
service park-and-ride. And then, as a result of that,
we have changed the configuration of access to the
station and the park-and-ride and bus circulation as a
result.

Moving on into M nneapolis, to the
West | ake Station area, there really haven't been any
maj or changes in this location over the course of the
| ast year.

Moving on into the Kenilworth Corridor,
crossi ng Cedar Lake Parkway underneath, the real
signi ficant change of note here is the crossing of the

Keni | wort h Channel, where our previous design plans
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| ast sumrer showed two bridges here, we now have three.
We used to have a bridge that had LRT and trail on it
together as a single bridge. W've now separated the
trail fromthe LRT bridge and are able to reduce the
bri dge deck thickness, as well as reduce the nunber of
piers that would be in the channel itself.

Moving on to the 21st Street Station,
there really haven't been any mmjor nodifications at
this location over the |ast course of the year.

Moving farther east to the Penn Station,
the nost significant change of note is there was
previously a trail bridge that crossed over freight and
LRT at this location replacing an existing at-grade
trail crossing of freight that exists today. W now
have that existing crossing and are now extending it
farther across the LRT tracks at grade.

In order to nmake that a safe design, we
have al so made a change to where the platformused to
be |ocated. It was located in this area here. W,
basically, pivoted it over off of the skyway connection
to the bluffs. Those are really the major changes in
this area.

Moving on to the Van White Station area,
this is another area that really hasn't seen any nmjor

desi gn nodi fications over the course of the |ast year.
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Then, finally, noving into the
connection of this project into the existing Geen Line
at Royalton Station and, ultimtely, Target Field,
there really haven't been any maj or design
nodi fications at this |ocation, either, over the course
of the |ast year.

Moving on real briefly, we're here
tonight to fulfill the nunicipal consent process, which
is called for in Mnnesota statute 473. 3994, which
really speaks to |l ocal jurisdiction, review and
approval of the physical design conponents of the
prelimnary design plans, which | just went through a
monment ago. |'Il talk a little bit nore about the
physi cal design conponents here on the follow ng slide.
The | owest | ocal jurisdictional review and approval
really is the five cities through which the alignnent
travels, as well as the County.

Specifically, what's covered under
muni ci pal consent, the physical design conponents are
really the LRT track and | ocation, station |ocation and
| ayout, the roadway features, the turn | anes, |ane
w dths, traffic signals, the location of sidewal ks and
pedestrian crossings, the operation and mai ntenance
facility, which is in Hopkins, as well as the freight

track location and systemel enents, which are really
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the track and power substations, primarily, and the
singl e bungal ows that are on the prelimnary design
pl an.

Alittle bit about the schedule for the
muni ci pal consent process. It really kicked off here a
few weeks ago on July 23rd with the rel ease of the
muni ci pal consent plans or the prelimnary design plans
that | just went through.

We are here tonight, on August 27th, not
quite the m dpoint of the process, for the joint public
heari ng.

Utimately, follow ng tonight, there
wi || be public hearings held by each of the five
cities, as well as actions by the five cities and the
county, all to be conpleted before or on Cctober 11.

Here's what the schedul e | ooks Iike.
Some of this is confirned. Some of it is still
tentative at this point intinme. This is the
under st andi ng of the schedule going forward after
tonight. The week of the 14th, we have public hearings
and city council actions on the prelimnary design
plan. And then the follow ng week, we have additi onal
counci | actions, public hearings by sone of the cities,
as well as action by the county board and, ultimtely,

the Gty of Mnneapolis as well.
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So it was nentioned by Chair Duininck
earlier, we are accepting public coments until 4:00
p.m on Septenber 11lth associated with this public
hearing. Again, there will be public hearings at each
of the five cities as well in the comng weeks. Public
comments can be submtted as verbal testinony and
witten comments at today's hearing, as well as through
the project's website, via U S. Mil to the project
office, as well as by phone, e-mail, and fax to the
project office as well.

Alittle bit about the next steps.

After we get through the nunicipal consent process in

| ate Septenber, early October, we'll be continuing to
advance the design for the stations, the streetscape,
as well as starting to focus on advanci ng the design of
the utility relocation, public and private, as well as
ot her design features, as well, including the LRT
track, the roadway, the operation and nai nt enance
facility, bridges, tunnels, system and freight
features, as well.

We antici pate conpleting 60 percent of
the design plan in the |ate Septenber, early Cctober
time frame, which is a major mlestone for the design
pr ocess.

Wth that, | will turn it back over to
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Chair Duininck and Chair MLaughlin.

MR, DU NI NCK: Thank you to everyone
fromour teamthat is here, and we'll go on in the
com ng weeks.

| think what we'll do nowis junp right
I nto testinony.

Thank you, Craig, for that presentation.

And 1'Il do ny best here to pronounce
the nanes and read the handwiting. |1'll start by
reading off the first two speakers. The first wll
speak right away, and the other is in waiting.

The first person signed up is Lisa Me.

The next person Robert Brockway. Good eveni ng.

M5. MOE: | have a pretty easy nane to
spell, as well.

For ny presentation, ny two m nutes,
you' Il want to ook at a map that you have that was

gi ven to you.

Good evening. As | stated, ny nane is
Lisa Moe, |I'm CEO of Stuart Conpani es, and we own about
700 apartnents that will be directly inpacted by this
I'ine.

As Chair Duininck stated earlier, all
I deas and cost savings should be considered. That's

what | am here to present tonight.
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The first slide or first piece of paper
you have there, so the current line with OW, this is
the area between OPUS and Downt own Hopkins, to give you
sone idea. It shows the current line with the
operation mai ntenance facility, the OV, versus our
proposed route down 1lth Avenue.

The alternative OW was consi dered by
the project office under the SCEIS revi ew and had
hi gher ranking based on the 13 criteria used to
evaluate the site. The cost between the two | ocations
Is the sane. The alternative |ocation noves the OW
away froma landfill in Hopkins and reduces the
potential for adverse environnental inpact and al so
reduces noi se inpact in existing housing, honmeownership
and rental housing.

The second page, if you don't m nd
turning to that, this line depicts the current |line for
OPUS, Shady Cak, Downt own Hopkins, and the Bl ake
Station. The cost of this line from Qous to Shady QGak
Station is $74 mllion. This is based on 2013 nunbers
provi ded by the project office. | would inagine that
this cost is conservative today.

This line, as denonstrated earlier, is
the |l argest section of bridge, the 32 bridge, and goes

over wetlands. It wll span -- it will be 23 and a
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half feet in height and span over 32 feet in | ength.

For the two stations that wll connect Qous
and Shady Oak, there's only 2,000 people living within
half a ml|e wal king di stance on openi ng day.

| f you would | ook to the third slide,
pl ease. Qur suggestion is 11th Avenue. The cost of
this route is 24 mllion. This is based on two
I ndependent engineering firns that we hired, Wstwood
and CEH. The anount of track is 20 percent less with
11t h Avenue alignnent, resulting in four main things.
One is decrease of cost of $50 million, decreased tine
for riders, increased access for 6,000 existing
residents who live in this area, and inproved
connections to existing bus routes.
|'"d ask that you look to the final

slide. This is a view of how the track would fit on
11th Avenue. 11th Avenue is an area in need of new
devel opnment and has potential COD opportunities that
are unlimted. 11th Avenue is a direct connection
bet ween Qpus Station to Downtown Hopkins. It avoids a
half a mle bridge. It maintains the track at grade,
whi ch avoids the roller-coaster effect of the current
alignment and will result in substantial savings to the
I'ine.

We sinply ask the comm ssion to direct
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the project office to look at this route as a nore
direct route. The $50 million savings should cause the
project officers to look at this route.

| thank you for your consideration.

MR. DU NI NCK:  Thank you very nuch.
Robert Brockway is up next, followed by Angel a Erdvich.

MR, BROCKWAY: (Good evening. M nane is
Bob Brockway. | live in the Tower of Isles high-rise.
This is the proverbial pinch point, and it is used to
be a grain elevator.

| represent the 242 honeowners in the
Tower of Isle high-rise and townhones.

The pl anned tunnel for the LRT wll be
just 3 feet fromour foundation. Though our opinions
vary as to the acceptance of the LRT, we all feel
strongly about two things. First, no damage to our
Tower of Isle honmes will be incurred during the
construction process. And second, that there will be
no negative effects to the Tower of Isle honmes fromthe
operation and mai ntenance of the LRT once it is in
oper ati on.

Qur communi cations with the engi neering
group and the Met Council has been excellent. However,
t he sane cannot be said for the council as a whole.

Based on the experience of a nearby nei ghborhood with a
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sewer project, as well as that of the Uof M the
council seens to have little synpathy for anyone or
anyt hing, other than their own bottomline.

We woul d want assurance that, if there
wer e such negative effects on our hones, we would be
fully conpensated, w thout the need of |egal action.

We feel strongly that this should be a proviso in any
acceptance by M nneapolis of the project.

There is a concern of our safety, also.
The fact is that the TC&W often parks their ethanol
and, probably, future oil trains in our corridor,
sonetines as long as 16 hours waiting to be allowed to
travel onto the main BSNF track. |If one of those tank
cars has just a very snall vapor |eak, with the cl ose
adj acent LRT and its overhead sparking, the result
woul d be horrific. Has the Gty investigated any other
nati onw de | ocations where this situation is simlar?

View ng the display as just presented, |
have two observations. One is the |arge nunber of
curves in the plan. Curves on rail tracks nean
screech. You have to be concerned about that for the
resi dents.

The other thing | want to observe is
that you have one-third reduction in park-and-ride, and

this has got to influence the nunber of ridership.
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Thanks.

MR. DU NI NCK:  Thank you. Next is
Angel a Erdvich, followed by Bob Carney.

M5. ERDVICH: Hello. M nane is Angel a
Erdvich. | amjust representing nyself as a concerned
citizen who cares about the | akes.

| "' m concerned about unforeseen
consequences and environnental problens, especially
around the tunnel as being created between Lake Cal houn
and Cedar Lake. And your engineering staff has kindly
reassured nme about the waterproofing through the
tunnel. But | still feel Iike, |ooking back in
hi story, humans have a pretty good track record of
screwm ng up the environnent. |'m concerned of the
kinds of things that | feel are too big of a risk.

When you | ook at the | akes, they are not
that clean. You know, if you are |ooking froma
bi rds-eye view, they are pretty, or on a house from one
of the lakes, it mght |look really pretty. But when
you are in there with a paddle or canoe, they are quite
dirty conpared to |lakes in the country. And they are
fragile.

| have a nunici pal consent docunent that
was signed by ten city council nenbers and three city

councils were against. That was |ast August 29th,
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1 2014. It is an interesting docunent. | hope you've
2 all had a chance to read it.
3 There's 43 "whereas" statenents prior to
4 signing it, 43 different reasons why they shoul dn't
5 signit, basically, and the reason the Cty felt |ike
6 they had been underm ned. There are statenents such as
7 "Whereas the routing systemand station specific
8 benefits for advancing equity and serving nei ghbor hoods
9 has been exaggerated."
10 "Whereas it was not designed around
11  serving di sadvant aged nei ghbor hoods or serving
12 nei ghbor hoods. "
13 "Wher eas we were underm ned by the
14  selfish project staff," that kind of thing.
15 Qobvi ously, M nneapolis had a | ot of
16 reasons that they were reticent to sign the nunici pal
17 consent. And | strongly feel, if this tunnel -- if
18 there's reasons that the tunnel is determ ned not to be
19 environnental -- that it goes all the way back to the
20 draft environnental inpact statenent.
21 | know Li sa Goodnan has expressed
22 concern that the tunnel be half dug and then they'l|
23 find sone reason why it is not feasible, but it wll
24 still keep going at grade.
25 Sone politicians -- they are not

Depo International, Inc.

(763) 591-0535 or (800) 591-9722 info@depointer national.com Page 26




Municipal Consent Public Meeting

8/27/2015
1 engineers, | know -- but they have given the tunnel a
2 50 percent chance of actually going through. | feel
3 like it is really not going to happen.
4 So that is all I have to say. Thanks.
5 MR. DU NI NCK:  Thank you. Next is Bob
6 Carney, followed by Amty Foster.
7 MR, CARNEY: Thank you. Hi. Bob
8 "Again" Carney, Junior, fromStadiumVillage, formally
9 known as the City of Mnneapolis. W didn't plan it
10 that way. It just turned out that way.
11 | passed out a news rel ease sent out
12 today. | have an 11, 700-word plan that is based on a
13 variation of the so-called 3C route. That would go
14 down the greenway to Nicollet. The three-c plan was to
15  tunnel under Nicollet. The only difference in the
16 route that | amtal king about is that it would go to
17 | -35W and a transit hub would |ink buses, including on
18 35Wand also N collet and Lake.
19 My first point is |I'd |ike to encourage
20 you and ask you to read the thing. | amgoing to get
21  printed copies to everybody on the Hennepin County
22 board and everybody on the Met Council.
23 My fundanental concern is that the
24 current plan, the current route is a disaster. And I
25 amwlling to support an alternative that nmakes sense
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fromthe point of viewof transit. That's what | am
tal ki ng about here.

Now, as you know, the | egislature took
back $30 mllion. There's 15 mllion the |egislature
has approved.

It seens to ne the difference between
the supporters of this programright now and Wl ey
Coyote in the Road Runner comcs is that Wley Coyote
realized that he went over the cliff. It seens you
people are in denial. There's no noney for this
project. The certificates of participation are very
guestionable legally. W have to find out whether the
FTA woul d even approve it. There's very serious
problens with this.

Now, there's also a |lawsuit going on. |
do not represent Lakes & Parks Alliance. | amnot a
menber. But | do have opinions on it. |[|'ve foll owed
it very closely.

And the real concern that | see that the
Metropolitan Council has is that you are scared to
death that you will get kicked out of the New Starts
Programif you change. | understand that. |If the
| awsuit goes further, and there's a record of deci sion,
then the FTA can be dragged into this.

Here's what | am proposing as a possible
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way out of this. Let's see if we can figure out a way
for the FTAto allow this programto stay in New Starts
and to reopen the scoping process and get it to Uptown
and out to I-35 and to the convention center. |
encourage you to take a | ook at that plan.

Ri ght now, this is totally unacceptabl e.
"1l do everything | can to fight it, and |'ve been
pretty successful so far getting the legislature to
take that noney back. Let's try to work together to
make sonething work. That's what |1'd like to do.

| appreciate your tinme this evening.
Thank you.

MR, DU NINCK: Next is Amty Foster,
foll owed by Asad Aliweyd.

M5. FOSTER Greetings. M nane is
Amity Foster. |I'mhere wth Isaiah, a faith-based
organi zation of nore than 100 churches working
statew de for racial and economc justice. | amalso a
bus and train rider.

The Sout hwest Light Rail wll be an
I nportant connection between M nneapolis and the
sout hwest area, including providing connection to the
north side. W are pleased that the 21st Street, Van
White, and Penn Station are still part of the |ine.

At a previous hearing, a fellow
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community nmenber had called this line "the equity
line." | think she was being sarcastic, but she does
have a point. Qur transit systemis lacking in racial
equity, and people of color are not served by it.

And |'ve heard that the stops al ong the
north side don't really serve the north side. So that
may or may not be true. Buses will need to connect
there for real service.

But | take the 11, because |I live in
nort heast, downtown every norning to catch the train to
get to work. Expecting that you should be able to take
the train directly to where you need to go i s not an
i ndication of racial equity in our transit system W
have to consider all of the options that people have
access to and | ook at those smaller options, |ike
better bus service or circulators on the north side,
| oner fares, as well as where trains go and who they
are delivering people to and from

Thank you.

MR. DU NI NCK:  Thank you very much.
Asad Aliweyd, and next is Sally Rousse.

MR ALIVWEYD: (Good evening. M nane is
Asad Aliweyd, with the New Anerican Acadeny. The New
Anmeri can Acadeny supports Sout hwest LRT projects fully

because we believe Sout hwest LRT wll affect the
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econony of the southwest area of the Twin Cties.

And the New Anerican Acadeny has been
active working with the Sout hwest LRT project with
engaging with the immgrant community along the line in
decisions related to alignnents, the station area
pl anni ng, and the problens of inmgrant problens.

| ndependent alignnment, we support the
I ndependent alignnent of the light rail alignnent and
LRT station, generally, fromthe intersection of
Technol ogy Drive and Mtchell Road to the intersection
of Flying doud Drive and Vall ey View Road.

Yet, it was on July 8th, 2015, that the
proposal was nmade at the Met Council for the Sout hwest
LRT position to defer the Eden Prairie Town Center
Station on opening day. This wll delay the benefit of
this public investnent.

Usi ng the market technology tool for the
Envi ronnent Protection Agency, Al liance for
Metropolitan Stability, and the New Anmerican Acadeny,
we found that, within a 3-mle square area, for Eden
Prairie towmn station, there are -- the people who |ive
in that area, 40 percent of themare mnority. 42
percent of those househol ds get $50,000 or less. 65
percent are renters. 23 percent are under 17 years of

age. 10 percent are 65 years and ol der.
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We get this survey from Anerican
Community. We choose to | ook at a broader area than
the half mle station area circunference to include the
comrerci al areas, because of the density in the
suburban city.

The New Anerican Acadeny and Twin Cties
lists, with the support of a corridor opportunity
initiative funding by FTA, EPA and the communities, we
devoted the Town Center area to | ook at what kind of
devel opnent coul d be happeni ng.

Town Center Station is the only station
that really has affordabl e housi ng and worki ng cl ass
kind of housing. |f you | ook at other stations, you
can't find that type of opportunity land to build any
kind of housing in that area. So without the station
at Eden Prairie Town Center, the opportunities to
I ncrease affordabl e housing and jobs for peopl e of
color will not be. So | encourage you to really | ook
at funding in the future to build that station.

Thank you.

MR. DU NI NCK:  Thank you very nuch.

Next Sally Rousse, foll owed by Donna Azari an.

M5. ROUSSE: |'m Sally Rousse, from Bryn

Maw . There are lots of reasons why | think this route

Is really inpossible to accept, specifically, that 1.5
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mles through the Chain of Lakes for environnental
reasons and train-hazardous reasons, and | think,
racial inequity.

The entire project is hard to wap ny
head around w t hout seeing the Bottineau Line fleshed
out nore. This particular route doesn't address anyone
in the areas north of Bryn Maw, north at all. The
Penn Station, the Van White Station, and the Royal ton
Station are not north. Those are areas west of
M nneapol i s.

| think we need to really work hard to
not obtain nunicipal consent on this. | think it
was -- as you heard fromthe 43 "whereas" statenents,
the consent from M nneapolis was given not very
readily, and for good reason.

I"'ma little bit confused by sone

comrents | read by you, Adam about that this thing is

not a done deal, it is not concrete, everything is
still on the table. And you said, including going back
to Saint Louis Park and rerouting freight. So | | ook
forward to hearing you clarify that sone nore. | know

you can't coment right now. That was in print. So
that's a little weird.
Gail Dorfman, | talked to you in 2002,

and you said this would never happen. You said this is
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1 aridiculous route, and here you sit. | don't know how
2 you sleep at night.
3 MR. DU NI NCK: Next is Donna Azarian and
4 then Richard Adair.
5 M5. AZARIAN. Hi. M nane is Donna
6 Azarian. |'mhere as a resident of Eden Prairie.
7 And since everything is still on the
8 table, |I amasking that you give taxpayers a vote on
9 the SWLRT. The reason being, that by the SW.RT's own
10 admssion, it will only serve | ess than 10 percent of
11 the people in the area it passes through.
12 Trains don't get people good paying
13 jobs. Education does. Regardless of the |atest cost
14  cuts, the SW.RT will still cost nore than a hundred
15 mllion dollars per mle. The estimated trip tinme from
16 Eden Prairie to Target Field is |longer than the current
17  Sout hwest Transit bus service.
18 Many riders on the Blue and G een |ine,
19 according to the Star-Tribune, are not paying their
20 fares. The annual operating | osses for the Sout hwest
21 Light Rail will likely be nore in the nei ghborhood of
22 $30 million, instead of 20 mllion. And, eventually,
23 you are going to have to build turnstiles to allow
24  access onto the trains.
25 We don't have the popul ation density for
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the Sout hwest Light Rail to succeed along the route,
because, according to Urban Land Institute, the m ni num
density to support the light rail is 14,720 peopl e per
square mle. The popul ation density along the

Sout hwest Light Rail route is only 5,600 people per
square mle, according to the Federal Transit

Adm ni stration.

According to "Car and Driver" nagazine,
light rail is the second deadliest form of
transportation, behind notorcycles.

Too few people use light rails in other
Cities to have a significant inpact on traffic or air
quality. It would be cheaper to buy each potenti al
light rail commuter their own Prius.

And 70.9 percent of light rail operating
costs are footed by taxpayers nationally. And
according to The Post Sustainability Institute, private
funders of the U N Agenda 21 sustai nabl e devel opnents
i ncl ude Si enens, the very sane conpany that is
providing trains for the SWRT.

For these reasons, | ask the Met Counci
to give taxpayers a vote on the Sout hwest Light Rail.
Thank you.

MR DU NINCK: Next is Richard Adair,

foll owed by Butch Johnson.
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1 MR ADAIR | would like to conment on
2 the planning process. So nuch has been said during
3 these many years of public hearings that sonetines it
4 Is hard to separate fact fromfiction, fact from
5 wshful thinking. Since |I've been attending these
6 hearings fromthe start, I'll try to help.
7 An exanpl e, local bike trails have been
8 spray-painted with the nessage, "Save the | akes, stop
9 LRT." In fact, the engineers have determ ned that
10 building a tunnel in Kenilworth will not affect the
11  nearby lakes. | was at the presentation at Dunwoody
12 where this was described in great detail, and |I read
13 their entire report. The reason is that the area's
14  sandy soil can absorb |arge quantities of rai nwater and
15  snow nelt.
16 A much | arger threat, in ny opinion, to
17 our beloved |l akes is global warmng. | don't see how
18 anyone can conclude LRT won't affect it. 30,000 riders
19 a day is 9 mllion rides a year. That's on weekdays.
20 | f you add in weekends, we'll get up to 11 mllion
21  rides per year. That is an awful | ot of autonobile
22 exhaust that doesn't go into the atnosphere.
23 Fact, another fact, the planning process
24 that | observed has been w de open and not pushed
25 toward any predetermned result. Many routing options
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were presented at the earlier neetings, and many, many
st akehol ders spoke. Many of those neetings went four
hours. They included suburban commuters who need a

ri de dowmntown, transit-dependent people in North

M nneapol i s, Uptown people who want to save space in
the greenway for a trolley, taxpayers who object to the
expensive route using a devel oped street. The 3A route
energed because it is sinply the best fit and the best
val ue. No secrecy, no conspiracy.

Fact, the Met Council has not engaged in
bai t-and-switch tactics regarding freight rail
rel ocation. Local governnments have very little power
over railroads. Teddy Roosevelt fought this battle
about a century ago and didn't get very far.

The Met Council hired a consultant, who
concluded that freight relocation is feasible. Despite
this, Twn Cties & Western has decided it wants to
keep its current route.

Fact, the planning for this project is
an exanpl e of how denocracy works. Everyone has a say,
but we don't all get what we want. And it is very
I nportant we respect the process.

MR. DU NI NCK:  Thank you. Next is Butch
Johnson, followed by Russ Adans.

MR, JOHNSON: But ch Johnson, 5750 Shady
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1 Oak Road. |1'd like to say Hopkins, but it actually is
2 i n M nnet onka.
3 | want to thank you, first of all, for
4 all your hard worKk.
5 Second of all, | want to thank you for
6 keeping the 17th Avenue extension. | think the
7 potential devel opnent of Hopkins to Hopkins and, also,
8 the alignnent of K-Tel to 17th, which | think wll
9 eventually happen -- | understand it isn't there yet,
10 but it is possible that it will conme. | think those
11 are -- you know, | was really worried we were going to
12 | ose that.
13 And, yes, there are other routes. There
14  were other ideas along this whole process that | would
15 have rather seen. But | just want to thank you. |
16 think this is -- for you guys, it is a tough road.
17 And by the way, I'ma very big fan of
18 circulators. | think those are very useful in Hopkins
19 in getting that 6:15 around and about. Those ideas are
20 terrific. Thank you.
21 MR. DU NI NCK: Russ Adans, followed by
22 Mary Patt ock.
23 MR. ADAMS: Thank you, M. Chair and
24 panel nmenbers. M nane is Russ Adans. |'mthe
25 executive director for the of Alliance for Metropolitan
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1 Stability. | also co-chair the Southwest Community
2 Advisory Committee.
3 | want to first thank the staff for the
4 project for the work that they've done, under pretty
5 trying circunstances, to cone up with strategies for
6 trinmmng hundreds of mllions of dollars fromthe
7  project budget. That was a pretty amazing effort,
8 under duress.
9 | also want to thank the Corridor
10  Managenent Committee for adopting an approach in
11 | ooking at the budget, the table, that | work on with
12 and the Sout hwest Equity Comm tnents G oup had
13  suggested, which was to not fully cut the budget all
14  the way back to the original budget size that it was at
15 the beginning of the year. Instead at 1.6 mllion,
16 find creative ways to find cost savings but not cut the
17 project to the point where we | ose the value, the
18 comunity and econom c benefits of the project.
19 Thi s was an approach that the Conmunity
20 Advisory Commttee and, al so, the Business Advisory
21 Commttee had al so endorsed.
22 | want to thank the Corridor Managenent
23 Commttee, which sone of you are nenbers of, for
24 finding ways to do that. | think what you ended up
25 doing is you found a way to nake the project and
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mai ntain the project viable in |local eyes, as well as
federal eyes, wthout harmng the rel ated devel opnent,
mul ti nobi |l e connections, and job opportunities that it
IS expected to generate.

Qoviously, our first priority as we nove
forward is to find a way to backfill sone of those
budget cuts to the project that were made. | know
there are a ot of creative ideas that the staff has.
As we do that, it would be inportant to apply an equity
| ens, as we | ook at ways to restore a transit station
in Eden Prairie and to create nore connections for
mul ti nobi | e users.

As we | ook at those funding sources, for
exanpl e, the regional coordination process, which could
be a very logical source for sone of those funds, we
should also try to tie the awardi ng of those funds to
commtnents by the cities along the line, as well as
Hennepin County, to nmake the corridor-w de affordable
housing strategy a viable plan. It is sonething that I
think would really be consistent and reinforce each
ot her as we do that.

Finally, the communities of color and
| eaders from those nei ghborhood organi zati ons that |
work with have never called this "an equity train."

| nstead, they've always pressed the case that it is a
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project that could | everage econom c benefits, as well
as social connectivity. | think that's really how we
shoul d be | ooking at the project.

It isalight rail line. They are
al ways controversial. But when done right, they can
have i ncredible opportunities. Thank you for your
tine.

MR DU NI NCK: Thank you. Mary Pattock,
foll owed by Bob Ader hol d.

M5. PATTOCK: Good evening. Thank you
for your tine. I'mhere to represent LRT - Done Right,
whi ch is an organi zati on of several hundred peopl e,
nostly from M nneapolis. W submtted an extensive,
conpr ehensi ve response to the SDEIS. | hope you have
all looked at it. There were probably thousands of
hours of community work that went into this docunent.
It was very conprehensi ve.

But today I will focus on one aspect of
those comments. And that is the serious issues
i nvol ved in co-locating LRT i mmedi ately adjacent to the
LRT train.

Most people don't realize that contrary
to industry guidelines, the proposed light rail wll
woul d run shockingly close, as close as 15 feet away,

fromthe TC and Hennepin line, train to train, not
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center to center.

The TC&W carries, as others have
ment i oned, expl osive ethanol through residential and
recreational areas of M nneapolis, over the channel
that connects the environnental |l y-sensitive Chain of
Lakes and Target Stadium Increasingly, this freight
line is used to carry trains of a hundred or nore cars.
Together, they carry mllions of gallons of ethanol.
These are bonb trains in our nei ghborhoods.

Locating LRT close to the freight line
woul d drastically increase the risk of an expl osion of
an ethanol train and the consequences of derail nent by
either freight or LRT. We are, frankly, appalled at
the idea of an ethanol bonb train imedi ately next to
el ectric sparking electric wires. Gven the
derail nents we've already seen and the 2010 derail nent
of the existing LRT train, it is hardly alarmst to
raise this issue.

We are al so concerned about the
construction phase of the project. For two years,
trains carrying hazardous freight will run through a
construction zone with no crash walls at the edge of a
35-foot open trench. W know from conversations with
M nneapolis fire departnent chief, John Fruetel, as

wel | as TC&W president, Mark Wegner, that they are al so
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concer ned about these construction issues.

As citizens, we demand that the Met
Counci| be serious and not just pay token attention to
these issues, lest you find yourself responsible for a
horri bl e human tragedy. Thank you.

MR, DU NI NCK: Thank you. Next is Bob
Ader hol d, foll owed by Dan Duffy.

MR, ADERHOLD: (Good evening. | live in
Edi na, and |I've been commuting to downtown M nneapolis
for about a dozen years, in recent years through the
Keni | worth Corridor.

"' man advocate for stronger nobile
transportation options, including bicycle and wal ki ng
infrastructure. |'m happy to see the Sout hwest Light
Rail transit on track again. | strongly support the
| at est changes to the project, to the project plan.
And | appreciate the hard work undertaken by the

Cties, as well as Hennepin County, and the project

of fice.

| believe the corridor or Southwest
Light Rail is extrenely inportant to our regional
econony. |t adds to the growng rail and bus network

that connects us wth enploynent and education centers.
It expands access to jobs, reduces the high cost of

transportation for many famlies.
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Al so, the environnental benefits,
projects like this, also provide, as you well know,
transit-oriented devel opnent and enabl es people to get
to where they need to go without relying on cars.

O course, it is expensive, but when you
consi der the enornmpus subsidies that go into traffic
and parking, at the end of the day, | believe the
benefits far exceed the cost.

There have been a | ot of hearings. |'ve
attended nmany of them M hope is that we can nove
qui ckly ahead with this project. Thank you.

MR DU NI NCK: Dan Duffy, followed by
Harry Maddox.

MR. DUFFY: (Good eveni ng, Chair Duininck
and conm ssioners. M nane is Dan Duffy. | am com ng
to you tonight to speak on behalf of two organizations,
the Twi n West Chanber of Conmerce and the Sout hwest LRT
Busi ness Advisory Commttee, also known as the BAC
Conbi ned, these two organi zations represent over 700
busi nesses and tens of thousands of enployees in the
West Metro Regi on.

The BAC and Tw n West view this project
as vital to the econom c devel opnent and job
opportunities throughout the entire netropolitan

region, not just the southwest corridor. Qur business
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organi zations understand that inproving transit options
in the southwest netro regi on hel ps support 60- to
80,000 jobs that is the projected growh in this
corridor over the next two decades.

LRT will help reduce commute tines for
enpl oyees traveling fromthe northeast and south
regions of the netro, as well as give jobs and
enpl oyers in the southwest the opportunity to reach out
to potential enployees fromthe greater netropolitan
ar ea.

As nost of you know, Twi n West has been
an unwavering partner at the table throughout this
process over a decade. Beginning with the |engthy and
detail ed studies of various nodes of transit options
for this corridor, followed by the conprehensive
studi es of alignnment options, to where we are today
with the current scope and budget reductions for the
| ocal funding requirenents.

We understand the inportance of finding
cost effective solutions that will not sacrifice
proj ected ridership, yet still maintain our high
approval rating at the federal |evel and ranked as one
of the next projects up.

We believe the current project's budget

and scope, with major transfer stations at both ends
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neet these goals.

At tinmes, while this process was sl owed
by the political realities of the presence with
projects of this nmagnitude, we chose to keep our focus
on the data and facts presented by various consul tants.

Thr oughout this process, we have heard
from many people that oppose this project, saying it
has no econom c benefit to our region. But in reality,
we know that there are many conpleted future
devel opnents that are in planning stages for this
corridor.

A few exanples that are conpleted or
currently under construction include devel opnent of
senior and market-rate housing at Woddale Station, a
new | arge corporate canpus at Cty Center, and a mmjor
hospi tal expansion near the Louisiana Station.

Conbi ned, these three newer devel opnents al ong the
corridor provide housing and enpl oy thousands of
peopl e, even w thout Southwest LRT in service yet.

Therefore, in conclusion, on behalf of
the organi zations | represent, | ask that you continue
to support this project by granting nunicipal consent
and noving it forward to the next station in the design
and approval process.

The Sout hwest LRT project will help us
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grow jobs and inprove transit for our entire netro
region so that we can stay conpetitive nationally with
ot her peer cities well into the future. Thank you.

MR, DU NI NCK:  Thank you. Harry Maddox,
foll owed by Arlene Fried.

MR MADDOX: Hello. M nane is Harry
Maddox. |'mhere for a few organi zati ons, not j ust
one. |'m speaking on behalf of the people |'ve talked
to who are in favor for Sout hwest G een Line.

W would like to see nore equity, so
basi cally, nore connections based in North M nneapolis
and, also, a nore broader | ook at bringing devel opnent
for the people that are already there in the
communities that it affects. So instead of rising
costs in North M nneapolis along the A enwod and Bryn
Mawr nei ghbor hood, | ook at sonme better options for the
people that already live in the neighborhood that it
doesn't affect.

But al so, in response, |'m happy that
you are building a light rail line, and there should be
nore. And if you are going to stay conpetitive with
the rest of the world, then it is only right that you
keep sources avail able, nmultinobile, bike and
transportation, mxing your highways.

So the light rail is going to cut down
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1 on cars. It takes about 55 people, so that's how nmany
2 cars? So you take that off for each car. How many
3 cars are you taking off the freeway?
4 It is also a safety issue, too.
5 So | wasn't going to be up here that
6 long. | was running late, so | didn't plan a speech.
7 But I1'min support of the G een Line,
8 and | support you guys. Let's get it going. Thank
9 vyou.
10 MR, DU NI NCK: Thank you. Arlene Fried,
11 foll owed by Martha Mason.
12 MS. FRIED: | am Arlene Fried, and |
13 live in Bryn Maw. [|'mthe co-founder of the Park
14 \Watch.
15 My concern is the safety for those using
16 the trails and living near the trails, as well as those
17 using light rail in the Kenilworth Corridor. | want to
18 make the point that the freight cars carrying flamuabl e
19 |liquids can |l eak flammable funmes and should not be
20 | ocated adjacent to light rail and light rail's
21  electrical wres, because of the danger of an
22 explosion. It is particularly dangerous in the
23 Kenilworth area. Co-location should be banned.
24 Thank you.
25 MR. DU NI NCK: Martha Mason, followed by
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Geor ge Puzak.

M5. MASON: Good evening. M nane is
Mart ha Mason

Al though, | find it surreal that we are
contenpl ating consent for taking light rail to our
i conic Chain of Lakes, | would, nonetheless, like to
of fer a coment.

There has been a lack of information
about the physical design intent of the freight rail in
terms of their expectations of growh in an expandi ng
rail market. |If there will be a potential increase in
physi cal freight volunme or frequency of rail traffic,
then the Gty of Mnneapolis needs to be prepared for
I ncreased environnental inpact risks and viability.

This is especially relevant in terns of a
basi ¢ physi cal design conponent, that is, the |ayout of
the parallel rail operations in a shared right-of-way,
ot herw se known as co-I| ocati on.

During the prior nunicipal consent
process, there was what the nedia called a conprom se
deal on co-location, where the City and Met Counci
devel oped a nenorandum of understanding that agreed to
freight use restrictions that mght limt the
detrimental changes in frequency and nature of freight

service in over what is called the freight rai
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property, which has becone public.

However, it is not clear whether the Mt
Counci|l has authority to restrict private freight rai
in terns of interstate commerce. Statute 473.3999
speaks only of the light rail authority of that body.

Furthernore, this menorandum of
conprom se relieved the Met Council of risks and
ltability for freight or light rail. Since contractual
relationships with railroads are governed by vari ous
federal and state laws, rules, and regul ati ons, we need
clarification fromthe board of surface transportation
board on the agreenent in place and who i s responsible
for investnents in infrastructure to inplenent what
Governor Dayton called a robust rail corridor risk
managenent system

Unl ess potential for increased freight
rail traffic has been addressed in the current
envi ronnmental inpact statenent, nunicipal consent
shoul d not go forward. The Bottineau affect predicts
freight is not going to nove. The best outcone
suggests choosing an alternate LRT alignnent.

Thank you very nuch.

MR, DU NI NCK: Thank you. Next is
CGeorge Puzak, followed by Susu Jeffrey.

MR, PUZAK: (Good evening. My nane is
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1 George Puzak. | live at 1780 Gerard Avenue Sout h,
2 M nneapolis. | am here speaking on ny own behal f.
3 | have a transit dream The Bl ue Line
4 is expanded to the heart of North M nneapolis and
5 becones a true equity train. The Geen Line is
6 extended through the densest nei ghborhoods of South
7 M nneapol is so people of all ages, backgrounds, and
8 cultures can get those jobs in Eden Prairie and beyond.
9 In the future, there's a Purple Line that extends from
10 Wayzata to Wite Bear Lake. And we truly have a robust
11 light rail system
12 | wll never bet on this system becom ng
13 areality, because |I'mnot a ganbling man. But | do
14 know enough about poker to know when soneone has two
15 aces in the hole. And when it cones to Sout hwest LRT,
16 those aces are Hennepin County's failure to include
17 freight rail in the 2009 scope report.
18 In fact, at the top of page of 18, it
19 says freight rail is not included in the draft of the
20 environnental inpact statenment, which is separate.
21 It's at the top of page 18.
22 Second, freight rail is not included in
23 the 2010 locally-preferred alternative vote.
24 The national environnmental policy
25 requires scope to be the first step in identifying the
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I ssues, alternatives, |ocations, and nodes to be
studied in the project. As | said, scope did not
include freight. It was not included.

Contrary to law, the Met Council has
limted the choice of reasonable alternatives in the
alignment. Reducing costs, studying freight rail in
the supplenental EIS, and repeating nunicipal consent
are not sufficient renedies.

There are only two renedies. One,
el imnate co-location of freight and LRT by relocating
freight rail out of Kenilworth and build the plan
approved in 2010, or reopen and include freight rail in
the Sout hwest LRT's original scoping process. This
remedy will allow governnent and citizens to study al
reasonabl e alternatives for LRT alignnent, while
acknow edging freight rail routing, costs, and inpact.

Thank you.

MR, DU NI NCK: Thank you. Susu Jeffrey,
foll owed by Lynn Levi ne.

M5. JEFFREY: |'m Susu Jeffrey, from
Bryn Mawr .

The Sout hwest Light Rail project has
been corrupted by a preordai ned scopi ng process, which
was really a political process, rather than working

with the reality of the |andscape. It is a
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1 dysfunctional process. It shows contenpt for
2 denocratic principles. This is the way dictatorships
3 operate. And this is what Judge Tunheim has called a
4 bureaucratic steanroller.
5 And the next thing is that you hire
6 professionals and bait themwth pay. And the experts
7 agree that they can build the virtual plans. They sit
8 i n square offices and draw | i nes on pieces of paper and
9 say we can insert theminto the | and, because their pay
10 depends on agreeing with your plans.
11 The proposed tunnel in an ancient
12 M ssissippi riverbed is fantasy planning. You are
13 acting like climte change deniers. The tunnel between
14  Cedar Lake at the Isles of Lake Cal houn would be a half
15 mle long wth solid steel sides driven down 55 feet,
16 and it would be 35 feet w de.
17 |'ve been to the neetings at the
18 M nnehaha Creek Watershed District, and we were told
19 again and again that the water, the ground water, wl|
20 "just flow around.” Well, it won't.
21 LRT line designers arbitrarily picked a
22 spot for the H awatha LRT at 50th Street and H awat ha
23 for a grip chanmber, and it had been | eaking water at
24 500 gallons a mnute for nonths. Just flow around.
25 When the H awatha line was built, there
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was a lawsuit, and it resulted in replanning,
rescoping, and it still reduced the flow to Col dwater,
which is the |ast natural spring in all of Hennepin
County, by 46,000 gallons a day or 35 percent of the
flow Coldwater is the place of the first European
American settlenent. It is sacred to the Dakota
people. And it has been desecrat ed.

When that inevitable court case cane,
Judge Franklin Knoll said -- and this is his quote --
"How coul d you professionals be so far off in their
hydr ol ogy? What facts were not available to you? Your
engi neers, geol ogists, and other specialists all signed
off on this design."

And MhDOT attorney Lisa Crunb said that
MhDOT desi gn standards were based on reasonabl e
estimates. It is not good enough.

I nterstate 394 westbound in M nneapolis
Is de-watered daily at two and a half mllion gallons.
Drying up the soil renders the soil less able to
reabsorb the stormwater, which is problematic in our
time of climte change with alternate negastorns and
dr ought .

The Burns & McDonnel |l water study
estimated that 24,000 gallons a day woul d be pulled out

fromaround the tunnel.

Depo International, Inc.

(763) 591-0535 or (800) 591-9722 info@depointer national.com Page 54




Municipal Consent Public Meeting

8/27/2015
1 The skyway for the -- |'m concluding.
2  The skyway for the so-called Penn Avenue station is a
3 sort of burglary-rape trap because it is 99 steps down
4 into the ancient wetlands.
5 The sout hwest LRT was never planned to
6 nove bl ack northside residents or white Uptown
7 residents. Instead, you are going to H dden Beach,
8 which is the nude beach, the place where the cops and
9 the kids and the park board have fought and fought.
10 MR. DU NI NCK: Are you about finished?
11 M5. JEFFREY: | am about, yes.
12 The plan clearly threatens the fanous
13 Chain of Lakes in the city of | akes.
14 You have to wonder, then, what is the
15  purpose of the Southwest LRT? And | guess, it is $800
16 mllion in free federal noney, which is our tax nopney,
17 with another 800 mllion fromthe area.
18 The | eadership for this unfortunate
19  project has been dom nated by white, suburban people
200 wth tunnel vision.
21 MR, DU NI NCK: Can you pl ease wap up.
22 M5. JEFFREY: | believe it is tine to
23 rescope.
24 MR. DU NI NCK:  Thank you.
25 M5. JEFFREY: Rescope is what we are
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calling for.

MR, DU NI NCK:  Thank you. Next is Lynn
Levi ne.

M5. LEVINE: Lynn Levine, Bryn Mawr. |
represent a small group of very strong
environnental i sts --

MR. DU NI NCK: Before you start, the
next person is Jack Sparrow.

M5. LEVINE: -- called CURED, Citizens
Unw I ling to Rush Environnental Decisions. It was
formed in the first half of ny public life, when |
trusted people |like people sitting on this stage, nany
of whom | have been talking to over and over again for
the project.

When | got involved in the wetl ands, we
were assured that there would be no affect by putting
5,000 truckloads of fill into a wetland. Shortly after
that, the wetland had a big ditch around it, which was
illegal, but they had no choice. And we found out
that, if the Watershed District had been given false
I nformation by the people proposing that, they cannot
be hel d accountable. They cannot be sued because they
were acting in good faith on the information they were
gi ven.

This false information i s provi ded by
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peopl e who are hungry to do a certain project, possibly
to pronote their nane as a big founder of the Gty of
M nneapol i s, possibly for noney.

| think it should be a crinme to sell our
water for profit and to pronote businesses. |'m not
agai nst businesses. |'mnot against jobs. |'mnot
agai nst connecting North M nneapolis. But this is
going to do certain things, like put as low priority
getting the bus stations in North Mnneapolis. So
we're not really doing this for North M nneapolis.
We're doing this for people in the suburbs who want to
get to their corporate jobs sooner.

For our city, | amnot against rail
transit. | love the idea of transit. But when you
start to have the transit plan being noney-driven, when
you can reduce it by $250 mllion and it is still very
expensive, then we know there's sonething wong wth
the process. Well, this is a process we've seen before
with the M nnehaha Park, et cetera.

| no longer swmin the | akes, because

when | began studying this information to present for

the Col dwater Spring, | found out how bad our | ake
water is. That is absolutely not worth it. It really
iIs not. | nean, we were blessed to be a city of | akes.

And to trade our |akes so that we can have sone big
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1 project and make a whol e bunch of noney -- | don't
2 think for a mnute our environnent is going to be
3 protected by the studies by people who have a vested
4 interest init.
5 The subj ect of gl obal warm ng cane up.
6 W have a trenendous anount of tree |loss, which is just
7 clearly, clearly not good for the earth. And | agree
8 that transit is good for the earth, but not this one.
9 MR, DU NI NCK: Thank you. Next is Jack
10  Sparrow, followed by Conrad Segal .
11 MR. SPARRON M nane is Captain Jack
12 Sparrow. |'ma candidate for state senate in the
13 Mnneapolis District 62. | live at 3522 Bl oom ngton
14 Avenue Sout h.
15 In a tape-recorded conversation, TC&W
16 presi dent Mark Wegner said that, by federal |aw, TC&W
17 nust transport any chemicals it is asked to transport.
18 \Where gas is forned, it is heavier than air. It was
19  first used World War | as a chem cal weapon. More
20 recently, in Iraq and Syria, by governnent forces, as
21 well as ISIS. In light of this, ethanol is the | east
22 of our probl ens.
23 Bob Carney's pl an incorporates alignnent
24 wth the transportation needs, rather than for the
25 devel opers. Thank you.
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MR, DU NI NCK: Thank you. Next is
Conrad Segal, followed by David Ruebeck.

Conr ad?

MR, RUEBECK: Hi. David Ruebeck,
M nneapolis citizen and an advocate of transit.

| just want to register ny disapproval
with this plan. | think it is a waste of val uable
transit doll ars.

| also want to tal k about your inage
problem Metropolitan Council has a major inage
problem It all revolves around co-|location. As
nmentioned earlier by one of the advocate of the G een
Line, the fact that the federal governnent has no power
over freight rail has been known since the Roosevelt
years. An executive order by the president cannot nove
arail line.

| just learned that, naybe, six nonths
ago in researching the project. | would hope that your
| awyers woul d have known that sonme tinme ago. O maybe
they didn't, and that is a problem |If you knew about
the inability to nove the freight rail at the beginning
of this project and went on to have neeting after
neeting, decades, literally decades, of neetings about
these lines and relocating and here is where the

freight is going to go and here is where the LRT is
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going to go, why weren't we told at the beginning
freight rail likely won't nove at the first neeting of
the process. Let's figure that out at the begi nning.

Ckay. |If you didn't know about it, |
can't decide which is worse. Did you not know that
freight rail does not have to nobve on executive order
of the president of the United States? Either you knew
and were di singenuous and m sl eadi ng, or you didn't
know, and you were inconpetent. That is your inage
problemright there.

MR. DU NI NCK: Thanks. Lee Minnich,
foll owed by Andrew Leicester

MR MUNNICH. My nane is Lee Minni ch.
|"'ma resident of Bryn Maw in M nneapolis and live
near the proposed Penn Station.

First of all, I want to say I'malso a
menber of the Citizens Advisory Commttee and
appreciate the chance to work with Jennifer Munt and
co-chair on that process.

| al so study transportation at the
Hunphrey School and teach students about
transportati on.

| want to speak in support of this
project and say a few words about ny particul ar

perspectives. The Bryn Mawr Nei ghborhood Associ ati on,
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of which I ama nenber, has supported this corridor
over the years. And they have also particularly been
in favor of Penn Station and Van White Station.

Penn Station, because of its link from
Bryn Maw to the -- Bryn Maw residents, not only to
the light rail itself, but also to the park systens.
Since we don't have a good link currently, people
illegally cross the railroad tracks to get to the park
systemin that section. So this bridge would provide
us with that kind of |inkage.

It also will provide an inportant
| inkage to jobs for Mnneapolis residents in the
sout hwest corridor, which are only accessible via car
t hese days.

And, on Penn Avenue, if there's bus
transit provided, it will be a good |inkage from North
M nneapolis to this station.

I, finally, want to indicate that | went
to the workshop on the Kenilworth environnental process
that has been going on in terns of |andscape pl anni ng.
| was very inpressed with the plan for that corridor.
In fact, ny concern is that, perhaps, that would | ook
so good that the rest of the -- we don't have funding
to do that type of planning in the rest of the |ight

rail line. | amhoping that we can explore ways of
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doi ng that.

But I do think we need to think ahead
about what this will be. And one of the things it wll
do is provide access to people fromthroughout the
nmetropolitan area to that Kenilworth Corridor.

Wth the things that are being done to
renove invasive species, put in newtrees. There's a
| ot of really good plans for that area. So | am hopi ng
we can | ook ahead to what this will be and sone of the
positive benefits that are going to cone to al
residents of the netro area. Thank you.

MR. DU NI NCK:  Thank you. Andrew
Lei cester.

And next is Barbara Lunde or Lunde.

M5. LUNDE: |s Andrew here?

MR, DU NINCK: | don't think so.

M5. LUNDE: |'m Barbara Lunde,
representing nyself, a resident of M nneapolis.

And | certainly request for a vote of
the citizens for the light rail line. | |ive about a
hal f block fromthe present freight rail, which worries
me and would worry nme even nore if they build the
tunnel for light rail.

| wish -- there seens to be a | ot of

support for the Bottineau line. |f you want to go
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ahead with that to Eden Prairie, that m ght be a good
| dea.

And the people -- there are a | ot of
what the locals call cow paths, where people nove from
the western side to the eastern side of the freight
rail now And with the light rail going in, that wll
disturb a lot of the paths that are presently used
there. | think that should be taken into
consi derati on.

Thank you.

MR, DU NI NCK: Thank you. Next is
Mat hews Hol | i nshead and then Dave Van Haltum And that
is all the nanes | have.

MR, HOLLI NSHEAD: (Good eveni ng, nenbers
of the council and conmm ssioners. |'mthe conservation
chair of the North Star Chapter, 12,000 nenbers of the
Sierra Cub

The National Sierra Cub transportation
policy references rail as the best way to achieve
several objects, and so our chapter reflects that. W
have supported Sout hwest Light Rail since its
I ncepti on.

| want to just tell you that | have,
personal |y, several neetings per year, both in the

norning at 8:00 a.m and in the evening at 6:00 or 7:00
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p.m in the west netro. Wen | try to get to those
nmeetings, | run into a barrier, and the barrier is a
tangl e of hi ghways and roads and stoplights and

I ntersections and on-ranps and of f-ranps, and
beltlines. And at rush hour in the norning or evening,
it is alnost inpossible for ne to efficiently get to
those neetings and still make it on tinme. | live in

Hi ghl and Park in Saint Paul.

We, in the netro area, as you nust know,
have, | believe, 141 legally constituted cities. W
have 22 legally constituted townshi ps. W have 9
uni ncor porated conmunities, and we have 4 ghost towns,
according to WKki pedi a.

But from an econom c standpoint and from
an environnental standpoint, we have one city and one
city only. And for decades, that has been called the
nmetropolitan area of the Twwn Cties, and that nanme is
reflected in the council, in the nanme of the council.
That is what we have economcally. That is what we
have environnental |y.

| laud and appl aud and thank and
appreciate all of the cities, all of those 141 cities
who have created wal kabl e corners, wal kabl e projects,
m xed- use projects, bicycle plans, bicycle |Ianes,

conpl ete streets, pedestrian anenities, and facilities.
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1 But | will say that those things nean nmuch | ess than
2 they will nean when they are brought online. The way
3 they will be brought online is when we have a fast,
4 high-capacity netro-wde transit system and the answer
S tothat is rail.
6 There are a lot of |ogical concerns with
7 this alignment. | would suggest, as | have in the
8 past -- | want to reference our previous testinony in
9 all these previous neetings and i ncorporate that here.
10 We do not change that testinony. But |I would suggest
11 that those who oppose this line are not sitting in a
12 seat where they have to vote on the budget. They are
13  not sitting in the seat where they have to vote on the
14 project. They are not sitting in the seat where they
15 are responsible for inproving the air quality or water
16 quality or any other regional objective. They have
17  legitimte concerns, but they don't have the
18 responsibility.
19 No other alignnent will be easier. It
20 wll be no easier than this alignnent. Any other
21 alignnment will have equal problens and obstacles. W
22 don't plan this stuff well in the United States.
23 So | want to urge you to go forward with
24  this project. | think you've done the diligence, and |
25 think we need to get to a systemfroma coupl e of
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1 l'ines.

2 Thank you very nuch.

3 MR. DU NI NCK:  Thank you. Next is David
4 Van Hattum Right now, he is the |last one | have

5 signed up.

6 MR. VAN HATTUM Good evening. M/ nane

7 is Dave Van Hattum | ama M nneapolis resident and

8 work for Transit for Livable Communities.

9 Transit for Livable Comrunities has over
10 8,000 nenbers across the netro region. W believe in a
11 vision of nore transit, better biking and wal king. W
12 strongly support this project as currently designed.

13 Sout hwest LRT wi Il expand access to
14  jobs, reduce the high cost of transportation for nmany
15 famlies, and lower traffic noise and em ssions in our
16  nei ghbor hoods.
17 Light rail, in this alignnent, is the
18 best transportation alternative for the grow ng
19 population in the southwest netro. In 30 years,
20 M nneapolis wll grow by 40,000 peopl e and 68, 000 j obs
21 in Mnneapolis alone. So we need a |long-term strategy.
22 Light rail and this alignnent is the correct one.
23 This project is critical to our region's
24 future econony and environnent. MIllennials rank
25 transit anong the top three nost inportant features in
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determ ning where to live, and enpl oyers increasing
| ook for transit in choosing where to |ocate.

M nneapol i s has set inportant goals for
reduci ng greenhouse gas em ssions by 30 percent by
2025. W know that transportation needs to be a part
of that plan. W know that Southwest Light Rail wll
take nore than 10,000 cars off the road each day.
That's with the projections, not wwth the experience
we' ve been seeing on the existing Geen Line.

Li ke others, we applaud all the cities
al ong the corridor, Hennepin County, the Met Council,
and the project office for comng up with a w se
conprom se solution and conmtting funds to keep this
critical project noving forward.

Sonme will say this project is too
suburban focused. OQhers wll say it is too
M nneapol is focused. Transit for Livable Conmunities
believes it is the right regional investnent.

Let nme just touch on a couple of the
benefits for M nneapolis and the suburbs. For
M nneapolis, this allows our downtown to continue to
grow as the region's economc hub. It is critical for
our overall transportation system The |line also
provi des nuch needed reverse commute options from North

M nneapolis to substantial job vacancies in the
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sout hwest subur bs.

Benefits to sout hwest suburbs is getting
the residents efficiently to jobs throughout the
region, but also inproving the options to their
wor kpl aces. | had the opportunity to spend a | ot of
time in many of those workplaces in previous jobs.

To conclude, | would just like to say,

i ke others here tonight, | very nuch |ove and frequent
M nneapol i s parks and the Chain of Lakes. The LRT

tunnel and the portion of the Kenilworth Corridor nakes

sense. This alignnent will preserve the bike trail and
w Il be engineered to prevent any water degradati on.
We know that no alignnment wll serve

everyone. That is why Transit for Livable Communities
wi |l continue to organize and advocate for our

| egislature to fund and expand its system of bus, rail,
bi cycling, and wal ki ng connections across the netro
region and other across the state. It is tinme to nove

forward with the smart investnent in Southwest Light

Rai | .

Thank you.

MR, DU NI NCK:  Thank you, Dave.

That is everyone that signed up to
speak. | don't know if anyone el se signed up. | want

to thank everyone tonight for being here for the

Depo International, Inc.

(763) 591-0535 or (800) 591-9722 info@depointer national.com Page 68




Municipal Consent Public Meeting
8/27/2015

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

hearing of the Metropolitan Council, Hennepin County,
and the Railroad Authority. Everyone's testinony
tonight will be submtted as part of the project
record.

Met Council will continue to accept
comrents until 4:00 o' clock, Friday, Septenber 11th,

2015. And pl ease see our staff or the swirt.org

website for nore information about future city hearings

and your ability to provide comments in various ways.
Thank you everybody for being here. W
are finished with the neeting.
(Wher eupon, the TRANSCRI PT CF

PROCEEDI NGS was concl uded at 7:35 p.m)
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1  STATE OF M NNESOTA )
COUNTY OF ANCKA ) SS.
2 CERTI FI CATE
3 BE I T KNOMN that |, Julie A Brooks, took the
foregoi ng TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS;
4
5 That the foregoi ng TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS is a
true record of the testinony given by said w tnesses;
6
That | amnot related to any of the parties
7  hereto, nor an enployee of them nor interested in the
outcone of the action;
8
That the cost of the original has been charged to
9 the party who noticed the TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS,
and that all parties who ordered copi es have been
10 charged at the sane rate for such copies;
11 W TNESS MY HAND AND SEAL this 4th day of Septenber
2015.
12
13
14
15
16
17 Julie Brooks, Notary Public, RPR
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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