
 

 
 

Nonpoint Source Pollution (NPS) – What is it? 
 
Nonpoint source pollution affects the water quality of our streams, rivers and lakes and ultimately our ability to use 
those resources for fishing, swimming and boating activities, or as sources of drinking water. 
 
Nonpoint source pollution comes from many sources. Major sources include: 
 

 Nutrients and bacteria from improperly designed, constructed, or operated septic tank systems (see 
septic tank usage map on p. 2) 

 Excess fertilizers and pesticides from farms and lawns that flow through the soils into the groundwater, or 
flow overland during heavy rains 

 Soils and debris that come from improperly managed construction sites, eroding farmland and stream 
channels 

 Nutrients, oil, asbestos, heavy metals, leaves and de-icing chemicals from road and street surfaces 

 Animal wastes from feedlots and uncontrolled urban animals and other organic matter such as leaves and 
grass clippings 

 Pollutants deposited by wind and rainfall 
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This map shows the estimated number of septic systems by community for many of the townships is from the 
Council's 1997 household estimates. A few data points are from a 1995 Council study of septic systems. The 
Metropolitan Council has sponsored the development of a database that can be used by communities to manage 
and track individual sewage treatment systems (ISTS).  


