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PROCEEDI NGS

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N:  Good evening. |
will call to order this hearing. | apol ogize for the
technical difficulties here.

|''m Peter McLaughlin, and |I'm Chair of
Hennepi n County Regional Railroad Authority. | am
pl eased to wel cone you here tonight to the last of three
public hearings to receive comments on the Sout hwest
Transitway Draft Environnental |npact Statenent, or the
DEIS as it is called. W're happy to see all of you here
tonight. The attendance has been good at all of these
hearings. It's inportant to have that participation as
we explore the devel opnent on the Sout hwest |ine.

The Southwest line wll be the region's
third LRT line. [It's a critical link in the regional
transit system It's estimated to serve 30,000 trips per
day and to provide access to nore than 270,000 jobs in
this corridor in the relatively near future. That
I ncl udes, as you all probably know, major corporations;
Cargill and United Health just to nane a few

In addition, this line will provide a |ink
to sone of the greatest anenities wthin the region,
whether it be the regional park system the Wil ker Art
Institute and Scul pture Garden, the Hopkins Center for

the Arts, all the way to the University of Mnnesota on a
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single seat ride through Downtown, the Dunwoody

I nstitute, Hennepin Technical College, as well as mjor
sports facilities at the Metrodone, Target Center, and
Tar get Fi el d.

It's also going to allow residents of the
Sout hwest Metro to connect easily and quickly to Downt own
to Mnneapolis, the Capitol in Downtown St. Paul, easy
transfers to the airport and the Mall of Anerica. At the
sane tinme, it wll allowresidents of North M nneapolis,
St. Paul, and the rest of the region to access jobs out
here along this corridor fromthe Southwest region.

So it's ny pleasure to wel cone you here
today. | want to nention that in Chapter 8 of the Draft
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent, published in Cctober of
this year, an error was nmade by the consulting firm
which incorrectly stated the cost estinmate for the LRT
3A-1 colocation alternative, which the cost was
understated by $100 mllion. This correction was caught
by our staff, and the staff at the Metro Transit, and we
wanted to nmake sure that as soon as we becane aware that
it actually had reappeared in the final version, that
everyone was inforned of the error that was nmade prior to
the close of the Draft Environnental |npact Statenent
public comment period, which is scheduled to close on

Decenber 31st.
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Public coments that were received prior to

I ssuance of this correction will not be affected.
They're still part of the public record. It won't be
altered in any way and will be included fully in the
record of comments that will be received by the

Metropolitan Council and the Federal Transit
Adm ni stration during the final environnental inpact
st at enent process.

So with that, I would turn to ny coll eague,
who represents a portion of Eden Prairie and the
Sout hwest |ine, Jan Callison.

COW SSI ONER CALLI SON: Good evening. |
wll speak as loudly as | can. [I'mJan Callison. |
represent the northern third of Eden Prairie, as well as
Hopki ns and Edina, all cities that are either on the
route or adjacent to the route, so | also want to wel cone
you here tonight.

Pl anni ng for the Sout hwest project began
many years ago by the Hennepin County Regional Railroad
Aut hority, which was interested in inproving transit and
service for the grow ng Sout hwest Metro area. After many
years of analysis and nunerous studi es, the Hennepin
County Regional Rail Authority and the Partner G ties
recomended that an LRT |ine brought through Kenilworth

area of M nneapolis, through St. Louis Park and Hopkins,
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t hrough the Opus area of M nnetonka and the Gol den
Triangle area of Eden Prairie nade sense.

Thi s recommendati on was sent to the
Metropolitan Council -- | think it's on -- which then
selected that route as what is called the locally
preferred alternative in May of 2010. Now I'll have to
speak nore softly.

This was one of the first major ml estones
for the Sout hwest LRT project on its journey froman idea
to reality. This was foll owed by approval in Septenber
2011 fromthe Federal Transit Adm nistration, or FTA,
that the project could enter the Federal New Starts
Program and proceed with prelimnary engi neering.

Sout hwest LRT is one of only 12 projects nationw de to
achieve this status.

Recently the OGbama Adm nistration
desi gnat ed Sout hwest LRT as a project under their W
Can't Wait Program where projects are expedited through
the permt and review process through early coordination
and col | aborati on anongst agencies. And at the State
| evel , the Sout hwest LRT project received $2 million in
DEED funds fromthe Governnent, which denonstrates the
State commtnent to this project.

In Cctober, with the | ong-awaited rel ease

of the DEIS, the Southwest LRT project achieved anot her
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mlestone. This docunent is an inportant step in the
devel opnent of the mmjor infrastructure project like
Southwest. The DEIS is intended to provided for the full
and open di scl osure of the potential inpacts and
potential mtigation for the proposed Sout hwest LRT
project. Comments submtted on the DEIS wll help to
shape what is evaluated during the prelimnary
engi neering process and the Final Environnental | npact
Statenent, or FEIS.

Hennepi n County al so established the
Sout hwest LRT as a community works project as an
I nnovative nmechanismto coordinate inplenentation of LRT
with | and use and econon c devel opnent. So this major
regional transit investnent will benefit residents,
busi nesses, and communities and provide opportunities for
us all.

"Il turn it back over to you.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you,
Commi ssi oner Callison.

So the goal of the Environnental |npact
Statenent is to provide the public and public agencies,
busi nesses, and the whole comunity with full disclosure
of the potential inpacts of this project and possible
ways to mtigate those inpacts. That's the purpose of

t he Environnental | npact Statenent.
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The FTA has chosen to extend the coment
period until 5:00 p.m on Decenber 31st. And these
comments are inportant because they help to shape the
wor k of the Metropolitan Council on the -- which will be
| eading this project as we go forward during the
prelimnary engineering process, and they wll be
reflected in the final Environnental | npact Statenent.

Toni ght we're here as representatives of
t he Hennepin County Regional Railroad Authority to listen
to your comments. The purpose of this hearing and the
other two that occurred earlier is to provided the public
Wi th the opportunity to give verbal comments on the DElS.
In addition to providing verbal comments this evening,
coments can al so be submtted via e-mail at
swcorridor @o. hennepi n. m. us; wcoori dor @ohennepi n. M. us;
or via U S. Mil to Hennepin County, 701 4th Avenue
Sout h, Suite 400, M nneapolis 55015.

Comments provided in witing receive the
sanme wei ght as comments received during the public
hearings, so there's no differentiation in terns of the
wei ght afforded to the comments depending on the forumin
whi ch they're offered.

For this DEI'S, Hennepin County is the state
responsi bl e governnental unit, or RGJ, the Federal

Transit Adm nistration is the |ead federal agency; and
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1 the Metropolitan Council is the |ocal project sponsor.

2 Comments received during this public coment period,

3 whi ch extends through Decenber 31st, are being collected
4 by Hennepin County and will be provided to the

5 Metropolitan Council and the FTA. Al substantive

6 comments received wll be responded to during the

7 prelimnary engi neering FEI'S phases of project

8 devel opnent. The County Railroad Authority will continue
9 to be a strong partner as the project noves forward under
10 the | eadership of the FTA and the Metropolitan Council.
11 In ternms of |ogistics for the evening, the
12 rules are the sane as the -- in our previous hearings.

13 Each speaker will have three mnutes to provide his or

14 her comments. The speakers will be given a signal on

15 timng to help them gauge the pace of their comments, a
16 signal for two mnutes renai ning, and then a one-m nute
17 remai ning signal. And then at the end of the three

18 m nutes, we'd ask you to wap up your comments.

19 Comments are being transcribed for the
20 formal record by a stenographer. Speakers should clearly
21 state their nane, address, and organization, if they
22 represent one, if any. And the people should Ilimt their
23 comments to the Sout hwest Draft Environnmental | npact
24 Statenent. Witten statenents, in addition to oral
25 coments, are also very nuch welcone and will be added to
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1 the formal record of oral comments received.

2 Speakers in the audi ence are asked to

3 conduct thenselves in a respectful manner. That's been

4 the practice here over the last two hearings. W ask you
5 to be courteous to all who have cone here tonight to

6 speak and share their comments; and, in that regard, we

7 ask that there be no clapping, cheering, booing, or other
8 actions that mght disrupt. So that's -- those are the

9 rules of the gane, and we'd ask you to abide by those

10 t oni ght .

11 So with that, I will -- 1 will take

12 testinony here. W have a |list of people who have signed
13 up. The sign-up is continuing. You can sign up out

14 front. And, frankly, at the end, if you haven't

15 testified and wsh to do so, we'll take hands at the end,
16 as well, and people can approach the m c w thout having
17 signed up. So again, we ask you to state your nane and
18 address; and if you represent an organi zation, to state
19 that and try to abide by the three-m nute warning.
20 The first speaker on ny list who's signed
21 up i s Jason Wedel or Wedel -- Wedel. Okay -- fromAllan
22 Mechani cal .  Wel cone, sir.
23 MR. WEDEL: Thank you, Comm ssioner.
24 We really appreciate the opportunity to
25 provi de our comments this evening. Again, | am Jason
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Wedel. M address is 7875 Fuller Road in Eden Prairie.
|"mrepresenting Allan Mechanical, a business that is
owned by ny father and brother. W're commenting this
eveni ng about the Draft Environnental |npact Statenent.

There are four proposed operation and
mai nt enance facility locations. One of those |ocations
woul d -- details acquiring our property, or acquiring our
property to construct that; so we wanted to go on record
as being opposed to the acquisition of our property for
t hat operation and nmai ntenance facility for a nunber of
reasons. |'ve got five I'd like to go through quickly.

First, our property is very unique in that
the current zoning allows outdoor storage. That's
critical for our business. W are a comercial heating
and air-conditioning business. W get |arge equi pnent
delivered to our property and stockpiled, and we store it
outside. Anyone famliar with |ocal city planning, it's
very difficult to find |ocations where outdoor storage is
avai l able, so that's critical for us.

Secondly, we have i medi ate access to
County Highway 5 where the road intersects County H ghway
5 where the highway turns into freeway. It works
wonderful for us. W're able to service our clients
t hroughout the entire Metro area.

Thirdly, we now have enough room on our
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property when we purchased it because of that, so we have
pl ans for an expansion. W' ve gone through the expense
of doing sone planning for our building and had tal ks
wth the CGties on how we can accommbdate our growh in
the future. Any relocation would prohibit that.

Fourthly, we do have a cell phone tower
that currently | eases property fromus. That's a source
of revenue for us; and if we were forced to relocate, we
woul d | ose that potential revenue stream

Lastly, we have a |lot of very expensive and
speci al i zed equi pnment that we use to construct duct
wor ki ng and ot her conponents that are critical to heating
and air-conditioning systens, and so to have to rel ocate
our busi ness and nove el sewhere woul d be very expensive.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
much.

VMR. VWEDEL: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N:  Randy Nei s, and
then Geoffrey Jarpe on deck after that.

How d | do on your nane?

MR WLLIAMS: | am not Randy Neis.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N Ckay.

MR WLLIAMS: He's back there, and |I'm
speaki ng on behal f of our organization.

| am Steve WIIlians, on behalf of Bobby and
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Steve's Auto Worl d.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN:  Are you Steve?
The Steve?

MR. WLLIAMS: There's two Steves. W
happen to have both Steves in the neeting here tonight.

But al so recogni ze that Steve Anderson and
his wife Erin are here representing our organi zation.

And | amcertain that you comm ssioners are
going to hear a | ot of opposition, and probably sone in
favor, depending on who's inpacted and what alignnment you
ultimately choose.

What nmakes our situation a little bit
different, we wanted to be here to go on the record as
bei ng opposed to, and it's not alignnent that you' ve got
drawn right now Eden Prairie is actually |ooking at
changing the alignnent through the city here and getting
it closer to the -- the mall, which would go down -- one
of the proposals is down Singletree.

And what makes our situation really -- |
hate to use this word -- crimnal, but we just built this
flagship store with the help of the city council of Eden
Prairie, and nine nonths, 10 nonths after we build it,
they cone to us saying that there's a proposal of
realigning the light rail down Singletree. WlIl, that's

the entrance of our new flagship store in Eden Prairie.
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And it was just an absolute shock that we woul d have such
a close working relationship with Eden Prairie in
bui |l ding our facility across fromthe mall only to have
them 10 nonths later tell us that they are | ooking at one
of three options to realign the light rail.

And so | want to go on record as strongly
opposing the light rail going down Singletree and the
| npact. Obviously, if you | ook at what happened to
Uni versity businesses, it's a negative inpact at any --
any route that you take, I'msure. But to all of a
sudden have them pronoting a Singletree alignnent when

they were pronoting us 10 nonths earlier would be

shamef ul .

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
much.

Geof frey Jarpe, and Barbara Fl eet on
deck.

MR. JARPE: Thank you, M. Chairman. It's
Jarpe, Geoff Jarpe. |I'mwth the Mnneapolis law firm

Masl on Edel man Borman & Brand. We represent the owner of
the building | ocated at 11455 Viking Drive. That
building is an office building that houses the branch of
t he BMO Bank, and that building had been there for quite
a nunber of years. |It's a real asset to the area. |

want to speak against the locally preferred alternative
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i n one respect, insofar as it inpacts in a very negative
way the bank buil di ng.

A very large bridge is slated to be
constructed over the highways in the imediate vicinity
of the bank and right next to the bank. And |I submtted
a brief letter this past Mnday in accordance with the
Notice of Hearing and the criteria laid out in the DElIS.
And | want to reiterate that we do not think, nunber one,
that the negative inpacts have been adequately addressed
In the draft EIS insofar as this specific property is
concer ned.

And, secondly, we think that the
alternatives to building that bridge have not been
adequately considered and dealt with in this draft EIS.
We think that they -- both of those issues need to be
addressed. They need to be addressed specifically and in
detail .

Now, having said all that, | want to state
that on behalf of the owners we stand ready, willing, and
able to sit down with the appropriate people, happy to do
that, and see if we can work out sonething here and
expl ain our concerns, which are very serious, in greater
detail.

Thank you for the opportunity to be

hear d.
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1 COWM SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN:  You did say you

2 submtted sonme witten comments?

3 MR. JARPE: Belt and suspenders, M.

4 | Chairman. The letter went in this past Mnday, and |

5| wanted to reiterate our concerns here this evening.

6 COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N Very good. Thank
7 you.

8 Next we have Barbara Fleet, and El ai ne

9 Rot hman after her.

10 Wl cone.

11 M5. FLEET: Welcone. M nane is Barbara

12 Fleet. | live at the Southwest Station condos. It's

13 13570 Technology Drive. And | amtotally opposed to this
14 light rail going from Sout hwest Metro station to M tchell
15 Road. It would be in between H ghway 5 and the condos,
16 | within just a couple feet fromour buil ding.

17 First of all, | can't even believe they

18 even thought of it. | nean, there's absolutely no room
19| And, also, | nean, | can think of all the reasons. The
20 noise, it's a total -- it would be a total eyesore. The
21 close proximty is a total invasion of our privacy.
22 There's 237 condo units that were just
23 built six years ago wth about 500 residents that this
24 | would affect. The vibration -- it's not just a train
25 that is going through once an hour. It's every seven and
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1 a half mnutes. That's a lot. And the condos were built
2 on the wetlands, and we al ready know from t he Sout hwest

3 Metro station that they've had horrific problens with the
4 settl enent of the pavenent just in the |last couple years.
5 Wll, this could do total structural damage to our

6 buil di ng. That's 237 condos.

7 Also, | think about all aspects of this.

8 | You're tal king about inner city people, sone very

9 undesi rabl e peopl e maybe conming out on the light rail to
10 t he nunber one city -- voted the nunber one city in the
11| whole U S. comng out. This could totally -- it could

12 I ncrease the crinme, which could totally affect Eden

13 Prairie forever. Let's see here...

14 If it does go through, | personally woul d
15 think it should stop at the Eden Prairie Town Center and
16 not even cone into the Sout hwest hub because of the

17 | wetlands, should stop there and then be redirected

18 sonewhere else. But truly, in ny heart, in this econony,
19 | think it's -- the noney could be better spent sonmewhere
20 el se.
21 | think that the buses -- | think they're
22 wonder ful buses, they're luxury buses, they nove right
23 al ong the express lane. | think they're doing -- it just
24 does great. And it's alnost really sinful to even think
25 about spending this anmount of -- obscene anount of noney
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on the light rail at this point in tinme in the econony
That's it.
COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very

much.
El ai ne Rot hman, and then Mario Colloly.
M5. ROTHVAN. Hi. M nane is Elaine
Rothman. | |ive at 5305 Beachside Drive. And if you
were to cone to ny townhouse, | live right on the

rai |l road, Canadian Pacific Line, and the Twin Gty
railroad that's using it.

We are constantly bonbarded by the noise

fromthe railroad, the vibration fromthe railroad. M

unit seens to be the stopping point for the -- I'mtol

the Twn Gty line picks up all the cars in St. Paul and

brings it all the way through, and then it cones to wh
| sit, and they stop, and you get the bang, bang, bang
bang, bang. And then they uncouple in Hopkins, and th
t hey cone back; and then they go forward, and then the
conme back; and it's constant.

Today it was all day. 8 to 10 at night,
you cannot have the w ndows or the doors open in the
summertinme. It's very hard to hear. [|t's enornous
noise. And I'mlosing -- erosion, ny yard is being
eroded by these constant vibrations. And now you're

going to bring those rail -- the light rail line in ab

d

ere

en

y

out
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two bl ocks away. You're saying it goes right up over the
bl ocking, and that's a -- | can't see that. |[|f you take
a look at the railroad and what it's doing up there, and

then you're going to put the light rail station right

t here.

We al so have the landfill issue right
there, and I don't know if that's a -- but right now
Hopkins landfill is building this huge, huge nountain in

there, and that is going to sit right beside the |ight
rail. But if you take the Twin City line out, I'll take
the light rail; but both of themtogether, it's going to

coupl e and doubl e what we al ready experience. Thank

you.
COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
much.
Mario Colloly, and Brian Payne next.
COWMM SSI ONER MCcLAUGHLI N: Wl cone.
MR. COLLOLY: Good afternoon. M nane is
the Mario Colloly. I live at 3301 (inaudible) South in
M nneapolis. | ama nenber of the Center of Wbrkers

United in Struggle that organi zes | ow wage workers,
mai nly organizing wwth immgrant, Latino immgrants in
the Twin Gties.

W have -- over the five years that we've

exi sted, we've been able to recover over $550,000 in
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unpai d wages to workers. W' ve al so been able to change
policies at 20 conpanies that were in direct violation of
the federal and state | abor laws to be able to inprove
wor ki ng conditions for over 2,000 | ow wage workers.

A lot of our nenbers either live or work
along the projected routes for the Southwest line. W
know t hat the Southwest line is going to -- is a very
positive thing for our community that's going to be able
to allow for nore opportunities for jobs. But we also
feel there is a need for a deeper analysis in terns of
the inpact that it could have on | ow wage workers. W
see that |large enployers are going to only benefit
economcally significantly fromthis project, but there's
a need for a deeper study in ternms of | ow wage workers
who work along the route.

W see the exanple of the H awat ha Li ne out
of the Mall of America. A lot of the workers who are
working at Mall of Anerica are still earning poverty
| evel wages, and often we've partnered with workers who
aren't even paid m nimumwage. At the sanme tine the
busi nesses at Mall of Anmerica benefited significantly by
gaining nore clients although the workers who were there
didn't see an econom c I nprovenent, SO we are proposing
that there would be a study | ooking into the working

condi tions and wages for the workers who currently work
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along the line and then a followup study after the |ine
IS done to see has there been a change. Wat is the
| npact on | ow wage workers.

Thank you for opening the time to be able
to hear fromus, and thank you for |istening to us.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
much.

Next we have Brian Payne, and then John Lee
Bri an.

MR. PAYNE: And so ny nane is Brian Payne.
| also work at the sane organization that Mario just
mentioned. | live at 3508 QGakl and Avenue South in
M nneapolis. And, again, our organization represents a
nunber of workers who |ive and work along the proposed
routes, and that's why we're here tonight.

So we're about to see the Sout hwest Transit
rail project take significant steps to engage the diverse
popul ations who live in the areas that would be served by
the project in a forumsuch as this. |It's an inportant
step towards engaging |ow inconme mnority populations in
the process of the devel opnent of the Southwest Transit
proj ect .

We'd like to bring up two other points that
are mssing particularly in this study in terns of nore

deeply understanding the economc effects on | ow i ncone
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m nority populations. First, when we | ooked at the
preparers, the list of preparers of the docunents,

they' re nostly enployees of two |large private consulting
firms. To ny know edge, there are no | ow incone mnority
menbers of the community represented in that |ist of
preparers. This means that both |low incone and mnority
popul ations didn't play a key role in researching and
preparing the study about their own community, and that
all of the funding that went towards researching
preparing the study went to |large private conpani es,
rather than towards the low incone mnority popul ati ons
who and/or work in the areas that woul d be effected by
this project.

In fact, it appears that individuals who
al ready have access to good jobs and who do not |ive and
work in the areas that will be served by the project are
paid to do research and prepare docunents about the
potential inpacts on low income and mnority popul ati ons
who do work in the areas that wll be served by the
project. Then |low incone and minority nenbers of the
community are expected to volunteer their tine to cone to
public foruns while other people are paid to do it.

Low i ncone and mnority popul ati ons who
| ive and work al ong proposed routes for public transit

shoul d be engaged directly in researching potenti al
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econom c effects of proposed transit routes on their
communi ties and shoul d benefit fromresources invested in
research.

To renedy the situation, we propose
creating partnershi ps between the comunity organi zations
that represent | ow incone and mnority popul ati ons and
the center for transportation studies or either simlar
organi zations of the University of M nnesota where the
organi zations can hire and train nenbers of the community
to do surveys in the community, and academ c partners can
provide the scientific and statistical analysis for the
I nformati on provi ded.

Thi s project can go beyond just researching
potential economc inpacts. It will also provide
I nformati on about workers rights and about organizations
and the governnent agencies that defend those rights.
This will be an inportant step towards ensuring that
simlar work in those organizations are not perpetuated
al ong the Sout hwest |ine, as what was nentioned on the
H awat ha | i ne.

Secondly, we're also | ooking at the
accessibility to the construction jobs that are going to
cone out fromthis project. The counties in the
surrounding Metro area say that 22 to 32 percent of those

jobs are going to be construction jobs and should be
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available to the mnority community -- to mnorities
popul ations. That goal is very rarely nmet in the
community and may lead to specific restrictions that
prevent mnority popul ations from doi ng those jobs; so we
propose | ooking into what they are -- what those
restrictions are and why they're in place.

Thank you very nuch for your tine.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN:  We have been
joined by Jennifer Mundt fromthe Metropolitan Council
over there and State Representative El ect Yvonne Sel cer
in the front row

Congratul ati ons on your election. As a
former House nmenber, | truly want to wel cone you to the
House of Representatives. |It's a great experience, SO
t hank you for representing those in the community here.

Al right. Next we have John Lee, and then
Cheryl Bol don.

M. Lee, wel cone.

MR. LEE: Thank you. |'mJohn Lee. | live
at 5281 Beachside Drive in Mnnetonka. | want to address
the issue of rail congestion that we will suffer from

The current freight line, referred to as
t he Bass Lake Spur, the scourge of M nnetonka, runs
t hrough our nei ghborhood. Now, it was built a hundred

years ago when M nnetonka and Hopki ns were not densely
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1 popul ated, and it nmde perfect sense.

2 Today that's not the case. It's a

3 congested area. Qur neighborhood is going to be at the

4 confluence of the freight line currently |eased by the

5 TC&W and the light rail line. W're going to be hemed

6 by railroads. W're all wlling to pay a price for

7 progress, but | know you're having an issue with that

8 freight line in St. Louis Park, as well; highly

9 controversial, |lawsuits threatened.

10 Has the Council -- in studying the rail

11 lines, there is an option for relocating the frei ght west

12 of the Twwn Gties. So ny question is has the Counci

13 considered that? They're currently proposing to nove the

14 freight line out of the Kenilworth corridor through St.

15 Louis Park. Highly controversial. You ve got to nove it

16 anyways. Wy not | ook at going back a step. Let's back

17 it up into rural Mnnesota, western Mnnesota -- that's

18 the area it primarily serves -- and reroute it there, and

19 then bring it into the Twwn Cties, and see if they kil

20 two birds with one stone. That's ny reason for being

21 her e.

22 COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very

23 much for your comments.

24 Cheryl Boldon, and then -- the person who

25 | was taking the nanes couldn't read the |ast nane -- Janes
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fromSt. Paul from | BEW Local 160.

M5. BOLDON: H . M nane is Cheryl Bol don,
and | represent Sout hwest Station, L.L.C and Sout hwest
Station Managenent, L.L.C. Address is 12900 through
13300 Technol ogy Drive in Eden Prairie.

First, 1'd just like to say the biggest
I ssue that | have is the concern over the significant
si nking that we have on our site. W have sunk as nuch
as three feet. And with -- | have great concerns about
t he underground tunnel and the subsidence from di sturbed
subsoils for the underground tunnel and the tenporary
dewat eri ng associated with the LRT construction and the
possi bl e pernmanent dewatering of the tunnel if the
groundwater is at 8 feet at that point, then the proposed
tunnel is going to be knocked down 26 feet.

| woul d suggest that the light rail cross
abovegrade so as not to interfere with traffic crossing
after it. Next it is apparent that the nodels used to
assess the nunber of parking spaces needed to adequately
handl e the estimated ridership nust be re-evaluated. W
have a sprawing netro area, which if not the nost
sprawming of all the states is definitely in the top
three. As such, carpooling and hi gher density housing
nodel s from across the country do not adequately

illustrate the parking demands.
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Just like the bus, Park and Ri de and
Sout hwest Station was built into obsol escence fromthe
day it was constructed. This is -- the concern | have is
that we're using the sane simlar flawed data. This
m scal cul ati on of nuch needed parking has put an unfair
demand and a nonitoring burden on the owners of the
surface parking lots at Sout hwest Station. M concern is
that this further erroneous assessnent will create even
great er hardshi ps.

Then there is an error in the DEIS on page
355 of Appendix HL. It shows 13000 Technol ogy Drive and
3E parcel as having 175 existing parking spaces. In
reality that parcel has 49 spaces. Ruby Tuesday, | ocated
at 12900 Technol ogy Drive, and Anchor Bank, |ocated at
12950 Technol ogy Drive, conbined have in excess of 175
parking stalls. So I'mnot clear what they're actually
referring to in that.

And | also am concerned that there appears
to be no consideration for businesses related to
construction, staging, noise, and high |evel vibrations.
It seens |like a major om ssion of the DEIS. | had a
nati onal shoppi ng center expert, Max Ranstead, cane out
and | ooked at the center, and he said the center wll be
destroyed. And you show a taking of Anchor Bank, but not
a taking of Ruby Tuesday; but you are taking all of Ruby
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Tuesday' s par ki ng.

So | do not understand how you can | eave a
building with no parking, so I'mlosing ny extra parKking
Santorini is losing all of their extra parking, and Ruby
Tuesday's is losing a hundred percent of their parking,
but yet their building remains. |t just nakes no | ogical
sense. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very

much.

Janmes, you're next; and WAanda Prescott
after that.

MR. SAMUELSON: My nane's Janes Sanuel son.
I"'mwith the | BEWLocal 160. | do the political
coordinating work for our local. |'ve been very active
inthis light rail project. It enploys a |ot of our

menbers throughout the whole system Once it becones a
running line totally, we enploy our nenbers with the
Metro Transit.

Al'so, in 2010 we had tal ked a | ot about
j obs, jobs, jobs. Wll, these things have not gone away,
tal king about it; but with other cities noving forward,
| i ke Denver and Houston, we can't sit on the back burner
in Mnneapolis, St. Paul, and in the surroundi ng area and
go in the back steps here like -- so this project wll

nove our state into a major growth area.

612-339-0545 * Paradigm Reporting & Captioning * 800-545-9668 #67545

www.paradigmreporting.com




Public Hearing, 11/29/2012 Page: 28

© 00 N oo o B~ wWw N P

N DN D N MNMNDNN P P PP PR
o A W N P O ©O 00O N O O A W N +—, O

So we need to nove this to get jobs.
There's a ot of factories down this way. | live
Downtown St. Paul. | have -- I'mthree blocks fromthe
depot, which is having their grand opening this Saturday.
"' m 1l ooking forward to soneday getting on that |ine and
travel anywhere | possibly can, so...

There was a gentleman here earlier talking
about the industry for I ow incone people to get around.
Wth the cost of gas nowadays, a |lot of those people
can't even afford a car. You can put $1.75 in the neter,
and you're off to your job down here in one of these
factories. So |I'mlooking forward to this |Iine being

built and keep our nenbers in a living wage job. Thank

you.
COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
much.
Wanda Prescott, followed by Steve
WIlians.
Vel cone.
M5. PRESCOTT: Welcone. |[|'mWanda fromthe

Ri dgedal e Group i n Oraha, Nebraska; and | represent the
Cl arenont Apartnents on Snetana Drive.

We're very concerned in regards to the
light rail going wwthin 90 feet away fromthe backsi de of

all five of our buildings. Right now there's an existing
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trail and wooded area. People rent those apartnents
because of that serene environnent, and to have a train
cone through 332 tines a day would be very adverse for
the residents there.

Due to the frequency, the visual noise, the
vi bration, and inpact, we really feel |Iike we would | ose
a lot of residents that currently pay a premumrate to
have a trail viewright now Also the tenporary inpacts
of construction disturbance, tree renoval, and grading,
soi | conpaction, again, would be a great disruption to
our residents; also, the visual, the sight of trains
frequently passing by their w ndows roughly 90 feet away
where now, again, they have trees and quiet; the headl anp
fromthe train sweeping by, and also the tenants
know edge of hundreds of people passing by their w ndow
every night, again, within 90 feet; also, the noise, the
sound of the trains going through.

We understand that M nnetonka has a qui et
zone ordinance in effect right now, but the Gty doesn't
know if the LRT project will conply with that because of
t he border on Hopkins; so again we're very concerned
about the noise and the train horns, the warning bells,
and also the vibration, the settling of our buildings.
We are built on a wetland, so we're very concerned about

t he conti nual vibration.
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Jerry Van, from our devel opnent departnent, witten
concerns, as well. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
much.

MR. STRATE: | guess you'll have to put the
Jeff Strate filter on.

My nane is Jeff Strate. | live at 15020
Summrer Hi Il Drive, Eden Prairie. Tonight | represent
nyself. |'ve been an advocate for light rail transit for
15, 16 years here and an advocate for trails. I'monly

going to speak on a few things that |

W have also submtted in witing from

Steve WIIlians.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:
COWM SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N:
That was okay.

Jeff Strate, followed by John Ni ckl ow.

saw and suspect

He al ready spoke.
Al r eady spoke.

need nore study for the Draft Environnental Statenent.
Sonme have been nentioned already, but |I'll repeat them
qui ckly.

| still don't know if there is a need to
extend light rail transit at this tinme or in the next 15

years to Mtchell Road, and | parrot the concerns of

about the wetlands in that area. They have caused

problens with construction in that area ever since |'ve
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| ived here, which is about 19 years right now.

Also, |'mvery concerned about the future
of our Southwest Transit bus system |[It's a wonderful
comut er bus system and | want to know nore about how
that's going to be integrated into the collaboration with
the light rail transit. WII it becone -- wll it remain
a comuter systemto the U? | hope it does because we're
going to need both. And | also hope it can expand its
service westward to, say, Mll of Anerica.

" mal so very concerned about the grade
crossing at Valley View Road near H ghway 112. That's an
at-grade crossing. That is one of the nost congested
i ntersections in Eden Prairie, and I recommend seriously
| ooki ng at tunneling underneath that intersection. It's
difficult enough as it is to get through there every day,
except after 9:00 at night.

| also wanted to see nore future
consi deration for express service 20 years down the |ine
bet ween Hopki ns and Downt own M nneapolis. | know you're
having a difficult tinme right now figuring out all these
chal l enges to the draft, but that should be thought of.
| think we do have enough right-of-way to consider that,
at least to get us thinking, because there are a | ot of
stops on this thing.

It's going to be slow to get into Downt own

612-339-0545 * Paradigm Reporting & Captioning * 800-545-9668 #67545
www.paradigmreporting.com



Public Hearing, 11/29/2012 Page: 32

1 M nneapolis fromEden Prairie, and | really believe that
2 I f a nunber of stops can be routed al ong those stations
3 between St. Louis Park and Downtown M nneapolis, that
4 | that would really increase service for our commuters out
5 her e.
6 |"'malso siding wth the people in St.
7 Louis Park that grave concerns about additional railroad
8 travel through there. | amdelighted that this Sout hwest
9 LRT is going to serve Qpus in M nnetonka and Gol den
10 Triangle in Eden Prairie; not only for our businesses,
11 but also for future affordable housing, and that's goi ng
12 to go both to seniors and people fromother parts of the
13 state. Thank you very nuch.
14 COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you.
15 John Nicklow, and then Patty Schmtz.
16 Wl cone.
17 MR. NI CKLOW Thank you. Hello. M nane
18 I's John Nicklow, and I'mrepresenting ny famly's
19 busi ness at Santorini down the road at 13000 Technol ogy
20 Drive.
21 COWM SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN: | think you're
22 going to have to stand up. That mc is pretty hot.
23 MR NICKLOW Is it hot? ay. |I|Is here
24 good?
25 COWM SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N:  Yeah.
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MR. NI CKLOW Qur business currently
depends on the parking | ot surrounded by the Sout hwest
Transit bus station. There are currently seven
restaurants and one bank. So seven out of the eight
busi nesses have the sane peak hours.

The plan that is currently favored by the
commttee would put a second parking ranp, taking up a
third of the current parking spots, basically nmaking a --
changing currently a stressed parking situation into a
di saster. And ny concerns go beyond the finish |line and
kind of peak with the construction and the disruption
t hat woul d cause.

The ease at which our custoners could cone
and visit our restaurant is a grave concern of ours. The
restaurant industry is based on providing food and dri nk
for the conveni ence of our custoners. Take away the
conveni ence, and the custoners wll respond by finding a
nore convenient |location | eaving us dead in the water.

My concern is to be able to keep our
busi ness at current levels or better and would |ike the
opportunity to discuss this with you further beyond this
nmeet i ng.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you for
your conments.

Patty Schmtz is next, and then Tom
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1 Schust er.

2 Wl cone.

3 M5. SCHM TZ: Thank you. M/ nane is Patty
4 Schmtz. | live at 2806 Dean Parkway, and |'m speaking

5 on behalf of nyself and ny husband Al ex Deitz.

6 First of all, | want to say that | ama big
7 supporter of light rail transit. | lived in the

8 | Washington, D.C. area for four years, and | took -- |

9 took the Metro to work three or four tinmes a week; so I'm
10 really pleased that the Twn G ties continue to nove

11 light rail forward. |It's |Iong overdue.

12 | do have sonme concerns about the DEI'S, and
13 I'd like to speak about the one that's nost troubling to
14 me. That itemis the proposed new bridge over Cedar Lake
15 Par kway. | know that Comm ssioner Dorfrman is probably

16 | quite famliar with that particular section of the

17 proposed LRT route. But where the bridge is proposed to
18 be put is in a densely residential nei ghborhood. And if
19 it's built, the length of the span would stretch from a
20 smal | and qui et park a couple bl ocks west of the actual
21 I ntersection and east of Lake of the Isles.
22 The rise of the bridge upwards of 30 feet
23 plus the wires needed for the LRT would be in very close
24 proximty to the beach at the south end of the |ake and
25 | would be an eyesore for -- | think for hundreds of
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residents who live nearby. Cedar Lake is arguably the
nmost uni que of the chain of |akes in Southwest
M nneapolis. Unlike Lake Cal houn and Lake Harriet,
there's no commercial devel opnent on the lake. It's
surrounded by bi ke paths, park paths, beaches, and sone
private hones and is honestly just such a tranquil place.
| know that we have light rail trains go
by, and | support that because | really do like the
notion of having this transit go by, but I do not want to
| ook at a bridge on ny way there, and | don't want to
| ook at a bridge when | amthere.

|'ve also reviewed the DEIS, and | saw the
flyover, and I would say fromlooking at it al nost every
bridge is crossing interstate, highways, freeways, busy
commerci al thoroughfares, and nearby railroad tracks.

And | realize that each situation is a little bit
different, but this is a two-|ane road.

The other thing I want to comment on
briefly is the locally preferred alternative around the
guestion of what to do with freight traffic that's
currently on the LRT route. M understanding is that the
DElI'S generally does not support colocation that runs
t hrough our nei ghborhood for those freight trains. And
while |I'm synpathetic to those in St. Louis Park who are

close to noving this freight train tracks that run
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through St. Louis Park, having to live with this -- that
freight traffic, it's not a lot of trains.

And so | would ask that we not be asked to
gi ve up Parkland and not be asked to take both the
freight |ine, which was supposed to be between one and
six years and has now been there for over 10. | ask that
we not be asked to take both the freight [ine and the
LRT. Thank you.

COWMM SSI ONER MCLAUGHLI N:  Thank you very
much.

Tom Schuster and Jeff Goto.

M. Schuster, how are you?

MR. SCHUSTER: Good. How are you?

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N Wel cone.

MR. SCHUSTER: M nane's Tom Schuster, and
| live at 5945 12th Avenue South in M nneapolis. [|I'm
here representing 43 Hoops Basketbal | Acadeny in Hopkins.

We have a unique relationship wth the Rai
Aut hority, as you guys already own our property. So |I'm
speaking to you as ny |andlord. Thank you. You've been
great partners. And also I'd like to say, overall, I'm
pl eased and delighted to see light rail. | think it's a
good thing. Unfortunately for ny business, it could be
the end of ny busi ness.

We have | ooked at the Draft Environmental
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| npact Study oursel ves and people in our nei ghborhood and
feel pretty strongly it really would nake nore sense to
have the station on the south side of the track versus
the north; so, for the record, we'd |like to advocate for
that. We -- and froma traffic flow standpoint, it just
makes nore sense to put it on the south side since you

al ready own the property on the north side. | know we're
fighting an uphill battle.

If the station does go at 100 62nd Street
where 43 Hoops is |located currently, | guess we'd ask
t hat you consider |eaving our business intact as nmuch as
possible. | think we can co-exist. W've got 150 stalls
in our parking lot. | don't think that our property was
designed to be a park-and-go station, but nore of a
drop-of f-and-go station or a wal k-and-go station; so |
t hi nk that we coul d co-exist.

Peopl e have said, you know, we're facing a
budget crisis, and we don't have the noney. | know what
you paid for our property. | think you got a good deal.
And we hel ped you financially by contributing half a
mllion dollars in rent since we noved in, and we'll| pay
another half mllion between now and when our | ease
expires. And |I'd like to keep paying that every five
years forever and continue to be good partners with the

Rai | Authority.
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I'd also like to point out that we've been
great partners with the Cty of Hopkins and the Hopkins
School District, with the police, the Resource Wst Food
Shelves. There isn't a community center in the Bl ake
Road, but we basically provided our building as a
community center. W hosted a hot |unch program for kids
in the area this past summer. W' ve opened our doors to
just about any civic group that asks, always at no
char ge.

We had 400 Muslins neet for their Holy Day
a nonth ago. Pretty nuch our building is the community
center for the Bl ake Road, and we'd | ove to continue to
be able to do that. And if we can co-exist, we'd sure
i ke to.

COW SSI ONER MCLAUGHLI N How many
basket bal | courts?

MR. SCHUSTER Two and a hal f.

| was going to say when you negoti ated the
| ease, you said you used to sneak in any basketball court
you could, and you're welcone to stop by any tine.

Comm ssioner Callison has been there.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN:  Well, | have to
say that sone of us in M nneapolis wondered how Hopki ns
got to be good.

MR. SCHUSTER. M business partner is
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coaching the Eden Prairie girls tonight, so we've done
even nore wth them than Hopkins. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you.

Jeff Goto from Costco, and then Matt
Muyr es.

Wl cone.

MR. GOTO  Good eveni ng, Comm ssioners.

My nane is Jeff Goto. |'mthe general
manager of the Costco on 12011 Technology Drive. M
pur pose here is to convey a concern that we have with the
light rail project.

| believe our corporate office has
submtted a detailed witten response. |'mjust going to
read it.

THE REPORTER  Can you speak up?

MR, GOTO  kay.

THE REPORTER: Thank you.

MR. GOTO  Costco does not oppose the
concept proposed with the Sout hwest Transitway. Costco
al so does not oppose the construction of the Sout hwest
Transitway, with the exception of the area specific to
our location on Technology Drive. One of the proposed
plans calls for the Town Center Station and the
acconpanying light rail traffic to be constructed on the

sout h side of Technol ogy Drive.
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Cost co opposes any rail tracking and any
rail station construction on the south side of Technol ogy
Drive for the follow ng reasons. Construction of the
rail road tracks on the south side of Technology Drive
woul d require every vehicle entering our parking lot to
cross over the tracks. Any disruption to the fl ow of
traffic entering and exiting our facility would have an
adverse effect on our business and inhibit our continuing
gr owm h.

To illustrate our concerns to you, please
consider the following. In 2005, which was the first
full cal endar year we were open, we had approxi mately
700, 000 vehicles enter our facility. That conmes to about
58, 000 vehicles a nonth. Now, three years later, in
2008, the vehicle total was 1.29 mllion, which about is
103, 000 vehicles per nonth. This -- in 2012, and that's
goi ng August of 2011 to August of 2012, our vehicle
traffic was 1.82 mllion, which was about 100, 000
vehicles a nonth. Those figures don't include the
traffic fromour 216 enpl oyees, nor do they include the
traffic fromthe trucks and sem s that deliver on average
about $3 mllion worth of freight to us each week.

To sunmari ze our concerns, Costco sinply
cannot allow its current feature nenbers, enployees, and

suppliers to be subjected to the delays, frustration, and
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I nconveni ence that is sure to occur should the light rail
tracks and the station be constructed on the south side
of Technol ogy Drive. For that reason, we ask that an
alternative place be put in place so as not to disrupt
our current business, and we continue to grow.

We should also let it be known that while
Costco's prepared to use any and all resources necessary
to protect the interests of our nenbers, enployees, and
suppliers, we are hopeful that a resolution can be
reached that will be nutually agreeable to all parties.

So thank you for your tine.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
much for being here.

Matt Muyres, and then Charlie Fink.

| don't see anybody noving toward the
podi um

Charlie Fink, and then David G eene.

Charlie Fink?

Ckay. Then David G eene, followed by
Jeffrey Peltola.

MR. GREENE: Thank you, M. Chair and
Commi ssi oner s.

My nane is David G eene, and | |live at 2724
Emer son Avenue South in M nneapolis; and |I'm here

representing |Isaiah, which is a coalition of 100 churches
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in the Twn Gties, Metro, and St. Coud areas that work
for racial economc justice. W've been working closely
with North M nneapolis comunities on Sout hwest LRT,
particularly the Harrison Nei ghborhood Associ ation. And
Harrison, just to give you an idea of the community, is a
community of 80 percent mnority, people of color.

Popul ation is 37 percent poverty rate, which is fairly
typical for North M nneapolis nei ghbors.

So we have sone detailed witten conments
that we'll be submtting, so tonight | want to focus on
the big picture and why Sout hwest LRT is such an
| nportant project for our region. | summarize it |ike
this: Southwest LRT is a racial and econom c equity
project. |If we do this right, the project has the
potential to be a transformative catal yst for our region.

Let's start wth education. M nnesota has
the worst achievenent gap in the country. 1've talked to
sone of the kids in Harrison who spend up to two hours
each way on the bus to get to school along the Sout hwest
corridor. | renmenber when | was a kid we conpl ai ned
about getting up early for a 20-m nute carpool. These
ki ds have extraordi nary dedi cation to their education.

We should make it easier for themto get to school, and
Sout hwest LRT will provide inproved connections, provide

new connecti ons and opportunities to these kids.
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M nnesota al so has one of the worst, if not
the worst, wealth gaps in the country. There is sinply
not a reasonable transit connection today from North
M nneapolis to jobs in the Southwest Corridor. In fact,
Harrison did a job skills inventory of its residents and
found that the skills residents already have match up
very well with the needs of enployers along the |ine.
Sout hwest LRT is an opportunity gateway for thousands of
people in North M nneapolis who have been cut off from
opportunity for too long. The Van Wiite and Penn Avenue
Stations will be key connectors for comunities that
desperately need jobs.

Pl us, |saiah supports transportation goals
in the -- Chapter 1 of the DEIS. |saiah also supports
t he econom c devel opnent goals in the DEIS. Harrison and
the Bryn Mawr nei ghbor hoods have worked over a decade to
devel op the Bassett Creek Valley master plan. These are
communi ties working together to lift thensel ves out of
poverty. As a vision, the BCV master plan would add over
3,000 housing units, 40 acres of open green space, and
5,000 to 6,000 jobs in the area. It would take a blight
| and in Linden Yards and turn it into productive engines
of prosperity.

Currently the DEIS eval uati on does not

consider the effects of the BCV master plan on ridership
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and ot her aspects of the project. The BCV naster plan is
part of the official conprehensive plan in M nneapolis
and was approved -- that was approved by the Met Council.
The DEI'S should reflect the anticipated devel opnents,
i ncl ude themin the project nodeling, and enphasi ze the
devel opnent potential at the Penn and Van Wiite Stations.
["I'l just close by saying again the
Sout hwest LRT is a racial and econom c equity project.
Qur region nust close the educati on and opportunity gaps
If they are to prosper. Southwest LRT is one way we can
begin to do that. Thank you.
COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very

much.
Jeffrey Peltola, followed by Art
Hi gi nbot ham
Wl cone.
MR. PELTOLA: | know Art.
Good evening. |'mJeffrey Peltola. | live

at 3131 Excel si or Boul evard, Nunmber 913, m nneapoli s,
M nnesota 55416. Mst of nmy remarks tonight will be
about the west side station area and the surroundi ng
ar ea.

But first I'd like to say the phil osophy
for the entire Green Line Extension project, both the

station planning and prelimnary engi neering, should be
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what transit stations are intended to be, actual places,
not nmerely nodes -- between nodes of transportation.

Ri dershi p, the nunber of LRT passengers isn't the only

I ndi cator of success. The nunber of pedestrian trips
done in and around the station areas for nme is even nore
I nportant. They don't pay fares unless they board
trains, but they are an integral part of the economc
activity that's at the heart of the return on investnent
that we seeking with a project like this.

Sone of the biggest m stakes and m ssed
opportunities of transit projects stemfrom/losing sight
of this. Think Fairfax County, Virginia and those stops
versus Arlington County, Virginia, if you're famliar
with that part of the Washington, D.C. area. Around West
Lake where | live, | think it's fair to say there's a
broad consensus when it cones to the issue of parking.
More parking guests or park and ride adjacent to the
station itself, no.

There's al so a broad consensus that right
now there are serious problens, and the bike/pedestrian
environnent i s unpl easant and unsafe. Near the end of
2010, at the conclusion of the previous M nneapolis
station planning project, a nunber of us didn't |ike sone
things that were in the final docunent. W got together

and subm tted about a half dozen comrents.
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1 Whi | e doing so, it was obvious we didn't

2 want to wait several years to nake transportation

3 | nprovenents in our community. And so even before the

4 Sout hwest project becane recently an Chama W Can't Wit

5 project, we were resolved to get on with it. So that |ed

6 to one student project in the spring of 2011, two nore in

7 the fall of 2011, and two nore right now So far five

8 projects, 19 students, and |ots of comunity engagenent.

9 In fact, the projects this fall have the special benefit

10 of the community input generated by the park board SHRT

11 in that area, as well as the wal kability workshop t hat

12 Comm ssi oner Dorfrman hel ped organi ze.

13 So flow ng out of this effort, I'"'min the

14 process of founding a new nonprofit called Public Wrks

15 for Public Good. Check out ewpg.org. And all the work

16 fromthis -- these projects is posted on the Lake Street

17 and Excel si or Boul evard page. So the pace of work on

18 this large LRT project in the conplex West Lake Station

19 w Il accelerate greatly in the comng nonths. It's

20 essential that the various governnental entities, their

21 | eaders, staff, consultants el aborate effectively in a

22 manner that's transparent to the public. | know a |ot of

23 ot her people are |looking forward to being constructive

24 partners.

25 COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
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1 much.

2 Art Hi gi nbotham foll owed by Fred

3 Koppel man.

4 MR. H G NBOTHAM  Good eveni ng,

5 Commi ssioners. Thank you for the opportunity to address

6 you.

7 | am Art Hi gi nbotham resident of 3431

8 St. Louis Avenue, M nneapolis. |'ma graduate of Amherst

9 Col | ege and have an engi neering degree fromMT, and |I'm

10 a retired senior executive at 3M Conpani es.

11 l"d like to talk to you about the Sout hwest

12 LRT capital accounts, which is covered in DEIS section

13 8.0, if you want to follow through. | assune | have the

14 | eeway of plus or minus $100 mllion because there was a

15 slight typo in the DEIS.

16 COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN:  We corrected that

17 pretty fast.

18 MR H G NBOTHAM In that section the $218

19 mllion is specified under track and web guide for 16.4

20 mles of track, plus infrastructure. And as Mark

21 Fuhrman, the project nmanager, has pointed out, the

22 project director, that also includes infrastructure such

23 as bridges, underpasses, overpasses, park and rides, and

24 stati ons.

25 |"ve used as nodels the Martin Sabo foot
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and bi ke bridge at Lake and Hi awat ha, which is about $5
mllion, and the tunnel under the airport, which is a
bore tunnel costing $100 m | lion.

First of all, | see a discrepancy between
the $218 million and the video, which was produced by
Sout hwest Transitway, called a virtual ride from Eden
Prairie to Target Field. | would invite you to view
that, because all the infrastructure which | have nade
cost estimated here is shown in that video. $50 nillion
for a flyover 494. $40 mllion for a flyover at H ghway
212. $40 mllion for a flyover at Crosstown. $30
mllion for a 3,000 foot bridge over the M nnetonka
wetlands. 20 mllion for a 169 underpass. 120 mllion
for the freight relocation to St. Louis Park. 30 mllion
for access to the West Lake Street station. 10 mllion
for Cedar Lake Parkway tunnel, not an overpass. 5
mllion in new bridges over the Cedar Lake, Lake of the
Isles tunnel. And it goes on and on.

It includes the anobunt necessary for the
track itself. 60 mllion for four park-and-rides at Eden
Prairie, Hopkins, Woddale, and Belt Line. $150 mllion
for new stations. $100 mllion for safety fences,
vegetation noise barriers, and so forth. And it totals
up to $750 million. Add a contingency of 75 mllion,
825; not 218, and the project total cost will be 1
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billion 881; not 1 billion 275.

Unless this is addressed, the place for
this project is on federal new starts endownent. Thank
you.

COWM SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N Thank you. Fred
Koppel man, and then a Dave Van Hattum

Fred Koppel man?

Al right. Then Dave Van Hattum foll owed
by Todd Larson.

Wl cone.

MR. VAN HATTUM Good afternoon. My nane
Is Dave Van Hattum | live at 4120 Al dridge Avenue South
in Mnneapolis. | work for a Transit For Livable
Communities. Transit For Livable Communities is a | ocal
nonprofit advocacy organi zation wth over 10,000 nenbers
in the Twn Cties Mtro.

Qur mssion is to advocate for expanded
options for people to use the bus, the train, biking, and
wal king. Transit For Livable Communities, or TLC,
strongly supports the Sout hwest LRT and the locally
preferred alternative. The Southwest LRT line is a snart
and cost-effective investnent for our region. |It's a key
conponent of a regional transit systemthat will help
attract enployers and young people to our region, and it

provides the right long-termtransportation solution for
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1 this corridor.

2 It al so provides substantial environnental
3 benefits. Currently on a per-mle basis, transit riders
4 consune half the energy as cars, and a far smaller

5 fraction of the pollution is produced by transit on a

6 per-mle basis. And as we build this system by raising
7 nore riders, those nunbers just | ook better and better.
8 But nore transit riders also reduces water pollution and
9 hel ps protect open space, sonething we all believe in.
10 The Sout hwest LRT line will serve grow ng
11 demand both for the commuters fromthe suburbs into

12 Downt own, but al so those reverse -- critical reverse

13 commutes to Eden Prairie and other conmunities. Before
14 my time at Transit For Livable Communities, | worked out
15 here in Eden Prairie along 494 with the | arge enpl oyers,
16 and | was probably in every lunch roomin Eden Prairie,
17 M nnet onka, et cetera; and | can tell you there's

18 t housands of people that are really looking forward to
19 this enhanced transit option and the connections with
20 pedestrian and bi king, as well.
21 No doubt there will be inpacts fromthis
22 project that will require well thought out mtigation,
23 | just as there are with all major transportation projects.
24 | Again, we support the locally preferred alternative
25 because we are convinced it will provide the greatest
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benefit wth the | east detrinental inpacts. W have seen
Hennepi n County and our Metro conme up with appropriate
mtigation for both H awat ha and the Central Corridor LRT
now under construction, and we trust that the County and
its partners will provide and refine as needed the
necessary mtigations for the locally preferred

al ternative.

In summary, based on the nmany econonic,
environnental, and quality of life benefits, the TLC
strongly supports the Sout hwest LRT project, and we
believe strongly that we need to keep noving forward so
we can all be riding the train in 2018. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N Thank you very

much.
Todd Larson, and then Susan Friske Pfaff.
Wl cone.
MR. LARSON. Thank you. M nane is Todd
Larson, and | live at 3020 Col orado Avenue South in St.

Louis park, which is a block off the proposed bypass
rout e.

' m speaking in favor of the col ocation
alternative for a couple of different reasons, the first
one being -- is strictly financial. |If it's the cheaper
route or the cheaper alternative and works, why shoul dn't

it be the one that is supported and sel ect ed.
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Secondly, if colocation is deened
undesirable, that's a concept | don't understand. As in
my day job in city planning for Brooklyn Park, I'maquite
I nvol ved in the Bottineau Corridor where col ocation al ong
the freight route corridor between H ghway 55 through
Robbi nsdal e, Crystal, and Brooklyn Park is seen as the
favorable -- favorable route; and that's from Hennepin
County staff and fromthe consultants that we're working
with. So | don't understand how one is favorable and one
Is unfavorable. So in general, | do support the concept
of light rail through the region. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very

much.

Susan Friske Pfaff, foll owed by Asad
Al i weyd.

Wl cone.

M5. FRI SKE PFAFF. (Good evening. M nane
Is Susan Friske Pfaff. |'mthe owner of one unit at

Sout hwest Station Condos, |ocated at 13560 Technol ogy
Drive. And currently | rent out that unit. [|I'm
representing nyself this evening as a | andl ord.

| have a very inportant question for all of
you in the audience this evening. Please raise your hand
i f any of you would be in favor of light rail tracks

appearing 8 to 10 feet fromthe foundati on of your house.
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Well, that's wonderful news that none of you have to deal
wth the dilemma | have to deal with. For the record, no
one raised their hand.

|'"'mstrongly opposed to the light rail
transit tracks that are proposed to run in front of two
of the residential buildings on Southwest Station Condos,
| ocat ed between H ghway 212 and Technol ogy Drive. For
the renters of ny unit, |I'mdeeply worried about the
potential vibrations and noise a track running wthin
such cl ose proximty to the building woul d cause.

It's nmy understanding this distance woul d
be as close as 8 to 10 feet. Since the buildings are
wood frame construction, not concrete, |I'mal so concerned
about the structural integrity of the buil dings being
I npacted. | hope the Railroad Authority will reconsider
the proposed Metro light rail station in order to avoid
the placenent of the light rail tracks for running al ong
Hi ghway 212 and our condo community. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very

much.

Asad Aliweyd and Bl air Moe.

Wl cone.

VR, ALIVWEYD: Good evening, Council. M
nane is Asad Aliweyd. | amw th New Anerican Acadeny. |

work with the Somali community in Eden Prairie. New
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1| Anmerican Acadeny, on behalf of the community, we support

2 the TA | ocal alignnment fromthe Sout hwest Transit because

3 it provides our conmmunity with access to a transit

4 system It provides our community with economc

5 devel opnent opportunities. It provides the opportunity

6 to increase affordable housing in the five stations in

7 Eden Prairie and al so another 10 stations in the

8 sout hwest area, opportunities.

9 As you know, a |arge nunber of inmmgrants
10 wor k and commute to communities in the southwest area,
11 all the way to South M nneapolis, Hopkins, and St. Louis
12 Park. A lot of need is for transit. Accessible transit
13 Is very inportant to us. So we estinmate about 500
14 Somalis at a mninum they don't have a car to travel to
15 M nneapol i s.

16 Econom ¢ devel opnent is another thing that

17 | we support in this project, because Sout hwest LRT can

18 provide (unintelligible) to Eden Prairie for economc

19 devel opnent opportunities with this five station area.

20 W are very glad to give us a bus tour where we nay have

21 a business opportunity. W start business ownership

22 training, and that won't be happeni ng wi thout the

23 Sout hwest LRT project. So we tried to have a business

24 | established in this area of opportunities.

25 It will also bring opportunity for
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enpl oynent and the busi nesses stations area. It wll
bring affordable housing, and for -- for this -- for this
area of the Twwn Cties. Affordable housing -- well, one
concern we have is Southwest LRT is a place -- a priority
for where the affordable housing is going to be. It's

not very clear to us.

And we would |ike to thank those who
support this. W call accessible transit a human rights
| ssue. So everyone should have a -- well, affordable
housing is sonething that everybody shoul d have. For
exanple, the transit, if you have five kids and you' re an
I mm grant and your five kids go to (unintelligible) --

THE REPORTER Sir, you're going to have to
turn this way. | can't hear you.

MR. ALIVWEYD: -- and you don't have a car
and you live this far fromthe city, how are your Kkids

going to be able to go to educati on.

Soit's -- it's a faster way to travel to
Twn Cties. It's safer. It is cheaper. That's why we
support it -- this, and that's why we would |i ke to have

t he Sout hwest LRT to be successful in the com ng years
and nont hs. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN: Thank you. Very
much.

Next is Blair Me, and foll owed by Steve
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1 Chel esni k.

2 M. Moe, wel cone.

3 MR. MOE: Thank you. M nane is Blair Me,
4 and I'mfrom-- | reside at 2944 Bl ackst one Avenue in

5 St. Louis Park. And nmy only concern -- |'m speaking for
6 nyself and the $100 mllion typo that was in the DEIS for
7 t he col ocati on.

8 I"'mjust alittle bit concerned about that.
9 |'ve been in the IT industry for a | arge corporation for
10 over 20 years. | push around reports like that all the
11 time, and |I'mjust concerned about how that nunber could
12 have gotten through. The fact it was a typo doesn't wash
13 | with ne because those nunbers shoul d be checked,

14 cal cul ated, and doubl e-checked. And it nmakes ne wonder
15 about other nunbers in the DEIS and what happens if, you
16 know, once all the contracts are signed and the project
17 I s underway, we find out that there are nore errors and
18 nore probl ens.

19 So | just wanted to say that we need to
20 really be sure about all nunbers. | amin favor of I|ight
21 rail. I'malso in favor of colocation. Thank you.
22 COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
23 much.
24 Steve Chel esni k, and then Jack Perry.
25 V&l cone.
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MR. CHELESNI K: Good eveni ng, Conm ssi oners
Steve Chelesnik. | aman Eden Prairie resident and al so
general counsel for Enerson Process Managenent. One of
t he conpanies we own is Rosenmount, which is | ocated on
Technol ogy Drive and is one of the -- one of the ol dest
corporate citizens in Eden Prairie. | think we've been
here for quite a long tinme, and we supply quite a few
hi gh-tech jobs as a corporate citizen.

W' ve worked closely with the Gty as the
Sout hwest rail project has noved along, and we're very
supportive of the project generally. W think it wll
bring a | ot of benefits to the comunity, and we al so
support Conm ssioner Callison. And we're supportive of
the preferred option with the exception of the Technol ogy

Drive alignnent for a variety of reasons, but we can get

into those reasons in witten comments what | will submt
| at er.

What | would like to say, | guess, is that
this is a huge public investnent. |It's a 50- or 75- or

100-year investnent, and it needs to be done right. And
it needs to -- all the decisions need to be carefully

t hought through. The present |ocation of the Town Center
Station is not a particularly well thought out deci sion.

It was noved there as an option because there were

problens with the originally preferred routes, and |
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think it's one that needs to be revisited.

And we support the GCty's desire to have
alternatives to Technol ogy Drive alignnent investigated.
During the DEIS phase and during prelimnary engineering
when it's early enough to do sonething, so we can
understand what the options are. | think there are nuch
better options that better serve both the State purposes
of the light rail and also Cty's to create a station
with sufficient areas of parking. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
much.

Jack Perry.

M. Perry, welcone.

MR. PERRY: Thank you. Jack Perry fromthe
Briggs and Morgan Law Firm and |'m here on behal f of
Costco, and Costco spoke earlier. | just want to nake a
coupl e very, very quick comments.

And the first is Steve and | have been
working with Rick and other nenbers of the Gty to nmake
sure that our concerns with the current |ocation on
Technol ogy Drive have been heard and understood, and
there's two comments | need to neke.

First is the comment by one of the earlier
speakers about the Cty changing its mnd. And if you go

back and | ook at the history of this project, as early
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as -- ny date's May 18, 2010, the Eden Prairie Gty
Council went on record opposed to this portion of the
route, the Technol ogy route, with the Town Center Station
bei ng on Costco property. They reiterated that sane
position as a Council on February 21, 2012; and then just
nore recently on Novenber 20, they said the sane thing.

And ny understanding is they'Il send a
|l etter tonorrow reiterating that while they, |ike Costco
and Enerson are in favor of this project, this portion of
the route doesn't make sense. In real sinplistic terns,
the reason it doesn't nake sense is this Costco is a big
box retail store. It's not a -- it's not a place where
you -- where you have a Town Center. If you want a
another park and ride, it's a great spot. That's not
what all the plans say it's supposed to be. [It's not
what -- what was envisioned in the Cty docunents.

The additional point | wanted to make is --
Is that -- there was a comment nade by Steve
(unintelligible) about the inplication of -- cost
i nplications. And one of the things that Costco wl |
submt with its witten coments, |ike sone of your
(unintelligible), is the cost inplications for this Town
Center location is they will be uniquely -- uniquely
hurt. And it's ironic that you brought up -- one of your

first conments, Comm ssioner MLaughlin, was about a $100
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1 mllion error.

2 Because ny anal ysis of the application of

3 t he 2006 condemation |laws that |egislation passed

4 t hrough, the one that's 117.186, there's a revision in

5 the law, and the net effect of this is that if you

6 destroy a business, which is what woul d happen with the
7 Costco facility if you put the Town Center Station right
8 next to the gas station, which would end the gas station,
9 | which would end the Costco |ocation, the price tag on

10 that is sonmewhere slightly north of a $100 m I li on.

11 And we have not said that to the Cty as a
12 threat. W' ve tal ked about it and explained it to them
13 but as a rationale -- one nore rationale for why this is
14 a bad | ocation and why it should be | ocated further north
15 closer to the mall. Thank you very nuch.

16 COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
17 much.

18 Any ot her people who have signed up?

19 No one el se signed up.
20 | s there anyone el se who wi shes to speak?
21 They're welcone to cone forward at this tine.
22 Anybody el se wi shing to speak?
23 You' ve spoken al ready.
24 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yes, |'ve already
25 spoken, but | just wanted to nake a conmment.
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Earlier when you nentioned the conmment
period --

COW SSI ONER MELAUGHLI N:  Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: -- you said it went
to Decenber 31st. And | believe it goes to Decenber
11th, unless it's ben changed.

COMM SSI ONER MCLAUGHLIN:  It's been
changed.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: It has been changed.
Ckay. Thanks | just wanted to nmake sure.

COWMM SSI ONER MCLAUGHLIN:  That is correct,
Decenber 31st, the end of the year. Thank you for the
guestion and comments.

Anybody el se?

Yes, sir? You want to speak? Go ahead.

MR. ENDBLOM Jeff said you wanted to hear
froma | ocal Swede.

COW SSI ONER MCLAUGHLI N I's that your
or gani zati on?

MR. ENDBLOM No. M nane is Dan Endbl om
and | live at 106 Valley View Road in Eden Prairie. And
my grandfather, a Swede, bought 27 acres of |and near
Nine MIle Creek, and now where Flying Coud Drive is.

And |'m here as a tree hugger, | guess,

because there is a stand of Burr Oak and Red Oak trees
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that are just north of Flying Coud Drive, and I'd |ike
consideration to be nade to nove the line to preserve
that, as ny grandfather wanted that |land to be preserved.
He donated 12 acres of his original 27 acre purchase to
be preserved by the then Village of Eden Prairie. And we
al so put our land in Mnnesota Land Trust so that part of
Eden Prairie is going to be preserved forever. And |
speak on behalf of 150-year-old oak trees and their val ue
to our community. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN:  Can | just -- is
the staff clear of where this is?

If not, could you just give us a little bit
nore for the record so that we know precisely what you're
t al ki ng about ?

MR. ENDBLOM  Sure. \Were the line crosses
Nine Mle Creek at Valley -- or at Flying Coud Drive,
which is right by the dog park and Eagl e Ri dge Acadeny.
On the other side of -- on the north side of Flying
Cloud, that's the glacial escrowthat I"'mreferring to
that is areal little treasure in all of these other
amazi ng stories |I've heard tonight, so...

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
much for com ng forward.

s there anybody el se who wi shes to nake

coments toni ght?
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1 Yes, sir.

2 | ntroduce yourself for the tape.

3 MR. MJUYERS:. Yeah. Mat Muyers. | live in
4 Ri chl and, M nnesot a.

5 COWM SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN:  GCh, we missed you
6 earlier. Gkay. Geat.

7 MR. MJYERS. Yeah, yeah. | am-- | stepped
8 out. The gentlenman nmakes a great point. |'mglad he

9 made it, otherw se | probably woul dn't have been up here.
10 But there's a nine-mnute video that

11 sonebody made that has a flyover of the entire route. It
12 goes really slow, and there's a wonan's voi ce and

13 everything sounds so nice. And I'mwatching it, and it
14 seens |ike a Walt Disney ride or sonething. There's

15 tunnel s and there's overpasses and there's wetl ands, and
16 everything seens so pretty.

17 And then, all of a sudden -- you have to

18 keep in mnd there's a -- there's going to be a 30- or

19 35-foot wi de swathe through this 16-mle route. So as
20 | you watch this nine-mnute video and it's going through
21 LRT and through OQpus, and |I'menvisioning this
22 35-foot-wide -- and there's this stand of trees by
23 Snetana Road, just to the -- just to the south. Snetana,
24 kind of by Feltl.
25 And the route -- whoever picked this route
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goes right through approximtely 300 feet of woods, and
It's a larger section of woods. |It's not that small, but
it's large enough to nmake a note. It's behind the
apartnent conplex that have the red roofs there. And
then there's a 3,000-foot bridge over wetl ands.

| guess let's reconsider the route fromthe
Shady Gak Station to H ghway 212; because that whol e
section, there's no natural route for the railroad --
rail line. It's all envisioned by we'll go here; and
then we'll go here; we'll go over wetlands; and then go
t hrough these trees; and then over here. So that whole
section from Shady CGak to, nore or less, 212 needs to be
reconsi dered; there's no question, because it's all
natural earth; and Eden Prairie City Council has al ready
destroyed their fair share, so -- Council with their
H ghway 212 project, and let's just reconsider that
section at |east.

Thank you very nuch.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLI N: Thank you very
much.

Anyone el se?

Yes, sir.

Hey, how are you?

Wl cone.

MR. LAUX: Thank you, Comm ssioner.
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My nane is Jeff Laux, L-A-U-X; and | reside
wth ny wiwfe Brenda at 2812 Eden Prairie Parkway, so | ong
as she says so; and | only have a coupl e of neani ngful
coments and one nore unneani ngful comment.

First of all, thank you very nuch,

Comm ssioner Dorfrman. | renmenber when you were mayor and
we started tal king about these inportant topics, and to

| ook at -- | think that Mark Andrews was the

comm ssioner, so a | ot has changed in those tines.

Comm ssi oner McLaughlin, the work that
you' ve done to advance the concept of light rail in our
community through the Hennepin County Regi onal Rai
Authority is -- is incredible. And -- and all of you --
Comm ssioner Callison, | don't know you, but |I'm gl ad
you're on the Regional Rail Authority, and you keep
working on this project. |It's a thankless job.

There's nothing that everybody can't find
not to like. But -- but light rail is sonething that is
going to serve our greater comunity for a long, |ong
time in the future, and it's going to be way too
expensi ve now, but 50 years fromnow it won't be; so keep
pressing forward. [It's incredibly inportant to do so.

| renmenber when, as a resident of the
Cal houn |sles, we discovered that our property line

wasn't where we thought it was when the Regi onal Rai
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Authority was putting in the bicycle pathways. |
remenber there were sone people that thought that sone
undesi rabl e people were going to cone to the | akes area

on their bikes, and they were going to steal everything

fromall of our houses; and | just want to say two things
about that. |'mone of the undesirable people from
M nneapolis. | promse not to go anyplace and do

anything bad. Secondly, people didn't cone and take
t hi ngs out of our garages. That's not what happened.

Now, on a serious note, everybody has to
make sacrifices for a regional project to work, and those
sacrifices are great. | think it's real inportant to try
to thank in advance those folks in St. Louis Park who are
not going to press for colocation because this is a
regi onal project for which everyone has to nake a
sacrifice. Colocation does not work. It will kill the
project. W cannot have col ocati on.

The second thing that | want to say is one
of the ways to nake sure the people let go of the tunnel
IS to propose a bridge, so naybe we need to go back and
| ook at at-grade crossing at Cedar Lake because the
comments that were nmade earlier are spot on. That is not
the solution for a safe crossing, and so please do a |ot
of studying on that. Thank you very nuch.

COWM SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN: Thank you, sir.
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Anybody el se?

Anybody el se?

Going twice. Third tine. Anybody else?

Vell, with that, then | -- we wll concl
this hearing. | appreciate everyone's participation.

That is a -- |'ve been through a few of

these projects, and it's a long march; and the comrent

that you made tonight wll be a part of that process and

will help make this project a better project. And we
will take theminto account as we nove into the next
stages of the project, as there's a design considerati
mtigation and the |ike.

W appreciate your participation here
toni ght, wish you well, and ask you to drive hone safe

Any other comments fromny coll eagues?

COW SSI ONER CALLI SON:  Thank you all fo
taking the time to be here.

COW SSI ONER McLAUGHLIN:  Wth that, we
stand adjourned. Thank you very nuch.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 7:47 p.m)

ude

S

on

ly.

r

612-339-0545 * Paradigm Reporting & Captioning * 800-545-9668
www.paradigmreporting.com

#67545



Public Hearing, 11/29/2012 Page: 68

© 00 N oo o B~ wWw N P

N DN D N MNMNDNN P P PP PR
o A W N P O ©O 00O N O O A W N +—, O

REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF M NNESOTA

)
) SS.
COUNTY OF HENNEPI N )
I, hereby certify that | reported the above
proceedi ngs on the 29th day of Novenber, 2012, in St.
Loui s Park, M nnesot a;

That the cost of the original has been charged
to the party who noticed the proceedings, and that all
parties who ordered copi es have been charged at the sane
rate for such copies;

That | amnot a relative or enployee or _
attorney or counsel of any of the parties, or a relative
or enpl oyee of such;

That | amnot financially interested in the
action and have no contract with the parties, attorneys,
or persons with an interest in the action that affects or
Has a substantial tendency to affect ny inpartiality.

W TNESS MY HAND AND SEAL THI' S 10t h day of
Decenber, 2012.

Dawn Wor kman Bounds
Not ary Public, Hennepin County, M nnesota
My conm ssion expires January 31, 2014
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Draft Environmental Impact Statement Comment Form
Southwest Transitway Project
Federal and state environmental rules require that an Environmental iImpact Stalement (EIS) be prepared for

the proposed Southwest Transitway project. The EIS process includes the preparation of a Draft Environmental
Impact Statement [DEIS), which must be made available for public review and comment.

The DEIS discusses: (1) the purpose and need for the project; (2] the alternatives considered; (3] the impacts of
these allernafives; and {4) the agencies and persons consulied.

Comments on the DEIS will be accepted through December 11, 2012. All comments must be received by that
date. Please include a return mailing address with all comments.

Public hearings on the DEIS will be held in November 2012. To learn more about the hearings, please visit
www southwestiransitway .org
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My name is Fred Koppelman and | live in Eden Prairie

I’'m here to call your attention to one of biggest money wasting
schemes that we’ve seen in a long time.

There is a group of unelected bureaucrats who seem to think
that we need to construct parallel, steel rails from here to
downtown upon which to run expensive locomotives pulling

shiny, new coaches to transport people. 47" A CosT o F
ﬁ} [, s Rettton

Well, we already have a transportation system called
Southwest Metro Transit that does an adequate job of
accomplishing that task. And buses can be added as the need
requires and if transportation needs take a hew direction, those
busses have steering wheels that can go wherever that need is.
However, there is a disturbing fact that most people may not
even realize about Southwest Metro Transit and that is that
ridership pays for about 30% of the cost of operation. That
means that 70 cents of every dollar spent has to be made up by
us taxpayers!



Let’s fix Southwest Metro Transit before we even THINK about
a light rail system. | can only imagine how much of a taxpayer
subsidy will be needed with a light rail system----maybe 80 or

90%??? Do we really want to put our grandchildren and even

our great grandchildren into hock for a system that we do not

need? [ think not!

Neither the Transportation Board, nor the Metropolitan Council
which controls it, need to answer to any voters, they are
appointed and can spend as much of our money as they want.
All they have to do is convince us that we NEED what they are
proposing. Well, it’s time that that madness stops! And that
time is NOW!

Thank you



tden Prairie 11/29/12
Draft Environmental Impact Statement Comment Form
Southwest Transitway Project

Federal and state environmental rules require that an Environmental impact Statement (EIS) be prepared for
the proposed Southwest Transitway project. The EIS process includes the preparation of o Draft Environmental
Impact Statement {DEIS), which must bbe made available for public review and comment.

The DEIS discusses: (1) the purpose and need for the project: (2) the alternatives considered; (3) the impacts of
these alternatives; and {4) the agencies and persons consulted.

Comments on the DEIS will be accepted through December 11, 2012. All comments must be received by that
date. Please include a return mailing address with all comments.

Public hearings on the DEIS will be held in November 2012, To learn mcre about the hearings, plecse visit
www southwestiransitway.org

J— am nRiveptocd  _an /</)c=fw"ﬂj o _abgud
UMD@(W&( s tatrorns UZ C‘J?)r;/\/u%am VI T NGt
L/f,ru,@/( tiin. o ouin _husvaso [N0pe Ty
i Eolon Fraves o weg fotd  doilin Gin

Thaphrcean thatl The O\ Auhoocpgb

G" @M/’ua&a h,{.}’l«C@.xCi&/\q" A0~ O)( iy /a/(/ \jj;u'ﬂ/rsl

a Do’f ertial pta . SJML/w Q dau@,wm woz,fp(
@Mwmﬁq Aaw A Mﬂ O E O ﬂu/«
ﬂru/wmndj AlDgend —/Am clioiotion, o/ WW
o, 7 7L4ﬁ//uf—e’ (La/uﬂ/) 75 /:Jag:yrllé; A&Z@ CaFoen
Of 1. bLuOAAW\ :

Name: (Henl\j (et Kiotseh

address. 1180 [Jallaer T2 ol

City/State/zip:_LocleN /Or’ aE?/e, MNN 5 5394y

Telephone: 452- 941~/ emai 9/(‘!')/)1'60 ¢ (% CufoSseisTemry) » Corn

Thank youl



transitway

Fold here

G- Rutseh

980 Wallaco RN

Edlen Fraiie MN £53¢YY

Hennepin County

Housing, Community Works & Transit
ATTN: Southwest Transitway

701 Fourth Avenue South, Suite 400
Minneapaolis, MN 55415

Fold here

Place
Stamp
Here




Fden Prairie 11/29/172

Draft Environmental Impact Statement Comment Form
Southwest Transitway Project

Federal and state environmental rules require that an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) be prepared for
the proposed Southwest Transitway project. The EIS process includes the preparation of a Draft Environmental
Impact Statement {DEIS), which must be made available for public review and comment.

The DEIS discusses: (1) the purpose and need for the project; (2) the alternatives considered; (3) the impacts of
these alternatives; and (4) the agencies and persons consulted.

Comments on the DEIS will be accepted through December 11, 2012. All comments must be received by thal
date. Please include a return mailing address with all comments.

Public hearings on the DEIS will be held in November 2012. To learn more about the hearings, please visit
www southwestiransitway.org

THeRE 1% ABSULUWM MO LOK ¢ IR ReAsoM
7D 1 FROLOA L ERs i it ot e Roviz._

THRU S rovis PARK

0L LIRT + LetUs
R HT WisLSs 1T wiAs M wdy S
Eosi.

wame: L/ 0
Address; 25" Quavn v
City/stateszio. I S YL

Telephone: QG 20220,

Thank you!



transitway

Fold here

Hennepin County

Housing, Community Works & Transit
ATTN: Southwest Transitway

701 Fourth Avenue South, Suite 400
Minneapolis, MN 55415

Fold here

Place
Stamp
Here




	Public Hearing Transcipt-EP 2012-11-29.pdf
	Condensed Transcript
	Printable Word Index




