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Qctober 14, 2008

CITY OF
ST. LOUIS
PARK
Ms. Katie Walker, AICP

Transit Project Manager

Hennepin County Housing, Community Works & Transit

417 North 5th Street, Suite 320

Minneapolis, MN 55401

RE: Scoping for the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Southwest
Transitway Project

Dear Ms. Walker,

The City of St. Louis Park supports the work of the HCRRA and the development of LRT within
the Southwest corridor at the earliest possible date. Improved transit service in the region and
Hennepin County and, especially LRT in the Southwest corridor, is vital to furure health and
prosperity of our area. We applaud the County’s leadership and steadfast commitment to bringing
LRT service to Southwest Hennepin County.

A project of this magnitude and importance deserves careful planning and evaluation at each step of
the process. We look forward to eagerly participating in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) process for the Southwest Transitway. We expect that a careful analysis of the potential
impacts will be prepared; and, that potential mitigating measures (and necessary funding) to address
any negative impacts will be identified for the corridor.

For St. Louis Park the potential impacts of the Southwest Transitway Project extend beyond the
immediate Southwest Cotridor itself. They include impacts associated with the potential relocation
of freight rail from the trail corridor south of TH7 to the Canadian Pacific (CP) and Burlington
Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) rail alignments which pass through the heart of St. Louis Park’s
residential areas. While we have issues that we have listed below that concern the proposed
transitway itself, we especially ask that you make sure issues associated with the potentially rerouted
freight rail are completely and comprehensively addressed.

Rerouted freight rail traffic is a big change with the potential to negatively affect many residents and
businesses. It is an important issue that the community has anticipated for many years. In 1997 the
City of St. Louis Park initiated the Railroad Task Force to study the impact of freight rail traffic on
our community and the impact on our neighborhoods if freight rail would be rerouted from its
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present tracks along Highway 7/25 to the north-south tracks in St. Louis Park. Such diversion
would add significant train traffic to our neighborhoods, which include many homes within 50 fi. of
the tracks, sometimes even closer. It would also result in a substantial increase of freight rail traffic
immediately adjacent to St. Louis Park High School, and would significantly interfere with vehicle
traffic on many already-congested streets, including Excelsior Blvd.

The Task Force expressed a strong preference that freight rail traffic not be rerouted through Sc.
Louis Park, but acknowledged that such rerouting maybe necessary. It reached consensus on
principles that should guide the relocation. St. Louis Park requests that the DEIS also use these
principles to guide its evaluation of the impacts of the freight rail rerouting and the design of
mitigating measures. The principles are:

¢ Rail traffic should run smoothly, entering and leaving St. Louis Park as efficiently and safely
as possible;

o No de-coupling or switching of rail cars should take place in St. Louis Park;

¢ Noise, vibration, and other adverse impacts on adjacent neighborhoods must be minimized
to the extent feasible;

o Safety of at-grade rail/street intersections must be improved for pedestrians, motorists and
bicyclists;

e Freight rail traffic coming from the west or east must be split, with half diverted norch and
half south along the CP tracks

Funding must be made available to accomplish these principles, as part of the development of the
SWLRT.

The City of St. Louis Park (SLP) submits the following comments and requests several items be
included into the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Southwest Transitway
Project.

Elimination of Current “Bottleneck”

Two of the potendal SWLRT routes (# 1A and 3A) would include a short segment (less than %
mile) near W. Lake St. where freight trains currently travel, that is currently too narrow to
accommodate the SWLRT parallel to the existing freight rail tracks and bike trail. If either of these
routes is selected and the narrow “botieneck” is not widened or other steps are not taken to
accommodate all three modes of transportation, the freight rail would have to be diverted elsewhere.
Due to the scarcity of north-south tracks within Hennepin County, that diversion could likely be
through St. Louis Patk, on the Canadian Pacific and Burlington Northern Santa Fe rail alignmencs.
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St. Louis Park recognizes that the costs and regulatory requirements necessary to implement the
mitigation measures associated with freight rail diversion (please see below) will be significant. We
therefore urge that the DEIS fully explore the feasibility and costs of alternatives that would
climinate the diversion of freight rail traffic through St. Louis Park.

We request consideration of the following alternatives:
o DPurchase sufficient right-of-way adjacent to the “botdeneck” near W lake St to
accommodate SWLRT, freight rail, and the bike trail.
e Reroute or elevate the bike trail to permit SWLRT and freight rail within the “boctleneck”
at West Lake Street.

The costs of one or more of these alternatives, if adopted, likely could be significantly cheaper than
the costs of mitigation for freight rail relocation, and would eliminate the extensive disruption to St.
Louis Park neighborhoods that would be caused by freight rail diversion.

DEIS study requirements — Freight Rail Rerouting

Freight rail relocation would result in a major increase in freight traffic in residential neighborhoods
within St. Louis Park, and many impacts need to be evaluated with the DEIS prior to any decision
to affect this potential change. St. Louis Park requests that Hennepin County Regional Rail
Authoriry (HCRRA) address and mitigate impacts on neighbors and neighborhoods adjacent to the
CP and BNSF railways in the event that the freight rail is rerouted. The following items need to be
evaluated as part of the DEIS process:

o Determine the amount of increased rail traffic that would occur from rerouting trains to the
north and east.

o Analyze the need for upgraded tracks and railroad bridges to permit trains to safely and
efficiently travel through St. Louis Park.

e Assess the noise, vibration, visual and aesthetic impacts on residences and businesses and
determine how to mitigate, in consultation with adjacent neighbors and businesses them.

o Evaluate the specific impacts on St. Louis Park High School with regard to traffic, pedestrian
crossings, noise impacts, and the disruption to the learning process from additional rail
traffic.

e TEvaluate all at-grade rail/street intersections to be improved for the safety of pedestrians,
motorists and bicyclists, including the need for signalized crossings. Evaluate using the
proper railroad protective devices and the increased noise from additional train traffic.

e Evaluate noise walls, landscaped berms, soundproofing insulation and/or other measures to
mitigate negative impacts of rail traffic on the many hundreds of homes and the St. Louis
Park Senior High School that ate located immediately adjacent to the freight rail tracks.
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e Determine if there is a need to purchase more property to accommodate and mitigate the
impacts of more rail traffic. Consider purchase of adjacent homes within the usual and
customary distance to the rail lines, to create a green buffer for other nearby homes and to
provide adequate space to construct noise barriers.

e Evaluate the impacts of building two new bridge connections at the Golden Auto site and an
additional rail interconnection at the “iron triangle” site (which must be done prior to the
rerouting of any rail traffic).

¢ Consider that Three Rivers Park District is conducting a feasibility study for a north-south
bike/walking trail. Any freight rail diversion should be examined for issues concerning
mitigation with trail location, construction, and usage, including the safety impacts of these
two adjacent uses.

e Consider the extent which freight rail cars conwmin hazardous substances as they travel
through St. Louis Park, and the impact on our community of any potential derailment.

¢ Assess elimination of the rail “wye” in the Elmwood/Oxford neighborhood, on which trains
are backed up, de-coupled and reconfigured. This is a lengthy and noisy process that
adversely affects the neighborhood all hours of the day and night.

¢ Evaluate the possibility of moving the current rail switching and blocking operations (which
occur in SLP, Hopkins, and Minnetonka) to Glencoe.

The potential diversion of freight rail traffic through St. Louis Park would not be necessary but for
the potential construction of the SWLRT along Route Nos. 1A or 3A and the potential decision by
HCRRA to decline to fix the “bottleneck”. Absent such decisions, freight rail traffic could continue
indefinitely on its present alignment through the Kenilworth corridor. We believe it is critical that
funding be made available to evaluate these impacts on St. Louis Park, as part of the development of
the SWLRT. Additionally, the costs of these required mecasures must be considered, and be
transparent to the public, as an integral element of the overall costs of Route Nos. 1A and 3A, when
the final route is selected.

DEIS Study Requirements — Additional Transit Impacts

There are a number of issues that need additional attention beyond the typical required DEIS items,
due to associated transportation issues. To address these issues, St. Louis Park requests that HCRRA
address the following items to be evaluated as part of the DEIS process:

® Address the need to grade separate the light rail line and trail at both Beltline Boulevard and
Wooddale Avenue.

» Evaluate the impacts of access, circulation and traffic issues in the station areas.

® Determine the need for parking in the station areas, and determine the demand versus
supply and the spillover impacts to neighborhoods.
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e Determine the need for a circulating feeder bus system to serve the transit stations; and

resolve how that will be provided.

Conclusion
The full costs of rerouting freight rail traffic through St. Louis Park must be evaluated as part of
route selection for SWLRT, The above suggests the types of improvements which will be necessary,
and which require analysis as part of the DEIS process. We expect that these issues would be
reviewed as part of this process and it is our request that the DEIS process incorporate all of our
We additionally request that the DEIS process include at least one
meeting within St. Louis Park to discuss these unique issues.

Thank you for your attention to these concerns.

Deputy City Manager

Mayor Jeff Jacobs
Councilmember John Basill
Councilmember C. Paul Carver
Councilmember Phil Finkelstein
Councilmember Paul Omodt
Councilmember Loran Paprocki
Councilmember Sue Sanger
City Manager Tom Harmening
Jim Brimeyer, PAC Member
Lisa Miller, CAC Member

Bob Tift, CAC Member

Bill James, CAC Member
Shawn Klein, CAC Member




