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) Railroad Authority

TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS
The followi ng is the TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS,
taken before Rebekah J. Bishop, Notary Public, Registered
Prof essional Reporter, Certified Realtine Reporter, at the
M nneapolis Central Library, 300 Nicollet Mall, M nneapolis,

M nnesota, commencing at 6:00 p.m on January 19, 2016.
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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 MR, McLAUGHLI N:  Good eveni ng, everybody.
3 Wel cone to Hennepin County's M nneapolis Central
4 Li brary. W want to wel cone you here to this beautiful
5 facility. | want to first introduce ny coll eagues on
6 the county board. ['ll start on this end with -- ["1]]
7 just let you introduce yourself. How about that?
8 M5. GREENE: |'m Marion G eene. On the
9 Hennepi n County Board, | represent the southwestern
10 portion of Mnneapolis and St. Louis Park.
11 M5. HGEA NS: | guess |I'mnext. Linda
12 Higgins; | represent District 2, and part of the
13 Bottineau |ine cones right through our own district.
14 MR, JOHNSON: Jeff Johnson, western Hennepin
15 County.
16 MR, OPAT: M ke Opat, northwestern Hennepin
17 County.
18 MR, McLAUGHLIN: So these are ny col |l eagues.
19 They are -- have been heavily involved in the
20 devel opnment of this and the other line. W're going to
21 tal k toni ght about Bottineau LRT, which will be a vital
22 conponent of the whole transit system for the region
23 and for -- and in particular, it wll be very inportant
24 for transit service in Hennepin County. It'll have
25 el even stations in five different conmunities.
Depo International, Inc.
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We've conme to believe that this -- these
| ines provide access to jobs, support for businesses,
so it gets people to jobs, and it gets enpl oyees to
enpl oyers so that people can earn a living and their
busi nesses can thrive.

It's an incredibly strong connection, not
only to dowmmtown M nneapolis, but to the VA Hospital,
the airport, and other stops along the Blue Line. But,
al so, you can nake connections starting at the G een
Line to the University of Mnnesota, a host of other
uni versities along the Green Line, as well as
connecting to the Capitol and the city of St. Paul, as
wel | as connections to North Hennepin Community Coll ege
and Hennepin Technical are right on the line itself.
Soit's a--it's agreat -- a great connector within
the region as a part of this systemthat we' re talking
about buil ding out.

It's also going to be -- we've worked hard to
i ntegrate bicycle and pedestrian connecti on and access
to a nunber of parks, including Theodore Wrth Park, a
| ar ge regi onal park

In addition to that, | just want to thank ny
col | eagues for their engagenent on this project. And
in particular, | want to thank M. Opat and

Comm ssi oner Hi ggi ns who have had -- who have been
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involved in this process. The line runs through their
districts, and without their |eadership on ny board, we
woul d not be where we are today.

In addition to that, though, tonight we're
tal ki ng about nunici pal consent, which is a vote by the
cities and as well as the county board, on the line
itself and the direction it's going, and so we
appreci ate the involvenent of our city officials and
the community people along the -- along the entire
l'ine.

We've got a lot of you, a |lot of discussions,
and we -- | think we have a great product here not only
internms of the line itself, but also in ternms of the
station area planning that's going on so that actually
create great places along these |ines.

W' ve seen -- we've seen the energence of
that along our two lines that have devel oped so far.
There's plenty of planning and di scussion al ong
Sout hwest as well, and so we think that's an integral
part of what we're doing.

So, again, it's going to be inportant that
this is one step along the way, and we invite you and
t hank you for being here tonight and just taking
tonight's step. But there are other steps in the

future, including efforts to get state support, state
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financial support for this line, and so we encourage
you to stay involved and be part of the process here to
bring this additional light-rail (unintelligible).

And so I'Il turn it over to ny friend and
col | eague and resident of ny district, as a matter of
fact, M. Duininck fromthe chair of the Metropolitan
Counci | .

MR, DU NINCK:  Thank you, Conm ssi oner
McLaughlin; | appreciate that. And it's ny pleasure to
be here tonight. | think the first thing I'll dois to
take a page out of your book and just have ny
col | eagues introduce thensel ves fromthe council.

We're joined by other council nenbers from around the
regi on.

MS. LETOFSKY: Carol Letofsky fromDistrict
8, which is also where both Peter MlLaughlin and Adam
Dui ni nck |ive.

M5. RUMVEL: Sandy Rummel from District 11,
which is way on the other side of the region.

MR, CUNNINGHAM I'm Gary Cunningham |'min
District 7; that is downtown M nneapolis, north
M nneapolis, south M nneapolis, and Robbi nsdal e.

MS. SCHREI BER: | "' m Lona Schrei ber; |
represent District 2 on the Metropolitan Council. M

district includes northern Hennepin County, which
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includes the city of -- cities of Brooklyn Park and
Br ookl yn Cent er

M5. WULFF: Wendy Wil ff, District 16 on the
Metropolitan Council, and ny district includes a |arge
portion of Dakota County and a small portion of Scott
County.

MR, DU NI NCK:  Thank you, council nenbers, for
being here. And | also want to echo ny gratitude
towar ds Counci | mrenmber Cunni ngham and Schrei ber who have
been engaged in this process fromthe very begi nning.
This is -- the line also runs through their districts,
and they've had a lot of tine and community neetings
around the region. And they're working on the Corridor
Managenent Committee as well.

I"mgoing to wal k through a coupl e of

housekeeping itens here, to talk a little bit about

format, then I'"'mgoing to introduce -- we'll all get
off the stage for a few nonents. W'IlI|l conme down and
sit herein the front row, and I'll turn it over to

project officer Dan Soler. He'll walk through a little
bit of a PowerPoint presentation kind of stating the
project, and then we will open it up to public hearing.
But | want to let you knowif you're going to
speak today, nake sure that you've signed up with the

sign-in sheet. W have the first one filled up here
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toni ght, so nmake sure you've done that, and our staff
will et us know.

As you all know, this is your opportunity to
provi de input to the Hennepin County Regional Rail and
to the Metropolitan Council. Speakers will have up to
two minutes tonight to state your nane, your address
for the record, and if you're representing a group,
pl ease identify that group as well. | wll be keeping
time up here to |l et you know about what your tine is,
and I'Il try to call folks two at atinme to give you a
sense for who is com ng up next.

I"'mtrying to think if there's anything el se
in the housekeeping part. |If there -- | think, you
know, we're not going to keep everyone to a strict tine
limt, but, obviously, you're all respecting each
other's tinme, so try to keep it to two m nutes as best
you can.

This isn't your only opportunity to provide
public input. |If you live in one of the cities al ong
the line, they're all doing both open houses and public
hearings in each individual city as well. 1'd
encourage you to participate in that part of the
process. And, obviously, we've collected a | ot of
public input today, so -- (loud coughing).

Peter nmentioned a real inportant step in the
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process, a big mlestone that I want to thank everybody
up here up on stage for the work that it's take --
taken to get the project to this point. | |look forward
to hearing all the feedback again tonight.

So wth that, I'lIl ask Dan Soler to cone
forward. And | think that everybody up here -- | think
we're going to go sit down in the seats so we don't
have a big, bright light in our face.

MR SOLER. Ckay. Thank you, M. Chair,
Conmm ssi oner McLaughl i n.

Tonight is really a public hearing, so it's
really -- it's really for us to hear fromthe public,
but before we do that, we really just want to run
t hrough a qui ck Power Poi nt that has and identifies why
we're here and then a little bit about the -- alittle
bit about the alignnent.

| know fol ks had an opportunity to hopefully
take a | ook at sonme of the boards out there and ask
sone questions. But we're here tonight to have our
muni ci pal consent public hearing, and this is for the
Blue Line Extension. And | guess the Chair introduced
me, but I'll introduce nyself as well. 1'm Dan Sol er;
|"mthe project director for Met Council for the Blue
Li ne Extension project.

And the Blue Line Extension is one of the

Depo International, Inc.
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legs in our netro transit nmetro system which is what
we are term ng our system of all-day, frequent-service
pi eces, and that -- that began with the original

H awat ha, which is the Blue Line, supplenented with a
project that | had the great opportunity to work on for
seven years, and that's the Geen Line, the central
corridor fromSt. Paul to downtown M nneapolis; those
two nmake up the first two | egs of that.

That's currently been suppl enented with our
first BRT project, which is the red line, fromMall of
Anmerica down south into Dakota County. And we have two
ot her LRT projects in the works, the G een Line
Ext ensi on and the Bl ue Line Extension as well.

So real quick overview, the Blue Line
Extension, it's a 13-mle project that adds an
additional 11 stations and 13 and a half mles of track
from downt owmn M nneapolis northwest through the cities
of M nneapolis, Golden Valley, Robbinsdale, Crystal,
Brooklyn Park, termnating -- termnating north of
H ghway 610 up near Cak G ove Parkway. 27,000 rides
estimated by 2030, so that's our -- 2040, sorry.

That's our -- that's our estimated ridership.

So tonight we're at the nunicipal consent

process, and this is a statutory requirenment that we

have as | eaders of a -- of alight-rail project in the
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Twn Cities to have a fornmal public hearing on the
prelimnary design plans of the project.

So what constitutes the prelimnary design
pl ans of the project? WlIl, what we know ri ght now and
what we're expecting to know at the tinme of the
muni ci pal consent are sone of these nore sinple things:

Where is the track going to go? Wat's the
alignment? How many stations are we going to have, and
where are they going to be? Wich roadways are we
doi ng work on and inproving as part of the project?
Where wll we build sidewal ks and pedestrian crossings?
Do we have an operations and mai ntenance facility on
this project, which we do, and where is that |ocated?
How are we working with BNSF? And those typi cal
el ements.

So that -- this is not final design. This is
not at its conpletion. W're at about -- we're at
about between 15 and 30 percent design right now, but
t hese physical design conponents are the pieces that
are part of our rnunicipal consent plan.

So a quick wal k through the alignnment on
these slides shows that we begin and we start here.
This is, obviously, Target Field, and so here is where
Target Field is, right in here. Target Field Station,

this is where the existing Blue Line and Geen Lines
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cone together.

This blue bar is where we wll take off, and
by the way, this is southwest as it cones here
over head, and we nove west from Target Field Station
down at-grade and al ong Trunk H ghway 55, d son
Menori al H ghway.

We go over 1-94 over the existing bridge, and
we have two stations along H ghway 55. W have a
station here between Van Wite and Bryant, and we have
a station here at Penn. And so as part of the project,
we'll be reconstructing H ghway 55. We'Ill be putting
in the better sidewal ks along there, inproving the
pedestrian crossings, inproving the signals, bringing
the speed down a little bit, trying to make it alittle
bit safer and easier to nove al ong that roadway for
pedestri ans.

As we get near Theodore Wrth Park, we nake a
turn to the north and go underneath a new bridge on
H ghway 55, and for the next eight mles, we run the
Bl ue Line Extension LRT Project in the BNSF rail
corridor. So that's -- and that |ast exhibit, we were
pointing to the north. Now, north is to our right. So
we're noving along here; Theodore Wrth park is in
here. W're on the railroad right-of-way.

We have a station here at Plynouth Avenue, at

Depo International, Inc.
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the Plynmouth Avenue bridge. W continue north al ong
the railroad right-of-way, have a station at Gol den
Val | ey Road that now includes sonme | evel of parking
here, a new CGol den Vall ey Road bridge, a new Theodore
Wrth park bridge, and a station.

W' ve got sonme wetlands in here. And on the
next slide, you see to the north up here, we continue
north, we keep going, here's what's terned as Gi nes
Pond, a wetland area in here that we're building a
bri dge through there for LRT.

We continue north into Robbinsdal e, and
that's where our next station takes place, right on the
next slide between 41st Avenue and 42nd Avenue, with a
station in downtown Robbinsdale. This is -- this is
downt own Robbi nsdal e.

W're building a Park & Ride in here with
sone additional devel opnent, noving our bus turnaround;
that takes place here. W're building a transit hub
here in downtown Robbinsdale with a station platform
at-grade and two crossings there at 41st and 42nd.

We continue north over Trunk H ghway 100 on
the new bridge. W continue north through a newy
configured West Broadway intersection. Wst Broadway
is on the west side of the tracks and then turns to the

east side of the tracks here, so we're reconstructing
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this.

W're in the city of Crystal now W
continue north through Corvallis. W go up and over --
we go up and over the CP railroad tracks here to the
next piece, which is a station in Crystal, and that is
a station right at Bass Lake Road. This is Bass Lake
Road, county roadway running east and west.

You can start to see Hi ghway 81 now, County
Road 81, Bottineau Boulevard, a little bit of where
Bottineau LRT got its nane as Blue Line Extension. W
have the station here at Bass Lake Road. W continue
north al ong H ghway 81; again, staying on railroad
right-of-way. W cross right here into the city of
Br ookl yn Park and then have a station right at 63rd and
County Road 81. That's the 63rd Avenue Stati on.

There's an existing Park & Ride here that's
just been sitting there, wonderfully waiting for this
new LRT cone and join it, and so we're happy to bring
LRT at the station here and put that Park & Ride to
much better use.

W continue north, still on the railroad
right-of-way, still along with BNSF, north and
underneath 694 up to what is -- this is 71st Avenue
right here. This is kind of the continuation of West

Broadway in here, and this is 73rd Avenue. And we
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woul d be bringing LRT up and over a bridge over H ghway
81 right in this |ocation.

And this is where we transition fromthe
rail road right-of-way, over a bridge, over 81, down
at-grade, and now we transition onto West Broadway. So
we run north in Brooklyn Park al ong West Broadway with
a station here at Brooklyn Boul evard. This is Brooklyn
Boul evard and 80 -- or Brooklyn Boul evard and West
Br oadway i ntersection.

We continue north, in the center of West
Broadway, north to a station here at 85th Avenue; 85th
runs east/west. W have a station platformhere. This
is North Hennepin Community College. This is the new
Hennepi n County Library that's under construction right
now, and so that station takes place there.

W continue north al ong Brooklyn Boul evard
wth a station here at 93rd, another east/west county
roadway that runs through there. And then right when
we get past 93rd, we transition over to the west side
and run along the west side of West Broadway over
H ghway 610. We build a new bridge at 610, and then
termnate wwth the end of the line station here at Cak
G ove Parkway.

This is the target north canmpus. These

roadways in here are new roadways and are a new roadway
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configuration wth a very significant size Park & R de
here to kind of establish a new | ook for what m ght
happen with redevel opnment in this area. There's a

ot -- there's about 300 acres that Brooklyn Park has
i n undevel oped property up here, so that's the end of
the line station.

Though we al so have a nai ntenance facility,
as | tal ked about, so even though we'll end daily train
traffic here, unless we are going into the maintenance
facility, we have sonme non-revenue track that runs
al ong Gak Grove Parkway and then into a new operations
and mai ntenance facility that we're proposing to build
in north Brooklyn Park, along there.

So that's a real quick run-down of the
al ignment and the various pieces. W're here today on
January 19th holding the joint public hearing for the
County and the rail authority and Met Council.

Cities -- all five of our cities that I
menti oned, M nneapolis, Golden Valley, Robbinsdale,
Crystal, and Brooklyn Park each al so have public
heari ngs schedul ed for the LRT project. Those wl|
take place within that 45-day tinme franme, and then the
cities and the County will act on the nunicipal consent
pl ans by March 4th. These two dates, 30 and 45 days,

are both statutory dates.
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I"'mnot going to go through this whole slide,
but this gives fol ks an understandi ng of when the
public hearings are in each of the cities and when each
of the cities is expected to take an action either at
their city council or county board for those particul ar
pi eces.

So as the Chair nentioned before, you can
certainly give public testinony here today; that's what
nost fol ks are doing. W're also accepting comments
until January 29 on these particul ar pieces and these
ot her ways as wel |.

Is that everything? Wat cones after this?

Ch, we've got design. W' ve got a |ong way
to go after this. W're not going to spend a | ot of
time on this, but, obviously, nunicipal consent is a
point in time. The overall schedule for this project
is to continue in advance design through 2017 and then
have construction in 2018, 2019, 2020, to the 2021
openi ng day.

So that's a quick overview of the project,
and | think now we'll go ahead and |l et the fol ks take
their seats back up on the stage and open up the public
heari ng.

MR, DU NINCK:  Thank you for that overview.

And | also just want to echo -- give ny

Depo International, Inc.
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t houghts and thanks to a few folks fromthe Community
Advi sory Conm ttee, Business Advisory Conmttee, other
| ocal elected officials that are here, and | saw a
nunber of them outsi de.

Thanks for being here tonight. | know you're
probably going to be at a nunber of other public
heari ngs and open houses here in the next six to eight
weeks, so | appreciate your help in the process.

I think what we'll do nowis start the
public --

MR McLAUGHLIN. | just wanted to add one
other thing. There was a nention there about one-seat
ride. For those of you who aren't into transit |ingo,
that neans that you don't have to -- if you conme down
on the Blue Line from Brooklyn Park, you don't have to
change anywhere along the line to get to the VA or to
the airport. It's a -- it's a plug-and-play point that
we know that Target Field Station.

So you just keep going, which is why it's
called the Blue Line instead of the Blue from Botti neau
and then H awat ha, because it's actually one |line; you
don't have to get off. If you want to go to St. Paul
you don't need to nmake a transfer at any of the stops
i n downtowmn M nneapolis, and then you can get to -- get

the University of Mnnesota or to St. Paul.
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But it's literally a one-seat ride all the
way to the airport or the VA Hospital or the Mll of
Anerica, so | just wanted to clarify that to people
because sonetinmes people don't understand that if you
have to change, the nane of the |line has to change.

Thank you

MR, DU NI NCK:  Thank you, Conmm ssi oner.

Al right. So | think what we'll do is we'll
get started here; I'Il call out sone nanmes. And
apol ogi ze in advance if | have a hard tinme with
pronunciation. M nane is routinely m spronounced, so
we' || have sonme -- be understanding with ne.

The first two nanes on ny list here are
Al exis Pennie and Richard Adair, so we'll call them up.
You have two m nutes, and Sophie here wll take tine.

MR, PENNI E: Good evening. Thank you so
much, Chair Duininck and the collective officials here.
| want to say thank you, also, to the public that's
here. | knowit's really inportant that we have
f eedback, so kudos to everyone for being here.

Ckay. So what | wanted to say today pertains
to the Bottineau line. |I'msure there's no surprise
that 1'm here tal king about this. Specifically what |
wanted to do is to say | was on the Station Area

Pl anning Commttee for Bottineau, specifically around
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Penn Avenue Station. |'mthankful for that; that was
great .

During those conversations, | w sh we
woul d' ve been able to talk nore about how
transportati on should be | ooked at fromthe I ens of a
Cvil Rights Title VI, and it'd be vital to justice.
Unfortunately, we never had those discussions, but
that's all right, though, which kind of |eads nme to ny
next point of why we're probably having this discussion
t oday.

Wth other projects, like, for exanple,
with -- with Prospect Park, they cane up with a plan
cal l ed "Prospect Park 2020," which was their guiding
econon ¢ divided -- devel opnent plan around intentional
and coordi nated public/private partnerships.
Unfortunately, with the planning organi zation that we
did for Penn Avenue and Van Wiite Station in north
M nneapolis | ooks nothing |like that. [It's not very
visionary at all.

And sadly, just down the street fromus over
at the Target Field Station, you guys are -- you guys
are nelting your snow, creating water, creating steam
selling it to Target Field Station, selling it to the
North Loop, creating noney off of that with your

partners at Covanta. And that -- that's legit; 1I'd
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like to see that noney happen in north M nneapolis,
too, create sone wealth over there.

| want you to work with your city partners to
i npl enent a devel opnent process along A son Menori al
H ghway that's going to inplenent the conmunity's
vi sion rather than devel opers' visions about ground
density. Even in north -- downtown M nneapolis,
there's not that |level of density that takes place.

In places like Nicollet Island -- N collet
| sl and Organi zation, for exanple, Victor G anbsch, he
wants to see higher density over in that nei ghborhood;
that's great you have noney for those nei ghborhoods.
And if you want to see that in our nei ghborhoods, help
us see that overall vision or help us buy into to that
overall vision. For exanple, 30 percent of affordable
housing in those new units that you're going to build
in the new devel opnent, that's a good start, for
exanpl e.

| know I'mrunning short on tinme; mssed
opportunity here with respect to creating safer
i ntersections along A son Menorial H ghway. Got it. |
want to make sure that everybody knows that this is --
even though it's a highway, there's schools, there's
parks, there's children, there's people that are

el derly, there's disabled people that live in these
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devel opnent projects adjacent to it.

The light -- the lights that we have
currently are not working for people in order to give
themtinme enough to cross the street. 1'man
abl e- bodi ed person; | feel that way.

And, lastly, | want you working with WMhDOT to
i npl ement that protected bi keway that you' re going to
get fromVan -- here over to the Van Wite Station.
Wrk wth MnDOT to get it over 94; get it all the way
to Target Field. Do it right the first tine.

Thank you. Have a great day.

MR, DU NINCK: Next up is Richard Adair
foll owed by Ron WI i ans.

MR. ADAIR. Richard Adair, 200 Uptown Avenue
Sout h, pretty close to the Penn Avenue Station.

Two recent events underscore the inportance
of building this Iine. Last nonth, the nations of the
world gathered in Paris to di scuss how each coul d
reduce carbon em ssions and save the planet.

It's hard for ne to i nmagine that we woul dn't
want to be part of this process |locally and by buil ding
an energy-efficient electric train which would be used
for mllions of trips each year

Second, |ast nonth, racial denonstrations

flared on Plynouth Avenue. Anobng other things, the

Depo International, Inc.
(763) 591-0535 or (800) 591-9722 | info@depointer national.com Page 22



Blue Line Extension Municipal Consent Hearing - 1/19/2016
Metropolitan Council

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

protesters asked for nore investnent in north
M nneapolis, as the previous speaker did.

It's hard for nme to imagine a nore effective
investnment than a transit systemthat woul d get
north-siders to jobs -- good jobs across the netro, and
these jobs would be at -- you can only get to these
j obs at speeds that are reachable by light-rail

A large national study from Harvard recently
rel eased showed that all the -- |ooked at the different
factors that could be -- that were associated with
children born into poverty getting out of poverty.

The nunber one factor was not living in an
area of crinme or a lot of two-parent famlies or school
test scores or anything like that. The nunber one
factor was transportation, getting to and work -- from
wor k qui ckly, getting hone in time to parent your
children, m xing around with other kinds of people.

So what we need is -- and you can watch ny
hand here -- we need both light-rail |lines be built
out, we need a bus rapid transit on Penn, and we need a
circulator bus on Plynmouth -- west on Plynouth, south
on Penn, east on 394, and up on Van Wite.

The governor has appointed a | egislative task
force to look at -- to address racial disparities, and

this is one issue wth transit getting to work that
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resonates with rural people and city people; it
resonates with Republicans and Denocrats because it --
being able to get to work is an issue of basic
fairness.

MR, DU NINCK:  Thank you. Next up is Ron
WIllians, foll owed by George Puzak.

MR WLLIAMS: Hello, I"'mRon WIIlians, and
live at 4368 France Avenue North in Robbinsdale. And
l'ma Vietnamveteran; |I'mretired from-- of -- from
banki ng in 2010.

| -- 1 used the bus systemfor 30 years to
get to work, and so | realize the value of -- of a
reasonabl e transportati on system

M wife and | still are a one-car famly, and
| take the bus four or five tines a week to go to the
Uof Mas a student. And it's estimated that a famly
saves $8,500 a year by having just one car instead of
two. Well, at that rate, for the last 20 years, ny

wi fe and | have saved $150,000. Well, that depends

upon what the | ast presentation was. It depends on
there -- a job being available for ne and ny wife
t oget her.

And the LRT is really inportant, | think, to

extend those kind of opportunities to people in south

M nneapolis and north M nneapolis, but then all the
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j obs are downt own M nneapolis.

They -- they -- they need the extended
network, which by the line will -- part of the
extension, so | think that's really inportant for --
for job creation and people to get to those jobs.

Thank you very much.

MR DU NI NCK:  Thank you.

Next is CGeorge Puzak, followed by Jessica
Treat.

| s CGeorge here?

Al right. Jessica, are you ready?

M5. TREAT: |'mready.

MR DU NINCK: Al right. Jessica Treat,
foll owed up by Chelsie @ aubitz.

M5. TREAT: Good evening, M. Chair, Hennepin
County Comm ssioners, and Met Council nenbers. M nane
is Jessica Treat, and |'mthe very new executive
director of Transit for Livable Comunities.

We are a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy
organi zation with over 100 -- 10,000 nenbers across the
Twin CGties netro. Qur mssionis to make it easier
for people to choose transit, biking, and wal ki ng nore
of t en.

Transit for Livable Communities believes the

Bl ue Line Extension Project is a key conponent of
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grow ng a netro-w de system of transitways and expanded
bus service that will provide residents with viable
transportati on options.

We strongly support the current plans for the
Bl ue Line extension and appreciate the hard work
undertaken by all the cities, Hennepin County, and the
Bl ue Line Extension Project Ofice to nove this project
forward. This project will greatly expand affordabl e
transportati on options and reduce transportation
em ssi ons.

Travelers using transit rather than driving
on a regul ar basis can save over $4,000 per year, and
on a per-mle basis consune about half the energy and
emt atiny fraction of the snbg emtted by solo
drivers.

Light-rail is an efficient way to nove | arge
nunmbers of comuters, with an estinmated 27,000 weekday
rides in 2030. Light-rail, not buses or cars, is the
best transportation solution for this corridor.

We are pleased to see that the project plans
i ncl ude essential considerations for pedestrian and
bi cycl e connections to stations and for future
transit-oriented devel opnent at Park & Ride facilities
and ot her |ocations along the |ine.

We believe this project is an inportant step
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toward addressing our region's incone and raci al

di sparities because Bottineau LRT will prove -- inprove
access to jobs and opportunity in the corridor --
corridor where nearly half of the residents are people
of color.

Addi tionally, construction of the project is
expected to create 2,500 |iving-wage construction jobs.

Overall, the benefits far exceed the project
costs. The build-out of a regional system of
transitways is expected to generate nearly $3 of direct
econom c benefits for every dollar invested. The
maj ority of these econom c benefits are reduced traffic
delays for cars and truck -- car and truck drivers.

Finally, we question the need for a Park &
Ride facility at Golden -- CGolden Valley Road. The
station is less than three mles from downt own
M nneapolis. W are concerned that a Park & Ri de
facility this close to the corridor will provide an
incentive for drivers further northwest on the line to
drive to this | ocation.

If a Park & Ride is desired here, we suggest
that its capital cost be paid for by users; for
exanpl e, through parking fees so that |imted funding
resources can be devoted to enhancing transit, biking,

and wal ki ng connections to the planned stations.
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Thank you

MR, DU NI NCK:  Thank you very much.

Up next is Chelsie daubitz, foll owed by
Li nda Gant.

M5. GLAUBI TZ: Hello. Thank you,
Commi ssi oners, and thank you, council nmenbers. M nane
is Chelsie Qaubitz, and I'mthe president of the
M nneapol i s Regi onal Labor Federation. And we
represent the western seven counties of the netro area,
the unbrella organization, and a hub for all union
menbers and our famlies.

W represent the people who are going to
build this project; we represent the people who are
going to be driving these trains; and we represent the
wor kers who will be using these trains to get to work,
recreation, school, and all other necessities such as
hospitals and -- and health care.

We strongly support municipal consent, but
ask you guys who continue to nmake your deliberations to
chal l enge the status quo and ensure that this project
iIs neeting the ridership where they are at in an
equi table way with both your design and your
i npl ement ati on goi ng forward.

W need the transportation system of tonorrow

to be equitable, fair, reliable, and nodern. CQur
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menbers will be providing you a very high-quality
service in its construction and its operation and the
devel opnent around it. And in return, we require high
expectations on this project as well, whether it is for
our retiring baby booners and our nenbership or our
future union nmenbers who are com ng up through the
ranks now.

Thank you for your |eadership. It's these
types of decisions that are going to shape our future
econony, they're going to shape our future workforce,
and | hope that it is strong, diverse, and dynam c.

Thank you

MR DU NINCK: Chelsie -- up next is -- next
is Linda Gant, followed by Tou Xi ong.

M5. GANT: This is a public hearing about
comments on the nunici pal consent process.

First, I1'd like to say when | expl ai ned what
was going on in the northwest suburbs, 1'd tell people
bef ore Robbi nsdal e, Gol den Val ley, Crystal, Brooklyn
Park, they're already 100 percent conpliant to whatever
the Met Council wants regarding this, but it's a | egal
requirenent.

And, al so, about the municipal consent
process, you're doing it before the EIS gets issued,

which is exactly what Sout hwest is suing you over. So
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| wonder: |Is there a different standard for the Bl ue
Li ne which goes to a remarkably | ower-inconme group and
Sout hwest gets to have that environnental inpact
statenent before the nmunicipal consent process?

Anot her comment |'ve got about muni ci pal
consent was: There | was in Robbinsdale City Council
many years ago when Marcia dick was mayor, and a
counci | person hearing about this project cane up and
said to her, "W can oppose her,"” and it -- or, "W can
oppose this."™ And her coment was it wouldn't do any
good; they're going to do whatever they want anyway.

And then | hear in the nmedia that there's no
opposition to this project, and what | -- what ny
guestion to that is: |Is the only thing you find as
opposition a lawsuit?

The ot her reason Southwest is suing you is
because you' ve used the EIS process to conpletely
elimnate BRT as instead of doing LRT, and that's the
ot her thi ng.

So there's another way that the north side is

not getting the sanme standard of scrutiny that

Bottineau is, and the -- so -- so nuch for that.
The other thing I want to comment on -- well,
| guess you don't have to -- | don't have tine to talk

about what's happening in Sochacki Park already, but
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al ready we know how you intend to treat our wildlife
habi tat because we're really disgusted with what has
al ready happened.

MR, DU NINCK: | know that the ground rules
are that | -- that we aren't going to respond things,
but I want to be clear for the audience to take a | ook
at the judge's order fromlast sumer on the Southwest
LRT awsuit, and you will see we've been pretty good
about that situation. So --

M5. GANT: Read the |awsuit.

MR. DU NINCK: The next speaker is --

M5. GANT: Read the |awsuit.

MR DU NINCK: -- Tou Xiong, followed by
Denetrick Powers.

MR XIONG Good evening, council nenbers, and
good evening, Comm ssion. M nane is Tou Xiong; | work
for the Harrison Nei ghborhood Association, and here are
the Harrison residents. Could you please raise your
hand? W' ve got sone in the back there, too, and we're
all here; we're all excited about this great project
that is going on for our comrunity.

However, the Harrison Nei ghborhood
Associ ation also has lots of inputs fromresidents
wthin the Harrison -- the Harrison area, and there

are -- Harrison stands wth the Harrison nei ghbors --
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nei ghbor hood i n demandi ng that, you know, one, all new
devel opnent and zoning for future devel opnent shoul d
require 30 percent of all dwelling units at the current
affordability nmetric.

The second piece is that all current
residents be given first right of refusal in new
housi ng that m ght displace them

The third piece is the construction of towers
or high rises taller -- taller than five stories be
prohi bited.

And the next piece is environnental concerns
of Harrison residents. Harrison residents would |ike
to see clearly defined plans for mtigation in terns of
pollution for air quality and ground water.

The third piece, Harrison residents would
like to see any trees that should be replaced -- any
trees that should be displaced woul d be replaced in
Harri son near north and Heritage Park.

And the fourth piece, you know, Harrison
woul d Iike to see concrete goals for increasing access.
For -- for instance, you know, job opportunities for
Harri son residents and near -- nearby nei ghbors.

And the fifth piece, Harrison residents would
like to prioritize current business and housing

structures that currently exist and supplies --
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suppl i es avail abl e housing for Harrison residents.

And, finally, it was nentioned earlier by --
by anot her speaker is that Harrison residents would
like to see safety and access safety neasures put in
pl ace, because even though it's on H ghway 55, there
are schools there, Sumer Library, there are libraries
there, there are day care centers there, and we would
like to see a nore conprehensive plan in terns of
safety neasures that would be in place once the |ine
gets put in there.

So that's it, and thank you -- thank you for
the opportunity.

MR DU NI NCK: Denetrick Powers, followed by
Matt Schirber.

MR. PONERS: Good eveni ng, council nmenbers and
Conmmi ssioner. M nane is Denetrick Powers; I'ma
transit-oriented devel opnent organi zer at Harrison
Nei ghbor hood Associ ati on.

Harri son nei ghborhood is an environnmentali st
comunity that is 70 percent rental -based, 65 percent
peopl e of color, 40 percent people bel ow the age of 25,
and 17 percent people with disabilities.

Over the last year, Harrison Nei ghborhood
Associ ati on has engaged over 1,500 residents, hosted

several open houses, served on comrunity working
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groups, Health and -- Health Equity Engagenent Cohort,
the Blue Line Corridor Managenent Committee, Conmmunity
Advi sory Comm ttee, and the Redevel opnment Oversi ght
Commttee for -- Commttee for Bassett Creek Vall ey.

The community we live in is hone to public
institutions such as libraries and schools -- school s,
as well as public housing devel opnents and el derly
comunities as well. Menbers of our conmunities are
frequent users of public transportation, and efforts to
i nprove access and safety should be prioritized. There
is yet to be clear -- there is yet to be clear answers
on pedestrian crossing tines.

Menbers of our communities are concerned --
are al so concerned about environnent -- environnental
I ssues such as air pollution -- air pollution and water
pollution fromline construction. There is yet to be
clear answers to mtigate these issues.

We ask that a concrete goal of a m ni num of
30 percent affordable housing investnents are nade
using current AM figures and cost and earning anal ysis
to determne affordability.

W al so ask that the preservation and
integration of existing structures are used to prevent
i ncreasing residential and conmercial rents.

Finally, we ask that efforts are nade to
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guard against future fare increases. Current and
future users of public transportati on should not have
to pay for the Iine now

Thank you very much.

MR, DU NI NCK:  Thanks, Denetrick.

Matt Schirber, followed by Nestor Garcia.

MR SCHI RBER: Hello, ny nane is Matt
Schirber, and | live in Harrison nei ghborhood.

As a resident of Harrison, | support the work
that Harri son Nei ghborhood Associ ati on does to nake
sure that the Blue Line Extension and future
devel opnents benefit nme and ny comunity.

| see the inportance of housing -- affordable
housi ng in the nei ghborhood, and | ask that there be at
| east 30 percent affordable housing in the nei ghborhood
based on the average nedi an i ncone.

Every day, | take the 19 bus on d son
Menorial Hi ghway, and it's very dangerous to cross the
hi ghway. There's not enough tine, and | see that as a
very inmportant part of the new devel opnent of the |ine,
that there be anple tine to cross.

So thank you so nmuch for your tine.

MR, DU NINCK:  Thank you very mnuch.

Next is Nestor Garcia, followed by Belle

Phillipe. I1'msorry, | can't pronounce the |ast nane
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right.

MR, GARCI A: (Good evening, everyone. [|'m
al so a Harrison resident, and | was reading -- the
devel opnent plan states that one of the benefits to the
public woul d be enpl oynent opportunities. | would |ike
these jobs that are created to support the community of
Harrison with earning a |iving wage.

In 2015 -- for 2015, fair market rent for a
t wo- bedroom apartrment in Mnnesota is $894. |In order
to afford this level of rent with utilities, paying
nore than 30 percent of their incone for housing, a
fam ly nust earn $35, 765.07, which -- which equals out
to $17.20 for a 40-hour week, earning hourly. So,
yeah, that's a big concern for ne.

And another thing is we don't want famlies
to be displaced or any kind of gentrification in the
Harri son community, and it would be nice to see | ocal
busi nesses that wll benefit fromthis.

And, al so, Harrison Nei ghborhood Associ ation
and the residents will also like to have a say in the
rezoning for zones R 5 and |I-1 and al so touch on the
bus fare staying where it's at, hopefully it won't
i ncrease, and the safety of the residents at Park Pl aza
about the air pollution and the water as the

construction is being -- being done on the |ine.
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MR, DU NI NCK:  Thank you, Nestor.

Next is Belle Phillipe, followed by Logan
Qui ggl e.

M5. PHI LLIPE: H, good evening. |I'ma
resident of Harrison Neighborhood, and I live at Park
Pl aza, and | have been for 17 years.

My concern | would like to ask you is this:
As you begin construction, you' ve heard a | ot of people
say the elderly, the children, and I would like to add
t hat babi es are constantly born.

But nmy one concern is: Wuld you -- would
you consider giving us air conditioners? Because our
bui I dings are brick and concrete, and in the sunmmer, |
don't know, | heard soneone say that we have
doubl e- pane glass in our windows -- our w ndows, and |
would like to say to you that once you shut themin the
summer, it's an instant oven.

You woul d have to have them cracked, but wth
the construction, there will be debris and things
floating in the air. And as | said, |I've lived there
17 years, and | can attest to you that the elderly wll
not be able to.

| have seen oxygen trucks that do go to
clients' or people's apartnents, and so, therefore,

pl ease consider the air conditioner of our building
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because we w il not be able to wthstand cl osing them
in the summer once you start with construction fromthe
noi se and the -- you know, the dirt and all of the
stuff that follows up into the air.

So in closing, | would just |like to say

again, if you could please consider comng to our

conplex with air conditioning -- conditioners or
hel ping us, |ike, affording them because they are
pricey. And we do live, like, 30 percent, |ike,

| ow-i ncone, and we would really not be able to afford
to put at |least one or two in our units.

MR, DU NINCK: Next is Logan Quiggle,
foll owed by WIIiam Crenshaw.

MR QU GEALE: Hello. M nane is Logan
Quiggle, and I live in north Mnneapolis. And as a
resi dent of Harrison Nei ghborhood, | support the work
that the Harrison Nei ghborhood Associ ati on does to make
sure that the Blue Line Extension and future
devel opnents benefit ne and ny comunity.

And first off, 1'd like to voice ny concern
for a need for a bike lane, simlar to what the first
speaker was tal king about, between Theodore Wrth Park
down to downt own.

| know that right nowin the prelimnary

drawi ngs outside it shows a sidewal k and potential for
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a bike lane in the future; however, with the cost of
building the light-rail now, I think it's wise that we
buil d and construct that now, and especially in a state
that advocates for transportation outside of vehicles.
And wal king and biking, | think that's a necessity.

Second, | think the crossings on H ghway 55
are too short. This has been reiterated before. |
think there needs to be a nore conprehensive | ook at
crossing tines to ensure that not only heal thy people
but people with disabilities aren't subject to danger
because they cannot cross the road in tine.

And then, finally, 1'd |ike to encourage
green design in terns of adding as nuch plants and
trees to restore an aesthetically pleasing environnent
in the Harrison Nei ghborhood between the Penn Station
and the Van Wite Station.

Thank you

MR, DU NINCK:  Thank you very much.

Next is WIlliam Crenshaw, followed by Ri chard
Panzi r oni

MR CRENSHAW Hi, I'd like to thank you all
for being here. M nane is WIly Crenshaw, | live in
the Harrison nei ghborhood.

And as a north-side resident, I'mpart of a

comunity that's disproportionately inpacted by air
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pollution. There are many mature trees in the mddle
of 55 that are going to be taken down to nake way for
the train, and we'd |i ke each tree taken down to be
repl aced i n our nei ghborhood and green space preserved
and steps taken to mnim ze construction dust.

Anot her concern | had was for people's
foundations during construction because a | ot of houses
are right by the line, and with pile driving, | think
peopl e's foundations could be conprom sed, so that's
one consi derati on.

Thank you for your tine.

MR, DU NI NCK:  Thank you very much.

Next is Richard Panzironi, foll owed by

Ayan - -

M5. | KAR  Yeah.

MR, PANZI RONI: Good evening. M nane is
Ri chard Panzironi; I'ma long-termresident of the
Harri son nei ghborhood. 1[|'ve lived on the north side of

M nneapolis for 36 years, and |I've seen the
nei ghbor hood go through a [ ot of ups and downs.

You' ve got a |lot of good, honest, hardworking
famlies that live in the Harrison nei ghborhood, and
raising famlies has not been easy these days with the
cost of everything going up.

This light-rail is going to be rea
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i nprovenent to the neighborhood. |[|'ve been told that
there's a 99 percent probability of this being built.
| hope that's a reality.

| just want to echo sone of the concerns that
my coll eagues at the Harrison Nei ghborhood Associ ation
have as far as station devel opnent and the work
environnment as it's going to be over the years as they
build this light-rail

| thank you very nuch for your tine and for
listening to ne. 1'Il let ny other coll eagues talk.

Thank you

MR, DU NI NCK:  Thank you. Next is Ayan.

M5. |KAR Hello, ny nanme is Ayan lkar. | am
in the Harrison nei ghborhood. |1'mrepresenting the
Harri son Nei ghborhood, tal king about the issue about
the safety.

Bus 19, | go every day with everybody, so
when it conmes to nighttinme, it's risky because the
| arge popul ation being there is Somali people, and
they -- they stabbing two people, so they don't go to
the 19 at night, the bus. So | talk to them because
of -- it's not a one-tinme happen, so it was al arm ng.

Second thing is they don't -- we don't have
the grocery shoppi ng because the only grocery cl osest

we have is a (unintelligible), and we would like to get

Depo International, Inc.
(763) 591-0535 or (800) 591-9722 | info@depointer national.com Page 41




Blue Line Extension Municipal Consent Hearing - 1/19/2016
Metropolitan Council

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

a grocery shoppi ng.

And | live in Park Plaza, which is a Harrison
comuni ty.

MR, DU NI NCK:  Thank you.

The next speakers are Angela Bontegllio
(phonetic) --

M5. BONFYLIO  Bonfylio --

MR, DU NI NCK:  Bonfylio, thank you. And
foll owed by LaShella Sins.

M5. BONFYLIO  Good evening. M nane is
Angel a Bonfylio, and I work at Redeener Center for Life
in the Harrison nei ghborhood, and I'm al so part of the
Harri son Nei ghborhood Association for the last five
years.

As a community, historically, we've seen
significant disinvestnment in our infrastructure in our
comunity, and this is a really positive step to bring
significant resource into our community. But we want
that to happen w thout displacing the people that are
currently there, and we want to see that cone --
that -- that it benefits the people who are currently
there and not push people out. And sone of the
different plans we have seen as a community give us
di fferent nessages about that.

And we -- despite all the disinvestnent, we
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find ways to really be connected to our neighbors. And
we see that in the recent Fourth Precinct protest that
we were really able to connect as a community, and we
continue to do that, |like we have all these people here
t oday t oget her.

And -- and sone of the points | want to bring
up, such as the crossing tines, those are things that
can be worked on now. W don't have to wait for the
light-rail, and that's a real concern for youth in our
comunity that | work wth.

We al so don't want to be physically separated
fromthe rest of north Mnneapolis. W want the 55 to
sl ow down so that we're really building on the
comunity that's already there and the aesthetic of a
nei ghbor hood feel where people are -- can wal k and be
bet ween.

We don't want anythi ng above five stories
because that will -- really doesn't add to what we
al ready have.

W want community to benefit fromthe jobs
that cone fromjust building a light-rail

W want the 30 percent affordability housing
based on current nunbers of what affordability would
be. W don't want that to change as the light -- as

peopl e who have nore wealth cone in, we want to
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mai ntai n that.

W want to naintain community assets that we
have and build on nore assets |ike Sunmt Acadeny and
busi nesses.

So we -- as a community, we |look forward to
wor king with you to continue this commtnent and afore
gentrification and di spl acenent.

MR, DU NI NCK:  Thank you very much.

Next is LaShella Sins, followed by Frank
Lorenz.

M5. SIMS. Geetings, everyone. You know ne
as MCAH. |I'ma comunity organizer with MCAH. |'m
al so a nenber of the Blue Line Extension CAC, the Blue
Li ne Corridor, Penn Avenue Wrks, and a nenber of the
Broadway Transit Study.

Keep in mnd that the train going through --
down A son H ghway is only about 10 to 12 bl ocks, no
nore than 15, but it's a key conponent within this
light-rail itself because you can't get to downtown
M nneapol is wi thout going through our nei ghborhood.

Qur nei ghborhood is very concerned about
safety and equity in regards to the schools there, our
children, our elderly, and the design of the stations
and the road itself should be very, very aware and

concerned of those issues as we are. W don't want
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H ghway 55 to be a speedway for the cars comng in.

And in ternms of the budget, we always get
back to the budget. | don't think we are asking that
much in conparison to the other cities.

One thing that strikes nme is a Park & Ride.
Soneone told ne at a neeting, whether it was an
engi neer or what, that the construction of a Park &

Ri de, just one pull-in -- pull-in spot for a car costs
$23 to $24,000. And if we have 5 or 500 pull-ins,
that's nore than I"'mworth, but that M nneapolis really
is asking for and all the things.

Now, renenber, we already have the train
goi ng through, we have a rock crusher, we have a -- the
city car lot and the garbage burner, too. W're
| ooking forward to positive things in our neighborhood,
just |ike any other nei ghborhood.

Thank you

MR, DU NINCK: Next is Frank Lorenz, foll owed
by Alyssa Rich.

MR, LORENZ: M nane is Frank Lorenz. | live
in -- ny business is located in the southeastern Edi na
next to Richfield.

The LRT lines that exist now, the line to the
Mal | of Anerica, the Blue Line, the Geen Line, have

cost about $100 million a mle, Bus Rapid Transit, and
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anot her option that Met Council i1s experinenting
with -- and the nane escapes ne. It's a higher-speed
bus that wll run from Roseville to -- help ne out.

What's it call ed?

MR, DU NINCK: A Line Arterial BRT.

MR. LORENZ: Arterial BRT costs one-tenth of
that per mle. |In other words, you can build either
one of these alternative bus technol ogies for one-tenth
of what you're going to spend on LRT, and they w ||
enpl oy nore people over tinme, nore bus nechanics and
drivers than the LRT building and construction w ||
ever enpl oy.

W will not be able to get rid of our
exi sting roads because we will need them and need to
pl ow snow and everything else in order to get fire
trucks and police and anbul ances and delivery vehicles
within 50 feet of people's houses, so LRT is the wong
technol ogy to sol ve our probl ens.

And if you spend this $100 mllion a mle,
you' re spendi ng noney that would be better put into
real, affordable housing. The need in the -- in the
seven-county nmetro area is probably $3 billion you're
going for affordable housing. You're going to spend
$9 billion dollars plus half will get us that nuch in

interest as you build out LRT.
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The average person will live seven mles from
an LRT station. They'll have to ride a bicycle to and
fromthe LRT station because you won't allow themto
have cars, and this isn't working.

It isn't working, and you're not serious
about providing affordable housing. And you're going
to waste al nost $10 billion building the LRT for the
sinple reason that it's trendy.

MR DU NINCK: Next is Alissa Rich, followed
by Madel ei ne Shaw.

M5. RRCH Hi, ny nane is Alissa Rich. |
live at 824 Vincent. M hone is between -- it's going
to be between 10 and Plynouth Stations, which is
exciting to me, but also a little bit concerning
because the light-rail is going to wap around the
community that | |ive.

One of the reasons | bought ny hone was
because of access to Theodore Wrth Park. Not only am
| concerned about the environnental inpact; there's a
ot of wildlife, deer, waterfow that | see out
wal king. [It's quiet, even though living in the city
you can't hear anyt hing.

So I'mjust concerned about the inpact it's
going to have on not only the wildlife, but just the

noise. A lot of people use the trails back there, and
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there's easy access to Theodore Wrth at this point in
tinme.

So I"'mjust interested in seeing how not only
access but the environnental issues are going to be
pl ayed out in this.

Thank you

MR, DU NI NCK: Next is Mdel ei ne Shaw,
foll owed by Thomas Siburg -- Siburg.

M5. SHAW Hi, good evening. M nane is
Madel ei ne Shaw, | |ive over on Fourth Avenue and New on
Avenue North in the Harrison nei ghborhood, and |I'm here
with the group of folks from Harrison and HNA

And | agree with a |lot of the points that ny
nei ghbors have al ready made, but a coupl e other things
| wanted to nention are making sure that the |line that
goes in is accessible to residents. There are sone
folks that live pretty close to where the Blue Line is
going to be going but m ght need bus routes to connect
them so that they can actually use that |ine.

Again, | wanted to enphasi ze, too, safety and
anple crossing tinme on H ghway 55. And |Iike Angel a
said, that's sonmething that can be addressed sooner
It's sonmething that's really a safety concern. | work
at Northpoint, the clinic, and | cross that highway

every day. And | know as a person who is abl e-bodied,
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it's easy, and for folks who are disabled, it's a
really hard and scary thing to cross.

The other thing I was going to say is that |
really appreciate this comrunity engagenent process,
and | know there's certain nmandated steps where you
kind of have to get -- you know, have a hearing and
check in with the community. But | also -- fromwhat |
know, there are no rules limting how nmuch you can
engage wth the community, and | really want to
encourage all of our elected officials and fol ks who
are involved in this process and on the council to
engage with the community throughout this whole process
and to really take seriously the concerns at every step
and to stand up for the residents and listen to what
they have to say in terns of devel opnent benefiting
them things |ike maybe trying to see that a certain
percentage of the jobs constructing the |ine could go
to local residents so that this project is actually
benefiting the conmmunity that it's going through.

So thank you.

MR DU NI NCK:  Thank you.

Thomas Si burg, followed by Steve Craner.

MR SIBURG  Good eveni ng, council nmenbers and
comm ssioner. |'m Thomas Siburg, and I am a resident

of the Harrison nei ghborhood. And | amon staff wth
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Redeener Center for Life. | live and work in Harrison.
| ama north side resident. | have lived here and been
part of this community for a nunber of years now.

And | would -- and | am sayi ng on behal f of
nysel f and Redeener that we are in support of the
nei ghbors of Harrison that have al ready spoken. W are
in support of HNA. | amin support of HNA

And that in addition to the crossings, the
pedestrian safety, and additions to the at | east

30 percent affordable housing if devel oped based off of

current cost -- cost-burdened households in addition to
health and air quality that will have -- that are
concerns.

In addition to everything that's been |isted,
| would also like to bring up as devel opnent conti nues
and will begin, the traffic will be rerouted to
G enwood Avenue, and there is concern with continued
pedestrian traffic on d enwbod, and, of course, O son
with this increased traffic and concerns wth current

bi ke pat hs through the nei ghborhood, as G enwod is a

hub for bike travel. And it's a terribly naintained
bi ke road -- bike accessibility.
In addition, | amconcerned with the

devel opnment on A son being too high that it divides the

Harri son nei ghborhood and sone of the d enwood
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nei ghbor hoods fromthe rest of north, creating a
physi cal barrier for the residents for us fromthe rest
of our neighbors up in north.

But, anyway, thank you. Have a nice night.

MR DU NINCK: Next is Steve Craner, followed
by Candy --

V5. BAKI ON:  Baki on.

MR, DU NI NCK:  Bakion. Thank you

MR, CRAMER: (Good evening, Chair Duininck,
Chair MLaughlin, and council menbers and conmm ssi oners.
My nane is Steve Craner; |'mthe president of
M nneapol i s Downt own Counci | .

Many of you are famliar wth our 2025
i ntersections plan and goals to try to ensure that
downt owmn M nneapolis stays a very strong, vital core of
a strong, vital, and conpetitive region

And one of those goals is to nodestly | ead
the nation in transportation options, so we certainly
see this project that we're tal king about tonight as a
critical contributor to that -- to that inportant
Vi si on.

And | would just anplify the point that
ot hers have made tonight and in other forunms: Each --
each line of the regional systemthat was descri bed

earlier as utility in and of itself, you have to pass
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t hrough rigorous federal funding standards and the
l'i ke.

But | think the real value is we're beginning
to build the systemout, Brooklyn Park to Bl oom ngton,
Eden Prairie to St. Paul, Rogers to Lakeville, nultiple
node -- nultiple nodes, is there's an anplifying effect
to that network. And that's what's really exciting,
and that's what -- also froma parochial standpoint,
all of those lines intersect downtown M nneapolis, so
that's a good thing fromour standpoint. It reinforces
the core as the center of this vital region

So for all those reasons, we're very in
support of this project and continuing to fill out the
network, and you'll certainly be seeing us at the
| egislature fighting for the resources that are
necessary for this project and nany others.

Thank you

MR, DU NINCK: Next is Candy Bakion. And
right now, that's the |ast person who is signed up.

M5. BAKION: Ckay. | feel like I'mon the --
what is that? Conme on down.

MR, DU NINCK:  You just mght win a new
light-rail.

M5. BAKION: | do got to take this hat off

first because | got to tell you this.
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Vell, ny nane is Candy Bakion, and | am a
resident of north Mnneapolis. | live in Heritage
Park. | amcar-dependent. | do not take the bus
unless it's free, and | do not take the train unl ess
it's free.

And | would like you guys to keep in m nd
wth the safety issues and with the other issues --
man, you got to make this fun and pretty. | want a
party train with disco |ights and nusic and
(unintelligible).

Now | got to put ny hat back on.

As the interimdirector of Heritage Park,
have to | et you know about ny constituents and the
people that | serve and what they want. And, of
course, they want safety, accessibility.

They'd like you to | ook at the health inpact
assessnents and equitable score card when you're using
and maki ng deci si ons about the environnment and about
peopl e.

| " m done.

MR DU NINCK: That is the |ast person who is
signed up, unless anybody else in the roomwants to
speak.

O herwise, | just want to take this

opportunity to close, then, and say thanks to everyone
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who cane out tonight. It takes a lot to get out here
and make your voice heard. | appreciate everyone who
took the tinme to do that this evening.

| want to also thank ny fell ow county
conm ssioners from Hennepin County and the Met Counci
menbers who cane tonight.

Your testinony is all being recorded and
submtted as part of the full project record. The Mt
Council record comments are open until 4:00 p. m
Friday, January 29th. There are other |ocal processes
that are playing out beyond then, so if you have any
ot her questions, feel free to see us or our staff
af t erwar ds

But thanks, everyone, again, for making it to
our public hearing tonight. And with that, we are
adj ourned for the evening.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 7:09 p.m)
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STATE OF M NNESOTA )
) Ss CERTI FI CATE
COUNTY OF ANCKA )

BE I T KNOMWN that |, Rebekah J. Bishop, Registered
Prof essional Reporter, Certified Realtinme Reporter, took the
f or egoi ng TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS;

That the foregoi ng TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS is a
true record of the testinony given by said w tnesses;

That | amnot related to any of the parties
hereto, nor an enpl oyee of them nor interested in the
out cone of the action;

That the cost of the original has been charged to
the party who noticed the TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS, and
that all parties who ordered copi es have been charged at the
sane rate for such copies;

W TNESS MY HAND AND SEAL this 28th day of January,
2016.

Rebekah J. Bi shop, RPR, CRR
Not ary Public
My Comm ssion Expires 1/31/2020
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