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Regional Planning Overview

Plan Review Process

Opportunities for Future Engagement

Today’s Discussion
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Framework for 

Local Planning
• Regional plans set the broad 

context

• Council roles & Community 

roles

• Expectations for supporting 

forecasted growth

• Expectations for 

planning/support regional 

infrastructure and connections 

with local infrastructure

Transportation

Regional Parks

Housing

Water 

Resources
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Local community plans matter
• Community’s vision

• Guides growth and 

development in 

community

• IDs key issues in 

community & how the 

community intends to 

deal with them

• Provides: 

– Basis for community’s 

vision and principles

– Reasoning for public 

facilities plans/budgets

– Guidance on making 

decisions

Vision

Policies

Actions
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What is the role of the plan?
• Legal document

• Outlines your 

community’s 

work plan

• Provides 

direction for 

ordinances and 

capital 

investments

C
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 P
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Official Controls

Zoning Ordinances

Subdivision Ordinances

Capital Improvement Plan

Implementation 
Actions

Small Area Studies

Feasibility Studies

New Programs

Update Ordinances



Council’s Role
R

e
g
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g •Overall Regional 
Development

•Transportation & Transit

•Regional Parks/Trails

•Wastewater

•Water Supply

A
u
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o
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e
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o
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P
la

n
s •Review and comment

•Approve 
Comprehensive Sewer 
Plans

•Require modifications in 
cases of a system 
impact

7
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Comprehensive 

Plans
• Deadline December 31, 2018

• 188 jurisdictions

– Carver & Scott Counties cover 21 

townships

– 167 Plans will be submitted for 

Review

• Preliminary and Official Reviews
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167 Plans will be submitted

95 Preliminary Plans reviewed

79 Official Plans submitted

6 Plans officially authorized

Comprehensive Plan 

Status
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Submitted
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Adopted
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District # of Extensions 

Requested

District 1 4

District 2 1

District 3 7

District 4 11

District 5 2

District 6 0

District 7 0

District 8 0

District 9 8

District 10 4

District 11 5

District 12 11

District 13 2

District 14 1

District 15 3

District 16 4

Plan Extensions
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How does the Council Review Plans?

Issue Approach

Review Standard

Planning 
Component

Metropolitan 
Development Guide

Thrive MSP 2040

System Plans

Conformance

Potential Plan 
Modification

Development 
Policies

Consistency

Technical 
Assistance

Coordination

Compatibility

Local 
Jurisdiction 
Facilitation
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• Comp plan composite

• Analyze the plans:

– Common themes

– Success stories

– Identify new/emerging issues/trends

– Identify stumbling blocks/hurdles

• Prep for the next round of policy development

– Work plans identified in the policy plans

– Explore new/emerging issues/trends

What do we do after Plan Review?
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• Ground-truth our work

• Help shape our research agenda

– Are we covering the breadth of issues? Are we missing an issue?

– Are we asking the right questions?

– What else should we be investigating?

– What are our region’s choices in addressing those issues?

• This work sets the stage for future policy development discussions

Opportunities for engagement
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