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Action Transmittal 
Transportation Advisory Board 

Committee Meeting Date: February 19, 2025 Date: February 12, 2025 

Action Transmittal: 2025-06 
Program Year Extension Request: Columbia Heights’s Central Avenue Lighting and Pedestrian 
Improvements 

To:   Transportation Advisory Board 

From:   Technical Advisory Committee 

Prepared By:  Joe Barbeau, Planning Analyst, 651-602-1750 

Requested Action 
The City of Columbia Heights requests a program year extension to move its MN 65 (Central 
Avenue) lighting and pedestrian improvement from 2025 to 2028. 

Recommended Motion 
That the Transportation Advisory Board approve Columbia Heights’s program year extension 
request for its MN 65 (Central Avenue) lighting and pedestrian improvement from 2025 to 2028. 

Project History 
This project has not had any scope changes or program year changes. 

Background and Purpose 
Columbia Heights is requesting an exception to the Program Year Extension Policy by moving its 
project out three years. The city was awarded $2,000,000 in the 2022 Highway Safety 
Improvement Program (HSIP) solicitation for continuous street lighting, sidewalk improvements, 
ADA cub ramps, and crosswalk markings on MN 65 (Central Avenue) from 43rd Avenue to 47th 
Avenue. The project was programmed for fiscal year 2025. Following the MN 65 / MN 47 Planning 
and Environmental Linkages (PEL) study, MnDOT committed $25 million to the TH 65 corridor for 
fiscal year 2028. This request will enable the city’s project to be constructed alongside MnDOT’s 
project along with Metro Transit’s 2028 F Line arterial bus rapid transit project. 

Relationship to Regional Policy 
The Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) adopted the Program Year Policy in April 2013 (updated 
in August 2014) to assist with management and timely delivery of transportation projects awarded 
federal funding through the TAB’s Regional Solicitation. The policy includes a procedure to request 
a one-year extension based on extenuating circumstances within certain guidelines. The applicant 
is requesting an exception to the policy to enable the project to be constructed with larger adjacent 
projects. 
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Staff Analysis 
This project is on track to progress alongside MnDOT’s TH 65 corridor project. This is an exception 
to the current program year policy rule allowing for a one-year extension but given that the request 
is consistent with recent exceptions to the policy, staff recommends approval for the sake of 
efficiently combining the two projects. The MnDOT staff that administers the HSIP funds has 
balanced the program years for the HSIP projects. 

Committee Comments and Action 
At its January 23, 2025, meeting, the TAC Funding and Programming Committee recommended 
approval of the City of Columbia Heights’s program year extension request for its MN 65 (Central 
Avenue) lighting and pedestrian improvement from 2025 to 2028. 
At its February 5, 2025, meeting, the Technical Advisory Committee recommended approval of the 
City of Columbia Heights’s program year extension request for its MN 65 (Central Avenue) lighting 
and pedestrian improvement from 2025 to 2028. 

Routing 

To Action Requested Date Completed 
(Date Scheduled) 

TAC Funding & Programming 
Committee Review & Recommend January 23, 2025 

Technical Advisory Committee Review & Recommend February 5, 2025 

Transportation Advisory Board Review & Adopt February 19, 2025 

 









X
Spring 2026 with SP 0207-130

NA

NA

NA



X
Spring 2027 with SP 0207-130

NA

X
Summer 2027 with SP 0207-130

Winter 2027 with SP 0207-130
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