
Housing Policy & Production Survey
Filling out the annual survey

Date: 4/23/25          Presenter: Maddy Schwartz
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HPPS Overview

Survey Purpose

• Livable Communities Act (LCA) statutory requirements

• Affordable and lifecycle housing opportunity amount (ALHOA)

• ALHOA needs to be met in current survey (information on previous calendar 
year) to spend down funds in the following calendar year

• Housing Action Plan questions

• Questions need to be completed in current survey (information on previous 
calendar year) to spend down funds in the following calendar year

• Other benefits of filling out the survey

• Land Guided for Affordable Housing (LGAH) credit

• Tracking programs, policies, projects

https://metrocouncil.org/Communities/Services/Livable-Communities-Grants.aspx
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HPPS Overview

Accessing & Completing 
the Survey

• Creating an account and approval 

• https://hps.metc.state.mn.us/

• Survey tabs and section 
directions

• Using comments

• Submitting the survey for review

• Approval after survey closes

https://hps.metc.state.mn.us/
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Survey Sections

Survey example:
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Survey Sections – New Construction & 
Rehab/Preservation

New Construction Rehab/Preservation

• Gathering details on newly constructed 
affordable units

• Use comments to clarify if there are 
duplicates or a project needs to be removed

• Follow section directions 

• Define project status categories

• Provide affordability limits for 2024

• Other clarifications

• See category definitions in directions 

• Preservation

• Affordability extension (no rehab)

• Affordability creation/Acquisition (no 
rehab)

Housing Project Tabs
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New Construction 
Details
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Survey Sections – Rehab/Preservation

Rehab & Preservation Section Definitions

Preservation: The substantial rehabilitation of a property which improves the physical asset (Building improvements, 
repairs, renovations, system replacements, and other rehabilitation) AND requires that the property guarantee rent and 
income restrictions through an affordability program or term. This can include acquisition of a property if the property also 
meets the substantial rehabilitation requirements and requires restriction of rent and/or incomes over an affordability 
term.

Affordability extension (no rehabilitation): The preservation of participation for a property to restrict rent and income 
limits of which a previous affordability term was ending. This includes a unit affordability program or term without
substantial rehabilitation. This can include the preservation of a federal subsidy, an extension of 4d housing designation, or 
the use of another mechanism ensuring the extension of affordability.

Affordability creation /Acquisition (no rehabilitation): The addition of a property to require unit restrictions on rent and 
incomes over a set affordability term without substantial rehabilitation. This can include acquisition of units placed into a 
land trust, acquisition of units that add to the public housing stock, and the creation of 4d housing designation to a unit that
was not previously affordable.
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Survey Sections - ALHOA

Affordable and lifecycle housing opportunity amount (ALHOA)

• Gathering details on eligible 
ALHOA spending

• ALHOA background

• LCA requirement - Sec. 
473.254 MN Statutes

• Eligible expenses

• Where to find ALHOA amounts 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/473.254#stat.473.254.3a
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/473.254#stat.473.254.3a
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Survey Sections – ALHOA 

Example: ALHOA met through County Levy
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Survey Sections - ALHOA
Examples of eligible ALHOA activities include spending that creates 
affordable housing opportunities for renters with incomes at 60% AMI 
or less or homeowners with incomes at 80% AMI or less:

• Affordable housing development 

• Staff time spent producing plans that support affordable housing, for instance, station 
area plans

• Write downs of public land for the creation of new affordable housing

• Permit fee waivers or tax abatement for affordable housing developments

• Annual lost tax increment due to the creation of new affordable housing via tax 
increment financing

• First-time or first-generation homebuyer programs for low-income homeowners

• Staff-time spent on public meetings related to new affordable housing development

• Staff time or consultant fees developing policies that create affordable housing 
opportunities, for instance, inclusionary housing policies

• Local HRA or EDA revenues used to create affordable housing opportunities
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Survey Sections – Program/Policies

Programs

• Restructured how we ask about 
existing housing programs

• Can add to this list

• Open to feedback on this list!
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Survey Sections – Program/Policies

Policies

• More specific 

• Additional policies added

• Learning more about which 
communities are using these 
policies

• Can add policies not on list

• Open to feedback on this list!
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Survey Sections – Housing Action Plan

Housing Action Plan: 2025 Narrative Questions
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2025 Survey

Survey Changes

• Simplifying policies and programs 
section  

• Housing Action Plan questions 
(narrative section)

• Grants deployed as loans

• Clarifications to preservation/rehab 
page project categories 

• Land trust units 

• Future reporting interactives 
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2025 Survey

Upcoming Communications

• Survey should open in May – date TBD

• Look for email on HPPS information

• If you need to update the staff contact (add or remove 
survey contact), please email 
madeline.schwartz@metc.state.mn.us  

• We may not have a current contact in the survey if it hasn’t 
been filled out in recent years

Accessing the Survey: https://hps.metc.state.mn.us/ 

mailto:madeline.schwartz@metc.state.mn.us
https://hps.metc.state.mn.us/
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Questions?
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