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Project Overview




@ METRO

EXTENSION

13.4 miles & 13 new stations

Connecting Minneapolis, Robbinsdale,
Crystal, Brooklyn Park and surrounding
communities to fast, frequent, all-day
service across the METRO system

Single seat ride to existing Blue Line
stops downtown, MSP Airport, and Mall

of America

Focus on building community prosperity
through anti-displacement strategies
before, during, and after construction

—~ LINI~
Q?\«\) cel'%\
Z

(o
&
2

METR

OAK GROVE
PARKWAY

93RD
AVENUE

85TH
AVENUE

BROOKLYN
BOULEVARD

DOWNTOWN
ROBBINSDALE

LOWRY AVENUE

0

63RD AVENUE

BASS LAKE

v o Seation Area

| ) mem BLE Route Recommendation

e West Broadway Roadway Updates

LYNDALE
PENN AVENUE AVENUE

WEST
JAMES BROADWAY
AVENUE

PLYMOUTH
AVENUE

[s5]

»

TARGET
FIELD

Next steps

v Supplemental Draft Environmental
Impact Statement: Spring 2024

v/ Municipal Consent : Summer 2024

Supplemental Final EIS and Amended
Record of Decision: Summer 2025

Final Design: 2024-2025

Anticipated construction start: 2026-
2027

Anticipated opening: 2030

All schedules are subject to change




Project Timeline

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
ANTI-DISPLACEMENT >

WE'RE HERE

v

EVALUATION DESIGN CONSTRUCTION
1.5 -2 YEARS 1.5 -2 YEARS 3 -4 YEARS
October 2022 2024-2026 2027-2030
v Supplemental Environmental * Final Design e Construction
Impact Statement process 2025 2030
v Xltthe.d _ * SFEIS and Amended ROD * BLRT Opening
na .)/SIS on route options 2026
continues

e Federal Funding/

Summer 2024 Construction Bidding

v Municipal Consent Process
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Lowry Avenue Station Design Review




Lowry Ave Station Overview

Objective of Lowry Ave Station
History of Station Design
Reason for Design Review

Design Review Process

Additional Analysis of Option A -
Municipal Consent design
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Objectives of Lowry Ave Station

To serve park users
Improve transit access to hospital

Increase mobility of community members in an accessible and
reliable way throughout the area

Easy to use station that integrates with surrounding environment and
community




History of Station Design

The 2021 design was elevated on a high bridge to avoid the existing roadway bridges
and connect to the hospital parking ramp

The 2021 station design was changed in 2023 due to community concerns of an
elevated station and an LRT brldge
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History of Station Design

The 2023 station design placed the station platform at-grade with the LRT
crossmg Lowry/OakdaIe Ave and Theodore erth Parkway
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History of Station Design

Feedback from the 2023 at-grade station design — Option A
Municipal Consent:

Minneapolis Park + Recreation Board and Cities of Robbinsdale and
Minneapolis indicate new design is an improvement

Provides direct connections between LRT, the park system, and the
hospital

Requires modification of a portion of one roadway bridge
Increases park space - opens up park views

Decreases roadway and path pavement
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Reason for Design Review

In Summer 2024, the project received comments on the Preliminary
Design plans from stakeholders

Minneapolis Park + Recreation Board expressed concerns about the
at-grade crossing of the parkway and impacts to park property

North Memorial Hospital expressed concerns about vehicle access to the
hospital due to the gate at Lowry/Oakdale Avenue

In response, project staff are continuing to evaluate the Municipal
Consent design and alternative design options
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Design Review Process

Multi-stakeholder workgroup has been meeting to evaluate the
Municipal Consent and alternate design options

Minneapolis Park + Recreation Board, North Memorial Hospital, City of
Minneapolis, City of Robbinsdale, Hennepin County, Metro Transit

Through the design review, 9 options were evaluated




Evaluation Matrix

Better than option A

About same as option A

Worse than option A

Option A -
Municipal . . . . . . . :
Consent Option B Option C Option D1 Option D2 Option E Option F Option G Option H
Design
station maximizes Underground station not viskle Station in trench and less visble Agrade station maxmizes HAgrade station maxmizes HAtgrade station maxmizes
St t‘ +b*|+t arcessibillty, iIntegreted station from surmounding area, poor from sumounding area, poor Elevated station raquires several Elevated station raquires seweral accesslhilty, iIntegrated station arcessbilty, Integrated station Elenated station raquires saveral accessbilty, Integrated station
aton accessibility, within park provides posttive transit rider o trErelt rider expenence, less new bridges to get Tansit riders bridges 10 get transit riders 1o prowicles positve park user prowices positve park user bridges 1 get transit rider to des positve park user
3 LEEr nence, visble pltiorm eyes on platforn orestes satety eyes on pletform orestes safety o platiorm platiorm experience, vislble platiom experience, visible platiorm afomm exparience, visble platiorm
safe.ty* E‘XPEI’IE‘HCE Im| mﬁmy i mrmmF' mr\:msp F Im| sakEty Im| sakEty P Im| saiety
P proses proses proses
Ires rerouting of parkway
“';:;mfif‘;’m Parkoway and traifs do not aroes Parkoway and traifs do not aross Farkoway and traifs do not aross Farkway and traifs do not aross Fatoway and rals go under LT | Farkoway and trafls da not aross Addnional bridge detracts from | Parkoway and rails do notcross
Park and trail impacts et tn stetion, Creses LAY LRT LRT LRT Intrench LRTor Lowry Perk experience LRTarLowry
addtional park space
Gated oossng at Oekdale!
ﬁdﬁﬁﬁ:s o geted crossings, no o geted aossngs, no o geted aossngs, no Mo gated aoesing of LRT, no o gated aesing of LRT, no o gated acesing of LRT, no o gated aroesing of LRT, no o gated arossings, no
HOSpltaI trafflc, access oukd be by Inferuption o hespital acess Inferruption i hespital acess Inferruption i hospital acess Infermuption i hospital acoess Iniermuption i hospital acoess Iniermuption to hospital acoess Iniermuption to hospial acoess Inierruption to hosphal acoess
wayfinding/routing for hospial
= H Adds two LRT crossings on West Mo parkwey connection at. Mo parkwey connection to Mo parkwey connection 2t
3 Area traffic operations, | wumnams exstng madneterk mmmm”‘“‘ mmm‘m“‘ Acick a befil saralsauth ofthe | Broaciuy, crossing atange Lowry/County Road B1, good Lowny/County Road 61, two LRT | Maitalns exsting roadway LowryCounty Rad 81, good
Connecti\fity creates driver safiety concems omnection othernwse crossings on W Broadway omnections othenwise
Station prowides convenient Elenated station disconnectsd Station corvenient
Neighborhood Station provides mmeniert Liderground m“'“""‘wm dsmn"&j‘gﬂm Elevated station disconnactsd Blevated station discomactsd Station provides comvenient acress for nelghbarhood, less fom neighbarhocd, farther acmess br neighbartoods less
. s aoress for nelghborhioods fom neighborhood fom neighborhood acress for neighborhoods MoEcwaY OOESINGS to somess distance for Minneapaols moEcwaY TOE5INgS to somess
connectivity . surourding reighborhood surourding reighborhocd £k £k £ e neghborhond | e
’ Marthbound Courty Road 81 Marthibound County Road 81
Keeps exiting three bridges but Maintains exsting three bridges; bridges
Y, mmn;uﬂlﬂdn:gmuf mmn;uﬂfnsgmuf S e T ] el I Tﬂmm mphmd.em:l; Keeps extsting brdges ::r;%admpbmﬂ;
Impacts to new bridges Fioed 1 bridge e 2l | 1omoyed and replaced removed and replaced bridge Eremoved andrepbced | bdge Bremoved sndmpleced | bdge E moded to rechice Courtty Road 81 southbound exsing Courty Road 81
E southbound bridge
Coretructsbilty challenges with | Corstructabibty challenges with PR ——— Coretructsbilty challenges with. | =2 "m" “"hlr;“:n‘:;“"m"’ E’E’Pu:‘gf WE““'I:‘wb‘w@m e:.‘f‘:;“l;‘::'“’
e existing piling and complecity existing piling and complecity Corstructsbilty challenges Corstructsbility challenges exEting plling and com
Constructability, ng‘“ﬁ’“‘d‘m"” ufdmg?mumle addbioral ufdmg?mumle addhioral with exstng piling, moderately | with entsting piling, mockeraisly Wﬁifﬂu nf:higﬁmuhpla o ;‘“‘9" Mm&w :‘ﬁmﬁ"‘fﬁm";";ﬂ"-
construction impacts yeesronsucionduston and | e rsucion cston and | enmple design romplex desn xtensive corEmuction yES SN AN A | orin o snd | corsuctanchrstion and
disturbance disturbance
Comparatively ower cost ery high ocost ery high ocost Comparatively lower cost Higher oost Higher cost Higher cost Higher cost Higher cost

Cost




Additional Analysis of
Option A - Current Design

Ped/Bike volumes along parkway
Daily peds + bikes (both directions) = 360

Ave hourly peds + bikes (both directions) = 25

Potential for delay at a gate:

If a driver encounters a gate, their average delay is forecasted to be 25 seconds

About 90% of the time the gates are up (varies day vs. night)

Emergency trips on Lowry/Oakdale Ave: about 1.3 vehicles every hour

‘b\’\)e LINE Ql’)

>

METR
NO\S



Additional Analysis of
Option A — Municipal Consent Design

Wayfinding to Hospital

Emergency and personal vehicles would be routed to Abbott Ave
N to avoid the gated LRT crossing at Lowry/Oakdale Ave

Hospital wayfinding S|gnage WI|| be mstalled along the route to
guide vehicles ~ LI TR S e




Next Steps

Project team will review public feedback to inform final recommendation

Continued coordination with Minneapolis Park + Recreation Board, North
Memorial Hospital, and the Cities of Robbinsdale and Minneapolis

Continue with 4(F) evaluation
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Stay connected T

BlueLineExt.org

For the latest project updates and to sign up for
our newsletter

Connect with staff for your questions or schedule
a presentation

Follow us:
Twitter: @BlueLineExt

Facebook: MetroBlueLineExtension

A service of the Metropolitan Council

Instagram: @Blue_Line Extension
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