(812) 348-5550

Orrice OF THE HEHNEpm COUNTY ATTORNEY
A-2000 GUVERNMENT CENTER.
"MINNEAPOLIR, MINNESOTA 55487

March 13, 1998

Barb Hayden

Plamning Supervisor

Office of Planning & Development
10709 Wayzata Boulevard, Suite 260
Mimnetooks MN 55305

Re:  Golden Property
Dear Ms. Hayden:

Tmm.mismkciqmilmcazﬂyapprovedthctemofamnmimq
Agreement with respect to the Golden Property. You requested an vpinion as #o whether the
Connty has the authority tw use fuods in the Bovirommental Response Fund, established
pursuant to Mimesota Statines § 3838.91, to reimburse the City, the EDA apd the County for
expenses incurred during the investigative phase and the predevelopment phase described in
Exhibit C attached to said Prelimigary Agreement, in the event that the.City, the EDA or the
County decide to not go ahead with the development phaye described in said Exhibit £ Based
npon my review nf Minnesota Statutes § 383B.81 and Minmesota Laws 1997, Chapter 231,
Adticle 16, Section 23, it i8 my opinion that the County does have the authority to teimburse
the County, the Cily, and the EDA for said expenges from the Enviromnental Response Fund,
50 loag as the Connly wxd the EDA approve sakd Prefiminary Agrecmaent. It is also moy opinicn
that by making, snd sccepting, said reimbursement for said expenses the City, the EDA, and
the County do not become obligated to undertake the rail conmection or to redevelop the site a5
referenced in the Prelimimary Agreement,

Sincerely.

MICHAEL O. FREEMAN
Hemepin County Aoenky

Telephoue: (617) 3484457
FAX: (612) 348-2299
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