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In re:

Publ i ¢ Hearings on Sout hwest
Green Line LRT Extension

TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS
The following is the transcript of proceedings,
t aken before Rebekah J. Bishop, Notary Public, Registered
Prof essi onal Reporter, Certified Realtinme Reporter, at the
Hopki ns Center for the Arts, 1111 Minstreet, Hopkins,
M nnesot a 55343, commencing at 6:04 p.m on Tuesday,

June 16, 2015.
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APPEARANCES

Met ropol i tan Council :

Jenni fer Munt
Edwar d Reynoso
St eve El ki ns
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PROCEEDI NGS

M5. MUNT: Hello, everybody. Wlcone to the
public hearing on the supplenental draft environnental
i npact statement for Southwest Light Rail Transit.

This hearing is being hosted by the Metropolitan
Council, and today, we have nyself, Jennifer Mint, |'m
a Met Council nenber; mny coll eague, Edward Reynoso, at
the end of the table; and Steve Elkins to ny other
side. This is Sophia Gnis, and she's going to be our
ti mekeeper tonight.

If you d like to testify, please make sure
you' ve signed up on the sign-in sheet |ocated at the
sign-in desk outside the door. W'IIl call you in in
the order that you signed up. This is an opportunity
to provide your input to the Met Council, and our job
today as council nenbers is to be |istening.

The intent of these hearings is to listen to
your coments on the Sout hwest Light Rail Transit DElIS.
| understand that many of you nay have questions on the
project due to the current cost estimtes, but tonight
we really want to focus on coments about the

suppl ement al DEI S.

W will not be responding to questions at
this nmeeting, but recording your comrents. |Individuals
will have up to two m nutes, groups up to three

Depo International, Inc.
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mnutes. | ask that you state your nane and address
for the record. |If you're representing a group, please
identify the group as well as your name and -- and your
addr ess.

We'll et you know when you have one minute

30 seconds and when your tine is up. Sophia here has
got signs that she will show to you. To ensure that
everyone that wants to speak has an opportunity, | ask
that you respect the tine limts and refrain from

appl audi ng or cheering during the public hearing.

To hel p expedite the process, I'll call three
names at a time. |If you're the second and third nanes,
pl ease cone forward so that you'll be ready to speak as

soon as the other person is done.

Bef ore we begin taking public testinony
toni ght, Nani Jacobson, who is the assistant director
of Environnental and Agreenents at the Sout hwest
Project Ofice, she'll give us a 10 to 12 m nute
overview of the supplenental DEIS. Wl cone, Nani.
She's got a presentation right behind ne.

(Per request, presentation not reported.)

M5. MUNT: Thank you, Nani.

| want to first recognize two el ected
of ficials who have joined us tonight, Hennepin County

Comm ssi oner Jan Callison and Hopkins City Council man

Depo International, Inc.
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Gadd. They are both here to hear your comments.
Toni ght we have got only two peopl e signed up

to testify. First is Bob Carney, and second is Stuart

Nol an.

Bob?
HP-01 MR. CARNEY: H, I'mjust curious: Are they
still on that -- still two-mnute rule?

M5. MUNT: Two m nutes.

MR. CARNEY: Two minutes. OCkay. | guess
this is the two-m nute warning.

The State has cancelled $30 mllion that had
been appropriated for Southwest Light Rail. The total
that the State has appropriated so far nowis down to
$15 million. The supplenental -- the inpact statenent
says in section 5.2, "Remaining funding is assuned to
cone from" and then dot, dot, dot, "the State
(10 percent)."

Now, you're tal king about trying to cut back
to a $1.65 billion budget; right now, it's at
$2 billion. That's $165 million for the State's
10 percent. And they've contributed $15 mllion, so
there's 150 missing -- $150 million m ssing.

| tal ked to Speaker Daudt at the speci al
session and asked him "Is there any chance that the

| egi sl ature next year is going to put any nore noney

Depo International, Inc.
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into Sout hwest Light Rail?" He said, "No." | asked
him "Is that on the record or off the record?" He
said, "I don't care."

So you need to realize that there is a
$300 million shortfall in the anbunt of noney that you
think is comng into this program That's $150 nillion
that the State is not going to do and anot her
$150 mllion in federal match.

Now, the current reports show $59 mllion
being spent on it. |1've got an e-mail froma Hennepin
County project engineer who says that Hennepin County
Rail road has put $34 million into it; their nunbers
show $10.9 mllion. [|'m show ng about $90 mllion that
has been put in so far. [|'m show ng another sixty --
$67.3 mllion scheduled to be di sbursed or budgeted by
Hennepin County Railroad or CTIB for the rest of the
year.

This is just an outrageous process. The real
issue is we've got to freeze this thing before nore
noney i s spent.

Thank you.

M5. MUNT: Next speaker is Stuart Nol an.

HP-02 MR. NOLAN. Don't start the clock yet. |

haven't said a word. Can you pass those down, please?

Excuse ne, |'m Stuart Nol an, Stuart

Depo International, Inc.
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Conpani es. Anong ot hers, we own just about 500 rental
housi ng units on either side of Hopkins and
M nnetonka -- and the City of Mnnetonka. As -- as the
route conmes south over the tracks, our properties begin
and extend south on either side (inaudible) Snetana.

We object to that route through the m ddl e of
our properties and uprooting the lives of over a
t housand of our residences. And it damage -- the
damage to the environnent, | won't harp on it, is
consi derable with our wetlands and our wildlife and --
and trail.

We propose an alternate. Instead of going
t hrough where the yellowis on the map | gave you, we
propose -- and this is -- this is a problemfor sone
people; to us, it nakes a |lot of sense. |If the train
came up Excel sior Boul evard and turned south at 11th
Street instead of going up to 17th, and it connects to
t he sane point south where you can see.

When it does, it decreases the cost of the
train because it's -- it's shortening the route by 2100
and sone feet; it reduces the travel tinme; it reduces
the inpact to the environment; and it elimnates the
probl emw th the Hopkins Mintenance Facility because
it doesn't go up to 17th, it turns at 11th.

It's a straight route. It saves noney, the

Depo International, Inc.
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envi ronnment, the maintenance facility, travel tinme, and
| think it deserves consideration and not just shovel ed
under the map -- map because this is what sone people
deci ded to push.

And | made it in two m nutes.

M5. MUNT: Fol ks, is there anybody el se who
would like to testify tonight? W've got two m nutes

for individuals, three mnutes for groups.

HP-03 | AUDI ENCE MEMBER. | have a guestion: Waat is

the total expenditure on Southwest Light Rail Transit
pl anning to this point?

M5. MUNT: Sam could you help the lady with
an answer ?

M5. O CONNELL: Sure.

M5. MUNT: Thank you.

M5. O CONNELL: So she asked in the group. |
don't know if you know right now, it's been about
$62 mllion for the planning that we've been doi ng on
t he engi neering and the environnmental study. So our
staff would be happy to answer any questions that you
have. We still have a lot of folks that are back in
t he open house, so --

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Are you tal ki ng about
consultant fees or staff? Does that include staff?

M5. O CONNELL: (Nods head.)

Depo International, Inc.
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AUDI ENCE MEMBER: So $62 mllion?

M5. MUNT: Folks, I'd also like to
acknowl edge Mayor Gene Maxwell fromthe City of
Hopki ns.

Anybody el se want to testify? | think this
is the one of shortest public hearings we've ever had.
Vell, | think what we'll do, folks, is folks at the
table will stick around for another 15 m nutes; our
staff will stick around outside in the hall until 6:30.
| f anybody changes their mnd, we'll be right here to

hear your testinony.

HP-04 | AUDI ENCE MEMBER: As long as we're here.

MS. MUNT: Pl ease.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: | just have a question
about the Kenilworth tunnel. | thought that that was
cancel l ed, and they were going to go over that track?

M5. MUNT: Fol ks, we've got questions about
the Kenilworth trail. Can Nani help explain that?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: | just thought | heard on
the news that the tunnel was cancelled and that it
woul d end up being an overhead rail, still using the
sanme track, just overhead.

M5. JACOBSON: Sure, I'll respond to that.
Wth respect to the docunent, in Section 3.4, it does

identify a tunnel in the Kenilworth. And that's still

Depo International, Inc.
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part of the current project, so we would wel cone any
comments on the design in that line that does include a
tunnel in the Kenilworth.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: So what | heard on the news
is wong?

M5. JACOBSON: | nean, the project is -- I'll
be happy to take you out in the |obby and show you t hat
particul ar section on that.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: | -- | guess | have anot her
question. How nmuch -- what soft soil, sandy stuff for
what percentage of the line? Because | know there's
sone in Eden Prairie and there's sone in M nneapolis,
and certainly, there's sone in Hopkins.

M5. MUNT: Nani, can you speak to the -- the
wet soil that may be encountered in both Eden Prairie
and in Hopkins?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: And M nneapol i s.

M5. MUNT: And M nneapolis.

M5. JACOBSON: Certainly. W do have the --

we do have pretty mnimal wetland packs in the three

areas that we have identified in SDEIS. | would
actually -- we have a board out there; it's at the end
of the hall. That's going to be the best way to answer

your question, and if there's not a staff person out

there, | can certainly conme out and show you what --

Depo International, Inc.
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where those wetl ands are.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: | saw that. | just
wonder ed what percentage -- | know that the area of the
Kenilworth trail was not just wetland; it was a | ake.

It was -- so it's filled in. Seens -- seens that the
land that's left is wetland. So, | nmean, how nuch soi
stabilization?

MS. JACOBSON: There's a snmall anpunt of

wetland in that area, but not the -- not that mnuch.
think it's less than -- |less than an acre al ong that
Kenilworth area. So we |ook -- we do a very thorough

analysis in the field, surveys to docunent the
vegetation and the wetl and coverage. So we've done
that for the entire --

M5. MUNT: Anyone else wants to testify?
kay. | have got us, right now, at 6:30. W'Il hang
out here until 6:45, and if anybody changes their m nd,
just step to the mcrophone. Let us know your nane and
your address and the group you represent, if you're
here on behal f of a group.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 6:28 p.m)
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STATE OF M NNESOTA )
: SS CERTI FI CATE
COUNTY OF ANCKA )

BE IT KNOMN that |, Rebekah J. Bishop, took the
foregoing transcript of proceedings;

That the foregoing transcript of proceedings is a
true record of the testinony given;

That | amnot related to any of the parties
hereto, nor an enployee of them nor interested in the
out cone of the action;

That the cost of the original has been charged to
the party who noticed the transcript of proceedings, and
that all parties who ordered copies have been charged at the
sane rate for such copies;

W TNESS MY HAND AND SEAL this 23rd day of June,
2015.

Rebekah J. Bishop, RPR CRR
Not ary Public
My Commi ssion Expires 1/31/2020
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