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Minutes of the 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE  
Monday, August 17, 2015 

Committee Members Present: Cunningham, Chávez, Commers, Dorfman, Elkins, 
Kramer, Letofsky, Munt, Wulff 

Committee Members Absent: 

Committee Members Excused: 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
A quorum being present, Committee Chair Cunningham called the regular meeting of the Council's 
Community Development Committee to order at 4:00 p.m. on Monday, August 17, 2015. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES 
It was moved by Elkins, seconded by Munt to approve the agenda. Motion carried. 

It was moved by Chávez, seconded by Elkins to approve the minutes of the July 20, 2015 regular 
meeting of the Community Development Committee. Motion carried.  

BUSINESS  
2015-188 Public Hearing 2016-2021 Regional Parks Capital Improvement Program (Mark 
VanderSchaaf 651 602-1441) 

Chair Cunningham instructed the audience how this hearing would be conducted.  The first person to 
signup was asked to come in front of the committee to speak. 

Wayne Hoklas stated he is a long time user of the park and the CIP has a negative action for the 
Region, he suggested the plan be reviewed carefully and do not move forward with it. 

Reco Howard from Project Superman in St Paul stated the reserves are used to expose inner city 
youths to the park, he suggested using CIP funds for job creation for youths. 

Christine Soderling of Eagan stated she is not sure where the money is going from the CIP, should not 
be used for Lebanon Hills. 

A document with public comments from the Wilderness in the City was given to the recording secretary 
at the meeting.  See copy at end of minutes. 

2015-189 Public Hearing – 2016 Public Housing Agency Plan (PHA) (Jennifer Keogh 651 602-1584) 

No one signed up to speak at this public hearing. 

 

A. Consent  
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2015-190 Lake Elmo Park Reserve Boundary Amendment, Washington County (Michael Peterka 651 
602-1361; Jan Youngquist 651 602-1029)  

It was moved by Wulff, seconded by Letofsky, that the Metropolitan Council approve a boundary 
amendment to the Lake Elmo Park Reserve Master Plan, adding an 18.2 acre parcel, as shown in 
Appendix A. 

Motion carried.  
The Community Development Committee recommended approval of the proposed action as part of its 
consent agenda with no discussion. 

2015-191 Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve Boundary Amendment, Scott County, (Michael Peterka 651 
602-1361; Jan Youngquist 651 602-1029)   

It was moved by Wulff, seconded by Letofsky, that the Metropolitan Council approve a boundary 
amendment to the Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve Acquisition Master Plan to add three parcels totaling 
105 acres as shown in Appendix A. 

Motion carried. 

The Community Development Committee recommended approval of the proposed action as part of its 
consent agenda with no discussion. 

2015-192 2012 CIP Grant Request for Theodore Wirth Regional Park, Minneapolis Park and 
Recreation Board (Jan Youngquist 651 602-1029)   
It was moved by Wulff, seconded by Letofsky, that the Metropolitan Council: 

Approve a grant in the amount of $198,000 from the 2012 Regional Parks Capital Improvement 

Program, comprised of $164,000 in State bonds and $34,000 in Council bonds. This grant shall be 

used toward design and construction consistent with the North Wirth concept in the master plan, 

including trail development, bridges, buildings, landscaping, grading, parking areas, lighting, 

downhill infrastructure, utilities, surveys and site investigations, design, and project management.  

Motion carried. 

The Community Development Committee recommended approval of the proposed action as part of its 
consent agenda with no discussion. 

 

2015-193 Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund Grant for Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve, 15801 Blakeley 
Trail (Schendlinger), Scott County (Tori Dupre 651 602-1621)  

It was moved by Wulff, seconded by Letofsky, that the Metropolitan Council: 

1. Authorize a grant of up to $97,840 to Scott County to acquire a 29-acre property at 15801 

Blakeley Trail for Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve.  The Metropolitan Council will finance the grant 

through the Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund using Metropolitan Council bonds for up to 75 

percent of the total acquisition costs.  

2. Acknowledge Scott County’s grant match to finance at least 25 percent of the total acquisition 

costs.  If the total acquisition costs are higher than estimated, Scott County is responsible for 

the difference. 



Page - 3  |  METROPOLITAN COUNCIL 
 

3. Authorize the Community Development Director to sign the grant agreement including the 

restrictive covenant. 

 
Motion carried. 

The Community Development Committee recommended approval of the proposed action as part of its 
consent agenda with no discussion. 

 

2015-194 City of Elko New Market Interstate 35 Comprehensive Plan Amendment, Review No. 20671-
2 (Patrick Boylan 651 602-1438) 

 
It was moved by Wulff, seconded by Letofsky, that the Metropolitan Council:  

1. Adopt the attached review record and allow the City of Elko New Market to place the Interstate 
35 Comprehensive Plan Amendment (CPA) into effect. 

2. Find that the CPA changes the City’s forecasts for employment by an increase of +1,000 jobs 
for 2020 and 2030, and 2040, as shown in Table 1 of the Review Record. 

3. Advise the City: 

a. That the Council will require that a gravity sewer line be connected to an existing man 
hole on the Councils interceptor.  

b. To obtain a Sewer Connection Permit, prior to initiating this project, preliminary plans 
must be sent to Scott Dentz, Interceptor Engineering Manager (651-602-4503) at 
Metropolitan Council Environmental Services.  

c. To implement the advisory comments for Forecasts in the Review Record. 

 
Motion carried. 

The Community Development Committee recommended approval of the proposed action as part of its 
consent agenda with no discussion. 

B. Non-Consent  
 

2015-173 Authorization to Amend the 2015 Unified Budget: Third Quarter Amendment (Mark 
VanderSchaaf 651 602-1441) 
It was moved by Munt, seconded by Elkins, that the Metropolitan Council authorize the amendment of 
the 2015 Unified Budget as indicated and in accordance with the attached table. Motion carried. 

The Community Development Committee reviewed and approved the proposed amendments for the 
Community Development Division at its meeting on August 17, 2015. There were no issues or 
concerns. 

2015-196 Lebanon Hills Regional Park Master Plan, Dakota County (Jan Youngquist 651 602-1029) 
It was moved by Chávez, seconded by Elkins, that the Metropolitan Council:  
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1. Approve the Lebanon Hills Regional Park Master Plan.  

2. Require Dakota County to submit information regarding the location and estimated costs for the 
relocation and development of Camp Sacajawea and the maintenance facility to the Metropolitan 
Council for approval prior to seeking regional parks funding for these projects.  
 
Motion carried. 

 
Chair Cunningham provided an opportunity for three individuals who were opposed to the master plan 
and three individuals who were in favor of the master plan to speak for three minutes each. A 
representative of Wilderness in the City opted to speak for nine minutes on behalf of those opposed to 
the master plan. The testimony indicated that there were inconsistencies between the master plan and 
the 2030 Regional Parks Policy Plan, primarily around Dakota County’s citizen participation process 
and the belief that the plan does not protect the environment/ecology of the site and negatively impacts 
its natural resources. No individuals testified in favor of the master plan.  
 
Elkins discussed his experience in at Hyland-Bush-Anderson Lakes Park Reserve in Bloomington. He 
indicated that the park reserve is very popular and accommodates all users. He stated that the paved 
trails at the park reserve have not degraded user’s experience and meet Americans with Disabilities Act 
requirements, which is one of the purposes of the Lebanon Hills master plan.  
Dorfman asked how many of the regional parks have bike trails. Council staff indicated that most 
regional parks and park reserves have a mix of hard and soft surface trails. Dorfman then asked for the 
distinction between a regional park and park reserve. Staff indicated that park reserves are at least 
1,000 acres in size, contain high quality natural resources, and have a requirement that up to 20 
percent of a park reserve can be developed for recreation with at least 80 percent remaining in a 
natural state. Staff discussed that regional parks are typically 200-500 acres in size and do not have the 
development restriction, although there are a number of regional parks that are much larger than 500 
acres. Dorfman asked about the process to change the designation of Lebanon Hills Regional Park to a 
park reserve. Staff indicated that this would entail amending the Regional Parks Policy Plan and would 
require the request to be supported by Dakota County as the agency that owns and operates the 
regional park.  
 
Wulff stated that the proposed development at Lebanon Hills would be about 14 percent of the park, so 
the classification of whether it is a regional park or a park reserve does not make a difference. Wulff 
indicated that she toured the park to see the interaction between the proposed trail and the other uses 
and stated that she could not see most of the other trails because the alignment of the proposed trail 
goes along the edge of the park. Wulff expressed concerns about the comments submitted to the 
Council being based on inaccurate information and provided an example of people indicating that half 
of the horse trails will be paved, which is not the case. Wulff stated that the park operates like several 
small parks that are not connected. Wulff said that she does not see the proposed trail having the large 
negative impact that has been suggested by the opponents and that the proposed route would also 
allow park staff to access and manage invasive species.  
 
Dorfman indicated that she was going to abstain from voting and wanted to have a chance to visit the 
park and go through all of the correspondence and information before the August 26 Council meeting.  
Elkins described the Minnesota Department of Transportation Administrative Rule for trail design 
standards and indicated he considered an 8 foot wide trail unsafe.  
 
Chavez described his extensive use of Lebanon Hills Regional Park. Chavez indicated that typically 
master plans are not considered in a public hearing format and that it was gracious of the Chair to allow 
the conversation and requested that people respect the process. Chavez discussed the legal basis for 
the Council to determine whether it approves or rejects an application, including rational basis, 
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reasonableness, and whether the County Board acted within its authority. Chavez indicated that in spite 
of the various opinions, because the master plan satisfies the legal test and the Council follows what 
State law directs, there is no reason he would not support the master plan. 
  
The Community Development Committee recommended approval of the proposed action, with Council 
Member Dorfman abstaining. 

A handout of additional comments received between August 12 and August 16, 2015 was given to the 
Community Development Committee members and copies were placed on the meeting table for the 
public. 

INFORMATION 
None 

ADJOURNMENT 
Business completed, the meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m.  

Michele Wenner 
Recording Secretary 

 
















